My Prayer Journal
Use this weekly prayer to help you
begin your time with God each day.
Then, pray for church requests and
personal friends and needs.

Prayer of Confession:

God of life, help me to be an Easter per-
son! Renew in me a Spirit of praise and
worship, that | might become a willing
and effective proclaimer of the Resurrec-
tion, and new life in Christ. | pray in the
holy name of Jesus, the risen Christ!
Amen.

My Prayers this Week:

Family Time:

How does your family usually celebrate
Easter? Do you dye eggs? Do you have a
family egg hunt? Chocolate bunnies? All
of those are fun ways to celebrate! Do
you also talk about Jesus, and how this is
the day we remember that He was
raised from the dead? As fun as all the
Easter activities are, the reason Easter is
so amazing is that because of Jesus, we
know death is not the end! Jesus came
so we could be with God forever. Brain-
storm as a family how you can make
sure Jesus’ resurrection is a central part
of how you celebrate Easter this week!

MONDAY 4.13.20 Acts 2:14-41

Our readings this week will all be from the first half of the book of
Acts, and will take us through much of the early growth of the
church in the immediate aftermath of Jesus’ death, resurrection,
and ascension. Throughout the week, pay attention to what is
highlighted in the witness of Peter, Stephen, Philip, Barnabas, and
the other disciples. For example, in today’s rather long sermon
from Peter, he quotes three separate Old Testament passages in
support of his argument that Jesus is the long-anticipated Messi-
ah, and that he and the other disciples are the living fulfillment of
Old Testament promises of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. He
gives a brief history of Jesus’ ministry in 2:22-24, interprets it
through this Old Testament lens, and reaches a crescendo in the
exaltation that Jesus is both Lord and Christ! Take a minute to
deeply consider the astounding conclusion—as a result of what
you read today, 3,000 people became believers!
e  What does Peter call people to do in response to this wit-
ness to Jesus and the Holy Spirit? (see 2:38)
e  Also notice that Peter was not above “pleading with people
to save themselves from this corrupt generation” (see 2:40).
What do you think gives rise to such passion?

WEDNESDAY 4.15.20 Acts 5:17-42

The healings in Jesus name continued, and the religious leaders
continued to think they could stop the spread of the gospel by
putting the Christian leadership in jail. After a miraculous release
from jail, the disciples go to the heart of the religious leadership’s
territory—the Temple courts. There, the angel directs them, they
are to “tell the people the full message of this new life.” Once
again, upon being apprehended and brought, this time, before
the Jewish Sanhedrin (like the Supreme Court), Peter proclaims
the heart of the gospel (see 5:29-32). An honored teacher of the
law named Gamaliel insists that the leaders let things run their
course— this will die out if it is not from God, but if it is from God,
any actions they would take would be in vain. Although they were
flogged, the apostles continued to proclaim the gospel!

e  For the third time, what is the emphasis of Peter’s proclama-
tion in 5:31? Why was Jesus crucified and resurrected?

o What do you think of Gamaliel’s rule of thumb? Should we
always take a “wait and see” attitude? Or do some things
call for immediate action?

e  Why do you think the disciples “rejoiced that they had been
counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name”?

TUESDAY 4.14.20 Acts 3:11-4:4

Not long after the events of yesterday’s reading, Peter and John
heal a crippled beggar. The onlookers are astounded, but Peter
sees the gathering crowd as an opportunity to once again preach
the gospel of Jesus’ death and resurrection. He credits the beg-
gar’s healing to faith in Jesus, and invites the crowd to respond
with the same faith. Once again, he appeals to the Old Testament
traditions as evidence of the truth of his witness. Even though
Peter and John are thrown into prison by the religious leaders
who disapprove of their message, the community of believers
continues to swell to about 5,000 people.

e  What do you notice that Peter has added to his message
from his previous one from yesterday’s reading?

e  Peter suggests the people “acted in ignorance” when they
were complicit in the death of Jesus. What does Peter call
upon people to do in response (see 3:17-19)?

e  What connection do you see between faith in the Resurrec-
tion of Jesus and the faith Peter calls for, that leads to the
beggar’s healing? How are you giving expression to that faith
in your life?

