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in worship
The People Called Methodists
July 5
Available Sundays online at livingwordumc.org/ondemand by 9:00 am 
and on Facebook at 9:00 and 10:30 am

What makes United Methodism different? While sharing in the 
fundamental beliefs of broader Christianity, there are certain beliefs of 
"The People Called Methodists" that make us unique.

JULY 2020

Follow us:

Living Word Returns!

Living Word is making plans 
to return to onsite worship 
on Sunday, July 19! Our 
worship services will still be 
available via live stream and 
on demand on Facebook 
and at livingwordumc.org/
ondemand. 

Please keep in mind that 
masks will be required to 
enter the building. Look for 
more information about 
our return to onsite worship 
in the coming weeks! We 
can’t wait to see everyone!
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pastor's pen
Help Me Get One More

I confess to being a war movie buff. I especially like movies with some basis in fact. The movie, “Hacksaw Ridge,” 
is the story of a conscientious objector who served as a medic during WWII. In the movie, based upon the facts 
that earned him the Congressional Medal of Honor, Desmond Doss saves the lives of dozens of men on the front 
lines after their fellow soldiers had left them behind. Throughout the movie, Doss is heard to utter the words 
“Lord, help me get one more” each time he goes back into the dangerous front to look for the injured. For me, 
that kind of dedication to others in the face of danger and overwhelming odds is inspiring.

I wonder what it would be like if we prayed that same prayer, “Lord, help me to get one more.” What would it be 
like to pray a prayer that asked the Lord to help you bring one more person out of whatever danger they were 
facing and into a place of safety? Are you a teacher? “Lord, help me to get one more student to see the worth in 
their life.” Are you in the medical profession? “Lord, help me to get one more on a path to health and wellbeing.” 
Are you in finance? “Lord, help me to help one more family become fiscally responsible.” Are you an employee 
of a company? “Lord, help me to make a difference in the life of one more co-worker.” Can you see how many 
ways this simple prayer can impact the way you approach life?

Desmond Doss had one purpose in war, to help the injured, so he prayed a prayer for the Lord to help him do so. 
(He was a deeply religious man.) The other thing that struck me in the movie was each time he reached a man, 
he called him by name or asked what his name was. It wasn’t about ANY one, it was about THIS one. It was as 
if Doss understood the connection between his prayer and the Lord’s answer. The Bible promises that the Lord 
knows the intimate depths of who we all are. In responding to the prayer, Doss was becoming an instrument 
of the Lord. Doss was being delivered into the place where the Lord was likely answering some injured man’s 
foxhole prayer. “Lord, send me some help.”

What if we were to take this exact prayer into the lives of people who we know are suffering today? What if we 
entered into the ongoing conversation about racial division with a prayer, “Lord, help me to care for one more.” 
What if we entered into the lives of those who have a gender identity that differs from the norm with a prayer, 
“Lord, help me to understand one more.” I could go on. What Desmond Doss did was pray “one more” and the 
Lord delivered him into the lives of those who needed him the most. It wasn’t a matter that he abhorred the 
thought of war. It didn’t concern him that he would not pick up a weapon to fight. All that mattered was that he 
was willing to enter into another person’s life in a lifesaving way and an estimated 75 men were rescued from 
that ridge that day.

What I know is that it’s really hard for me to care about people I haven’t met. I also know that I had a passing 
interest in Ghana until the Lord put some Ghanaians in my life. I know I wasn’t much concerned about LGBTQ+ 
issues until the Lord put a lesbian daughter in my life. I had a passing interest in preemies until the Lord gave me 
a preemie granddaughter. Desmond Doss didn’t have a deep interest in each individual soldier until the Lord put 
each particular one in his path, and then he had a life-saving interest. 

It started with a prayer, “Lord help me…” I wonder who the Lord would put in your path if you started praying for 
those who aren’t quite like you?

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Dave
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This is the fifth, and final in a series of Beacon articles in which we’re taking a look at Living Word’s financial assets and how 
they are held and used. Over the past four months, I wrote about “Donor Restricted Funds,” our “Trustee Capital Recovery 
Fund,” our “Investment in Growth Fund,” and the “Market Performance Fund.” This month, I’m going to write about our 
Endowment Fund.

