
BEACON

In This Issue:

PASTOR'S PEN
Page 2

MESSAGE FROM THE HEART
Page 3

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Page 4

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Page 5

MISSIONS &
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS

Page 6 

PRAYER REQUESTS &
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Page 7

JULY AT LIVING WORD
Page 8

t
h

e

in worship
The Fine Art of Disagreement
July 26 - August 16
Available Sundays online at livingwordumc.org/ondemand by 9:00 am 
and on Facebook at 9:00 and 10:30 am

Our culture today faces disagreements with great energy - not all of it 
positive. Some disagreements tear down other people as arguments 
become name calling and finger pointing. Is it possible to have a difference 
with someone and love them? We Christians are called to it. Let's learn 
the fine art of disagreement.

AUGUST 2020

Follow us:

Worship to Continue Online

We've decided that the safer decision is to postpone onsite worship until 
we can have a greater assurance of not endangering the congregation. 
A return date will be set at a later time. Thanks for your understanding!

Our worship services will continue to be available via livestream and on 
demand on Facebook and at livingwordumc.org. If you have any questions, 
please contact Pastor Dave at disrael@livingwordumc.org.

New Way to Give

Living Word now offers text giving! To make your donation, simply text 
the word "give" to 636-306-4111. You will then receive directions via text 
to complete your one time or recurring gift. For more information about 
ways to give, visit livingwordumc.org/giving.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/


2

pastor's pen
Justice and Only Justice

I’ve been doing a lot of reading about race relations these days. It’s a little hard to avoid. However, my reading 
has been focused upon how I as a Christian and as a pastor can lead in the direction of biblical justice and racial 
harmony. For me, biblical justice is the only kind of justice a pastor and Christian should call for. Biblical justice 
is rooted in verses like Psalm 68:4-5 when God is described as the “Father of orphans and protector of widows.” 
Verses like Psalm 89:14 tell us that “righteousness and justice are at the foundation of God’s throne.” When God 
gives Moses instructions for how judges are to act, there is clarity of impartiality, telling them that it is “Justice 
and only justice you shall pursue.” (Deuteronomy 16:20) It is made clear in Exodus and Leviticus that the poor 
and the stranger (read as outsider, racially different, and ethnically non-Jew) are to be treated equitably. And it 
goes beyond that to be clear that you should be taking steps to not only ensure equitable treatment but should 
also be offering opportunities for people to work their way out of their less fortunate circumstances. 

When I read these biblical descriptions of God and recognize that each Christian is meant to be the earthly 
reflection of God’s will and each church is meant to be the ones who execute justice and mercy on behalf of 
Christ, I find myself convicted that there may be more for us to do.

I’ve always been a huge fan of history. However, I’m not interested in history (including biblical history) simply to 
be informed. I’m interested in history to look at what has been done, left undone and needs doing in the future. 
I can’t fix that past. I’ve recently defined unforgiveness as hope for a different past. These things I can’t change. 
I also can’t change my own past. In my personal history I am the benefactor of “white privilege” (the advantages 
I have had in life simply because I was born white in America). I can’t fix that or go back and change it. I’m not 
interested in changing the past, but instead allowing it to inform our future. To understand where we need to 
go in the future, biblical justice means to look at the history of injustice and overlay a biblical understanding of 
where that leads us into the future. Hindsight management is never helpful. However, hindsight is informative 
for where we should go.

With that in mind, I think it’s helpful to ask, how does a church work to repair the injustices of the past? And 
by extension, how do individuals do the same? I don’t see any clear cut and easy answers, however I do think 
there are some things that have already presented themselves that are worth pursuing. This year begins our 
fourth year of involvement in our ministry with Meramec Elementary School. What started as a ministry to help 
bring young readers up to grade level has blossomed into so much more. In the midst of this pandemic, our 
direct presence in the school is highly unlikely during the early part of the school year, but there are still things 
that can be done. On the next page of this publication, you’ll find an article on our ministry at Meramec. I want 
to encourage you to consider whatever depth of involvement you can. I believe that biblical justice in our time 
means for us to make sure that we can point to individuals who gained an advantage because of steps we have 
taken. If we can change the lives, families, and neighborhood of one school, I think we’ve gone a long way to 
living out God’s clarion call for “justice and only justice.”

