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INTRODUCTION TO LENT-- YEAR 2  

The season of Lent is another "waiting time". The Good Shepherd program makes it  

easy for children to see the time pass as they prepare to experience Easter.  

The stage is set for Lent by using a series of seven cards. The first six cards are purple  

with one side showing a blackened silhouette and the seventh card is white with one side  

showing a blackened silhouette. Each week the cards are removed from the Lent-2 basket and  

laid out in a straight line to your left with the solid side facing upward. As each week's story  

is shared, the card is turned over. The first week the purple card with the silhouette  

symbolizing the story of "Waving Palms" is revealed. The second week that card and the one  

with the silhouette symbolizing the story of "In Memory Of Her" are revealed. And so on.  

Each week we begin with card one, asking the children to mentally recall each part of the Lent  

story, before telling the current week's story.  

During the story response time, the children are encouraged to take the Lent-2 basket and  

the story basket from the shelf and see if they can tell the story each week. By using the Lent  

cards and the story figures the children look ahead with great anticipation to the joy and wonder  

of Easter.  

Each lesson in the Lent series tells you what story, story figures and Lent cards are to  

be used. During the "circle of light" be sure to place the appropriate bookmark representing  

each week's story in the Good Shepherd classroom Bible. This allows the children, non-readers  

as well as readers, to become familiar with where the Lent stories are found in the Bible.  

An optional activity you may want to include at the start of the "circle of light" each  

week is the use of the church year puzzle. It illustrates the passage of the weeks of Lent as we  

move toward Easter. This is how you would do it the first week of Lent:  

When the children return to the circle for the "circle of light", bring out the church  

puzzle.  

 

ACTIONS  

Hold up the church year puzzle.  

Touch the first week of Lent.  

Touch each purple piece as you count it.  
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WORDS  

This is the circle of the church year. It  

helps us see how the time of God's people is  

divided.  

We have just started Lent so we are right  
here on this first purple piece.  

We will wait 1,2,3,4,5,6 weeks for a very  
special Easter celebration.  

 

~~-- ---------- -----------------------  



----------.-------  

At this point begin the "circle of light" as usual. For weeks two through six simply  

move the markers on the church year puzzle before each circle of light and adapt your words  

accordingly. On week seven you will be at a white marker and it will be obvious the holy day  

of Easter has arrived.  

During this time called Lent we learn a lot about Jesus, the stories he told and the things  

he did. We learn about his relationships with his friends and the people who followed him. The  

message of Lent is heard as we gradually begin to understand that Jesus showed himself to be  

the Messiah.  
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MATERIALS USED DURING LENT -- YEAR 2  

The medium Lent-Z basket on the shelf contains:  

- a set of 7 cards are used each week in the following order:  

- a purple card with palm branch silhouette  

- a purple card with bottle silhouette  

- a purple card with man with withered hand silhouette  

- a purple card with table silhouette  

- a purple card with chalice and paten silhouette  

- a purple card with money pouch and coins silhouette  

- a white card with an empty tomb and cross silhouette  

The story sets are used in the following order:  

- Waving Palms basket  

- In Memory Of Her basket  

- Jesus Heals On The Sabbath basket  

- Jesus Cleanses The Temple basket  

- The Last Supper basket  

- Judas Betrays Jesus basket  

- Crucifixion and Resurrection basket  

Items needed from the worship shelf for Lent:  

- chalice (for use with the Last Supper basket)*  

- paten (for use with the Last Supper basket)*  

The church year puzzle used as an optional activity each week during the "circle of light"  

can be purchased separately from our Good Shepherd Accessories order form.  

If communion is served during the "circle of light" the week The Last Supper story is  

presented you will need to purchase bread and grape juice.  

* These items are not furnished for you. We recommend their use and hope you can acquire  
them locally.  
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JUDAS BETRAYS JESUS .... MA TERIALS  

- medium wicker basket to hold  

- wooden figure of Jesus  
- wooden figure of Judas  
- wooden figure of Roman soldier  
- wooden figure of Peter  
- wooden figure of James  
- wooden figure of John  
- wooden figure of high priest  
- wooden figure of slave  

- from worship shelf  

- Lent-2 basket containing 7 cards  
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Jesus  

 

 

Judas  

 

 

 

Peter  

 

 

Roman Soldier  
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James  

 

 

High Priest  

 

John  

Slave  



JUDAS BETRAYS JESUS .... MARK 14:32-50, MATTHEW 26:15  

 

ACTIONS  

After speaking, stand and get the Lent-2  

basket from the worship shelf. Get the  

story basket from its shelf. Bring them to  

the circle and sit down.  

Allow 10-15 seconds of silence as you  

reverently touch the Lent cards or wooden  

figures to center yourself and the children.  

Point to the worship shelf.  

Remove the six purple cards from the Lent-  

2 basket and lay them out with the plain  

purple side showing in a straight line  

starting to your outer left.  

