
May 31, 2020 

Paul and Silas in Prison 
Acts 16:16-40 
 

Instructions for Families: 
● Complete these activities in order at any 

time during the week, whenever it best fits 
your family schedule.  Ideally, plan to do them all together at one time.  

● All activity materials are common household objects, and are listed at the 
beginning of each activity.   

 
● Gathering 

○ Materials: Basic altar decor (placemat/cloth 
napkin, candle/lighter, cross or other item of 
religious significance). 

○ Directions: 
■ Note: If you have not yet made a family altar, do this first: 

● Decide as a family where you will set up the altar.  Some 
good options include in the center of a dining table, on a 
console table, or atop a low bookshelf.  It should be easily 
visible to the children, but not still somewhat out of everyday 
reach (ex: not on a mantle, but also not on the coffee table). 

● After you have decided where the altar will be, set up a few 
basic objects together: 

○ Lay out a cloth napkin or placemat as a base. 
○ Add a candle and a cross, or another object that 

reminds your family of God. 
■ Gather the children and adults who will be participating in Sunday 

school together. 
■ Point out the object that was added to the altar last week: a 

flashlight. 
● Ask: Last week, we heard about when a man named Saul 

heard Jesus speak to him out of a big, bright light. 
Afterwards, Saul couldn’t see until God sent a man named 
Ananaias to heal him.  After that, Saul believed in God.  It 
was such a big change that he changed his name to Paul, so 
everyone would know he was different! 



● Say: Let’s get ready to make our hearts and minds ready to 
listen to God today. 

■ Light the candle.  Then, Say: This candle light reminds us that God 
is with us.  Now, let’s say a prayer together to make our hearts and 
minds ready to listen to God. 

● Invite a child to say a prayer.  If no one volunteers, an adult 
may say a prayer, or lead the family in the prayer below: 

● “Dear God, thank you for being here with us in our home. 
We are ready to listen and to learn about you.  We love you. 
Amen.” 
 

 
● Bible Story - Paul and Silas in 

Prison 
○ Materials: Storybook Bible, or 

Device with Internet Access 
○ Directions: 

■ Find the story of Paul and 
Silas in Prison in a Storybook 
Bible (Acts 16:16-40) 

■ Invite an older child to read the story aloud.  Make sure everyone 
can see the pictures. 

■ If you don’t have a storybook Bible, or if you would prefer, watch 
this YouTube video: 

● YouTube Search Term - “Crossroads Kids Club Paul and 
Silas” 

● Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y24Ak7DJZFg 

 
○ Ask your children: 

■ What happened first in the story? 
■ What happened in the middle? 
■ What happened at the end? 
■ How does this story make you feel? 
■ What do you think God wants us to learn from this story? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y24Ak7DJZFg


● Family Activity -  Praising God Together  
○ Materials:  Praise Music, Open Space 
○ Say:  Paul and Silas praised God, even when they were in prison!  We 

can praise God too!  
○ Turn on a favorite praise and worship song, and sing and dance together! 
○ If you could use some guidance, look up this video: 

■ YouTube Search Term: “Every Move I Make CJ and Friends” 
■ Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPvnZILn6EY 

 
 
 

● Independent Activity 
○ Directions: Give each child some time to do an age-appropriate activity 

on their own to further explore the Bible story. 
 

○ PreK - Praising God in Prison  
■ Materials: Two Chairs, Blanket, 

Blocks, Toy Instruments 
■ Say: Paul and Silas were in prison, 

but they were still praising God! 
Suddenly, there was a big 
earthquake, and the prison walls all 
fell down!  