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
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Message from the Heart
Ready...Set...Meramec!

It’s back-to-school time in just a few weeks! Thank you to everyone who helped to support Rockwood and 
Meramec students to get the new backpacks and school supplies they need. Some students will be e-learning 
from home and some students will be learning at school in the classroom. All students need school supplies, 
support, and lots of prayers for the 2020-2021 school year!

This will be our fourth year in partnership with this special school, and Meramec continues to need our help 
even more in 2020! Meramec Elementary School Principal, Jonathan Strong, really appreciates Living Word’s 
support and prayers. Please pray for Mr. Strong, Meramec students, and the Meramec staff as the school year 
begins August 24. 

Special thanks to the awesome Meramec Mission Team for helping the students learn to read and for the many 
other ways you support this important mission. 

This ministry is growing and we are asking for your help to do what God is calling us to do. Please pray about 
these opportunities to get involved with Meramec!  

 1. Bulletin Board Team Chair – Coordinate with Meramec staff to design, create, and organize supplies 
 and volunteers to update new bulletin boards at Meramec in August and January.   

 2. Food Pantry Volunteer Team Chair – Coordinate with Mr. Strong and Lil’ Bit Foundation to support 
 the new Meramec Food Pantry with volunteers as needed. 

 3. Christmas Craft and Gift items for Meramec students to make for their families Team Chair – Choose 
 three to four crafts, gather supplies, and make samples for Meramec students to make for their families. 
 Coordinate with Mr. Strong on this event.

 4. Book Fair Team Chair – 5,295 books have been cleaned and sorted. Coordinate with Mr. Strong for 
 the best date for a Book Fair at Meramec to share these books with the students.

 5. Prayer Team Chair – Coordinate prayers for the staff, students, and families at Meramec.

 6. Staff Appreciation/Special Projects Team Chair – Lead the effort to help the Meramec staff feel 
 appreciated and valued two to three times a year. Help coordinate special projects as needed.

We already have leaders in place for the Parent-Teacher Conferences Dinner Team and the Christmas Gift Bags 
for the Meramec Students Team. Be watching for ways to get involved with these teams.

For more information or to volunteer, please contact me by August 15. Thanks for your support and prayers!

Blessings,
Kelly Vincent
Meramec Mission Team Chair
kellyvin33@gmail.com
314-541-2275
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Online Worship Attendance
July 5 - 623

July 12 - 600
July 19 - 540
July 26 - 597

Important Information

Living Word At Home
Living Word has created a new page on our website 
where we are uploading daily content for you to 
view! It's the one-stop location for daily devotions, 
video blogs, and children's, youth, and adult ministry 
links and videos. To access these resources, visit 
livingwordumc.org/athome. The Living Word Lobby Live Stream

Be sure to join Pastor David and Pastor Greg on 
Facebook each Sunday at noon for The Living Word 
Lobby live stream - a place where they will respond 
to any questions or thoughts posted in the chat, and 
where our Living Word family can greet one another 
like we normally do in the Living Word Lobby between 
services!

The Mind of Christ Bible Study
In 2020, our goal is for everyone to develop "The 
Mind of Christ." Materials to help you go deeper into 
the week's sermon are available at livingwordumc.
org/mindofchrist.

Experience Worship on Facebook!
Living Word now offers the opportunity for you and 
your family to experience worship through Facebook 
Premiere. This feature allows us to broadcast our 
pre-recorded services live so that we can view and 
experience worship together, as well as engage with 
one another in the comments. All you have to do is 
visit our Facebook page at 9:00 am for the traditional 
service or 10:30 am for the contemporary service.

As always, both services will continue to be posted 
online at livingwordumc.org/ondemand each Sunday.

Ways to Give
Text 'give' to 636-306-4111

Mail it in 
ShelbyNEXT app 

livingwordumc.org/giving
or through your bank's Bill Pay service

Living Word United Methodist Church
17315 MANCHESTER ROAD

WILDWOOD, MO 63038

Blood Drive at Living Word
Living Word is sponsoring an American Red Cross 
Blood Drive which will be held in the Fellowship 
Hall on August 20 from 2:00-6:00 pm. If you would 
like to make an appointment to donate, please 
visit redcrossblood.org and enter the sponsor code 
"LWUMC" or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

August 2 Communion
We will once again celebrate Holy Communion at 
home on Sunday, August 2. To participate, please 
pick up a communion cup for each member of your 
household in the church parking lot on Saturday, 
August 1, between 9:00 and 11:00 am.

