
BEACON

In This Issue:

PASTOR'S PEN
Page 2

MESSAGE FROM THE HEART
Page 3

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Page 4

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Page 5

CONFIRMATION &
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS

Page 6 

PRAYER REQUESTS &
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Page 7

AUGUST MISSIONS
Page 8

t
h

e

in worship
Who is My Neighbor?
September 6
Available Sundays online at livingwordumc.org/ondemand by 9:00 am 
and on Facebook at 9:00 and 10:30 am

Jesus' response to the question, "Who is my neighbor?" is to tell the story 
of the much unliked foreigners from Samaria. We will look at this story 
as the backdrop for a series about loving our neighbor in real and certain 
ways.

SEPTEMBER 2020

Follow us:
Living Word is hosting a church-wide picnic on Sunday, September 20, 
from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. There will be food, music, and a special message, 
so make sure to mark your calendars for this fun outdoor event! A rain 
date has been set for September 27. 

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
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pastor's pen
Answering the Question, “Who Is My Neighbor?”

Can you imagine going to garage sales with a purpose? 
I’ve been to many garage sales and have seen the 
common unused exercise equipment, dated clothing, 
as well as walkers and other convalescent equipment. 
What I’ve never done is to think to myself, “What can 
be done to reuse or repurpose any of this?” I’m glad 
that there are some people who actually do ask those 
questions. Members of our Active Faith Sunday school 
class do this. When I asked a couple of weeks ago in 
my sermon for you to share with me what you are 
doing to love your neighbor, I got several responses. 
One of those responses explained that the trailer load 
of walkers you see in this picture were purchased at 
garage sales (or received as donations). They will be 
taken to an organization in Columbia, Missouri, which will then distribute them to those in need in foreign 
countries. I think this is a wonderful example of answering the question, “Who is My Neighbor?” in a way that 
honors Jesus’ Good Samaritan story.

I want to share with you a few of the other creative ideas for loving their neighbors that people have shared with 
me. Because many of them asked to remain anonymous, I’ll share these all with anonymity. It’s more important 
for you to get the inspiration than the identification anyway, right?

* Dropping off meals at Gambrill Gardens for residents from Living Word.
* Writing notes/short letters to send to those who are sheltering alone.
* Sending cards on occasions and just "thinking of you"/"I miss you" cards as surprises in the mail.
* Calling members (typically in the evening), perhaps a more lonely time, to catch up with any news.
* Repackaging food products to be distributed to those in need in the community through the St. Louis Area 
Foodbank.
* Chalking the sidewalks with uplifting messages of hope and love.
* Organizing donations at our Signature Mission Partners at Room at the Inn, Agape House, and Circle of Concern.
* Donating stimulus checks to favorite mission service organizations.
* Walking with friends.

These are just a few of the ideas that were shared with me. I’d like to close with this story told to me with the 
request of anonymity… "I always carry an amount cash, which I think of as my Matthew 25 reserve. With some 
regularity, and with unsettling frequency these days, I encounter individuals asking for money at store exits and 
gas stations. I hand the cash over without question or judgment. I remember Jesus saying, 'Whatever you did for 
one of the least of these...you did for me.' Recently, I gave the person asking only the amount he asked for, but as 
I walked away I had to turn back and give him the rest, because Jesus also said, 'Whatever you did not do for the 
least of these, you did not do for me.' If those folks are sacrificing their dignity to ask at all, they most certainly 
need whatever I can give. And I always say a brief prayer of thanks for the opportunity to help someone in need, 
aware that 'there but for the grace of God go I.'"

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
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Message from the Heart
How Do Grief Support Groups Help?

Grief is very difficult to put into words and even more difficult to manage. That is because there is no "right" way 
to grieve a loss. Each person's loss is unique. It can be the loss of a loved one, a job, a marriage, your health. The 
nature of relationships, conditions of a job loss, and various medical diagnoses add another layer of uniqueness 
to our losses.

Today's culture tends to pressure those who are grieving to "simply get over it" and to "move on." Burying the 
grief and staying busy is another tactic many try to use.   

However, grief left unattended can create problems later on down the road, much like a wound that is left 
untreated. Managing grief is actually a journey that we take. If we can be informed on what grief is about and 
how God is with us every step of the way, then this journey will be one of emotional and spiritual healing.

Being part of a support group to manage this journey together has helped so many grieving a loss. Living Word 
is getting ready to host its fourth session of GriefShare on September 14 for those who have lost a loved one.  

God allows our paths to cross with other participants of a group for a reason. The facilitators of the group and 
myself have witnessed beautiful friendships evolve and healing take place as personal experiences have been 
shared with each other. Participants share ideas on how they cope with various situations.

Setting distractions and time aside to be a part of the group is a gift you can give yourself as you manage your 
grief journey. Managing the loneliness that comes from a loss is easier when you have a group to rely on. We 
also learn that "normal" takes on a new meaning for each individual. It doesn't matter if you have been grieving 
for a few weeks or for many years.

