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in worship
The Gifts of Christmas
November 29 - December 24
Christmas gifts come in all kinds of sizes, shapes, and styles. This Christmas, 
introduce your church family to five people who discover that the gifts of 
Christmas are really: the gift of expectancy, the gift of grace, the gift of 
reconciliation, the gift of adoption, and the gift of Jesus – the themes of 
the five sermons in this series.

DECEMBER 2020

Follow us:

Christmas at Living Word

Dec. 20 - The Carols of Christmas 
A Virtual Christmas Concert

4:00 pm 
Watch on Facebook or at livingwordumc.org

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Worship Services
4:00 pm - Traditional Service

6:00 pm - Contemporary Service
8:00 pm - Traditional Service

Reserve your seat at livingwordumc.org/christmas
---

Online at 4:00 pm - Blended Service
Watch on Facebook or at livingwordumc.org

Those who plan to watch online are invited to register for a unique 
interactive gift box at livingwordumc.org/gift
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pastor's pen
A Hope for the Future

Recently I’ve been reading the book of Jeremiah. It’s not for the faint of heart. In this story, God is angry with 
the people of Israel and how quickly they’ve turned from Him. God pronounces judgment on the two nations 
of Israel and Judah through the voice of the Prophet Jeremiah. All that Jeremiah prophesied about the downfall 
of the two nations came to pass. The leaders of Israel first, and Judah later, are enslaved and taken to Babylon 
where they suffer mightily.

In one particular chapter, God gives words to Jeremiah that are hard for the people to hear. They are told to build 
houses and plant gardens. God isn’t coming to rescue them soon. They are in this mess for a time that will not 
end quickly. Might as well make yourself at home in your suffering. 

However, there is a later chapter where God promises that the time will come that the Babylonian empire will be 
crushed. God promises that His people will have a hand in bringing this reign of terror to an end and a return to 
the Promised Land will be forthcoming. It’s not a rosy picture that is painted, but it is a glimmer of hope.

As we come to the end of 2020, it may seem that we are suffering under the judgment of God. Take my word for 
it, it doesn’t work that way. I know that because God has seen fit to offer great hope, not just a glimmer, at the 
end of each year. In Christ, God has done a new thing. No more judgment or punishment; only grace and a loving 
relationship. We are so blessed that the year ends on the high note of Christmas.

However, we aren’t at the end of what made 2020 so bad. Until vaccines receive final approval and are widely 
distributed, we are just going to have to make a home in our suffering. However, we should never be like those 
who suffer without hope. The birth of Christ is the opening of a story that tells us that on Easter, Christ will rise 
from the grave, bringing a hope that is eternal to us all. In this case, hope doesn’t just mean a future possibility, 
it is a present reality. God has triumphed. And while we are still living in the midst of suffering, we know without 
a doubt that it will come to an end… either in our lifetime or in our eternity.

God never leaves us alone in our suffering. The present reality is that “God is with us.” Emmanuel is the Hebrew 
word for that phrase. It is a present reality with a future promise. Just as surely as 2020 will end after 11:59 
pm on December 31, so we can be sure that God is with us always, up to the end and then forever. That IS our 
Christmas hope.

Let me add a PS to the hope we all have. It is because we have this hope that we are able to step up to the 
challenge to become that hope to the world. Every year, Living Word commits 100 percent of our Christmas 
Eve offering to mission work at home and around the globe. Will you please pray for God’s guidance in your 
own offering? We are being told by our Signature Missions (recipients of our annual offering) that people are 
suffering more now and that it is stretching the ability of their ministries to meet all the needs they face. Your 
offering can bring hope to others in a way that no recent Christmas offering has. Please pray and then give. Look 
for more information on the Christmas Miracle Offering and our Signature Missions soon.

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave
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Message from the Heart
The season of hope, peace, joy, and love is here! Once again, we 
take time to reflect on the wondrous miracle – the special gift of 
Jesus. As we celebrate the Advent season, I hope you will join us 
on December 20 for The Carols of Christmas Concert. The concert 
will be presented live on Facebook and at livingwordumc.org at 
4:00 pm. Featuring the Worship Choir, Wesley Ringers, Worship 
Orchestra, Men of Faith, Joyful Noise, Praise Hymn, and the 
Women’s Trio, the concert will highlight many beloved carols!

At a time when so many are looking for hope, familiar carols and 
their story can bring us closer to the love that Jesus, our special 
gift, offers each one of us. I hope you will take the opportunity to 
share the information of the virtual concert with your neighbors, 
friends, and loved ones.

Special blessings as you celebrate the gift of Jesus this Advent 
season,

Donna Baker
Director of Traditional Music Ministres
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On-Site and Online Worship Attendance
November 1 - 541
November 8 - 528

November 15 - 557
November 22 - 515

Important Information

Living Word At Home
Living Word has created a new page on our website 
where we are uploading daily content for you to view! 
It's the one-stop location for children's and adult 
ministry resources. To access these resources, visit 
livingwordumc.org/athome.

