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Jesus has just entered into the temple in Jerusalem.
He has entered as King of Israe
He is in David’s city, the city of the King.

M ar k 1 1 2 7 - '.'The temple has hist_orically, always, been u_nder_the special control
1 2 1 7 (NIV) of Israel’s kings. o i O
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Mark 11:27 (NIV)

They arrived in
Jerusalem, and while
Jesus was walking in
thetemple courts, the

chiefpriests, the
teachers ofthelaw and
the elderscameto him.

The scene that begins with this verse is in direct response to Jesus’
actions in the temple: Who gave Jesus the authorlty to act this
Way'?

“arrived again in Jerusalem”
This continues the travel begun in 11:20, when Peter

'_'notlced the w1thered fig tree.

“walking in the temp: e courts”



“By what authority ...”
They are asking about Jesus’ right — legally OR politically
— to usurp their OWN rights with regard to temple practices.

M ar k 1 1 2 8 O\ : “Authority” here means “authorization” or “right” or
“permission”.
“By what authority are ’ They question has no acceptable answer! It is an attempt
y ou d o) | n g t h ese : _'tO‘ Incriminate Jesus. s

THEY had the ONLY right to extend this kind of

= ?”
things?” they asked. authority.

“And who gave you
authority todo this?”
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“and who gave you this authority”
This is really just a restatement of the same question.
- Again, Jesus must either say, “No one, I did it on my
M ar k 1 1 2 8 (NIV) own,” or “God,” implying a prophetic or messianic claim.
It seems the leaders may be seeking for Jesus to make

“By what authority are this outright claim. :
you doing these - Keep in mind that “authority” has been a major element

things?” they asked. o Josus’ ministry throughout the Gospe
“And who gave you ol o "
authority todo this?”
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Mark 11:29 (NIV)

Jesus replied, “I will
ask you one question.
Answer me, and | will
tell you by what
authority I am doing
these things.”

“Jesus replied”

We saw the same type of reply with a counter-question

from Jesus in 10:2.

“I will ask you one question”

of itself!

leaders.

Notice how subtly this implies a level of authority in and

Jesus assumes an authority to question these religious




“John’s baptism”

. . The counter-question is: where did JOHN get his
“ : ; If John’s traced to God, so could Jesus’.
John’s baptism — was By going to John for baptism, Jesus HAD recognized

It from heaven, or from ~ John’s baptism as being from God. =~
men? Tell me!” / And, that his message of repentance and the coming of
the kingdom was ALSO from God.

“Tell me!”
The
res .




Mark 11:31 (NIV)

They discussed itamong
themselvesand said, “If
we say, ‘From heaven,’
he will ask, “Then why
didn’t you believe
him?””

‘among themselves.

“They discussed it”
They have to deliberate to determine how to answer!
Note, though, that the content of deliberation MUST be
inference on the part of Jesus’ disciples, as all they will verbalize is
“We don’t know” — the discussion itself is portrayed as private

) 'eache. repentance anda C
from heaven”, then they sh
didn’t, because they
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Mark 11:32 (NIV)

“But ifwe say, ‘From
men’...” (They feared
the people, for everyone
held that John really
was a prophet.)

“From men”

But the alternative answer (the one they actually
BELIEVED) creates a problem, as the crowds, whose support they
need, believed John WAS a prophet from God. |

The implication Jesus makes is that HIS authority, like

ohn’s, comes from God .... But he doesn’t have to claim it directly.



Mark 11:33 (NIV)

Sothey answered Jesus,

“Wedon’t know.” Jesus
said, “Neither will I tell
you by what authority |
am doing thesethings.”

“We don’t know”

They thereby sacrifice their opportunity to force Jesus to

1ncr1m1nate himself.

temple!

But don’t miss the cowardice behind this answer!
Even if they believe Jesus acted illegally in the temple,

‘they have now abandoned their respon31b111ty to defend the

The chooSé'.to protect their ow-n




“speak to them”
M a r k 1 2 1 (NIV) . The “them” here is still the leaders from 11:27.

