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in worship
Being Jesus
November 1-22
Many people like to try to make Christianity out to be a black and white 
answer to the gray areas of life. But we don’t live in a world that is naturally 
slanted toward faith. The assumption of the existence of the sacred has 
taken a hit by years of focus on science and the temporal world. So how do 
we as Christians live out the sacred in a world that doesn’t just naturally 
accept that there is anything but the secular? How do we live in a world 
that may even be antagonistic toward the sacred? How do we live out the 
sacred in a secular world?

NOVEMBER 2020

Follow us:

Living Word Recruiting for Stephen Ministry
Every day you see people who are hurting: those who have lost a job, lost 
a loved one, gone through a divorce, or are battling a terminal illness. 
Stephen Ministers are God’s representatives who bring His love to those 
who are hurting. God is waiting to make a difference in their lives through 
you! 

You have seen the ministry of the Stephen Ministers here at Living Word 
for over 20 years. Have you thought that perhaps you would like to 
participate in this ministry? The next Stephen Minister training class will 
begin on Tuesday, January 5, and continue through May 18. If you would 
like to participate in this training and in this ministry, please contact Val 
Novatny at 636-821-2823 or vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.

To learn more about becoming a Stephen Minister, please visit www.
stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/1596.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
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pastor's pen
A few weeks ago, you probably got a letter from me with this equation. God + me = Great Things. My notion of 
this equation comes from Ephesians 3:20, which reads, “Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we 
could ask or imagine by His power at work within us…” This is a wonderful idea to imagine that God is able to do 
great things by acting in us, and through us. I think it’s an affirmation of two lessons Jesus teaches us. In Matthew 
19:26 Jesus tells us that “…with God all things are possible.” And, in John 14:12 Jesus promises us, “Very truly I 
tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the Father.” 

Imagine that, because of the work of Jesus Christ and His presence in our lives, we are able to do not just good 
things but Great Things. These Great Things are focused upon what God wants to do in the world through us. I 
believe God is working in your life to do Great Things within you SO THAT God can do Great Things through you!

Let’s be clear, it’s very possible that we get this 
wrong. Here’s where it goes terribly wrong, 
when we put ourselves first in this equation. 
When we think we can be the center of 
the equation, or in this case, the first in the 
equation, we begin to run afoul with God’s 
intent and purpose for our lives. God created 
you to do Great Things for His Kingdom. 

But too often we forget who serves whom? We desire God to be a genie who pops out of our Bible and grants 
our wishes. We forget the perfect example of what it means to be used for the purposes of God is found in Jesus 
Christ. And Christ DIED for God’s purposes to be fulfilled. His wasn’t a useless and tragic death. It was one filled 
with the purpose of saving your soul for the Kingdom of God. 

In my sermon on October 25, I referred to the passage of scripture in John 15:13, where Jesus said, “No one 
has greater love than to give up one’s life for one’s friends.” It’s a lesson about sacrifice. Not a sacrifice that’s 
required of us. Jesus didn’t HAVE to die for us. Jesus chose to die for us. It’s about a sacrificial choice. When Jesus 
chose to die for us, His resurrection became possible. In choosing to lay down His life, God was able to do the 
Great Thing that is our salvation. And Jesus tells us we are going to do even Greater Things than that! What could 
be greater than your own salvation? The salvation you make possible for another because of your willingness to 
make the voluntary sacrifice that allows God to do Great things through you.

I believe God has Great Things planned for the future of Living Word. I also believe God has Great Things planned 
which can only be done through you. Imagine what Great Things will happen when you partner with God through 
Living Word to make a difference in the world. Let’s make this voluntary commitment to sacrifice for the sake of 
God’s Kingdom and watch the Great Things God can do.

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
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Message from the Heart
You Are Not Alone

When you see the Christmas decorations on display in the stores, what are your thoughts? There are so many 
different emotions people are going through this time of year, especially THIS year. It's been such an emotional 
roller coaster. With the Christmas season just around the corner, these emotions become stronger and more 
difficult to manage.