The Mind of Christ Bible Study
In 2020, our goal is for everyone to develop "The 
Mind of Christ." Materials to help you go deeper into 
the week's sermon are available at livingwordumc.
org/mindofchrist.

Ways to Give
Text 'give' to 636-306-4111

Mail it in 
ShelbyNEXT app 

livingwordumc.org/giving
lwinfo.org

or through your bank's Bill Pay service

Living Word United Methodist Church
17315 Manchester Road

Wildwood, MO 63038

Estimate of Giving Card Reminder
If you have not already done so, please complete 
your Estimate of Giving Card by filling out the form 
at livingwordumc.org or by mailing it to the church 
office. The generosity campaign is an important part 
of the church. Your vision for 2021 and your generosity 
allows your church to plan for the upcoming year.

Save the Date
Dec. 20: Virtual Christmas Concert
Dec. 24: In-Person and Online Christmas Eve Services

Church Building Hours
The church building will be closed Dec. 28 and Dec. 
31 in observance of Christmas and New Year’s Day!

Year End Reminder
As 2020 comes to a close, please note that all 
contributions must be postmarked or received in 
the church office by noon on December 30 (last day 
of 2020 business) to be posted as a 2020 gift. If you 
need to confirm the balance of your 2020 pledge, feel 
free to contact Kim Cox at kcox@livingwordumc.org 
or 636-821-2800.

Communion
Living Word will hold communion on the first Sunday 
of each month, beginning on Sunday, December 
6, during the online worship services. Pre-filled 
communion cups will be available outside the front 
entrance to the building beginning the week of 
November 30. Please pick up communion cups for 
your family during this time.

The Gifts of Christmas Gift Box - Sign Up Today!
In the spirit of our upcoming sermon series for 
Advent, "The Gifts of Christmas," Living Word is 
putting together an interactive Christmas box to 
accompany the Christmas Eve online worship service. 
All you need to do to reserve your family's box is sign 
up at livingwordumc.org/gift. The box will be mailed 
to you prior to Christmas Eve.
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missions
Prior to the building closure as a result of the pandemic, Living Word Bible studies were active at the church! 
Kim McGee's The Chosen Bible study held their final class, and Connie Davidson's Tuesday morning Bible 
study worked together to wrap dozens of presents for Living Word's Christmas stage design!
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Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
To add a prayer to the above list, please complete the online form at lwinfo.org and click on Prayer Request, or 
email Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, 
please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 
24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Carol McKay
Jim McKay
Joe Lemaster
Joyce Rasbach
Annette Brown
Debra Fisher
Amy Cordeal
Kathy Westhoff
Debbie Thibault
The Miller Family
Julie Johnson

congregational Care
Release My Grip Group
If you are a parent struggling with emotions after 
sending your child to college, please join us as we 
walk this journey together. We are using the book 
"Release My Grip" by Kami Gilmour. We meet monthly 
at 7:00 pm virtually, and the facilitator is Val Novatny. 
If you are interested in joining the group, please 
reserve your spot by emailing Val Novatny, Director of 
Congregational Care, or by calling 636-821-2823. The 
cost of the book is $10. Please invite your neighbors 
and friends who may be going on this journey as well!

GriefShare Support Group
GriefShare, a special seminar and support group for 
people grieving the loss of someone close, is meeting 
September 14 - December 7 on Mondays from 6:30-
8:30 pm virtually. To register for this course, please 
visit livingwordumc.org, or contact Val Novatny at 
636-821-2823. There is a $15 cost for the participant 
workbook.

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 outbreak

Family and friends on the loss of Don Wilhite

The Wells and Cleveland families on the loss 
of Michele Wells

Living Word Recruiting for Stephen Ministry
Every day you see people who are hurting: those 
who have lost a job, lost a loved one, gone through 
a divorce, or are battling a terminal illness. Stephen 
Ministers are God’s representatives who bring His 
love to those who are hurting. God is waiting to make 
a difference in their lives through you! 

You have seen the ministry of the Stephen Ministers 
here at Living Word for over 20 years. Have you 
thought that perhaps you would like to participate in 
this ministry? The next Stephen Minister training class 
will begin on Tuesday, January 5, and continue through 
May 18. If you would like to participate in this training 
and in this ministry, please contact Val Novatny at 
636-821-2823 or vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.

To learn more about becoming a Stephen 
Minister, please visit www.stephenministries.org/
stephenministry/default.cfm/1596.

Bettina Esser
Charlotte Ottley
Delaney Digman
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent
Peggy Cruse
Bill Cruse
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider
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 November at Living Word