Communion Survey
During this time of social distancing, Living Word 
has continued to offer an opportunity for Holy 
Communion by distributing the elements via church 
pickup every month. Please take a few minutes to 
answer a survey regarding communion at Living Word 
by visiting lwinfo.org.

ECC Job Opening
The Living Word Early Childhood Center (ECC) has an 
assistant teaching position available. The teaching 
assistant will work with two-year-olds and/or pre-
kindergarteners Tuesday through Thursday from 8:30 
am to 12:30 pm. If you are interested in applying, 
please contact ECC Director Becky Miller at bmiller@
livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2860.

Youth Ministry Opportunity Available
The Living Word Youth ministry has a special 
opportunity available! We are looking for adult youth 
leaders who are passionate about the ministry and 
who would be available to mentor students and help 
facilitate youth Bible studies and activities. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please contact Zach Davis 
at zdavis@livingwordumc.org.
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Church Family News
Letter to Living Word Family
Living Word UMC Family,

We are blessed to have such a wonderful caring 
and loving church family, especially during Preston's 
recent accident and recovery. Preston continues to 
rehab and we are so thankful for his improvement. 
Thank you to everyone for their prayers, cards, phone 
calls, and love. God is good! 

In Jesus' Name, Preston and Iris Koprivica

Congregational Care Line
The phone number to Living Word's Emergency 
Congregational Care line is 636-821-2888. Please call 
this number if you need to talk with someone. It's 
available 24/7 and will always be answered by one 
of the pastors or by the congregational care director.

Online Sunday School Classes
Living Word's "Active Faith" and "Getting Out of the Boat" Sunday School classes would love to see new 
participants join them as they continue to meet online through Zoom while we are unable to meet in person! 
Please contact the class facilitator listed to be added to the invitation list for each class:

"Getting Out of the Boat" has started a new study called "Goliath Must Fall" by Louie Giglio. This study is all about 
God's ability to defeat those "giants" that are holding us back from achieving all we can, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit living in us. The class meets via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. This study is facilitated by 
Rick Voteau, but please contact class facilitator Bill VanLue at bvanlue1@att.net to receive the link to the Zoom 
meetings.

"Active Faith" continues to use the Living Word "Mind of Christ" weekly study guide to delve more deeply into 
the Scripture reading from the week's sermon. Various class members lead each week's session. The class meets 
through Zoom on Sunday mornings at 8:00 am. Contact class facilitator Patty Brown at realpattybrown@gmail.
com to receive the link to the Zoom meetings.

Bible Studies
Two additional small groups that use the Living Word "Mind of Christ" weekly study guide have resumed meeting, 
and would welcome additional participants:

Online: Pastor David Israel's Men's Bible Study meets virtually on Wednesday mornings at 6:00 am. All men are 
welcome to attend this study. Please contact Pastor David at disrael@livingwordumc.org for the online meeting 
code.

Onsite: Rob and Alicia Lander's Co-ed Bible Study meets Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm. Everyone is welcome 
to attend this study. Please contact Alicia at ajlanders@gmail.com to verify class meeting dates.

Lincoln Edward Williams
Celebrating the baptism of Lincoln Edward Williams 
on Sunday, July 19, at Living Word! Lincoln is the son 
of Alex and Lindsay Williams and the grandson of 
Mark and Pam Williams. Congratulations!
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missions

youth & young adults
Save the Date:
Aug. 6 - All Youth Kickball
Aug. 26 - Wednesday Night Worship (all youth)
Sept. 12 - High School Urban Golf
Sept. 19 - Middle School Urban Golf
Sept. 23 - Wednesday Night Worship (all youth)

Update on Living Word Golf Tournament and Scholarship Fundraiser
Plans are underway for the annual golf tournament sponsored by the Living Word Men's Club. The event is still 
slated to take place on Sunday, September 13, at the Fore Honor Golf and Event Center with a 1:00 pm tee off.

