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in worship
Momma Said
May 24 - June 7
Available Sundays online at livingwordumc.org/ondemand by 9:00 am 
and on Facebook at 9:00 and 10:30 am

A Simple Guide to prayer. What are those simple phrases your mother 
always told you to say to others? Say "I'm sorry." Say "Please." Say "Thank 
you." These phrases are basic components of our prayer life.

JUNE 2020

Follow us:

June 7 Communion
Once again we will celebrate Holy Communion during our June 7 online 
worship service. To facilitate this, we will have personal communion cups 
available to be picked up in the church parking lot from noon to 2:00 pm 
on Saturday, June 6. In order to be faithful to our Methodist heritage and 
doctrine, we encourage you to use this method of communion.

Circle of Concern Item Drop Off
Also on June 6, as you come to pick up your communion cups, consider 
making a contribution to Circle of Concern, one of Living Word's Signature 
Missions, by bringing any of the following items: pasta sauce, canned 
pasta, jelly, dinner helpers, disposable razors, hand soap, dish soap, or 
sunscreen.

Vacation Bible School Postponed
Living Word has decided to postpone Vacation Bible School to a later 
date that is yet to be determined. We are considering several options 
for late summer and will keep you posted on plans as they become clear.
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pastor's pen
Living Word Returns

Living Word will begin a phased in return over the 
next several months. A tentative plan is as follows 
(and depends upon St. Louis County and CDC 
guidelines):

June 1 - Staff begins a phased in return to the office.

June 15 - Small Groups and Adult Sunday School 
classes will be allowed to meet in the building with 
a limit of 10 per class. Video conference technology 
will be available to allow groups to meet in the 
building while members who choose to stay at 
home are able to join the group online. Designated 
rooms will be provided which will be large enough 
to allow the meetings to happen while social 
distancing is observed.
 

All ministry leaders should email Cindy Brown 
at cbrown@livingwordumc.org to let her know 
whether your group will be meeting or not during 
the summer.
   

July 5 - The building will be opened to the larger 
groups who have previously used the building. 
Inside groups will be allowed to return. Outside 
groups such as the Boy Scouts and AA will also be 
allowed. We will not yet be open to new outside 
users.  
 

Online worship will continue until we are able to 
enter our worship space with a larger group. Late 
July or early August is the expected time frame.

youth & young adults
Save the Date:
July 10 - All Youth Bowling
July 11 - Senior Trip to Union Station
July 12 - Senior Celebration

Living Word Youth
Youth Sunday School will resume when the church 
building reopens for worship. Until then, we 
encourage you to join Zach Davis, Director of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministries, Sunday mornings 
online at 9:00 am. All middle school and high 

school students are welcome! Please email Zach at 
zdavis@livingwordumc.org for the meeting link.

Youth Mission Trip Postponed
The Youth Mission Trip to Mexico is postponed until 
winter. More information will be available later on.

Check out livingwordumc.org/youth for updates, 
details and permission forms or contact Zach Davis, 
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries, at 
zdavis@livingwordumc.org for more information!

 

Our greatest concern is that we don't place any 
of our members or guests in harm's way. We will 
adhere strictly to recommended safety and health 
guidelines as we move forward.
 

If you have questions or ideas, please contact 
Pastor Dave at disrael@livingwordumc.org.



George Floyd, et al.

As I write this, I am at a loss for where to start. A man was denied breath after being handcuffed by the policeman 
who knelt on his neck. Some may say, “wait until the full story comes out.” However, one St. Louis City police 
officer and trainer has already reported that this type of action is completely outside the training of any police 
department. As such, the officer has been fired as well as arrested. At least in this case, justice has begun 
swiftly. That as opposed to the slow actions of the police department in another state that waited weeks before 
arresting the men who hunted down and killed a man running in their neighborhood. (And by running, I mean 
he was out for a jog.)

Where do we begin to speak about this? The killing of another is clearly sin according to scripture. But you 
and I both know it is not as simple as that. The dead men in both cases were black. The killers in both cases 
were white. That complicates things. It makes it so much more difficult to settle the matter when race enters 
in. As followers of Jesus Christ, we would be wrong to try to keep race out. Too many times we have witnessed 
the videos of crimes being perpetrated by whites against blacks. Too many times these crimes have involved 
uniformed officers who have a duty to protect (even to protect those in their custody.)

