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in worship
Skeptical Faith
March 7 - April 11
Many of the interactions with Jesus in the book of Mark are with skeptics. 
Jesus is always willing to address their questions. Those skeptical questions 
from those days are still the questions we have today.

MARCH 2021

Follow us:

Easter at Living Word 

April 1 - Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 pm
April 2 - Good Friday Service at 7:00 pm

April 4 - Easter Sunday Services at 7:00, 9:00 & 10:30 am

Due to capacity restrictions, space is limited. Please reserve 
your spot for all services at livingwordumc.org/easter. Social 
distancing and masks are required for all guests ages three and 
older who are joining us in person, regardless of vaccination 
status. All services will be streamed live on Facebook and at 
livingwordumc.org.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://twitter.com/livingwordumc
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
http://livingwordumc.org/easter
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://livingwordumc.org/worship/
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pastor's pen
Inoculated
This week I drove two hours and 15 minutes to a town 
north of Hannibal to get the vaccine for COVID-19. I 
happened to hear that there were many slots available 
and I was anxious to get the first dose in. As a type 2 
diabetic, I qualified early in the tier system, so I made 
the trip. The place I went was very well organized 
with local police directing traffic, the National Guard 
handling parking and check-in, and volunteer nurses 
handling the injections. It took me a whopping four 
minutes to get from the parking space to receiving 
the inoculation. I waited the required 30 minutes and 
then headed back home.

First, though, I paused in my truck in the parking lot to give God thanks for medicine and science. I paused to 
pray for those who have been impacted by it and those families who have suffered the loss of loved ones. I 
thanked God that I was personally spared the disease. I admitted to the Lord my deep sense of relief to be on 
the path that leads to less anxiety and fear. I was nearly in tears when I realized just how relieved I was. There is 
something to be said for the comfort that comes from the knowledge that you are headed in the right direction.

One day later I observed Ash Wednesday with 70 people in person and a number of participants online. It was 
a unique service necessitated by both weather and the pandemic. Weather-wise, we postponed a week due to 
frigid temperatures and an icy parking lot. The pandemic challenged us to find a new way to do the service of 
ashes while maintaining proper social distance. It was an Ash Wednesday service like I’ve never presided over 
before, both in date and procedure, but the end result was the same. We all received the inoculation for our sin; 
grace! 

Grace is God’s unmerited love. Grace is what moved God to substitute Christ for you on the cross. Grace says, “I 
will go to any length to erase the fear and anxiety you have for any sin you have committed.” Grace sends Christ 
to the cross to die for our sins. Grace resurrects Christ to allow us all the opportunity to live our lives in a new 
direction. In the case of grace, that new direction is heavenly bound. 

With the vaccine, I received the side effects of arm pain and lethargy. There is a side effect to receiving grace as 
well. It’s much better than the vaccine, though. The side effect of grace is the overwhelming desire to share it 
with others. Grace moves us to offer that same relief from fear and anxiety we feel when we are not living within 
the grace of God. Like sharing with a friend where they can get the vaccine, grace is sharing with a friend how 
they can receive this good gift of God’s love.

Pastor David Israel, Lead Pastor
disrael@livingwordumc.org

mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


Message from the Heart
Face the Cross - A Musical Presentation 
“And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks 
were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and 
coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the 
centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, 
they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”  Matthew 27:51-54

As we reflect on our relationship with Christ during this season of Lent, we are reminded of the amazing love and 
sacrifice of our Lord. He loved each one of us so much that He was willing to die for us.

Our Good Friday service on April 2, at 7:00 pm, will reflect on the Passion story according to Matthew. Members 
of the Worship Choir and instrumentalists will present Face the Cross. Through narrated scripture and song, we 
will remember… 

The Last Supper
The agony in the Garden of Gethsemane
The arrest of Jesus after His betrayal by Judas
The examination and condemnation of Jesus by the Jews
The trial before Pilate during which Jesus is sentenced to be whipped and crucified
The crucifixion of Jesus

I hope you will join us in person or online for this special service as we “face the cross” and reflect on the amazing 
love and sacrifice of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Donna Baker, Director of Traditional Music Ministries
dbaker@livingwordumc.org
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Worship Attendance
February 7 - 502

February 14 - 464
February 21 - 609
February 24 - 247
February 28 - 432

Important Information

Men's Club Scholarship Program
In 2021, Men’s Club is sponsoring three $2,000 
scholarships in addition to the Ken Mann Memorial 
Scholarship award for $2,500! Applications and 
eligibility requirements are available in the kiosk at 
church or at livingwordumc.org. The deadline for all 
entries is May 2. Winners will be announced in July.

Ways to Give
Text 'give' to 636-306-4111

Mail it in 
ShelbyNEXT app 

livingwordumc.org/giving
lwinfo.org

or through your bank's Bill Pay service

Living Word United Methodist Church
17315 Manchester Road

Wildwood, MO 63038

Daylight Saving Time
Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 14. 
Don’t forget to set your clock forward one hour!

