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in worship
God + Me = Great Things
February 7-17
When we commit ourselves to God's purposes, great things can happen. 
God is in the business of using people to reach people, people to heal 
people, people to care for people. How can God use you? 

FEBRUARY 2021

Follow us:

Return to In-Person Worship
Living Word will hold an in-person Ash Wednesday worship service on 
Wednesday, February 17, at 7:00 pm. Living Word will also return to 
regular in-person worship on Sunday, February 21, and will revert to our 
previous service times of 9:00 and 10:30 am. We will continue to stream 
all services live on Facebook and at livingwordumc.org. Please note that 
social distancing and masks are required for all guests ages five and older 
who are joining us in person, regardless of vaccination status.
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pastor's pen
New Year, New Plan

Each year the Leadership Board and pastors go through a process of discernment which leads to plans for the 
coming year. We did it in 2019. Goals were set for 2020 and things were going great… for a couple of months.  
COVID-19, stay at home, blah, blah, blah. You get the picture. To be quite honest, I came away from the year 
feeling the church had pressed pause. Truly we didn’t. A lot of ministry took place. However, none of the ministry 
had the visibility level of years past. Most ministry was centered on our own member care. While that’s a good 
and important thing for us to do, we certainly didn’t focus much on sharing Christ with our community. That’s 
the pause I’m referring to.

In Ephesians 4:11-12 “So Christ Himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 
to equip His people for works of service, so that the Body of Christ may be built up…”  I believe that we went a 
long way to “equip” God’s people (us) but we didn’t go a long way to build up the Body of Christ. This year, as 
we set goals, I was determined to look at what we can and should do no matter what a rogue virus does to us. 
Below are the goals the Leadership Board set for Living Word. They are not board goals. They are not Pastor 
Dave’s goals. They are Living Word’s goals and I want to invite you to consider, pray, and participate in assuring 
we can accomplish that two-fold purpose of all churches we find in that scripture passage; Equip God’s people… 
so that… we can build up the number of people who participate in the Body of Christ.

Detailed Goals

Worship 
• Refocus online worship to engage worshippers more personally.

•   By May 1 – Create and implement a strategy for online engagement.
• Based upon what we’ve learned in the past year with online worship, redesign “in-person” worship to 

assure online worship does not lose its appeal.

Learn
• Create a Discipleship Pathway that is family-oriented and engages people across the age spectrum.

•   Fully roll out new Pathway by August 1.

Serve
• Create two mission opportunities in 2021 which will give community members an opportunity to serve 

the needs of others.
• Create additional places for our congregation to be in service. 
• Create two events which provide a “value-added amenity” to the community. (Such as a Wildwood Days 

5k or a car show.)

Celebrate
• Create a process to identify and celebrate milestone events in the congregation.

•   This goal is to create a smaller church feel as we grow into a larger congregation.
•   Create four additional “milestone” event celebrations.

Pastor David Israel, Lead Pastor
disrael@livingwordumc.org



Message from the Heart
How many times lately have you thought about the 
history we are living through right now? It seems to be 
the only thing we can talk about and focus on right now. 
The weight of the political situations along with the 
pandemic is pretty much unbearable most of the time 
for most adults. While there is always good happening 
all around us if we just look for it, our children are 
growing up amid a lot of tragedy right now. I find myself 
thinking often of one of my favorite quotes from Mr. 
Rogers. “When I was a boy and I would see scary things 
in the news,” Rogers said to his television neighbors, 
“my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You 
will always find people who are helping.’” When the 
children in your life recall this time, will they refer to 
you as one of the helpers? Whether it’s your children, 
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, neighbors, students, 
or even just some kids from the grocery store, how will 
they describe the way you made them feel during these 
uncertain times? Maybe you didn’t have many words to 
say to them and they only saw you with your mask on. 

What did your eyes and body language communicate? What types of things did they overhear you saying to 
other adults?

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:16

We are learning that babies are smiling at strangers in stores despite the fact that they can’t see the adult’s 
mouths to know they are smiling at them. Why are they doing that? How do they know? Since having the 
preschoolers back in the building, we are observing happy, well adjusted, typically developing kids that are 
ecstatic to play, learn, and grow with their peers whether they are doing it with a mask on or not. We have 
long known kids are more adaptable than adults, but we are seeing obvious evidence of that right now in our 
preschool and it’s inspiring. I can’t wait for these times to be in the past for so many reasons, but I do wonder, 
what will the children remember? As you continue to navigate these challenging times, my challenge to you 
is to pause before speaking or acting. Think about the legacy you are leaving behind for the children who are 
watching you.

