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in worship
Dear God
January 3
Sharing with God your sorrow for the year past and your hope in the year 
to come.

JANUARY 2021

Follow us:

God + Me = Great Things
January 10 - February 17
When we commit ourselves to God's purposes, great things can happen. 
God is in the business of using people to reach people, people to heal 
people, people to care for people. How can God use you? 
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pastor's pen
What will 2021 look like for you?

The goal of every church is that you will find ways to become an even better follower of Jesus Christ than you 
were in the past. In Methodist language, all disciples are moving on to perfection (which means loving God and 
loving others with a perfect love) however we recognize that this is an ongoing process and we’re not there yet. 
How can you become a better follower in 2021? At Living Word, we understand that disciples engage in four 
practices of faith; Worship, Learn, Serve, and Celebrate. As you engage those activities of faith you will find you 
are growing as a follower of Christ. Not only that, but you will also find that you are fulfilling the purpose for 
which God created you and to which you are called.

God + Me = Great Things

I don’t think God created you for mediocre things. I don’t think God’s purpose for your life is boring or humdrum. 
I believe God calls you to Great Things. In 2021 I invite you to center your life on the promises found in Ephesians 
3:20-21 “Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by His power at work within 
us; glory to Him in the church and in Christ Jesus for all generations, forever and always. Amen.” In 2021 we will 
journey together toward helping you fulfill God’s purpose for your life. You’ll learn that it’s far more than you 
could ever imagine. You may find yourself intimidated by it because it seems too big a purpose for you. However, 
if you’ll note that equation in bold print above, you’ll find that you aren’t supposed to do it alone. Without God, 
you can’t get it done. With God, you can accomplish Great Things. Do you find that as exciting as I do?

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave

Children & Youth
Family Painting Event - Register Now!
All families with children under 18 are invited to join 
Wesly and Samantha for the Creative Canvases virtual 
paint party on Sunday, January 10, at 3:00 pm! This 
free family activity involves painting a picture that 
accompanies a devotion. It's a great opportunity to 
have fun and get to know each other better! We will 
provide you with all the supplies. All you need to do 
is register at livingwordumc.org/paint by January 4! 
Wesly and Samantha will also hop on Facebook Live 
on January 3 to talk more about this exciting event!

Confirmation Begins January 17
Confirmation is open to all seventh graders as they 
have the opportunity to explore and claim their faith 
in Jesus Christ by becoming a member of the church! 
Our first class begins on Sunday, January 17, beginning 
at 12:30 pm and ending at 2:00 pm. Registration is 
required for every Confirmand candidate. Please 
register your child at livingwordumc.org/confirmation. 
For more information, please contact Pastor David 
Israel at disrael@livingwordumc.org.
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Online Worship Attendance
December 6 - 431

December 13 - 423
December 20 - 475
December 24 - 769
December 27 - 392

Important Information

Living Word Online Resources
In 2020, our goal was for everyone to develop "The 
Mind of Christ" by using the weekly devotionals and 
group study guides to accompany each sermon. We 
hope these materials helped you better understand 
the messages and develop your relationship with 
God.
 
In 2021, Living Word will emphasize that "God + Me 
= Great Things"! While we will no longer produce the 
group study guide in 2021, we will continue to offer 
all other online resources for you and your family, 
including daily devotionals, weekly Bible study videos, 
a guide to reading the New Testament in a year, and 
resources for your children. You can find all these 
resources at livingwordumc.org/athome.

Ways to Give
Text 'give' to 636-306-4111

Mail it in 
ShelbyNEXT app 

livingwordumc.org/giving
lwinfo.org

or through your bank's Bill Pay service

Living Word United Methodist Church
17315 Manchester Road

Wildwood, MO 63038

Estimate of Giving Card Reminder
If you have not already done so, please complete 
your Estimate of Giving Card by filling out the form 
at livingwordumc.org or by mailing it to the church 
office. The generosity campaign is an important part 
of the church. Your vision for 2021 and your generosity 
allows your church to plan for the upcoming year.

COVID-19 Update
Living Word will continue to be unavailable for use 
by small groups at least through January 15, in order 
to provide the time to see the effects of holiday 
gatherings on our area's COVID-19 numbers. Worship 
will continue to be online only for January 3, 10, and 
17. Please also be aware that the church office will be 
closed on Monday, January 18, in observance of MLK 
Day.

Early Childhood Center Reopening January 4
The Living Word Early Childhood Center is scheduled 
to reopen on January 4! The ECC will be following 
the lead of the Rockwood School District. As long as 
Rockwood schools are open for onsite learning, the 
ECC will be open. If Rockwood makes the decision to 
return to all virtual learning, the ECC will shut down 
again at that time as well. Complete information 
about the ECC's safe reopening plan can be found at 
livingwordumc.org/ecc.
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missions

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Christmas Food Drive! We donated three carloads of 
food and personal items to Agape Help House! A very 
special thanks to Carol Brown for organizing the event 
along with Ron and Linda Poertner and Steve Ernst.

Living Word delivered Christmas gift bags, new books, 
and family gift cards to our friends at Meramec 
Elementary School! Mr. Strong, School Principal, and 
Jose Jackson, Community Engagement Coordinator, 
were very happy to receive these special items that 
will remind the Meramec students and their families 
that Living Word cares about them!

A very big thank you to our many Living Word volunteers who wrote cards, baked cookies, put together treat 
bags, and safely visited some of our local seniors and homebound friends!
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Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
To add a prayer to the above list, please complete the online form at lwinfo.org and click on Prayer Request, or 
email Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, 
please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 
24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Connect Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Jerry Mooneyham
Linda Crothers
Karen Sawhill
Janet Rasbach
Charlotte Ottley
Delaney Digman
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider

congregational Care
Living Word Recruiting for Stephen Ministry
Every day you see people who are hurting: those 
who have lost a job, lost a loved one, gone through 
a divorce, or are battling a terminal illness. Stephen 
Ministers are God’s representatives who bring His 
love to those who are hurting. God is waiting to make 
a difference in their lives through you! 

You have seen the ministry of the Stephen Ministers 
here at Living Word for over 20 years. Have you 

Everyone affected by the 
   COVID-19 outbreak

Family and friends on the 
   passing of Bill Cruse

The Reed and Stevens families 
   on the loss of Kim Reed’s 
   grandfather, Bob Stevens, Sr.

The VanLue and Moens families 
   on the loss of Ann VanLue’s 
   mother, Mary Lou Moens 

thought that perhaps you would like to participate in 
this ministry? The next Stephen Minister training class 
will begin on Tuesday, January 5, and continue through 
May 18. If you would like to participate in this training 
and in this ministry, please contact Val Novatny at 
636-821-2823 or vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.

To learn more about becoming a Stephen 
Minister, please visit www.stephenministries.org/
stephenministry/default.cfm/1596.

The Yoder and Deterding 
   families on the loss of 
   Samantha Yoder’s grandmother, 
   Claudene Deterding 

Family of Officer 
   Tamarris Bohanon
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The Carols of christmas
Thank you to everyone who joined us for The Carols of Christmas virtual concert! The concert featured over 
45 musicians who were under the direction of Donna Baker, Mary Locke, Holly McKee, and Tony Hartsfield. 
A special thank you to David Howenstine for narrating and to Erik Wilson and Corey Beveridge for producing 
such a wonderful concert. If you didn't get the chance to watch the live premiere, it's not too late! You can 
view the concert at any time on Facebook or at livingwordumc.org/the-carols-of-christmas.


