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BLIND BARTThIAEUS .... MATERIALS  

- medium wicker basket to hold:  

- wooden Jesus figure  

- wooden hinged Bartimaeus figure  
- 4 wooden onlooker figures  
- brown felt road  
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BLIND BARTIMAEUS .... l\1ARK 10:46-52  

ACTIONS  

After speaking, stand and get the story from  

its shelf. Carry it back to the circle and sit  

down, placing the basket in front of you.  

Allow 10-15 seconds of silence while you  

gently touch one or more of the wooden  

figures to center yourself and the children.  

Layout the brown felt road in front of you.  

Place Jesus on the road 1/3 of the way from  
the right end.  

Place all other figures except Bartimaeus in  

a semi-circle opening to the left around  

Jesus.  

Place Bartimaeus with hinge bent a distance  
ahead of Jesus across the road from you.  

Touch your temple as though remembering.  

Put your hands to your mouth to call.  

Put one finger to your mouth to "shush"  
Bartimaeus.  

Again put your hands to your mouth to call.  

Touch the Jesus figure.  
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WORDS  

Watch carefully where I go to get this story  

so you will know where to find it if you  

choose to make this your work today or  

another day.  

All the words to this story are inside of me.  

Will you please make silence with me so I  

can find all the words to my story?  

Jesus was leaving Jericho to go to  
Jerusalem.  

As he walked many people followed him.  

There was one man named Barti maeus who  

was blind. Bartimaeus sat by the side of the  

road.  

When he heard that Jesus was coming he  

remembered that people said that Jesus  

could heal sick, lame and blind people.  

So Bartimaeus called out "Jesus, Son of  

David, have mercy on me!"  

Many of the people around him told him to  
be quiet.  

But Bartimaeus called again, "Son of David,  
have mercy on me!"  

Then Jesus stopped and said, "Call him."  



 Turn  the onlooker figures toward  
Bartimaeus.  

Straighten the hinge of the Bartimaeus figure  

and stand him up.  

Move Bartimaeus close to Jesus.  

Tilt your head to one side as you ask the  

question.  

Put your hand by one eye.  

Smile and gesture open-palmed in front of  

you, as though ushering Bartimaeus down  

the road.  

Move the Jesus figure, the onlookers, and  

last, Bartimaeus down the road to the left.  

Carefully put all the wooden figures back  

into the basket. Place the felt road in the  

basket.  

After speaking, stand and carry the basket  

back to its shelf. Return to the circle and sit  

down.  
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And the people called Bartimaeus and said,  
"Have hope ... he is calling you."  

So Bartimaeus threw off his coat and  

jumped to his feet.  

He came close to Jesus.  

Then Jesus said to him, "What do you want  

me to do for you?"  

And blind Bartimaeus said, "Rabbi, let me  

receive my sight."  

Then Jesus said, "Go your way, your faith  

has made you well."  

Suddenly Bartimaeus could see.  

He joined the people on the road and  

followed Jesus on his journey to Jerusalem.  

WONDERING QUESTIONS:  

I wonder why the people told Bartimaeus to  

be quiet?  

I wonder if Bartimaeus got angry with the  

people when they told him to be quiet?  

I wonder how Jesus felt when Bartimaeus  

could see again?  

Watch carefully how I put these materials  

away so you will know how to work with  

them if you make this story your work today  

or another day.  

Watch carefully where I return this story so  

you will know where to find it if you choose  

to make this your work today or another  

day.  



Dismiss the children to their work ONLY  

after everyone has had a chance to choose  

what they will do.  

BLIND BARTIMAEUS .... TEACHER HELPS  

 

I wonder what you will make your work  

today? You may paint or color, or you may  

work with a story to make it your own.  

Let's go around the circle and choose our  

work.  

 

This story is also recorded in Matthew 20: 17-34 and Luke 18: 31-43. I've chosen to  

use the Mark account because it is the only account that names the man who is healed.  

There are several important points in this story. First, its place in the story of Jesus'  

life. This is when Jesus had "set his face for Jerusalem." Jesus understands now that God's  

plan will be brought about in Jerusalem. As he walks from Jericho to Jerusalem, having started  

at Capernaum, Jesus is aware that he's going to Jerusalem to die. He understands that he is the  

Messiah. He no longer asks the disciples or those he heals to remain quiet about what has  

happened.  

Second, word had spread about Jesus. Not only those who followed along knew of his  

mighty acts, but even the blind man sitting by the road has heard of the wonderful things this  

man called Jesus can do. Bartimaeus addresses Jesus as the Son of David, a sign that he  

understands Jesus to be the Messiah.  

Notice there is no account of Jesus feeling compassion or pity. Here Jesus directs the  

followers to call the man. When Bartimaeus approaches Jesus the Rabbi asks him, "What do  

you want me to do for you?" That may seem like a strange question. But Jesus wanted it  

clearly defined for those who watched that the man did not want alms or prayers, things that  

anyone could have given him. Rather, Bartimaeus wanted healing and that could only come  

from the Christ.  

Third, Jesus doesn't even touch Bartimaeus. After hearing what Bartimaeus wants, Jesus  

tells him to go, that his faith has made him whole. If he understood to ask for healing,  

Bartimaeus must have believed that Jesus could indeed heal. That was all that was necessary.  

Once healed, Bartimaeus joined those who followed Jesus to Jerusalem. We're not told  

if he stayed with other followers in Jerusalem; if he saw the crucifixion and heard of the  

resurrection. We only know his faith made him well.  

The first two wondering questions have to do with Bartimaeus being told to be quiet.  

Why did the other people do that? Did they think Bartimaeus was too unimportant to bother  

Jesus? Did they each have something they wanted from Jesus and thought he was in their way?  

And, how did Bartimaeus feel when they shushed him? According to the scriptures it certainly  

didn't stop his efforts to be heard by Jesus.  
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The final question deals with how Jesus felt when Bartimaeus was able to see. We have  

very few accounts of Jesus rejoicing or even being happy when someone was made whole. Let  

the children wonder how Jesus felt about these events. Did he laugh or smile? Did it make him  

tired to heal people? I wonder.  

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR OLDER CHILDREN:  

The man in today's story had been blind for his whole life. If you were blind, what would you  

miss seeing the most?  

The people who were waiting along the side of the road were embarrassed by the loud calls that  

man was making to Jesus. When is the last time you were embarrassed by someone in church?  

When was the last time you were embarrassed in school? What did you want to do to the person  

who embarrassed you?  

When Bartimaeus called to Jesus to have mercy, Jesus asked him what he wanted. Bartimaeus  

said he wanted to see. If there was one gift you could ask for from God, what would you ask  

for?  
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