The pandemic has certainly challenged how support groups can continue to offer the best care for each group. 
Although meeting in-person is typically the best way to connect as a group, Living Word has the technology to 
allow participants of a group to choose to meet in-person or virtually.  

Our next session of GriefShare will be held both in-person and virtually beginning Monday, September 14. If you 
would like to join us, let me know and we can help you get set up to join us virtually, if that is what you are most 
comfortable with.

If you feel that you may not be ready for a support group but still need grief support, feel free to ask me to help 
you with your grief journey in other ways. I have Stephen Ministers that can help one-on-one with your journey 
and I have written resources and names of professionals that can assist you, too.

You are not alone on your grief journey. God is with you every step of the way.

Valerie Novatny
Director of Congregational Care
vnovatny@livingwordumc.org
636-821-2823
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Online Worship Attendance
August 2 - 603
August 9 - 575

August 16 - 562
August 23 - 515

Important Information

Living Word At Home
Living Word has created a new page on our website 
where we are uploading daily content for you to 
view! It's the one-stop location for daily devotions, 
video blogs, and children's, youth, and adult ministry 
links and videos. To access these resources, visit 
livingwordumc.org/athome.

The Living Word Lobby Live Stream
Be sure to join Pastor David or Pastor Greg on 
Facebook each Sunday at noon for The Living Word 
Lobby live stream - a place where they will respond 
to any questions or thoughts posted in the chat, and 
where our Living Word family can greet one another 
like we normally do in the Living Word Lobby between 
services!

The Mind of Christ Bible Study
In 2020, our goal is for everyone to develop "The 
Mind of Christ." Materials to help you go deeper into 
the week's sermon are available at livingwordumc.
org/mindofchrist.

Experience Worship on Facebook!
Living Word now offers the opportunity for you and 
your family to experience worship through Facebook 
Premiere. This feature allows us to broadcast our 
pre-recorded services live so that we can view and 
experience worship together, as well as engage with 
one another in the comments. All you have to do is 
visit our Facebook page at 9:00 am for the traditional 
service or 10:30 am for the contemporary service.

As always, both services will continue to be posted 
online at livingwordumc.org/ondemand each Sunday.

Ways to Give
Text 'give' to 636-306-4111

Mail it in 
ShelbyNEXT app 

livingwordumc.org/giving
or through your bank's Bill Pay service

Living Word United Methodist Church
17315 MANCHESTER ROAD

WILDWOOD, MO 63038

Thank You, Living Word!
Thank you to everyone who participated in the August 
blood drive at Living Word! The American Red Cross 
was able to collect donations from 29 individuals.

September 6 Communion
We will once again celebrate Holy Communion at 
home on Sunday, September 6. To participate, please 
pick up a communion cup for each member of your 
household in the church lobby during regular office 
hours (Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm) for 
your convenience.

New Way to Give
Living Word now offers text giving! To make your 
donation, simply text the word "give" to 636-306-
4111. You will then receive directions via text to 
complete your one time or recurring gift. For more 
information about ways to give, visit livingwordumc.
org/giving.

Worship to Continue Online
We've decided that the safer decision is to postpone 
onsite worship until we can have a greater assurance of 
not endangering the congregation. A return date will 
be set at a later time. Thanks for your understanding!

Our worship services will continue to be available 
via livestream and on demand on Facebook and at 
livingwordumc.org. If you have any questions, please 
contact Pastor Dave at disrael@livingwordumc.org.

Men's Club Chili Cookoff
Mark your calendar for the second annual Chili 
Cookoff hosted by the Living Word Men's Club on 
Tuesday, November 17, at 6:00 pm. The event will be 
held in the Fellowship Hall. More information will be 
available soon.
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Church Family News

Living Word Welcomes New Director of Children's 
Ministries, Samantha Yoder
Living Word is excited to announce the hire of 
Samantha Yoder as our new Director of Children's 
Ministries! Samantha comes to us from Minier 
Christian Church in Minier, Illinois, where she has been 
serving as the Family Life Minister. We are excited for 
Samantha to bring her love for Jesus Christ, her love 
for children and their families, and her enthusiastic 
ministry to us here at Living Word! Samantha will 
begin her employment on September 8, and you'll 
be seeing and hearing more from her then. For more 
information, visit livingwordumc.org/children.

Backpack Attack Thank You
COVID-19 has changed many things in this world, but 
the generosity of the people at Living Word was still 
heartfelt. Thank you all for being the body of Christ 
and loving your neighbors! We packed 250 backpacks 
for Rockwood School District students and made 500 
at-school/at-home bags for the students at Meramec 
Elementary. Five hundred students, their families, 
and teachers were blessed by this no-contact event 
and were shown love in a way that had a profound 
impact on them. We hope it impacted you, too.
- Doreen Norris and Kelly Vincent

Update on Living Word Golf Tournament and Scholarship Fundraiser
Plans are underway for the annual golf tournament sponsored by the Living Word Men's Club. The event is still 
slated to take place on Sunday, September 13, at the Fore Honor Golf and Event Center with a 1:00 pm tee off.