I really am at a loss for words because I would have hoped that by my generation and those that follow me, we 
could have eradicated this systemic injustice that we still sweep under the carpet after the dust clears and the 
damage from the riots is cleaned up. Both of my grandfathers were awful bigots, but I guess it would be fair to 
say that at least they were open about it. I think it is time that we face up to our own participation in systems 
of injustice. However, I really do not like the idea that I am supposed to feel shame for what has happened 
in the past. I think my theology of forgiveness disallows my mind to go there. Instead I would turn us toward 
intentional actions of identifying and tearing down systems and to seek to enable and empower people of color 
to participate fully in the same way as whites.

I am going to ask you to consider reading the book “White Fragility.” (The author herself admits that she knows 
the title alone may be a stumbling block to your reading.) Bishop Farr has recommended it and I am listening 
now to it as an audible book. Amazon is sold out of the book at the moment, so the copies I’ve ordered for the 
staff and our Leadership Board are backordered. When the book becomes more widely available, we’ll begin a 
conversation as a congregation about how we create some actionable plans for Living Word as a church and for 
each one of us as individuals who seek to create “Thy Kingdom come… on earth…”  

By the way, I think we already have a great start. The mission work we are doing at Meramec Elementary School 
is making it possible for the children in that neighborhood to have advantages they may not otherwise have. I 
hope we can continue to seek ways to make that kind of mission more a part of the everyday work we do as a 
church.

Blessings to you as we seek together to be the church Christ is calling us to be.

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave

Message from the Heart
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This is the fourth in a series of Beacon articles in which we’re taking a look at Living Word’s financial assets and how they 
are held and used. Over the past three months, I wrote about “Donor Restricted Funds,” our “Trustee Capital Recovery 
Fund,” and our “Investment in Growth Fund.” This month, I’m going to write about our “Market Performance” fund.

But first, let me remind you that Living Word’s financial assets are held in several different accounts – an operating funds 
bank account, a money market account, an investment account (itself diversified across cash, stocks, and mutual funds), an 
endowment fund with the Missouri United Methodist Foundation, and even a bank account in Ghana to which funds are 
transferred to do our mission work in Ghana! At the end of April, Living Word had total assets of $1,671,348.33. However, 
these funds are set aside for a number of different uses or purposes. The table below shows where Living Word holds its 
financial assets, and the various fund purposes these assets are spread among:

Financial Holdings 4/30/2020 Purposes 4/30/2020
Primary Checking 
Account

              248,897.62 Operating Fund               851,302.97 

Petty Cash                        49.70 Ghana and Prepaid Card 
Fund

                 21,077.44

Money Market Account             335,781.98 Trustee Capital Recovery 
Fund

               412,913.42

Receivables                (13,717.60) Donor Restricted Fund                345,877.49
Investment Cash                  9,408.07 Investment in Growth 

Fund
                 21,770.54 

Investment Equities             140,874.19 Market Performance 
Fund

                   3,921.91

Investment Mutual 
Funds

            445,903.00 Endowment Fund                  18,248.27

Investment Preferred 
Deposit

            464,825.66 Accounts Payable                  (3,763.71)

Endowment Fund                18,248.27 Total Assets             1,671,348.33
Ghana and Prepaid 
Credit Cards

                21,077.44

Total Assets            1,671,348.33

For the past two months, I have written about “board designated” funds. These are funds that our Leadership Board has 
decided to set aside for a particular use, but that could also be re-designated if the Leadership Board decided to take 
that action. The first two “Board Designated” funds that I wrote about were the “Trustee Capital Recovery Fund” and the 
“Investment in Growth” fund. We also have what is called a “Market Performance Fund.” Since a significant part of our 
financial assets is held in market investments (the rows “Investment Equities” and “Investment Mutual Funds” in the left 
hand column above), this fund was established to keep track of financial gains and losses associated with stock market 
performance. While realized gains and losses from sales of stocks or mutual funds are bookkept as part of our revenues, the 
portion of the investment fund portfolio value that represents unrealized gains or losses (gains and losses due to market 
performance only) is tracked in this “Market Performance” fund. Each year, a portion of this fund (equal to 5% of the total 
investment value) is retained to offset potential losses in the coming year, with the remainder being made available for 
other board-designated purposes, whether that be ministry, missional, or to fund the Trustees Capital Recovery Fund. With 
the volatility of the market due to COVID-19, this has proven to be a good plan! Even with the market performance over 
the past few months, at the end of April, the Market Performance fund held $3,921.91 in unrealized gains.