“in parables”

He then began to speak
J P Jesus last taught in parables in Mark’s Gospel back in

tothem in parables: “A chapter 4 (although subsequent shorter saylngs are somewhat
- parabolic as well)..

man planted a
vineyard. He put a wall | .
arour_1d It, dug a pit f(_)l’ “vineyard .. wall | - wi press ...wateht"
the winepressand built
a watchtower. Then he
rented thevineyard to
some farmersand went

away on a journey.”




Mark 12:1 (NIV)

He then began to speak
tothem in parables: “A
man planted a
vineyard. He put a wall
around it, dug a pit for
the winepressand built
a watchtower. Then he
rented thevineyard to
some farmersand went
away on a journey.”

“a man planted”
In the allegory, this is God.

“rented ... and went away”
The imagery is of wealthy commercial farmers who
supervised large, profitable farms. e
' The Greek for “went away” implies ar

time. | SR G
But no allegorical meaning should
departing the vineyard”. o

-X_tended period of




Mark 12:2-4 (NIV)

“At harvest time he sent
a servanttothetenants
to collect from them
some ofthe fruit ofthe
vineyard. But they
seized him, beat him
and sent him away
empty-handed. Then he
sent another servant to
them;they struck this
man on the head and
treated him
shamefully.”

“sent a servant”

This was typical behavior in such lease agreements.

“fruit of the vineyard”
This often referred to the money from the sale of produce,

- well as to the produce itself.

*beat him and sent im away



Mark 12:5 (NIV)

‘He sent still another,

and that onethey killed.

He sent many others,;

some ofthem they beat,

othersthey killed.”

“another ... they killed”
This brings the treatment of the servants to a terrible

climax.

“many others”
Demonstrating that thelr behavior is deeply engrained.
The parable evokes 1 Kings 1 10 and 2 Chromcles
36:15- 16 ‘

are trying to kill m
2 Chron
them through h )



“one left ... a son, whom he loved”
. This is probably an allusion to Abraham in Genesis 22.
Mar k 12:6 v -

; Genesis 22:2 — “Then God said, ‘Take your son, your only son, Isaac,
whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering

“He h a d one | eft to sen d : on one of the mountains I will tell you about.
ason. whom he loved But also, the language is a reminder of God’s voice to

Jesus at both his baptism and his Transfiguration.

2%

als Ser!t h Ir‘n IaSt Of a“’ : Mark 1:11 4-“Andavoicecamefromh'_éaven ou are my Son, whom I
Say In g J Th ey Wi I I love; with you I am well pleased.” G
I es p ectm y son.’”™ Mark 9:7 ¢ len a cloud appeared and envels




Mark 12:7-8 (NIV)

“But the tenants said to
one another, “Thisisthe
heir. Come, let’s kill
him, and the
Inheritance will be
ours.’So they took him
and killed him, and
threw him out ofthe
vineyard.”

“Come, let’s kill him”
This language is identical to the language of Genesis
37:20, where Joseph’s brothers considered kllhng J oseph before

selling him into slavery.
Genesis 37:20 — “’Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these

‘cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured hlm Then we’ll see what comes of
- his dreams.”

“the 1nher1tance Wll ‘be ours”



Mark 12:9 (NIV)

“What then will the
owner ofthe vineyard
do? He will come and
kill thosetenants and
give they vineyardto
others.”

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do”
This is a rhetorical question, which echoes Isaiah 5:5

Isaiah 5:5 — “Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I

will take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will
be trampled.”

"‘klll the tenants and give the Vmeyard to others”

This conveys a spec1f1c threat to : ruling priests Jesus is
speaking to. i |
In Ver,[s;e _‘



Mark 12:10-11
(NIV)

“Haven’t you read this
scripture: ‘“The stonethe
buildersrejected has
become the capstone;
the Lord has done this,
and it ismarvelous in
our eyes™?”

il

)

LA
e aati

“Haven’t you read this scripture”
Again, a rhetorical question, as the ruling priests had of

COURSE read Psalm 118, which is quoted.
But do they understand its implications?

