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INTRODUCTION

Our last session ended with the simple sentence:
“Then they led him out to crucify him.”

All that Jesus has said and done have led to this moment.

‘His teaching about the kingdom of Go_d and his prophetic criticism

of how the Jewish leadership has handled their responsibility has
led to their official condemnation. . '

who shrewdly.
have Jesus crt



“A certain man from Cyrene” |
‘Simon is not a local, and is just arriving from the outlying

M al k 1 5 :2 1 (NIV) environs

¥

rene was located in modern Libya, on the

Acertain man from Medierroneal B
Cyrene, Simon, the —
father of Alexander and
Rufus, was passing by
on hisway from the
country, and they
forced himtocarry the v 4 conbua

Cross. /7 wsvayt




“forced him to carry the cross”
Probably, because Jesus was too weak.

M ar k 1 5 - 2 1 (NIV) - Roman soldiers were allowed to press anyone into a
necessary service at a moment’s notice. -

Acertain man from
Cyrene, Simon, the
father of Alexander and
Rufus, was passing by g
on hisway from the
country, andthey
forced him to carry the
Cross.

“father of Alexander and Rufus” _ .
i We might ask why these men are 'men_tioned by name?

The only other “Rufus” in the New Testament is in




Mark 15:22 (NIV)

They brought Jesusto
the place called
Golgotha (which means
The Place ofthe Skull).

“Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull)”

“Golgotha” is an Aramaic word, and translates literally as
“round stone”. |

The Greek for “The Place of the Skull” here is “Krania
topos”, or in English, “skull place”. @
Some scholars maintain that there was a legend that the
name derived from the supposed burial place o !



Mark 15:23 (NIV)

Then they offered him
wine mixed with myrrh,
but he did not take it.

“wine mixed with myrrh”
A Jewish proverb may have occasioned such an act:

Proverbs 31:6 — “Give beer to those who are perishing, wine to those who
are in anguish.”

There is actually no evidence that myrrh had any

-analgesic properties, so it was probably. NOT otfered to dull the

pain.

More likely
myrrh was considered a delicacy.

. The act may be akin to saying, “Here, ki
spiced wine!”‘ ‘ i e

offeredr 'ifs'_" Ot



“but he did not take it”

. . Jesus again refuses to participate in any mockery.
M al k 1 5 . 2 3 (NIV) - Although there are other theories as to why he would not
drink it: '
Then they offered him 1) He had vowed to abstain from wine until the

wine mixed with myrrh, - kingdom came in full e
but hedid not take it. 7 i Mark 14:25 — “I tell you the truth, I will not drink

again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it anew in

God.” R RREA LIRS ‘ i

assumes the

4

was forbldde




Mark 15:24 (NIV)

And they crucified him.
Dividing up his clothes,

they cast lots to see
what each would get.

“And they crucified him”
Mark gives only a simple statement of the event itself.
We must note well the restraint shown by Mark and ALL
of the Gospel writers.
They COULD have presented Jesus’ suffering and death

in a graphic, gruesome, brutal, and smkemng fashlon — crucifixion

was ALL of these things. .
BUT, they hose to take a Very d‘lse lined approach, not



Mark 15:24 (NIV)

And they crucified him.
Dividing up his clothes,

they cast lots to see
what each would get.

“And they crucified him” (continued)

We must also not make the mistake of assuming ancient
writers would not write in graphic, gruesome terms.

See 4 Maccabees for an account of the kind of language
they COULD have used ... be advised, it’s graphic:

4 Maccabees 9:19-25 — “While he was saying these things, they spread fire

‘under him, and while fanning the flames they tlghtened the wheel further. The wheel

was completely smeared with blood, and the heap of _coals was being quenched by the



Mark 15:25-26
(NIV)

It was thethird hour
when they crucified
him. The written notice
ofthe charge against
himread: THE KING OF
THE JEWS.

“the third hour”

This means 9:00 AM.

John’s Gospel says it was the sixth hour (noon).

This was probably done by John to align with the time
when the Passover lambs were beginning to be slaughtered.

“written notice of the charge” G
This refers to what was known, the TITULUS. It was a
sign posted which stated the reason for t e.-p nis hment



Mark 15:27-
(28) v

They crucified two
robbers with him, one
on hisrightand oneon

his left.

“two robbers”
“Rebels” might be a better translation.
We do not know who they were — but, plausibly, they
were associates of Barabbas.
Some manuscripts have a verse 28 followmg this verse:
Mark 15: 28 — “and the scrlpture was fulfilled which says, ‘He was counted

'_'w1th the lawless ones.’

This Verse pomts to the fulfﬂlm nt of Isa ah 53 12

he will divide the_sﬁo
was numbered with t



“those who passed by”
M ar k 1 5 2 9 -3 O _ The Roman convention was that criminals were crucified

(NIV) in very public places — even along major thoroughfares.
| Golgotha was likely along a major road.

Those who passed by __
hurledinsults at him, : nr“_hurled insults ... shaking their heads:
shaking their heads and |
saying, “So! You who
aregoingto destroythe
templeand build it in . -
threedays, come down i
from the cross and save Mark

yourself!” wrongly ace

The words Mark uses are clearly me: nt to evoke Psalm

22




Mark 15:31 (NIV)

In the same way the
chiefpriestsandthe
teachersofthe law
mocked him among
themselves. “He saved
others,” they said, “but
hecan’t save himself!”

“mocked him among themselves”
Again, these leaders think they have won.
Jesus’ claims seem ludicrous now.
The danger he posed is past — they can safely poke fun at
him now. |



Mark 15:32 (NIV)

“Let this Christ, this
King of Israel, come
down now from the
cross, that we may see
and believe.” Those
crucified with him also
heaped insultson him.

“Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now”

This hearkens back to Jesus’ quote from Daniel, and his
coming on the clouds, at his questioning before the Sanhedrin.

It is a demand for Jesus to demonstrate, now, that he is
really all he claims to be.

“that we may see and believe” e

_ In effect, they are again demanding a sign, just as the
Pharisees had way back in Mark 8:11.

~ Mark I - “The Pharisees came and began to ques
him, they asked : i

2.

ir

“crucified



Mark 15:21-32
(NIV)

SUMMARY

The crucifixion of Jesus is only described by Mark in one brief
sentence:

“And they crucified him” (Mark 15:24 a)

Numerous details point toward the cru(:1ﬁX1on as the fulfillment of
‘the Old Testament:

Wine mixed with myrrh (Proverbs 31 6)

Dividing up his clothes and casting lots for them (Psalm

22:18)
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