GriefShare
GriefShare, a special seminar and support group for 
people grieving the loss of someone close, will meet 
virtually on Mondays, March 1 - May 24, from 6:30-
8:30 pm. For more information and to register, please 
visit livingwordumc.org.

Save the Date
March 28 - Palm Sunday Worship Services

April 1 - Maundy Thursday Worship Service
April 2 – Good Friday Service

April 4 – Easter Worship Services
April 18 – Confirmation

July 26-30 – Ignite Mobile Camp at Living Word

Church Building
The church building will be closed on Monday, April 5, 
in observance of the Easter Holiday. (The building will 
be open between 10:00 am and noon so that families 
can bring their food drive donations - see page 5.)

Confirmation – April 18
Please join us during worship on Sunday, April 18, as 
we introduce Living Word's 2021 confirmands.

Living Word Texts
To receive Living Word texts about church closings 
due to inclement weather and other important 
information, please email your name and cell 
phone number to Beth Balzraine at bbalzraine@
livingwordumc.org.

2021-2022 Early Childhood Center (ECC) Registration
ECC registration for the 2021-2022 school year is now 
open for children ages 15 months to 6 years of age. 
We strive to provide a safe and nurturing environment 
where children are provided with developmentally 
appropriate experiences to help them learn and grow 
together. Check out ECC at livingwordumc.org.

https://livingwordumc.org/scholarship/
http://livingwordumc.org/giving
https://livingwordumc.org/mylw/
https://livingwordumc.org/griefshare/
mailto:bbalzraine%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:bbalzraine%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
https://livingwordumc.org/ecc/
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Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
February blood drive! Living Word hosted 27 donors, 
including five first time donors! The next American 
Red Cross blood drive at Living Word will be held 
Thursday, May 6, from 2:00-6:00 pm.

missions
At-Home Food Drive
In observance of Lent, Living Word is collecting food items for Circle of Concern, one of Living Word’s five 
Signature Missions. We encourage you and your family to collect 40 items – one for each day of Lent. Then bring 
your donations to Living Word during our Easter worship services on April 4 or between 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
on April 5.

Circle of Concern welcomes all non-expired non-perishable foods, plus personal care items, especially: cereal, 
canned pasta, dinner “helpers," dry pasta/pasta sauce, peanut butter/jelly, canned fruit, healthy snacks, 
condiments, razors, shampoo, deodorant, and ibuprofen. For more information about Circle of Concern, please 
visit circleofconcern.org.

Two of our church family members, Jim and Ann 
Lindemann, had the opportunity to travel to 
Midlothian, Texas, to participate in the filming of 
season two of "The Chosen" series! They joined 
3,000 others for the Sermon on the Mount.

https://www.circleofconcern.org/
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Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
To add a prayer to the above list, please complete the online form at lwinfo.org and click on Prayer Request, or 
email Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, 
please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 
24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Connect Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Alan Webb
Charlotte Ottley
Delaney Digman
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider

Everyone affected by the COVID-19 outbreak

Our country and its leaders

The Callier and Emery families on the loss of Charlie Emery’s father, Dick Callier

The Davis family on the loss of Don Davis’ wife, Vera Davis

Stephen Ministry
Exhausted by the pandemic? You don't have to face it alone. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, 
encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual support. If you are interested in working with a Stephen Minister, 
please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.

mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/care
https://livingwordumc.org/care/
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Children & Youth

Egg Hunt Volunteers Needed!
Save the date for a community-wide egg scavenger 
hunt March 20-April 3! There will be up to 20 Easter 
eggs hidden all around the Wildwood community 
in residential areas and outside of businesses. Look 
for more information soon! In the meantime, we 
are looking for several volunteers who are willing 
to display an egg in their yard. Please register at 
livingwordumc.org/egg-hunt.

Living Word Youth students put together Valentine's Day care packages for local senior living facility residents!

Summer Camp at Living Word
Living Word is excited to announce that the Missouri 
Conference is hosting Ignite Mobile Camp at our 
church July 26-30 for students ages 6-12! Campers 
will choose one of three activity options: technology, 
athletics, or creativity. Visit livingwordumc.org 
to register. Please contact Director of Children's 
Ministries Samantha Yoder at syoder@livingwordumc.
org for more information or if you are in need of a 
scholarship.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
https://livingwordumc.org/egg-hunt/
https://livingwordumc.org/childrens-summer-camp/
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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February at Living Word

After postponing the original service due to inclement 
weather, Living Word held its Ash Wednesday 
Worship Service on Wednesday, February 24. It was 
so wonderful to worship with many of our friends in 
person again!

Living Word has resumed regular in-person worship 
on Sundays at 9:00 am (traditional) and 10:30 am 
(contemporary). We will continue to stream all services 
live on Facebook and at livingwordumc.org.

At left, Early Childhood Center (ECC) students love playing in the box forts created by Living Word Youth! At right, 
ECC students mail Valentine's letters for Valentine's Day!

https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://livingwordumc.org/worship/