But again, I will first remind you that Living Word’s financial assets are held in several different accounts – an operating 
funds bank account, a money market account, an investment account (itself diversified across cash, stocks, and mutual 
funds), an endowment fund with the Missouri United Methodist Foundation, and even a bank account in Ghana to which 
funds are transferred to do our mission work in Ghana!  At the end of May, Living Word had total assets of $1,645,986.95. 
However, these funds are set aside for a number of different uses or purposes. The table below shows where Living Word 
holds its financial assets, and the various fund purposes these assets are spread among:

Financial Holdings 5/31/2020 Purposes 5/31/2020
Primary Checking 
Account

189,602.44 Operating Fund               790,404.18 

Petty Cash                        49.70 Ghana and Prepaid Card 
Fund

                 20,881.03

Money Market Account             335,896.05 Trustee Capital Recovery 
Fund

               416,836.82

Receivables                (13,730.30) Donor Restricted Fund                345,476.61
Investment Cash                  7,759.41 Investment in Growth 

Fund
                 21,770.54 

Investment Equities             148,100.46 Market Performance 
Fund

                 38,243.45

Investment Mutual 
Funds

            474,326.49 Endowment Fund                  18,248.27

Investment Preferred 
Deposit

            464,853.40 Accounts Payable                  (5,873.95)

Endowment Fund                18,248.27 Total Assets             1,645,986.95
Ghana and Prepaid 
Credit Cards

                20,881.03

Total Assets            1,645,986.95

For the past four months, I have written about both “donor restricted” funds and “board designated” funds. The final 
fund that Living Word maintains is actually a mix of “donor restricted” and “board designated” assets – the Living Word 
Endowment Fund. Many years ago, a bequest was made to Living Word of $5,600 to provide the basis for an endowment 
fund. That initial gift is “donor restricted” – it can never be used except as a basis for generating investment income.  
However, the remainder of the Endowment Fund is “board designated” – the Leadership Board has established the policy 
that all investment earnings in the endowment fund are reinvested in the fund, and not available to meet any Living Word 
expenses, until the Endowment Fund value reaches $100,000. At that point, a percentage of the growth will become a 
revenue stream. The Living Word Endowment Fund is held, and managed, by the Missouri United Methodist Foundation. 
When revenues from the endowment reach the board-designated level, transfers from the Endowment Fund will be used 
to augment other Living Word revenues. Holding the assets and interest in this way, until a threshold level is reached, is 
in keeping with the general purpose and vision of endowment funds, which exist for the purpose of generating significant 
revenue in perpetuity. Living Word members are encouraged to consider the opportunity to continue to support their 
church, even after death, through further bequests to the Endowment Fund. At the end of May, the value of the Endowment 
Fund was $18,248.27.

I hope you have found this five-month journey into Living Word’s financial position to be both informative and a source 
of peace of mind. We are a financially strong and stable church, thanks to both the generosity of our members, and the 
financial management of our Leadership Board. Please don’t hesitate to let me, or our Director of Business Operations, Kim 
Cox, know if you ever have any questions! And thanks again for your support!

In Christ’s Love, Greg Finfrock, Executive Pastor and Director of Adult Discipleship

Financial Update
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Message from the Heart
COVID-19: This Changes Everything, Including Backpack Attack

As the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases rose and schools, workplaces, and public gathering spaces across 
the United States were closed, a Pew Research Center survey (conducted March 19-24, 2020) found that the 
virus outbreak had a profound impact on the personal lives of Americans in a variety of ways. Nearly nine-in-ten 
U.S. adults say their life has changed at least a little as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak, including 44% who say 
their life has changed in a major way.

COVID-19 has also changed how Living Word will execute this year's Backpack Attack event. The exciting news 
is Backpack Attack and the Meramec Backpacks ministry will become ONE church-wide event. Backpack Attack 
will now support students in seven elementary schools in the Rockwood School District AND every student at 
Meramec Elementary School in the St. Louis Public School District. We are excited to see where God is leading us 
with this updated ministry. But unfortunately, for this year only, it will be contactless. 