“rejected ... capstone” G .
What has been tossed aside as unnecessary is now crucial.

While this refers directly to Jes



Mark 12:12 (NIV)

Then they looked for a
way toarrest him
becausethey knew he
had spoken the parable
against them. But they
were afraid ofthe
crowd;sothey left him
and went away.

“a way to arrest him”
This is the first mention of this desire FROM THE
NARRATOR in Mark’s Gospel.

“parable against them”
They get the point clearer than anyone.

us, they run the risk of 1

 getting more out of hand.
m now, they mi te



Mark 12:13 (NIV)

Later they sent some of
the Pharisees and
Herodians to Jesus to
catch him in his words.

“they”
The same group of leaders from 11:27 and 12:12.

“Pharisees and Herodians”
They hold very different views on the subject of taxation
that Jesus is about to be confronted with.
_ The chief priests, teachers of the law, and elders are
trying to set up a no-win situation for Jesus.
- Herodians: YES, pay taxes! They were political supporters
of King Herod, and Herod was appointed over the region by the

. Pharisees
idolatry, pl '




“a man of integrity ... the truth”
All of these words are pure flattery.

M ar k 1 2 1 4 (NI1V) ' _. They are intended to cajole, or pressure, J ésus into being
~ candid. - |

They cametohim and

- 1w ,_“Is it right to pay taxes” |
sald, "Teacher, we i Jesus is now confronted mth -‘-.'_'_he_ dllemma via a direct

know you are a man of
Integrity. You aren’t
swayed by men, because
you pay no attention to
who they are; but you
teach the way of God iIn
accordance with the
truth. Isitright to pay
taxes to Caesar or not?”

questlon




Mark 12:14 (NIV)

They cametohim and
sald, “Teacher, we
know you are a man of
Integrity. You aren’t
swayed by men, because
you pay no attention to
who they are; but you
teach the way of God iIn
accordance with the
truth. Isitright to pay
taxes to Caesar or not?”

Here is some important historical context for the issue of paying
taxes:

In 6 AD, not that long before this, a man named Judas the Galilean
had incited a revolt against Rome by urglng J ews to stop paying

,_Roman taxes.

The passion ar_ound;’thi,._s event was s_till'-s'




Mark 12:15-16
(NIV)

“Should we pay or
shouldn’t we?” But
Jesus knew their
hypocrisy. “Why are
you trying totrap me?”
he asked. “Bring me a
denarius and let me
look atit.” They
brought the coin, and he
asked them, “Whose
portraitis this? And
whose inscription?”
“Caesar’s,” they
replied.

“knew their hypocrisy”
Jesus sees through all this, and knows exactly what is
going on.

“Why are you trying to trap me”
Jesus lets them KNOW he sees through it.

“adenarius” i
A silver Roman coin, equal to



Mark 12:17 (NIV)

Then Jesus sald to them,
“Give to Caesar what is
Caesar’sand to God
what 1s God’s.” And
they wereamazed at
him.

“Give to Caesar ... and to God”
This is an ingenious response, which leaves the issue open
to the interpretation of the hearer!
| To a Jewish zealot, what belonged to Caesar was
NOTHING - and what belonged to God was EVERYTHING.
To a Jewish moderate, what belonged to Caesar

was tribute and/ or taxes for the work of secular government and

what belonged to God was worship and €OV



“they were amazed”

. _ Because Jesus did NOT fall into their trap!
M ar k 1 2 . 1 7 (NIV) - His answer forces any listener to probe into their own
loyalties and motives and decide what is owed to whom.

Then Jesus sald to them,
“Give to Caesar what is
Caesar’sand to God
what 1s God’s.” And
they wereamazed at
him.




Mark 11:27-
12:17 (NIV)

SUMMARY

Jesus has now taught in the temple precincts, with the same
authority he showed by his actions in the temple courts.

He has been confronted by two specific questions:
The source of his authority e
By the chief priests and scribes
Regarding payment of taxes

1e will be confronted by ye

Qo

about t
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