Remove the white card from the Lent-2  

basket and lay it next to the purple card  

closest to you with the plain white side  

showing.  

Turn the first purple card over so the  

silhouette of the palm branch shows. Touch  

it reverently.  

Turn the second purple card over so the  

silhouette of the bottle shows. Touch it  

reverently.  

Turn the third purple card over so the  

silhouette of the man with a withered hand  

shows. Touch it reverently.  

Turn the fourth purple card over so the  

silhouette of the table shows. Touch it  

reveren tl y .  
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WORDS  

Watch carefully where I go to get these  

materials so you will know where to find  

them if you choose to make this your work  

today or another day.  

All the words to this story are inside of me.  

Will you will make silence with me so I can  

find all the words to this story?  

The worship cloth is purple and we know  

we are waiting. This is the sixth week of  

Lent.  

These are the Lent cards.  

They will help us understand the stories we  

hear during Lent and make us ready for the  

time we are waiting for ... Easter.  

The first week of Lent we learned about  

Jesus coming into the city of Jerusalem  

while the people waved palms.  

The second week of Lent we learned about  
a woman that Jesus said to remember.  

The third week of Lent we learned about  
Jesus healing a man on the Sabbath.  

The fourth week of Lent we learned how  

Jesus chased the money-changers from the  

temple.  

 

----------------- - -  



----.--  

Turn the fifth purple card over so the  

silhouette of the chalice and paten shows.  

Touch it reverently.  

Turn the sixth purple card over so the  

silhouette of the money pouch and coins  

shows. Touch it reverently.  

Place Jesus slightly left center in the  

storytelling area. Place Peter , James and  

John next to him on the right.  

Move Jesus left, slightly apart from the  

others.  

Turn Jesus to face the disciples.  

Move Jesus further left. Fold your hands as  

you say the prayer.  

Move Jesus back right near the disciples.  

Touch the Peter figure as you speak.  

Move Jesus left again. Fold your hands  

briefly as you mention the prayer.  

Return Jesus to the right, near the disciple  

figures.  

Again, move Jesus left and return him to the  

disciples.  

Touch the disciples and shake your head as  

you speak. Then nod as you say "the son of  

man".  
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The fifth week of Lent (last week) we  

shared the Last Supper with Jesus and his  

disciples.  

This sixth week of Lent we will hear how  

one of Jesus' disciples, Judas, betrayed  

Jesus for thirty pieces of silver.  

After Jesus had eaten the Last Supper with  

his disciples he took three of them, Peter  

and James and John, and went to the garden  

to pray.  

He asked the disciples to sit there in the  

garden of Gethsemene while he prayed.  

He said to them, "I am very sad. Please  

wait here and watch."  

Then Jesus went a little way away and  

prayed to God, "Abba, all things are  

possible for you. If there is another way  

then let me not have to die. But let your will  

be done."  

Then Jesus went back to his disciples and  

found them sleeping.  

Jesus said to Peter, "Couldn't you stay  

awake just one hour? Stay awake and pray  

now."  

Then Jesus went away to pray again, and  

prayed the same prayer.  

When he returned he agam found the  

disciples asleep.  

He went to pray again and when he returned  

he found them asleep for the third time.  

Then Jesus said, "Are you still sleeping?  

Come it is time. The son of man is betrayed  

and given to sinners."  



First, move Jesus and then the disciples a  

few inches right, to the center of the  

storytelling area.  

Place Judas, the soldier, high priest, and  

slave in a half-moon shape to the right of  

Jesus=facing him.  

Touch the Judas figure briefly.  

Move Judas to kiss Jesus, then set him back.  

Move the soldier next to Jesus.  

Touch one of the disciples and then touch  
the head of the slave.  

Touch the Jesus figure as you speak.  

Move Judas, Peter, James and John to the  

left, away from Jesus and the others.  

Return the four disciples to the basket.  

Speak very softly and sadly.  
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Then Jesus said, "Let's go. The one who  
will betray me is here. "  

And while he was still speaking, Judas  

Iscariot came to him with a crowd of  

soldiers and high priests and others.  

Judas had told the people that the one he  
would kiss was Jesus.  

When Judas saw Jesus, he kissed him and  
said to him, "Master."  

Then the soldiers grabbed him.  

But one of the disciples took his sword and  

cut off the ear of one of the slaves of the  

high priest.  

Then Jesus said, "Have you come to get me  

now with clubs and swords? I was with you  

each day in the temple but you didn't take  

me then."  

Then everyone there left Jesus and ran away  

. and the soldiers took Jesus away.  

And Judas was given thirty pieces of silver  

for betraying Jesus.  

WONDERING QUESTIONS:  

I wonder why the disciples couldn't stay  
awake?  

I wonder if God wanted to change what  
would happen to Jesus?  

I wonder what happened to the man who's  

ear was cut off?  



Place the wooden figures into the story  

basket.  

