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in worship
This Changes Everything
March 1 - April 19
Sundays online at livingwordumc.org/ondemand by 9:00 am

APRIL 2020

Follow us:

All April Events Canceled
All ministries and events that were scheduled through April 30 are 
canceled. Worship will be online until further notice at livingwordumc.
org/ondemand.

Good Friday Worship Service
Join Pastor David and other area pastors for a live broadcast Good Friday 
Worship Service at 3:00 pm on Friday, April 10. You can find it on the United 
Methodist Church of St. Clair Facebook page or online at umcstclair.com.

Easter
Join us ONLINE for Living Word's Easter Worship Services on Sunday, April 
12. We will offer both traditional and contemporary services that will be 
online by 9:00 am at livingwordumc.org/ondemand. During the services 
we will take part in Holy Communion, and we encourage you to do the 
same. Have some bread and juice/wine available as we partake in this 
Holy Sacrament together.

Ways to Give
Mail it in | ShelbyNEXT App | livingwordumc.org/giving

or through your bank's Bill Pay service

Living Word United Methodist Church
17315 MANCHESTER ROAD

WILDWOOD, MO 63038

Congregational Care Line
The phone number to Living Word's Emergency Congregational Care 
line is 636-821-2888. Please call this number if you need to talk with 
someone. It's available 24/7 and will always be answered by one of the 
pastors or by the congregational care director.
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pastor's pen
The View From My Bedroom Window

I spend my days now in a bedroom upstairs at the church parsonage. I have a very large desk (which Pastor 
Michael left behind with our permission.) I have a desk chair, lamp, laptop and printer, and all other things 
needed for my office. I also have a window that looks out onto the front yard, sidewalk, and street. I have to 
admit that it’s distracting when I’m at my computer and someone walks by. I can’t help but check out what’s 
going on in the neighborhood. (I’m a little like Mrs. Kravitz. Google her, you’ll see what I mean.) It’s a good view 
as our house sits right on a bend in the road. I can see up the street one way and, turning without straining my 
neck, down the 90 degree turn the other way.

As you might guess about me, I don’t sit too long in my chair. Never have been able to. I’m that ADD kid in school 
who just couldn’t sit still. They didn’t have that diagnosis back then, but I fit the description. Now that I’m about 
40 years removed from my school days, if you don’t count college and seminary, I’ve found ways to deal with the 
ants in my pants (a phrase that was directed at me more than once.) I take a walk every hour. I set my alarm to 
interrupt whatever I’m doing, and I take a walk. I don’t get up from video conferences, but I walk as soon as they 
are over. My street is a full loop and one time around is about 4/10 of a mile… about 800 or so steps… about 6-7 
minutes depending on the pace.

One thing that I’ve noticed from my view and on my walks is that people are out walking the neighborhood more 
than ever. I’ve also noticed that the behavior has changed. While we are all maintaining a safe distance, (I go out 
on the street to allow the person coming the other way to stay on the sidewalk) we are a lot more sociable than 
before. We stop and trade pleasantries. We enquire into one another’s health. I offer that I’m a pastor and would 
be pleased to pray for them if they like. Some say “no” but many take me up on it. It seems that social interaction 
has grown with social distance. That can’t be a bad thing, right?

What I’m seeing out my window I’m also witnessing on social media. Political fights have mellowed, though they 
haven't ended. Social media nastiness is at a low point (or did I just unfriend them?). Except for the ongoing 
hoarding of toilet paper, people seem to have grown more aware of each other’s presence and personhood. 
Could this be the start of a new normal? 

Like all the national and international tragedies of the past, COVID-19 will leave its mark. Lives will be lost, and 
lives will be changed. The loss will be permanent. Will the change linger? My hope is that this is leading us to 
a new appreciation that we are truly all children of God, and in the midst of events that seek to drive a wedge 
between us, we will forever draw closer to one another.

I see that in the church as well. I’ve been praying, reading, meditating, and studying what this is doing to The 
Church and to our church. I think it can be a time when we are open to God implementing some much-needed 
change. I also think it could be like many other events of the past; we rally for a moment and then fall back on old 
and harmful habits. I’m seeking to understand and to mark for us the changes that are taking place so I can lead 
us not to let this moment pass us by. God is drawing us down a new path, a new direction for our interactions 
with one another and with the world around us. The view from my window is not perfectly clear just yet, but I’m 
seeking to catch a glimpse and not let it slip by. 