How will this event differ from previous years? For the safety and wellness of everyone involved:

 1. There will be no locker display set up in the lobby when we resume onsite worship.
 2. We are not hosting the students and their families in our church.
 3. We would rather not accept school supplies as donations. If you shopped the clearance aisles last 
fall and purchased supplies for this year, please bring them to the church as soon as possible so we can account 
for them. There will be a plastic tote outside the front doors of the church for supply donations. If you haven’t 
shopped already, please do not. 
 4. We are asking you to DONATE MONEY instead of shopping. Choose the "Backpack Attack" fund 
when giving online at livingwordumc.org/giving or on the ShelbyNEXT app. There will also be a direct link to 
a form available soon. Your donated funds enable us to purchase backpacks and school supplies in bulk. If you 
prefer to donate via check, please make sure the words “Backpack Attack” are written in the bottom left-hand 
corner of your check. Checks can also be mailed to the church, Attn: Backpack Attack on the envelope. 
 5. We will have a small team of people packing backpacks with the purchased school supplies 
and transporting them to Rockwood’s central office and Meramec Elementary School the week of August 10. 
Tentative plans are to have all the students back in school on August 24.

This year’s event is going to look very different from previous years; but with your help, the end result will be the 
same. Backpack Attack has always been about loving our neighbors. This will never change. We will miss seeing 
the students and their families, but we will make every attempt to supply our schools with all the backpacks they 
request.

Many members of our congregation took the opportunity to reach out to neighbors or others who have needed 
some extra help during this time. We chose to be the hands and feet of Jesus. Please join Kelly and I in continuing 
this kindness and supporting this wonderful ministry with your monetary donations. We want to have a profound 
impact on these families and we cannot accomplish this without your support.

In closing, we thank YOU, the generous and loving people of Living Word, for making a difference. Together let’s 
choose to love our neighbors like God loves us.

Doreen Norris and Kelly Vincent
2020 Backpack Attack Chairs



5

Online Worship Attendance
June 7 - 721

June 14 - 569
June 21 - 589
June 28 - 530

Important Information

Living Word At Home
Living Word has created a new page on our website 
where we are uploading daily content for you to 
view! It's the one-stop location for daily devotions, 
video blogs, and children's, youth, and adult ministry 
links and videos. To access these resources, visit 
livingwordumc.org/athome.

ShelbyNEXT App
Don't forget you can support Living Word ministries 
from your phone! Our ShelbyNEXT app allows you to 
give online. Please consider your church in your digital 
giving in this time of virtual presence. For assistance, 
please contact Kim Cox at kcox@livingwordumc.org.

The Living Word Lobby Live Stream
We encourage you to follow and engage with Living 
Word on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram! Be sure to 
join Pastor David and Pastor Greg on Facebook each 
Sunday at noon for The Living Word Lobby live stream 
- a place where they will respond to any questions 
or thoughts posted in the chat, and where our Living 
Word family can greet one another like we normally 
do in the Living Word Lobby between services!

The Mind of Christ
In 2020, our goal is for everyone to develop "The 
Mind of Christ." Materials to help you go deeper into 
the week's sermon are available at livingwordumc.
org/mindofchrist.

Experience Worship on Facebook!
Living Word now offers the opportunity for you and 
your family to experience worship through Facebook 
Premiere. This feature allows us to broadcast our 
pre-recorded services live so that we can view and 
experience worship together, as well as engage with 
one another in the comments. All you have to do is 
visit our Facebook page at 9:00 am for the traditional 
service or 10:30 am for the contemporary service.

As always, both services will continue to be posted 
online at livingwordumc.org/ondemand each Sunday.

Ways to Give
Mail it in 

ShelbyNEXT app 
livingwordumc.org/giving

or through your bank's Bill Pay service

Living Word United Methodist Church
17315 MANCHESTER ROAD

WILDWOOD, MO 63038

James 5:19-20 Prayer Group Has Resumed!
This is an intentional prayer group for people who 
want to help their loved ones turn back to Jesus. The 
group has resumed meeting weekly on Mondays, 
from 1:00 to 2:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall. The 
facilitator is Della Jenkins.

To be a part of this group, please register online 
at livingwordumc.org or contact Director of 
Congregational Care Val Novatny at vnovatny@
livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. If an evening 
meeting time is more convenient for you, please let 
Val know.