We've had absolutely gorgeous days where the sunshine felt amazing and the trees were blazing with color. 
There were days that were dreary and gray, matching the loneliness in our hearts by not being able to socialize 
with our family and friends as we would like. 

We thank God for our blessings...a safe home, food on the table, technology to keep us connected with our jobs, 
schools, and friends and family. We also prayed tearfully for negative test results, lack of income, or the loss of 
a loved one.

I believe that the common denominator to handling what the year 2020 brought us is people. God designed us 
to need each other, to help one another. I have referred to Paul's letter to the people of Corinth many times with 
the ministries of Congregational Care.

"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God." 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

To combat loneliness or feelings of being overwhelmed or anxious, reach out to God and reach out to others. If 
you have a few moments in your day, you can:

 - call/text/send a card to a lonely neighbor, friend
 - buy a few extra bags of groceries for the food panty
 - send an email to a school near you thanking the 
   teachers and staff
 - find a quiet place and just listen to what God has to 
   say to you
 - send cards to a nearby senior living facility
 - rake leaves for someone who is unable
 - share a devotional with some friends
 - pay for the order behind you in a drive-thru
 - pray

Please do not try to manage getting through the Christmas season feeling alone. You are not alone. God is 
ALWAYS with you. He places people in our path so that we can help each other.

Living Word has ways for you to connect to God and to people. We have Bible study groups that meet virtually 
and in-person. We have worship services both online and in-person. There are Congregational Care ministry 
teams that provide you both with a chance to connect by serving others or by receiving care for yourself or a 
loved one. Just contact me or other staff members to learn more.

Finally, our annual Service of Remembrance will be held on Sunday, November 15, at 6:00 pm in the Worship 
Center. Please consider joining us for a quiet, peaceful service lifting up in prayer our loved ones who have 
passed. Everyone is invited.

Just remember, you are not alone.

Valerie Novatny, Director of Congregational Care
636-821-2823 | vnovatny@livingwordumc.org
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On-Site Worship Attendance
October 4 - 90

October 11 - 89
October 18 - 117
October 25 - 121

Important Information

Living Word At Home
Living Word has created a new page on our website 
where we are uploading daily content for you to view! 
It's the one-stop location for children's and adult 
ministry resources. To access these resources, visit 
livingwordumc.org/athome.

The Living Word Livestream
Be sure to join Pastor David or Pastor Greg each 
Sunday at 12:15 pm for The Living Word livestream. 
Everyone is welcome to stay and participate in the 
discussion in the Worship Center, or you can watch 
the livestream on Facebook or at livingwordumc.org. 

The Mind of Christ Bible Study
In 2020, our goal is for everyone to develop "The 
Mind of Christ." Materials to help you go deeper into 
the week's sermon are available at livingwordumc.
org/mindofchrist.

Ways to Give
Text 'give' to 636-306-4111

Mail it in 
ShelbyNEXT app 

livingwordumc.org/giving
or through your bank's Bill Pay service

Living Word United Methodist Church
17315 Manchester Road

Wildwood, MO 63038

Estimate of Giving Card Reminder
If you have not already done so, please complete 
your Estimate of Giving Card and bring it with you 
to worship, fill out the form online, or mail it in. The 
generosity campaign is an important part of the 
church. Your vision for 2021 and your generosity 
allows your church to plan for the upcoming year.

Save the Date
November 1 - All Saints' Day
November 15 - Service of Remembrance

Fall Adult Learning Opportunities
Living Word is excited that several adult learning Bible 
studies and classes have resumed on-site meetings, 
while other groups continue to meet virtually! For 
the full list of classes and meeting information, visit 
livingwordumc.org/adults.

Early Childhood Center Reopening in January
The Living Word Early Childhood Center (ECC) is 
officially reopening in January! Children ages 16 
months through pre-kindergarten are welcome. 
Please visit livingwordumc.org/ecc-home to register 
or for more information about the program and 
reopening plan.