Join me in this. Share with me what you’re seeing and the good and positive changes taking place. Let’s make a 
clear note of what has happened while we’ve been distant from one another so that when God calls us together 
once more, we can be the renewed church He is leading us to.

In Christ's Love,
Pastor Dave
disrael@livingwordumc.org
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This is the second in a series of Beacon articles in which we’re going to take a look at Living Word’s financial assets and 
how they are held and used. Last month, I focused on “Donor Restricted Funds” – donations restricted by the donor to a 
particular purpose. This month, I’m going to talk about what we call our “Trustee Capital Recovery Fund.”

As a reminder, Living Word’s financial assets are held in several different accounts – an operating funds bank account, a 
money market account, an investment account (itself diversified across cash, stocks, and mutual funds), an endowment 
fund with the Missouri United Methodist Foundation, and even a bank account in Ghana to which funds are transferred 
to do our mission work in Ghana! At the end of February, Living Word had total assets of $1,381,937.17. However, these 
funds are set aside for a number of different uses or purposes. The table below shows where Living Word holds its financial 
assets, and the various fund purposes these assets are spread among:

Financial Holdings 2/29/2020 Purposes 2/29/2020
Primary Checking 
Account

              125,351.21 Operating Fund               535,522.56 

Petty Cash                        49.70 Ghana and Prepaid Card 
Fund

                 19,292.13

Money Market Account             235,603.08 Trustee Capital Recovery 
Fund

               398,395.74

Receivables                  5,875.25 Donor Restricted Fund                323,795.49
Investment Cash                17,255.08 Investment in Growth 

Fund
                 25,223.04 

Investment Equities             166,154.45 Market Performance 
Fund

                 35,245.24

Investment Mutual 
Funds

            526,791.85 Endowment Fund                  20,904.41

Investment Preferred 
Deposit

            264,660.01 Accounts Payable                  23,558.56 

Endowment Fund                20,904.41 Total Assets             1,381.937.17
Ghana and Prepaid 
Credit Cards

                19,292.13

Total Assets            1,381,937.17

Besides the “donor restricted funds” I wrote about last month, there are several “board designated” funds. These are funds 
that our Leadership Board has decided to set aside for a particular use, but that could also be re-designated if the Leadership 
Board decided to take that action. One of the most important of these is often referred to as the “Trustees Fund” or the 
“5-Year Plan Fund,” but its better name is the “Trustee Capital Recovery Fund.” Back in 2013, when the Living Word building 
was still relatively new, the Trustees created a plan to begin the annual setting aside of a portion of church revenues 
to cover anticipated major expenses for replacing items that, while still new then, would one day need to be replaced. 
Items on the list include things like carpeting, HVAC systems, parking lot resurfacing, a replacement playground, interior 
repainting, and a church roof. Expected expenses that are expected to exceed $7,500 up to five years out are projected, 
and managed to ensure we can build up enough money to cover those expenses over time. As the table on the next page 
shows, recent expenditures from this account have included a new sound board in the sound booth, and new projectors in 
the worship center. Upcoming expenses include parking lot resurfacing, replacement of one or two HVAC units that have 
been failing, and replacing the church roof. At the end of February, the Capital Recovery Fund contained $398,395.74. With 
ongoing annual investment of $60,000 towards this fund, the church will be able to cover major expenses without need for 
targeted fundraisers – a true testament to the financial responsibility of the Leadership Board!

Because of the proactive leadership of the Living Word Trustees back in 2014, the church is financially prepared to handle 
even major expenses that the church will face in the coming years. Once again, though, Living Word is only in a place 
to be able to do this due to the generosity of Living Word’s members and constituents. Thank you for helping to ensure 
that Living Word’s facilities can remain in great condition for years to come. Next time, I’ll write about the “Investment in 
Growth” fund!

In Christ’s Love, Greg Finfrock, Executive Pastor and Director of Adult Discipleship

Financial Update
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missions

Care Packages for Homebound and Senior Community
A very big thank you to everyone who helped put together care packages for Living Word's homebound and 

senior community by donating supplies, putting the packages together, and delivering them!