This year the event will be extra special, as it will honor Living Word Men's Club member Ken Mann. The event 
will provide an opportunity for members to pray for Ken's recovery, as well as honor the tremendous impact he 
has had on the church by funding an additional scholarship in his name. Even if you don't golf, please consider 
contributing to this special scholarship.

The Men's Club is taking extra precautions to keep players safe by reducing team size to three members and 
limiting one member per cart with the exception of family members. The cost to play is $125 per participant, 
which includes golf, cart, dinner, and mulligans. Men's Club is also looking for hole sponsors of $100 or $200 
with a sign for your support. Please consider supporting the Men's Club in their efforts to honor Ken Mann and 
to support Living Word students with scholarships. Anyone willing to volunteer or lead prayer can contact Steve 
Ernst at sbevetteman@live.com.

Dinner afterwards will either be a carry-out to eat at home, or outside dining, depending on conditions. The 
winners of the events will be announced at the event or via email if dinner is carry-out. To register for the event, 
sponsor a hole, or make a scholarship donation, visit livingwordumc.org/golf.

Check out livingwordumc.org/youth for updates, 
details and permission forms or contact Zach Davis, 
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries, at 
zdavis@livingwordumc.org for more information!

On July 12, Living Word seniors and their families came together (social distancing style) to celebrate with a 
luncheon. Thank you to the volunteers who worked hard to make this possible, and congrats to the class of 2020!

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/


Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
To add a prayer to the above list, please complete the online form at lwinfo.org and click on Prayer Request, or 
email Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, 
please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 
24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Clella Malloy
Don Novatny
Joan Burkholder
Monica & Howard Murray
John Scott
Stephen Rye
Joan Burkholder
Tiffany Davis
Glenn Randolph
George Crow
Jerry Davis
Nancy Davis
Claudia McManomy
Shirley Vaughn

Ken Mann
Carolyn Mann
Doug Nash
Charlotte Ottley
Vicki Robinson
Delaney Digman
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent
Peggy Cruse
Bill Cruse
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider
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congregational Care
James 5:19-20 Now Meeting Offsite
The James 5:19-20 Prayer Group, facilitated by Della 
Jenkins, is an intentional prayer group for people 
who want to help their loved ones turn back to Jesus. 
During the month of August, the group will meet 
offsite at the Wildwood Community Park, North 
Pavilions on Tuesdays at 9:00 am.

To register for this group, please visit livingwordumc.
org or contact Director of Congregational Care Val 
Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-
821-2823. 

Release My Grip - Parents of College Students
If you are a parent struggling with emotions after 
sending your child to college, please join us as we 
walk this journey together. We will use the book, 
Release My Grip, by Kami Gilmour. We will meet 

monthly at 7:00 pm at Living Word or offsite beginning 
Wednesday, September 2. The facilitator will be Val 
Novatny. If you are interested in joining the group, 
please reserve your spot by emailing Val Novatny, 
Director of Congregational Care, or by calling 636-
821-2823. The cost of the book is $10. Please invite 
your neighbors and friends who may be going on this 
journey as well!

GriefShare Begins September 14
GriefShare, a special seminar and support group for 
people grieving the loss of someone close, will meet 
September 14 - December 7 on Mondays from 6:30-
8:30 pm in Room 215/216 or virtually. To register 
for this 13-week course, please contact Val Novatny 
at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. 
There is a $15 cost for the participant workbook.

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 outbreak

Our communities suffering from the violence

Our community, country and world

All school officials, parents, and students as the next 
school year is being planned and difficult decisions are 
being made

The Cook family on the passing of Nellie Cook

The Bannes and Nishimura families on the passing of 
Dorothy Rose Bannes, grandmother of Lisa Nishimura

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/
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Congratulations to the 2020 Men's Club Scholarship Winners: Joel Fredrickson, Anna Schlegel, Hannah Long, 
Ben Stubblefield, Ethan Timm, and Jessica Miller. Let's pray for these students as they begin college!

July at Living Word

A big thank you once again to all the volunteers who helped clean and sort 5,295 books and five boxes of 
teacher resources for Meramec Elementary School!

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/