July 5 Communion
Once again we will celebrate Holy Communion during 
our July 5 online worship service. To facilitate this, we 
will have personal communion cups available to be 
picked up in the church parking lot from 9:00 to 11:00 
am on Saturday, July 4. In order to be faithful to our 
Methodist heritage and doctrine, we encourage you 
to use this method of communion.

Backpack Attack Financial Collection
We will also be collecting financial contributions for 
Backpack Attack! If you’d like to participate, bring 
your cash or check donations when picking up your 
communion cup at the church. Remember you can 
also choose to select “Backpack Attack” when giving 
online.
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missions

youth & young adults
Save the Date:
July 10 - All Youth Bowling
July 11 - Senior Trip to Union Station
July 12 - Senior Celebration
July 17 - Ice Cream Social (middle school)
July 27-31 - Lead THE Cause (high school)

Living Word Youth
Youth Sunday School will resume when Rockwood 
schools resume in the fall. Until then, we encourage 

you to join Zach Davis, Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministries, Sunday mornings online at 9:00 
am. All middle school and high school students 
are welcome! Please email Zach at zdavis@
livingwordumc.org for the meeting link.

Check out livingwordumc.org/youth for updates, 
details and permission forms or contact Zach Davis, 
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries, at 
zdavis@livingwordumc.org for more information!

Thank You for Your Donations!
Cyndi Miller, Executive Director for Circle of Concern, 
and Steve Ernst, board member and member of Living 
Word, want to thank everyone who brought food and 
personal care items for Circle of Concern when you 
picked up the communion sacraments.
  

We collected over 600 pounds of donations! Some 
of these items such as pasta sauce, jelly, disposable 
razors, bath soap, and dish soap were in critical need 
at Circle of Concern. The COVID-19 layoffs have caused 
the number of families seeking help from Circle of 
Concern to increase. Your donations and continued 
support from Living Word go a long way to helping 
those in need at this time.

Members of Living Word recently volunteered at the St. Louis 
Area Foodbank in Bridgeton, where they processed over 13,000 
pounds of food and helped provide 10,867 meals for the hungry!

Thank you to the wonderful volunteers who help clean and sort 
books for Meramec Elementary School! This group worked on 

book sorting on June 16.



Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
To add a prayer to the above list, please complete the online form at lwinfo.org and click on Prayer Request, or 
email Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, 
please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 
24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Ruth Killian
Ann Mordt 
Michael Fink 
Naomi Secoy
Peggy Hendrick
Ken Mann
Carolyn Mann
Doug Nash
Charlotte Ottley
Vicki Robinson
Delaney Digman
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent

Peggy Cruse
Bill Cruse
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 outbreak

Our communities suffering from the violence

Our community, country and world

The  Combs family on the loss of Benjamin Combs, 
 father of Rodney Combs
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congregational Care
Volunteer Shoppers
To any of our members who are unable to leave their 
homes for essential items, we have volunteers who 
will help you! Just call Val Novatny at 636-821-2823, 
and she will get it organized for you. Also, please let 
us know if you have any neighbors, friends, or loved 
ones who need an extra hand with their essential 
shopping. If you would like to be a volunteer, Val can 
fill you in with the details. Thank you and be safe!

Churchwide Prayer
Join us in prayer! Everyday at noon, let us all come 
together and use the power of prayer to pray that 
God cures our family, friends, community, and world.

Congregational Care Line
The phone number to Living Word's Emergency 
Congregational Care line is 636-821-2888. Please call 
this number if you need to talk with someone. It's 
available 24/7 and will always be answered by one 
of the pastors or by the congregational care director.

Upper Room Devotionals
If you would like the most recent issue of the Upper 
Room devotional, you may pick it up from the brown 
box located outside the front doors of the church 
building. If you would like to have a devotional mailed 
to you, please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@
livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823.



During the week of June 15-19, the Living Word parking lot was repaved! Funds for this project were provided by 
the Trustees Capital Recovery Fund. This fund was established in 2014 to proactively set aside funds for anticipated 

large expenses associated with maintaining our facility.

June at Living Word!

On June 6, members of the Living Word family stopped by the church parking lot to pick up their communion cups 
and drop off donation items for Circle of Concern! The Hospitality Team was also on site to deliver some happiness 

and cheer. The next communion pickup will be on Saturday, July 4, from 9:00 to 11:00 am.
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