Financial Update Cont.
2014 - 
Actual

2015 - 
Actual

2016 - 
Actual

2017 - 
Actual

2018 - 
Actual

2019 - 
Actual

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Parsonage Roof 3,300

Parsonage HVAC 9,205

Parsonage Updates 
(carpet/paint)

13,580

Parking Lot 19,011 38, 345 40,000 42,000 120,000

Carpeting 50,000

HVAC 25,000 100,000 100,000

HVAC Ductwork 
and Controls

Worship Center 
Piano

16,294

Worship Center 
Main Projectors

21,710

Sound Booth 
Mixing Board

22,314

Front Stairs Rebuild 3,051 4,576

Ash Tree 
Replacement

21,260

Furniture 7,500

Dishwasher 9,500

Bunn Coffeemaker 10,000

Playground 70,000

Interior Painting 10,000 15,000

Church Roof 60,000

Totals 28,216 57,939 24,311 4,576 35,894 21,710 142,500 184,500 142,000 70,000 120,000

Budgeted Transfers 
(or audited excess)

60,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 60,000

Year-End Account 
Balance Estimate

$304,887.00 $280,576.00 $336,000.00 $360,106.00 $398,396.00 $315,896.00 $191,396.00 $109,396.00 $99,396.00 $39,396.00
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Worship Attendance
March 1 - 457
March 8 - 361

March 15 (online) - 236
March 22 (online) - 403
March 29 (online) - 343

Vacation Bible School at Living Word
Save the date for Living Word’s Vacation Bible School! 
Your children, ages 3 through 5th grade, are invited to 
join us on June 22-26 from 9:00 am – to 12:00 pm for 
stories from the Bible, great games, crafts, music, and 
mission opportunities. Registration will begin soon!

Youth Choir Ballpark Fundraiser POSTPONED
The Great Awakening Choir Ballpark Fundraiser and 
Silent Auction that was scheduled for Sunday, April 
5, has been postponed to a later date that is yet to 
be determined. If you have any questions, please 
contact Mark Turner, Director of Great Awakening, at 
mturner@livingwordumc.org.

Important Information

Join us for Online Worship!
Join us online for worship each Sunday in April at 
livingwordumc.org/ondemand. The services will be 
posted by 9:00 am. Please register your attendance 
so that we know you are worshiping with us! If you're 
watching from our "On Demand" page, you'll find the 
link for the Connect Card right below the video. You 
can also register by using your ShelbyNEXT app or by 
visiting lwinfo.org, clicking "Connect," and typing in 
your information there.

Living Word At Home
Living Word has created a new page on our website 
where we are uploading daily content for you to 
view! It's the one-stop location for daily devotions, 
video blogs, and children's, youth, and adult ministry 
links and videos. To access these resources, visit 
livingwordumc.org/athome.

ShelbyNEXT App
Don't forget you can support Living Word ministries 
from your phone! Our ShelbyNEXT app allows you 
to give online. Please consider your church in your 
digital giving in this time of virtual presence. For 
assistance, please contact Cindy Brown at cbrown@
livingwordumc.org.

Check Out Living Word on Social Media!
If you don't already do so, please follow and engage 
with Living Word on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram! 
This time of digital discipleship provides the perfect 
opportunity for you to reach out and "invite" your 
friends, family, and neighbors to church!

Living Word Golf Tournament/Scholarship Fundraiser
Save the date for Living Word's Golf Tournament and 
Scholarship Fundraiser on Sunday, June 14, at the 
Fore Honor Golf and Event Center (formerly Deer 
Creek Golf and Events)! The tournament is sponsored 
by the Men's Club to raise funds for scholarships and 
missions. This is now the only fundraiser for these 
scholarships and we'd like broad support for our 
students. If you like golf, even a little, it's sure to be a 
fun afternoon filled with food, prizes, and fellowship! 
Look for more information and registration soon.

Save the Date
April 10 – Good Friday Worship Service ONLINE

April 12 – Easter Worship Services ONLINE
June 14 – Living Word Golf Outing and Fundraiser

June 22-26 – Living Word Vacation Bible School

The Mind of Christ
In 2020, our goal is for everyone to develop "The 
Mind of Christ." Materials to help you go deeper into 
the week's sermon are available at livingwordumc.
org/mindofchrist.



