My Prayer Journal
Use this weekly prayer to help you
begin your time with God each
day.

Prayer of Confession:

O God, You know us well. We are quick to
speak of faith, but slow to live it fully. We
shout "hosanna" as Jesus approaches, but we
do not want Him to come too close -- not
close enough to really see. Forgive us when
we hide from You. O God, You know us well.
We are quick to claim faith in Jesus as our
Lord and Savior; but we are slow to live faith
fully and everywhere as faithful disciples.
Forgive us where we fail. O God, You know us
well. We are quick to want the blessings of
faithfulness, but we are slow to accept the
pain and suffering of authentic Christ-like
living. Forgive our weakness and fear.

My Prayers this Week:

Family Time:

This week is Holy Week. A time of reflection
and time we spend on remembering what
Jesus walked through this week. It can be
difficult for us to be able to fathom all that
Jesus endured throughout this week. As a
family, take time to walk through the differ-
ent events of the week. Read through the
crucifixion and resurrection together, if you
have small children | recommend reading it in
the Jesus Storybook Bible. Attend the Holy
Week services here at the church, work
through this devotional together and attend
Easter together. Remember the One who
paid it all for each of us.

MONDAY 3.29.21 Mark 14:43-65

The betrayal by Judas was as much a betrayal of Israel as it was of
Jesus. The Twelve were meant to represent a repentant, and
restored Israel—the foundation of a new beginning. They had
been appointed by Jesus, and entrusted with the message of the
Kingdom, empowered to do the work of the Kingdom, and prom-
ised positions of authority in the Kingdom. The use of the kiss, a
sign of affection and respect for a rabbi, as a signal simply height-
ens the villainy and the hypocrisy of the betrayal. Calmly, Jesus
asks His captors if He is being arrested on the charge of being an
insurrectionist, in spite of the fact that they have not seen Him
doing the kinds of things insurrectionists do. At His “trial” before
the Jewish Sanhedrin, Jesus is condemned for telling the truth
about Himself. If His words are true (as Christians believe they
are), there is no crime in His claim. If they are false, then the San-
hedrin rightly judged His words to be blasphemous. How often,
we might ask, do sinful human beings view real truth as horrible
and reprehensible? And how often does the Holy Spirit break
through, enabling us to accept the truth as good and beautiful?
e  How does the trial help us to see the “yes or no” nature of a
decision about Jesus? Is He who He says, or a blasphemer?

WEDNESDAY 3.31.21 Mark 15:1-20

With Jesus’ arrest, the Jewish trial, and Peter’s betrayal all com-
pleted, it is now Rome’s turn with Jesus. The story of Jesus before
Pilate is one of the most dramatic in the entire Passion narrative,
with the story once again centering on the question of Jesus’
identity. In the first trial before the Jews, the question had cen-
tered on: Has Jesus sinned against God? Now, before the civil/
secular authority, the question centers on: Has Jesus acted
against the state? Two different courts press two different charg-
es, with two different verdicts returned. Just as Caiaphas had
asked “Are you the Messiah?,” Pilate asks “Are you the King of
the Jews?.” It is theologically significant that while throughout
the Gospel, we have seen the Jewish leadership plotting to have
Jesus killed, it in fact takes TWO hearings to actually accomplish
it. And it is the second, before the infinitely more powerful Ro-
man, Gentile leader, that is ultimately necessary for their plan to
be brought to completion. The theological implication is that ALL
of us, all of humanity, as representatives of Jews and Gentiles, are
responsible for Jesus’ death.
e s Pilate caught in an impossible situation, or more directly
complicit? Look at verse 15. How SHOULD a leader behave?

TUESDAY 3.30.21 Mark 14:66-72

Jesus is inside the high priest’s house, answering to the most
powerful Jew in Israel. Meanwhile, Peter is outside in the court-
yard, answering to a female servant of no power. The contrast
drawn between Jesus and Peter here extends even deeper. While
Jesus is confronted with a demand to “Prophesy!,” His earlier
prophecy about Peter’s denial is literally being fulfilled outside in
the courtyard. Essentially, Peter is also on trial in this scene—but
whereas Jesus tells the truth about Himself at all costs, Peter lies
about himself to protect himself. The story of Peter’s failure in
contrast to Jesus’ confidence only serves to make Jesus’ actions
even more impressive. In his three denials, it almost seems that
Peter is trying to convince himself of his testimony. Using the
strongest possible language, Mark lets us know that by the time
he was questioned a third time, Peter cursed and swore in his
insistence that he did not know Jesus. But when the rooster
crowed, Peter finally saw himself as he really was, with the exact
correlation to Jesus’ prophecy. The truth about himself that he
comes face-to-face with literally makes him cry.

o  Whatis the role of fear in the story of Peter’s denial? Are his
fears understandable? To what do you attribute Jesus’ be-
havior in contrast to Peter’s?