Becky Miller, Director of Early Childhood Center
bmiller@livingwordumc.org
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2021-2022 Early Childhood Center (ECC) Registration
ECC registration for the 2021-2022 school year is 
now open for children ages 15 months to 6 years 
of age. We strive to provide a safe and nurturing 
environment where children are provided with 
developmentally appropriate experiences to help 
them learn and grow together. Check out ECC at 
livingwordumc.org.
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Online Worship Attendance
January 3 - 547

January 10 - 476
January 17 - 463
January 24 - 493
January 31 - 462

Important Information

Living Word Online Resources
Living Word offers many online resources for you 
and your family, including daily Scripture reading 
guides and video studies, a guide to reading the New 
Testament in a year, and resources for your children. 
You can find all these resources at livingwordumc.
org/athome.

Ways to Give
Text 'give' to 636-306-4111

Mail it in 
ShelbyNEXT app 

livingwordumc.org/giving
lwinfo.org

or through your bank's Bill Pay service

Living Word United Methodist Church
17315 Manchester Road

Wildwood, MO 63038

Blood Drive at Living Word
Living Word is holding an American Red Cross Blood 
Drive in the Fellowship Hall on February 18 from 2:00-
6:00 pm. If you would like to make an appointment to 
donate, please visit redcrossblood.org and enter the 
sponsor code "LWUMC" or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767).

Special Called Charge Conference
A special Charge Conference has been called by 
District Superintendent Robin Bell, to be held at 6:30 
pm at Living Word on February 15, regarding pastoral 
salaries. All church members are welcome to attend; 
however, only the currently elected church officers 
may vote.

GriefShare Begins March 1
GriefShare, a special seminar and support group for 
people grieving the loss of someone close, will meet 
virtually on Mondays, March 1 - May 24, from 6:30-
8:30 pm. For more information and to register, please 
visit livingwordumc.org.

missions
At-Home Food Drive
Helping others is one way we can shake off these "pandemic isolation blues" that are so common right now.  
One easy way to help others is through our At-Home Food Drive during the church season of Lent, benefiting the 
Circle of Concern food pantry in Valley Park.

At your home starting February 17 (Ash Wednesday), place a non-perishable food item into a box or bag each 
day during Lent - that totals 40 items, one for each day during Lent. If that doesn't work for your household, any 
number of donated non-perishable food items will be welcomed! At the end of the Lenten season, on Monday, 
April 5, between 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, bring your food bags and boxes to Living Word. Your donations will be 
loaded and delivered to Circle of Concern, one of Living Word's five Signature Missions. 

For a list of requested donated items, please visit circleofconcern.org. Rather than following the tradition of 
giving up something for Lent, let's add something - service to others! Since 1967 the Circle of Concern food 
pantry has served qualified individuals and families living in the Parkway, Rockwood, and Valley Park School 
Districts. Visit circleofconcern.org for more information.



Church Family News
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Celebrating the baptism of Michael Grammar on Sunday, January 31, at Living Word! Michael is pictured here 
with his wife, Barb, and daughters, Amanda and Ashleigh.

The 2021 Leadership Board began the year by gathering for a retreat on January 16, 2021. Living Word’s 
Leadership Board consists of members of the church who have been nominated by the Nominations committee 
and approved by the Charge Conference. It also includes the Lead Pastor and the Executive Pastor. The Board is 
responsible for working with the congregation, the ordained ministers and the staff of Living Word to achieve our 
Vision to make disciples for Jesus Christ by becoming a church of invitation. You are always welcome to attend 
the non-confidential portion of the Board meeting. The Leadership Board meets every third Monday of the 
month from 6:30 – 8:30 pm. For more information, please contact Tim Polles at leadership@livingwordumc.org.