6

youth & young adults
Save the Date:
May 3 - Men's Club Scholarship Deadline
May 3 - Senior Celebration
June 8-13 - All Youth XTREME Summer Camp
June 29 - High School Paintball
July 10 - All Youth Bowling
July 23-26 - High School Mexico Mission Trip

Scholarship Opportunity
Men’s Club is sponsoring three $1,500 scholarships 
in 2020! Applications and eligibility requirements are 
available at livingwordumc.org. The deadline for all 
entries is May 3. Winners will be announced in July.

Youth Group
Youth Group will not meet onsite until further notice. 
Each Sunday, however, Zach will record a youth 
Sunday School lesson and fun game for all middle 
school and high school students and send it via email. 
All youth resources will also be available online at 
livingwordumc.org/ondemand.

Check out livingwordumc.org/youth for updates, 
details and permission forms or contact Zach Davis, 
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries, at 
zdavis@livingwordumc.org for more information!

A Note from Zach Davis,
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries
Hey everyone, I hope all is well and you are finding 
ways to stay entertained during this time of social 
distancing. Even though we may be stuck inside our 
homes we can’t stop pursuing a relationship with 
Jesus. One of the things that I am continuing to 
do is have a lesson and some sort of goofy activity 
every Sunday morning. Another thing that will be 
happening in the future is on Wednesday, April 8, and 
Wednesday, April 29, we will have a time of worship 
with music provided by Devin and/or Alyssa. We 
started these Wednesday night gatherings in hopes 
of getting individuals excited and interested in joining 
a youth band. We will continue with the vision of 
eventually getting that ministry up and running. For 
now I would like to invite our youth to watch a service 
on those dates, where I will talk more about the band 
and we will have a worship service. I would also like 
to invite youth in high school and middle school to 
come to summer camp June 8-13. We will be going to 
Eagle Sky located in Piedmont, Missouri. We will be 
partnering with other UMC churches this summer to 
have a great time alongside other believers. Sign up 
for camp at livingwordumc.org/youth.

Confirmands at LEAP Conference Living Word Youth at Winter Jam 2020



Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
To add a prayer to the above list, please complete the online form at lwinfo.org and click on Prayer Request, or 
email Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, 
please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 
24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Mary Stevens
Rev. Doug Kraus
Hope Kraus
Mike Derryberry
Denice Traschel
Joshua Dale Watson
Rebecca Ware-Mitchell
Doug Nash
Charlotte Ottley

Vicki Robinson
Delaney Digman
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent
Peggy Cruse
Bill Cruse
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 outbreak

The Bentrup and Widdicombe families on the loss of Wally 
 Bentrup

The Rawls family on the loss of Craig Rawls

The Wick and Andreas families on the loss of Peggy 
 Andreas’s mother, Rosemary Wick

The Sappington family on the loss of Phyllis Sappington’s 
 husband, Al Sappington
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congregational Care
Lenten Prayer Vigil
Please join Living Word's Prayer Team as we pray 
during Holy Thursday, Good Friday, to Easter Sunday. 
Simply sign up for a time slot and pray during that 
time. When you sign up, we will email you a prayer 
vigil guide to help you with suggested prayers. If you 
are interested or have any questions, please contact 
Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-
821-2823.

Volunteer Shoppers
To any of our members who are unable to leave their 
homes for essential items, we have volunteers who 
will help you! Just call Val Novatny at 636-821-2823, 
and she will get it organized for you. Also, please let 
us know if you have any neighbors, friends, or loved 
ones who need an extra hand with their essential 
shopping. If you would like to be a volunteer, Val can 
fill you in with the details. Thank you and be safe!

Churchwide Prayer
Join us in prayer! Everyday at noon, let us all come 
together and use the power of prayer to pray that 
God cures our family, friends, community, and world.

On March 11, members of Living Word's Senior Social 
group held their March luncheon and enjoyed lovely music 
performed by Steve Dickinson!



17315 Manchester Road
Wildwood, MO 63038

Phone: 636.821.2800
Fax: 636.821.2801
Pastor On Call: 636-821-2888
Website: livingwordumc.org

Return Service Requested

Worship WITH us
Sundays at 9:00 am
Online at livingwordumc.org/ondemand

Sunday School resources for all ages
Available at livingwordumc.org/athome

March 2020 at Living Word