THURSDAY 4.16.20 Acts 7:51-8:4

In chapter 7, the focus moves off of Peter, and on to a new lead-
er—Stephen, who had been appointed to servant leadership in
the fledgling church in Acts 6:5. Like Peter and John before him,
Stephen too was seized by the authorities after false witnesses
testified that his message amounted to blasphemy. Chapter 7 is
the lengthy response of Stephen to the high priest’s inquisition of
Peter. He rehearses the history of Israel, emphasizing the Jewish
leadership’s perpetual failure to recognize the movement of the
Holy Spirit among them, and comparing Jesus’ death to the per-
secution of earlier prophets and the death of John the Baptist.
When Stephen shares his vision of Jesus at the right hand of God,
it is too much, and Stephen suffers the Old Testament penalty for
blasphemy—stoning, becoming the first Christian martyr.

e  Think about how the negative reaction to the gospel has
escalated through these four days’ readings. What does that
suggest to you about how the gospel is received?

e  How does the threat of a strongly negative reaction affect
your willingness to witness to your faith?




FRIDAY 4.17.20 Acts 8:4-25

Stephen’s martyrdom led to the first intense period of persecu-
tion of Christians, in Jerusalem. Word spread among the Jews
that these followers of Christ were in fact blasphemers of God.
The persecution forced many Christians to leave Jerusalem for
other parts of Judea and even into Samaria, where Christians
thought they would be safe since law-abiding Jews refused to set
foot there. Philip was another of the men appointed to servant
leadership along with Stephen (Acts 6:5), and became the first
evangelist to Samaria. When Peter and John, in the Jerusalem
church, learned how the Samaritans were accepting the gospel,
they arrived, eager to teach the new Christians and to anoint
them with the power of the Holy Spirit. Notice in verse 22 that
yet again, repentance is a key part of their teaching.

e  Look at Acts 1:8 and notice that Jesus had said the disciples
would be His witnesses even in Samaria. How did the perse-
cution of early Christians create opportunity for this?

e Where might you take your witness and profession of faith?

SATURDAY 4.18.20 Acts 11:19-26

Now, we see the very beginnings of the fulfillment of Jesus’
words that the disciples would be His witnesses “to the ends of
the earth”! Phoenicia and Antioch are to the far north of Judea,
on the Mediterranean coast, while Cyprus is a Mediterranean
island off that same coast. For the first time, the “good news
about Jesus” is taken to Greeks as well as Jews, and “a great num-
ber of them” became believers! This time, the Jerusalem leader-
ship did not send Peter and John to check things out, but Barna-
bas. According to verse 24, he too led a great number of people
to the Lord while in Antioch. Antioch remained one of the five
central seats of Christianity for over one thousand years, and the
hub of early missionary activity.
e  What do you think led so many people, in so many cities, to
accept the testimony of the first believers?
e  How does a decision to follow Jesus as Lord and Christ
(remember Peter’s proclamation in Acts 2:36) lead to a deci-
sion to spread the good news? Has your decision led to that?
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Sermon Series: This Changes Everything

Week Seven: “From Lord to Christ” - Rev. David Israel

Scripture for Sunday, April 12: Luke 9:51; 24:1-10

“As the time approached when Jesus was to be taken up into heaven, He
determined to go to Jerusalem. ... Very early in the morning on the first day
of the week, the women went to the tomb, bringing the fragrant spices
they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but
when they went in, they didn’t find the body of the Lord Jesus. They didn’t
know what to make of this. Suddenly, two men were standing beside them
in gleaming bright clothing. The women were frightened and bowed their
faces toward the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for
the living among the dead? He isn’t here, but has been raised. Remember
what He told you while He was still in Galilee, that the Human One must be
handed over to sinners, be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” Then
they remembered His words. When they returned from the tomb, they
reported all these things to the eleven and all the others. It was Mary Mag-
dalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with
them who told these things to the apostles.” (CEB)
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Everyone affected by the
COVID-19 outbreak

The Van Lue family on the
loss of Bill Van Lue’s
mother, Joan Van Lue

The Fitzgerald and Crothers
families on the loss of Lyle
Crother’s brother-in-law,
Mike Fitzgerald

The Proffer family on the
loss of Kent Proffer’s
mother, Marilyn Proffer
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