Thank you once again for your generosity. Next time, I’ll write about the Endowment Fund!

In Christ’s Love,
Greg Finfrock, Executive Pastor and Director of Adult Discipleship

Financial Update
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Online Worship Attendance
May 3 - 858

May 10 - 503
May 17 - 979
May 24 - 646
May 31 - 696

Important Information

Living Word At Home
Living Word has created a new page on our website 
where we are uploading daily content for you to 
view! It's the one-stop location for daily devotions, 
video blogs, and children's, youth, and adult ministry 
links and videos. To access these resources, visit 
livingwordumc.org/athome.

ShelbyNEXT App
Don't forget you can support Living Word ministries 
from your phone! Our ShelbyNEXT app allows you 
to give online. Please consider your church in your 
digital giving in this time of virtual presence. For 
assistance, please contact Cindy Brown at cbrown@
livingwordumc.org.

The Living Word Lobby Live Stream
We encourage you to follow and engage with Living 
Word on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram! Be sure to 
join Pastor David and Pastor Greg on Facebook each 
Sunday at noon for The Living Word Lobby live stream 
- a place where they will respond to any questions 
or thoughts posted in the chat, and where our Living 
Word family can greet one another like we normally 
do in the Living Word Lobby between services!

Living Word Ministries Feedback
As Living Word begins preparation for our long-
awaited return to on-site worship, we want to 
make sure we are making the right decisions for our 
congregation going forward.

We'd like to know how we're doing, so we have 
provided a form for you to give your anonymous 
feedback on the feedback tab at lwinfo.org. We'd 
love your input!

All Living Word surveys and opportunities for feedback 
are anonymous.

The Mind of Christ
In 2020, our goal is for everyone to develop "The 
Mind of Christ." Materials to help you go deeper into 
the week's sermon are available at livingwordumc.
org/mindofchrist.

Experience Worship on Facebook!
Living Word now offers the opportunity for you and 
your family to experience worship through Facebook 
Premiere. This feature allows us to broadcast our 
pre-recorded services live so that we can view and 
experience worship together, as well as engage with 
one another in the comments. All you have to do is 
visit our Facebook page at 9:00 am for the traditional 
service or 10:30 am for the contemporary service.

As always, both services will continue to be posted 
online at livingwordumc.org/ondemand each Sunday.

Ways to Give
Mail it in 

ShelbyNEXT app 
livingwordumc.org/giving

or through your bank's Bill Pay service

Living Word United Methodist Church
17315 MANCHESTER ROAD

WILDWOOD, MO 63038

Golf Tournament/Scholarship Fundraiser Postponed
To ensure we have maximum participation from 
the Living Word community, the Men's Club has 
rescheduled the golf tournament to Sunday, 
September 13. Please save the date! More information 
to come soon.

This is the Men's Club only fundraiser for scholarships 
in 2020. We expect students will need the extra help 
of a scholarship this fall.  

We look forward to your support, even if you don't 
play! Thank you and please stay healthy!

Parking Lot to be Paved
The Living Word Church upper and lower parking lots 
are scheduled to be repaved June 15-19, weather 
permitting. Visitors will be directed to park in the lot 
that's not being worked on at the time of your visit.
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Church Family News
Living Word Implements New Security Plan

At Living Word, the safety and security of our staff, members, and visitors is of utmost importance. Because of 
this, Living Word is working with a company, Strategos International, to put measures in place that will move the 
church toward a more secure facility.

In April 2019, consultants from Strategos International visited Living Word for various interviews and assessments 
to create an extensive report, and in the summer of 2019, this report was studied and interpreted. Living Word is 
already in the process of implementing many of the various safety and security measures outlined by Strategos, 
and we'd like to make you aware of some of them.

Going forward, visitors will no longer be able to access the building unannounced. The entrances to the building 
will remain locked at all times, with the exception of the front entrance on Sunday mornings for worship, in 
which case the unlocked doors will not be left unattended. The main entrances (front doors and lower level Early 
Childhood Center doors) will only be accessible by way of the video intercom system or access card.