■ Say: Let’s pretend that we are Paul and Silas! 
■ Place two chairs far enough apart for you and your child to sit on 

the floor between them).  Drape a blanket over the top of the chairs. 
■ Gather some toy instruments and put them inside the “prison.” 
■ Sit under the chairs and blanket with your child.  
■ Use blocks to build up some “walls” for the prison. 
■ Play the instruments and shout, “God is good!”  Then, knock down 

the walls! 
■ Build the walls back up and play again! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPvnZILn6EY


■ Ask: Why were Paul and Silas so happy?  (they loved God).  What 
happens next? (Paul and Silas visited the jailer’s house and told his 
family about God) 
 
 

○ K-2nd Grade - Prison Chains 
■ Materials:  Piece of Paper, Scissors, Crayons, 

Stapler or Tape, Sample Writing Page: “I Am With 
You Always” 

■ Say: Paul and Silas trusted in God even when they 
were in prison.  They had chains around their arms 
and legs, but that didn’t stop them from worshipping! 

■ Say: Let’s make a paper chain to remember the 
story.  This will be a special paper chain, because it 
will have an important message on it. 

■ Help your child cut the paper into five strips. 
■ Have your child copy the phrase, “I am with you 

always,” onto the paper strips (one word per strip).  
■ Encourage your child to decorate the paper strips 

with the crayons 
■ Help your child connect the ends of one strip in a 

loop that fits very loosely around their wrist (so they 
can slip it on and off easily).  Make sure the words are on the 
outside. 

■ Show your child how to use tape or a stapler to make a paper chain 
with the rest of the strips.  

■ Have your child put their hands through the links on the ends of the 
chain.  

■ Say: These words are a big promise that Jesus gave us.  Jesus 
said, “I am with you always.”  That’s why Paul and Silas could stay 
calm and trust God when they were in prison.  They even praised 
and worshipped God!  God saw their faith, and sent an earthquake 
to set them free! 

■ Have your children shout, “God is with me!” while they shake the 
paper chain off their wrists. 

■ Encourage your child to find a place in their bedroom for their paper 
chain, where they can see it and be reminded that God is always 
with them. 
 



○ 3rd-5th Grade - Paul and Silas Flip Book  
■ Materials:  10-20 Index Cards (Cut in Half), Binder Clip, Pencil 
■ Say: Paul and Silas had stayed 

calm and trusted God when they 
were in prison.  They even 
praised and worshipped God 
while they were there, and the 
other prisoners joined in!  God 
saw their faith, and sent an 
earthquake to set them free! 
The walls fell down, and their 
chains fell off. 

■ Say: Let’s make a flip book to show the prison walls falling down. 
● Optional: look up a video of a flip book online to help your 

child understand the concept. 
■ Have your child number the corner of each index card. 
■ Encourage your child to draw Paul and Silas in chains with the 

walls up around them on the first card.  The picture should take up 
most of the card 

■ Next, find the last card in the stiack.  Have your child draw a similar 
picture with the walls crumbled and the chains fallen off. Make sure 
it’s the same size as the other drawing, with the people figures in 
about the same spots. 

■ Have your child fill in the remaining cards with drawings of similar 
size, making small alterations to the scene until they make a full 
progression from the first to the last. 

● It may be helpful for your child to draw a few other middle 
scenes as anchors, and then fill in the other cards. 

■ Stack the cards in order, and use a binder clip to connect them on 
one side. 

■ Flip through the pages and see how the story moves!  
 

● Closing Prayer 
○ Gather everyone back together around the altar. 
○ Invite each child to share something about their 

age-level activity, if they wish. 
○ Say: It’s time to add something to our altar.  Today, 

we will add  a chain  to remind us of  Paul and 
Silas trusting God in prison. 



■ Together, find a chain to add to the altar.  A necklace chain or a 
paper clip chain are good options.  Place it on the altar. 

○ Share about this week’s “Sads, Glads, and Sorrys.” 
■ Encourage everyone (adults too!) to name one thing from this week 

that makes them sad, one thing that makes them glad, and one 
thing for which they are sorry. 

○ Ask if a child would like to say a prayer to close the time together.  If no 
one volunteers, an adult may lead the prayer.  Or, read the prayer below, 
while children repeat: 

■ “Dear God, thank you for loving us so much.  We are so glad that 
you are with us, even when we are sad.  Please forgive us for the 
things that make us feel sorry.  We love you.  Amen.” 

○ Tell your children that you are thankful your family spent this special time 
together.  Remember to extinguish the candle when you have finished.  

 