THURSDAY 4.1.21 Mark 15:21-32

Did you notice the simple statement of the event of Jesus’ cruci-
fixion itself? Mark simply says, “and they crucified Him.” All four
Gospel writers show great restraint in their writing about the
horrific act itself. We should consider the fact that they COULD
have presented Jesus’ suffering and death in a gruesome, graph-
ic, brutal, and sickening fashion—because the event truly was all
of these things. But instead, the Gospel writers chose to take a
very disciplined approach, not really even hinting at the details of
the pain and agony. We DO need to be informed about the reali-
ty and the brutality and the horrible death of crucifixion, but we
also need to recognize that the Gospel writers intentionally
chose NOT to go down this road. This is significant, because the
Gospel writers were NOT interested in arousing pity for Jesus in
His suffering—they are interested in calling us to turn to Jesus
based upon who He is, and the basic fact that He died for us,
because He loves us. The details of suffering that we DO get are
emotional in nature—insults, mocking, and attempts to shame
Jesus—emphasizing the fact that Jesus is utterly alone in His
work of salvation.
e  How do the crowds want Jesus to demonstrate His true
identity? How do you? How does Jesus choose to do so?




FRIDAY 4.2.21 Mark 15:33-41

The narrative now reaches the moment of Jesus’ actual death on
the cross. After six hours on the cross, Jesus cries out, feeling
forsaken by God. Then, with a second loud cry, Jesus dies. The
symbolism of the tearing of the Temple curtain can be interpret-
ed in several ways— a sign of the breaking down of the wall of
separation allowing direct access to God through Jesus; a sign of
the inevitable fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy of the Temple’s de-
struction; or a representation of God’s grief, since Jews would
always rend their garments at the moment of death. But the cli-
mactic scene is with the Roman centurion. The first human being
to proclaim the fullest, truest, answer to the question “Who is
Jesus?” is a pagan, Gentile, Roman soldier. Jesus is none other
than the Son of God, just as Mark told us in chapter 1, verse 1. By
law, this Roman soldier could only proclaim this to be true of the
Roman emperor—the centurion’s claim marks a change of alle-
giance from Caesar, “son of god” to Jesus, Son of God. The impact
of this declaration on Mark’s original readers—Roman Chris-
tians—cannot be understated.
e  Why is this day called “Good Friday”? What claims or sym-
bolism from the story reinforce the notion that this is a
“good day”?

SATURDAY 4.3.21 Mark 15:42-47

Jesus died at 3:00 PM (the ninth hour) on Friday afternoon. The
Sabbath began at 6:00 PM Friday night. In today’s reading, it is
now somewhere between 4:00 and 5:00 PM, leaving little time to
prepare Jesus for burial, since it could not happen on the Sab-
bath. According to Mark, a man named Joseph from the town of
Arimathea, who was sympathetic to Jesus’ goals of the Kingdom
of God, went boldly to Pilate to request Jesus’ body. He knows
Pilate might refuse him, and he knows it could be dangerous to
show concern for a man condemned to death by Rome. But he
hopes that Pilate will want to avoid the Passover controversy that
could arise if he let Jesus’ dead body hang on the cross overnight
on the Sabbath, since that was abhorrent to the Jews. Pilate’s
surprise at Jesus’ death arises from the fact that most crucifixion
victims suffered for two or three days on the cross before dying.
Since families of crucifixion victims sometimes tried to “fake”
their deaths in order to rescue their loved one, Pilate asked a
centurion for confirmation of the death. After giving Jesus an
honorable burial, Joseph seals the tomb, while Mary Magdalene
and Mary the mother of Joses watch. They know His tomb.
e  What bold actions has your own sympathy for the Kingdom
of God motivated?
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Sermon Series: Skeptical Faith

Week Six: “What if Jesus Fails Me?” - Rev. J. David Israel

Scripture for Sunday, March 28: Mark 11:1-11

“When Jesus and His followers approached Jerusalem, they came to Beth-
phage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives. Jesus gave two disciples a task,
saying to them, ‘Go into the village over there. As soon as you enter it, you
will find tied up there a colt that no one has ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. If anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?” say, “It's master

”r

needs it, and he will send it back right away.”” They went and found a colt
tied to a gate outside on the street, and they untied it. Some people stand-
ing around said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ They told
them just what Jesus said, and they left them alone. They brought the colt
to Jesus and threw their clothes upon it, and He sat on it. Many people
spread out their clothes on the road while others spread branches cut from
the fields. Those in front of Him and those following were shouting,
‘Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Bless-
ings on the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest!”’
Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. After He looked around
at everything, because it was already late in the evening, He returned to
Bethany with the Twelve. ” (CEB)

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon:

Prayer Requests

Nadine Mordt
Charlotte Ottley
Delaney Digman

Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent

Sophia Miller

Judy Hoffman

Nini Schneider

The DeVinitz family
on the passing of
Ron DeVinitz's mother,
Patricia DeVinitz

The Novatny and Young
families on the passing of
Valerie Novatny's aunt,
Carol Arft Young
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