The Sunday School class is rarely a three or four year old’s first
group experience. But it may be their first real group experience
in a church setting. Warm, nurturing teachers make it a special
time by accepting the children just as they are.
Preschoolers’ energy and curiosity tend to be greater than their
ability to concentrate or follow directions. Short, varied activities
keep them busy and interested. Make directions simple. Repetition leads to mastery.
Motor skills, language skills and social skills are all developing.
Learning to play with others, they may need help sharing a relating to classmates. Talking through difficulties usually works well.
Keep your language simple and sentences short. The preschool
children enjoy using dolls and blocks to act out their experiences
as well as use their imaginations.
Preschoolers learn about God through stories. They discover
what it means to be a Christian by imitating others, and openly
return love with love.
Children are increasingly adept at using technology, including
hand held media. Software developers use this market to parents
of young children both for education and entertainment.

Fives and Sixes are delightful. Eager to be part of a group and accustomed to school routines, they adapt quickly to new environments. Almost all enjoy learning new things. Their attention span is growing;
give them opportunities to participate as well as listen.
Although more independent than preschoolers, Fives and Sixes still
need encouragement and advice. They tend to move from friend to
friend as quickly as from place to place. This can be difficult and cause
hard feelings. Teachers can accept such feelings and help children deal
with them.
The children continue to learn about God through people, experiencing
God’s love through the teacher’s patience and respect. Stories about Jesus, participation in worship, and leaning to pray help them sense that
they belong to the church.
Children who enter Kindergarten will most likely have some media experience in their classrooms. At home these children have developed
video game skills and will need limits set about the amount of screen
time they may have each day.

Since most children in Grades 1 and 2 enjoy group work and need a
sense of belonging, Sunday School can be very important to them. Because their language skills are developing, they can take part in discussions and learn from other children’s contributions as well as from the
teacher.
Warm, loving teachers can help the children build positive attitudes toward God, the church and their rapidly expanding worlds. Remember,
however, that though eager to learn about God’s World, first and second
graders are not always able to articulate the wonders they sense.
By grades 1 and 2, children try and distinguish between what they are
told and what they have experiences. They are usually eager to talk
about their experiences—sometimes with a bit of exaggeration that a
sensitive teacher can temper by laughing and commenting, “Did that
really happen, or are you telling me a funny story?”
Teachers of first and second graders have a marvelous opportunity to
guide the children to grow in faith with all the creativity and enthusiasm
that is characteristic of this wonderful age.
Children in First and Second Grades may be introduced to using technology to help them in learning in a school setting. At home these children can download apps for mobile devices and learn a new video game
within minutes. Many of them, if not most, own hand held media devices of their own. The primary purpose is still for entertainment.

Third and Fourth grade students will enjoy Sunday School if it is a
place to see friends and work on interesting projects. Using their developing leadership and organizational skills, the children are capable of
joint planning—with guidance. Most have good motor coordination and
reading skills they can use to gain information.
Use a variety of methods to channel the children’s energy, curiosity and
creativity into learning activities. Provide opportunities for their growing sense of independence and self confidence. Although capable of
discussion, they prefer more active learning modes such as drama, art
and games.
The care and the example of a teacher who genuinely enjoys this expansive age group will help them gain not only knowledge, but also affirmative attitudes toward God and the Christian faith—a reliable foundation for the coming adolescent struggle with questions of belief.
By third and fourth grades many children are routinely using media in
their school for research. More and more schools are beginning to provide portable media devices to children in public and private schools.
Since reading is often mastered in 3rd-4th grade, this becomes an ideal
time for children to access media easily. Many children this age have
their own cell phones, hand help gaming devices and computers.

Because fifth and sixth grade students are much more aware than
younger children of themselves, others and the world in general, it is vital that Sunday School connect with daily life in a realistic way. Over
simplification will lead to doubt from the students that the adult teacher
really understands the complexities of their world. This means the
teachers must stay in touch with the situations in which fifth and sixth
grade students find themselves. In our world those are rapidly changing.
So if you taught fifth grade five years ago you will need an update into
their world. It is also important that the teacher be honest about his or
her own faith and how it influences daily life. It is very important NOT
to treat fifth and sixth graders as you would younger children, including
the areas of learning activities. If learning activities and the teachers’
expectation do not present a strong challenge to their abilities, the student will think less of Sunday School.
A strong sense of humor, honesty and a vigorous style of interacting
with 5th and 6th graders will help teachers pass on their stories of their
faith and the good news of Jesus’ love.
Children without access to home computers are the exception at this
age and they will be at a disadvantage in many school districts. Cell
phones are attached to their bodies and some schools are beginning to
allow children to keep their phones with them in the classroom. This
age group has learned that vast amounts of information, both for learning and play, and sadly exploitation are available to them quickly and
easily. They are as comfortable as adults…or more so…with the technology and adapt quickly to changes.