Additional upgrades to the security plan include an updated closed circuit television system, various hardware 
changes, new signage around the building, and new procedures that will continue to develop over time. Staff 
and leadership team members, including ushers and greeters, will also be trained on the safety initiatives in the 
coming months.

It’s important to note that the new Living Word security plan is still in its infancy, and is constantly evolving. We 
appreciate your patience during this time of implementation as we make the necessary upgrades to ensure the 
safety of our members and guests.

Congratulations to this year’s Christian Believer class graduates! Every week from September 4, 2019, through 
May 13, 2020, (with a few weeks off for holidays) this dedicated group of people gathered for a two-hour class 
with Pastor Greg Finfrock to dive deeper into their Christian faith by studying the historic doctrines of the church. 
In addition to the weekly class, there were daily Scripture readings and excerpts from the writings of theologians 
throughout church history to guide the study. Even the COVID-19 pandemic did not deter the group, as they 
continued to meet through a Google Hangout for the final weeks of class! Above are some photos from the 
group's socially-distanced final class on the lower church parking lot! These folks are truly worthy of recognition – 

congratulations to each of them for their accomplishment!

Bruce Colella, Andrew Gorzela, Maura Gorzela, Cindy Johnson, Lori Lehman, Kirstin Maciak, Ramona Miles, 
David Mitchell, Linda Poertner, Ann VanLue, Bill VanLue, Brenda Waterhouse, Marcy Watson 

Christian Believer Class
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missions

Thanks to the generosity of our Living Word 
family, we were able to collect two truckloads 
of food pantry items for Agape Help House! 
Thank you to everyone who dropped off 
items while picking up communion cups on 
May 2.

Living Word helpers recently filled 240 Summer Fun 
Bags for students at Meramec Elementary School 
(while practicing social distancing)! The bags are filled 
with all sorts of goodies, including books, stickers, 
activity books, crafts, bubbles, and sidewalk chalk!

Living Word's Congregational Care ministry teams recently 
painted yard signs and assembled bouquets to deliver to 
our local seniors and homebound friends! Homemade 
cookies were also in the mix! Thanks so much to everyone 
who donated their time and materials!



Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
To add a prayer to the above list, please complete the online form at lwinfo.org and click on Prayer Request, or 
email Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, 
please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 
24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Joan & Roger Lester
Laura Hardy
Amanda Tello
Peggy Hendrick
Jerry Kohl
Martha Kohl
Eziel Tello
Crystal Vines
Ken Mann
Rachel Miles
Doug Nash
Charlotte Ottley
Vicki Robinson
Delaney Digman

Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent
Peggy Cruse
Bill Cruse
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 outbreak

The Lowrey family on the loss of Amy Noreen Lowrey, 
 stepmother of Clyde Lowrey

The Richards, Neumann, and Ksiazek families on the loss 
 of Walter Richards, brother of Carol Neumann and  
 uncle of Deb Ksiazek

The Owen and Cruse families on the loss of Peggy Cruse's 
 sister, Linda Cannady Owen

The Jackson family and friends on the loss of Charles W. 
 Jackson, III
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congregational Care
Volunteer Shoppers
To any of our members who are unable to leave their 
homes for essential items, we have volunteers who 
will help you! Just call Val Novatny at 636-821-2823, 
and she will get it organized for you. Also, please let 
us know if you have any neighbors, friends, or loved 
ones who need an extra hand with their essential 
shopping. If you would like to be a volunteer, Val can 
fill you in with the details. Thank you and be safe!

Churchwide Prayer
Join us in prayer! Everyday at noon, let us all come 
together and use the power of prayer to pray that 
God cures our family, friends, community, and world.

Congregational Care Line
The phone number to Living Word's Emergency 
Congregational Care line is 636-821-2888. Please call 
this number if you need to talk with someone. It's 
available 24/7 and will always be answered by one 
of the pastors or by the congregational care director.
 

Upper Room Devotionals
If you would like the most recent issue of the Upper 
Room devotional, please contact Val Novatny at 636-
821-2823 or vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. Please 
specify whether you would like regular or large print.

Sunday Worship Assistance
If you need help locating the worship services or 
navigating the website, please call Beth Balzraine at 
636-821-2803.



Missouri Annual Conference Information