This year the event will be extra special, as it will honor the life and legacy of Living Word Men's Club member, 
Ken Mann. The event will provide an opportunity for members to honor the tremendous impact he has had on 
the church by funding an additional scholarship in his name. Even if you don't golf, please consider contributing 
to this special scholarship.

The Men's Club is taking extra precautions to keep players safe by reducing team size to three members and 
limiting one member per cart with the exception of family members. The cost to play is $125 per participant, 
which includes golf, cart, dinner, and mulligans. Men's Club is also looking for hole sponsors of $100 or $200 
with a sign for your support. Please consider supporting the Men's Club in their efforts to honor Ken Mann and 
to support Living Word students with scholarships. Anyone willing to volunteer or lead prayer can contact Steve 
Ernst at sbevetteman@live.com.

Dinner afterwards will either be a carry-out to eat at home, or outside dining, depending on conditions. The 
winners of the events will be announced at the event or via email if dinner is carry-out. To register for the event, 
sponsor a hole, or make a scholarship donation, visit livingwordumc.org/golf.

The Chosen Series
Starting October 1, at 7:00 pm, Kim McGee will be 
leading an eight-week viewing and discussion session 
on The Chosen, a multi-season television series 
about Jesus and His followers. We read about Jesus 
in the Bible, who He was, what He did, and who He 
continues to be today. We study His teachings and 
believe that He was God who came and lived on 
earth and died to save us. This series brings the Bible 
alive using modern day language but depicted during 
Jesus’ era. Each week, we will watch a 30-45 minute 
episode and then discuss Bible references and our 
thoughts about the viewing. To register for the class, 
please visit livingwordumc.org/the-chosen.
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youth & young adults
Save the Date:
Sept. 12 - High School Urban Golf
Sept. 19 - Middle School Urban Golf
Sept. 23 - Wednesday Night Worship (all youth)
Oct. 10 - High School Disc Golf
Oct. 17 - Middle School Disc Golf
Oct. 28 - Wednesday Night Worship (all youth)

Youth Sunday School continues to meet online 
each Sunday at 11:30 am. Email Zach Davis, 
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries, at 
zdavis@livingwordumc.org for the meeting link!

Check out livingwordumc.org/youth for updates, 
details and permission forms.

Confirmation

On Sunday, August 23, Living Word celebrated the confirmation of 16 wonderful students! Congratulations to 
all the confirmands on their decision to confirm their faith. Living Word's 2020 confirmands include Audrey 
Binsbacher, Addison Buckley, Thomas Cooper, Nicholas Hall, Tyler Hall, Nina Hauri, William Hughes, Nathan 
Johnson, Audrey Keller, Nicholas Kowalski, Connor McCown, Claire Midgley, Lauren Mitchell, Caroline Orf, Ayla 
White, and Samantha Wizeman.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/


Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
To add a prayer to the above list, please complete the online form at lwinfo.org and click on Prayer Request, or 
email Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, 
please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 
24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Shannon Hauri
Michael Fink
Stephen Rye
Glenn Randolph
George Crow
Carolyn Mann
Doug Nash
Charlotte Ottley
Vicki Robinson

Delaney Digman
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent
Peggy Cruse
Bill Cruse
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider
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congregational Care
Congregational Care Line
The phone number to Living Word's Emergency 
Congregational Care line is 636-821-2888. Please call 
this number if you need to talk with someone. It's 
available 24/7 and will always be answered by one 
of the pastors or by the congregational care director. 

Release My Grip Begins September 2
If you are a parent struggling with emotions after 
sending your child to college, please join us as we 
walk this journey together. We will use the book, 
Release My Grip, by Kami Gilmour. We will meet 
monthly at 7:00 pm at an offsite location beginning 
Wednesday, September 2. The facilitator will be Val 
Novatny. If you are interested in joining the group, 
please reserve your spot by emailing Val Novatny, 
Director of Congregational Care, or by calling 636-
821-2823. The cost of the book is $10. Please invite 

your neighbors and friends who may be going on this 
journey as well!

GriefShare Begins September 14
GriefShare, a special seminar and support group for 
people grieving the loss of someone close, will meet 
September 14 - December 7 on Mondays from 6:30-
8:30 pm in Room 215/216 or virtually. To register 
for this 13-week course, please contact Val Novatny 
at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. 
There is a $15 cost for the participant workbook.

Latest Upper Room Devotional Available
If you would like the most recent issue of the Upper 
Room devotional, you may pick it up from the brown 
box located outside the front doors of the church 
building. If you would like to have a devotional mailed 
to you, please contact Val Novatny at 636-821-2823.

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 outbreak

Our community, country and world

The Ritts family on the loss of Jim Ritts' mother, 
 Phyllis Ritts

The Schlag and Bardon families on the loss of Dottie 
 Bardon’s mother, Pollylou Schlag

The Mann family on the loss of Carolyn Mann's husband, 
 Ken Mann

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/


8

August Missions
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who donated items, coordinated, and volunteered to pack school 
supplies for Meramec Elementary School and the Rockwood School District during Backpack Attack 2020!

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/