Pick up the six Lent cards and place them  

in the Lent-2 basket.  

Pick up the white card and place it in the  

Lent-Z basket.  

After speaking, stand and carry the story  

basket back to its shelf and the Lent-2  

basket back to the worship shelf. Return to  

the circle.  

Be sure ALL children have had a chance to  

choose their work before dismissing the  

children.  

 

I wonder why the soldiers and high priests  

didn't take Jesus when he was in the  

temple?  

Watch carefully how I put these materials  

away so you will know how to use them if  

you choose to make this your work today or  

another day.  

This is the sixth week of Lent.  

We will wait and make ourselves ready for  

one more week, then it will be Easter.  

Watch carefully where I return this story so  

you will know where to find it if you choose  

to make this your work today or another  

day.  

I wonder what you will make your work  

today? Let's go around the circle and  

choose what each of us will do.  

 

JUDAS BETRAYS JESUS .... TEACHER HELPS  

Judas had been hired to tell the high priests and soldiers when they could find Jesus  

without a crowd around him. That leads us to the setting of the garden. It also gives us an  

insight into Jesus' habits. This was obviously a place he came often. Judas was very certain  

that he would find Jesus alone in this out of the way place.  

The author of Mark's gospel doesn't flinch from the harsh words given to the disciples.  

The three leaders--Peter, James, and John--were chosen to be with Jesus during this very  

difficult time. But the three men still did not understand what Jesus was really speaking of.  

Instead of being there for Jesus, to support him and pray with him, they fell asleep. Not only  

did this happen once, but three times. Finally, Jesus tells them to get up, his time has come.  

We wonder about the prayer Jesus prayed. He must have been afraid. He knew the  

painful death he would face. He struggled there in the garden, beginning to feel already, how  

lonely his death would be.  
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Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss in both Mark and Matthew's accounts of the story. The  

account of his betrayal of Jesus is the simplest in Mark's gospel. That is why I've chosen it for  

the children. Only in Mark is the bystander (or slave) struck without any following words from  

Jesus. In Luke's gospel not only does Jesus heal the ear of the servant, but Jesus tells his  

disciples that there's been enough violence and he tells them to put away the sword. The words  

against violence are also in Matthew and John.  

After Judas betrays Jesus he asks his captors why they have come, now, to get him with  

clubs and swords. Jesus reminded them that he was in the temple each day and they could have  

taken him there at any time. Jesus is forcing the church leaders and soldiers to look at their own  

fears. They were afraid to arrest Jesus when he was among the crowds of people. They knew  

he was loved by the crowds and they would have been unable to take him without a great  

struggle by his supporters at any other time.  

Mark concludes saying that all the disciples left him. We remember brave Peter, who  

at the Last Supper said he would follow Jesus to the death. But for now, they have all left him.  

Some scholars have asked how this story could be remembered if all the disciples who  

were in the garden with Jesus were asleep. Mark 14:51-52 gives us one possible answer. Some  

believe that the young man, who had followed along to watch the others and who ran away, was  

the author of the book of Mark.  

We wonder today first, why the disciples couldn't stay awake. Young children will know  

how hard it is to stay awake even when they desperately want to. They will probably respond  

with, "Because they were sleepy or tired." Older children will probably believe that the  

disciples just didn't understand that it was so important to Jesus.  

The second question wonders if God wanted to change what had to happen to Jesus.  

This question presumes the love of father for son. I have chosen to encourage the children to  

speak and think of God in that way. As they get older, they will realize how painful it is for  

a parent to see a child suffer. If they are exposed to an understanding of that love now, they  

will be better able to articulate it as older youth and adults.  

We wonder for a bit what happened to the man whose ear was cut off. There will be  

children who will say that Jesus (or God) healed it. There will be those who say he couldn't  

hear any more and there may be some who will say that he died. Part of what we are doing is  

helping the children to see that the story of Jesus is a story that involves a lot of different kinds  

of people. We also want them to understand that violence just gets us into more violence. Jesus  

teaches us that words are always better than fists.  

Our final question wonders what Jesus wondered. Without giving it away, allow the  

children to struggle with the answer to this one. See if they come up with anything about what  

the crowds of people might have done to the leaders had they tried to harm Jesus or arrest him  

during the time he was in the temple.  
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I have closed the story with Matthew 26: 15. It states the amount that Judas was paid to  

betray Jesus. Symbolically, the children will hear the term "thirty pieces of silver" many times  

in their lives. I would like them to know this very common reference to betrayal comes from  

Scriptures.  

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR OLDER CHILDREN:  

Do you think Judas knew Jesus would be killed when he agreed to betray him? If so, why  

would he want Jesus dead?  

Why did the church leaders wait until dark to arrest Jesus? Why didn't they take him during  

the day?  

Many times we make promises, never knowing how we will act when we are tested. How do  

you think Jesus felt about all his disciples who left him?  
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