Service of Remembrance
Living Word Church will host a Service of 
Remembrance for all those who are dealing with the 
grief and loss of a loved one. No matter how long it 
has been since your loved one has passed, grief can 
make the holidays a painful time. Join us on Sunday, 
November 15, at 6:00 pm for "You Are Not Alone." 
For more information, please contact Director of 
Congregational Care Val Novatny at 636-821-2823 or 
vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.
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missions

Church Family News

Lydia Crist
Celebrating the baptism of Lydia Emma Crist on 
Sunday, October 11, at Living Word! Lydia is the 
daughter of Jordan and Stephanie Crist and the 
granddaughter of Terry and Jenny Seaton.

Christmas Elves Needed!
Have you been looking for an opportunity to volunteer 
at Living Word? Do you love to decorate for Christmas 
and wrap Christmas gifts? We need your help!

On Tuesday, November 10, you are invited to wrap 
"gifts" for Living Word's Christmas stage design. We 
will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 am.

Then on Sunday, November 22, we will be decorating 
the church for Christmas. We will meet in the Worship 
Center after the second worship service. More details 
to come!

Social distancing and mask wearing will be required. 
If you are interested in volunteering for one or both 
events, please email Beth Balzraine at bbalzraine@
livingwordumc.org.

Thank you to the wonderful ladies who helped put 
together the Living Word generosity campaign 
mailing! Pictured above are Kathy Foster and Kim 
McGee. Not pictured are Connie Davidson and 
Doreen Norris.

Living Word Welcomes Wesly Pinkston to Staff
Living Word is pleased to announce the hire of Wesly 
Pinkston as our new Director of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries! Wesly has over a decade of experience 
in next gen and small group ministries, having most 
recently served as Summer Camp Director, Community 
Groups Coordinator, and Connections Coordinator at 
Messiah Church in Weldon Spring, Missouri.

We are excited for Wesly to bring her passion for youth 
ministry and her enthusiastic attitude to us here at 
Living Word! An exact date has not yet been set for 
her first day, so look for more information soon.



6

Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
To add a prayer to the above list, please complete the online form at lwinfo.org and click on Prayer Request, or 
email Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, 
please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 
24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Charlotte Ottley
Delaney Digman
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent
Peggy Cruse
Bill Cruse
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider

congregational Care
Release My Grip Group
If you are a parent struggling with emotions after 
sending your child to college, please join us as we walk 
this journey together. We are using the book "Release 
My Grip" by Kami Gilmour. We meet monthly at 7:00 
pm at an off-site location, and the facilitator is Val 
Novatny. If you are interested in joining the group, 
please reserve your spot by emailing Val Novatny, 
Director of Congregational Care, or by calling 636-
821-2823. The cost of the book is $10. Please invite 
your neighbors and friends who may be going on this 
journey as well!

GriefShare Support Group
GriefShare, a special seminar and support group for 
people grieving the loss of someone close, is meeting 
September 14 - December 7 on Mondays from 6:30-
8:30 pm in the music rehearsal room or virtually. To 
register for this course, please visit livingwordumc.
org, or contact Val Novatny at 636-821-2823. There is 
a $15 cost for the participant workbook.

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 outbreak

The Settlemeyer family on the passing of Bonnie Settlemeyer

The Neumann and Ksiazek families on the passing of David Neumann

The Hites and Jenkins families on the passing of LouAnn Hites and Lewis Hites

Thank You Notes
The Miquelon family wants to thank the Prayer Team 
and the Living Word community for their faithfulness 
and prayers during Paul’s illness.

We have been overwhelmed by your kindness and 
support since his passing.

Penny Miquelon

I want to thank everyone who sent us cards, donations, 
and prayers over the four months of Ken's illness. I 
also thank all who sent food for after his funeral. I 
also want to thank the Men's Club for their love and 
generosity with the golf tournament and scholarship 
program. They are all very much appreciated. It has 
been extremely difficult but your caring helped a lot.

Carolyn Mann 

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/
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 October at Living Word

What a month! In October, several adult Bible studies and classes resumed meeting, both in person and online. Living Word 
held Parking Lot Worship on October 4 and 11, and resumed in-person worship on October 18! For a list of safety precautions 
Living Word is implementing to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission, please visit livingwordumc.org/wellnessplan. Please 
note that Living Word will still continue to livestream both services on Facebook and at livingwordumc.org.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/