Your 2021 Leadership Board Members are Tim Polles – Chair, Nancy Cleve – Lay Leader, David Israel – Lead Pastor, 
Greg Finfrock – Executive Pastor, Stephanie Crist, David Emshoff, Jen Faust, Shannon Hauri, Linda Poertner, and 
Greg Rush.
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Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
To add a prayer to the above list, please complete the online form at lwinfo.org and click on Prayer Request, or 
email Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, 
please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 
24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Connect Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Pete Bolinger
Charlotte Ottley
Delaney Digman
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 outbreak

Our country and its leaders

Family and friends on the passing of Gary Bader

The Leonard family on the passing of Dave Leonard’s mother, Jeanne Leonard

Children & Youth
Family Lent Packages
Living Word is offering fun Lenten packages for 
families with children ages birth-5th grade! Each 
package includes daily devotions and activities for the 
whole family!

Be sure to sign up to receive your family's package 
by February 5. The packages will be delivered to 
homes on February 16. Please contact Director of 
Children's Ministries Samantha Yoder at syoder@
livingwordumc.org for more information.

Love Your Neighbor: February Family Event
All children and youth are encouraged to join in on 
our February Family Event! We are putting together 
Valentine's Day care packages for local nursing home 
residents! 

Register your family at livingwordumc.org by 
February 8 to receive a delivery of supplies to make 
and decorate the care packages and cards. You can 

also choose to donate items for the packages from 
our Amazon wishlist! Please make any donations by 
February 8. Then drop the care packages off during 
office hours (Monday-Thursday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm) 
at Living Word by February 12 at 12:00 pm!

We'll see you on Facebook Live on February 14 for an 
update and a fun game!

Summer Camp at Living Word
Living Word is excited to announce that the Missouri 
Conference is hosting Ignite Mobile Camp at our 
church July 26-30 for students ages 6-12! Campers 
will choose one of three activity options: technology, 
athletics, or creativity. Register at livingwordumc.org 
by February 26 for an Early Bird price of $100! Please 
contact Director of Children's Ministries Samantha 
Yoder at syoder@livingwordumc.org for more 
information or if you are in need of a scholarship.
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Children & Youth Cont.
Hi! I am Wesly and I am the Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries. What some of you may not 
know is I attended one Sunday of in-person worship 
and one day in the office before going “remote.” You 
see, this is my first pandemic, too. Similarly, like all 
of you, it has brought joys and challenges. I know 
we are all tired of using technology to connect and 
communicate but I must admit that technology has 
been on my list of joys in this season. Without video 
calls, I would not have had the joy of meeting the 
students, parents, and volunteers who make up this 
dynamic youth program at Living Word. On the other 
side of the screen, I have seen future leaders of the 
church in tiny boxes with big ideas. I have experienced 
patient communicators who take the time to listen to 
one another just like Jesus. I hear faithful followers 
unafraid to click unmute to read Scripture or answer 
tough questions. I could also make the argument that logging on to a video call with someone they do not know 
takes courage and an open mind. Living Word Youth have been bold enough to give it a chance.

Yes, ministry in a pandemic is a challenge, but the faith of the next generation is worth it! In just two months of 
building relationships, I have seen Romans 12: 10-12 in action: “Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one 
another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” It is truly inspiring to see students who are tired of connecting and 
communicating online be joyful in hope for post- pandemic youth ministry. Student leaders, volunteers, and I are 
planning for the year over the next few months and we are starting with prayer. I ask you to join us in praying for 
these students. When I imagine what student ministry looks like at Living Word, I envision three things:

1. Students will have a place to belong and a place to invite friends. 
2. Students will have the opportunity to mobilize their faith to discover what being a disciple means in their 

individual context. 
3. Parents will have a partnership in helping students develop a lasting relationship with Jesus.

 
Before I “sign off” I would like to thank you for extending a warm welcome to my husband, Will, and my two 
boys, Liam and Ewan. We look forward to finding ways to serve the local church and community as a family. We 
look forward to high fives and hand shakes in a post-pandemic world. Most of all, we have unwavering hope in 
God’s plan for the future.

Wesly Pinkston, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries
wpinkston@livingwordumc.org



8

January at Living Word

From playing field games outdoors and painting 
canvases together virtually, to writing postcards for 
shut-ins and building box forts for Early Childhood 
Center students, Living Word children and youth 
have been very active! For more information about 
upcoming events, contact Samantha Yoder (children) 
at syoder@livingwordumc.org or Wesly Pinkston 
(youth) at wpinkston@livingwordumc.org.


