My Prayer Journal
Use this weekly prayer to help you
begin your time with God each
day.

Prayer of Confession:

Creator God, You are the one who leads us
from darkness into light, from captivity into
freedom, from anxiety into peace, from des-
pair into joy. Yet we long to break free,
choosing independence, convinced of our
own wisdom, forgetting Your love and grace.
Forgive us, draw close to us, embrace us once
again in Your loving arms, and enable us to
follow You in worship and grateful service
each day of our lives. Amen.

My Prayers this Week:

Family Time:

God calls us to live a life following the path He
has laid out for us. We can live a full and com-
plete life when we walk in the righteousness
of God and use Jesus’ life as our guide. Within
our children’s ministry we want everyone to
feel welcomed and that they have a safe
space to be a part of. God wants us to recon-
cile our own sins and work hard on con-
necting with Him every day. We can trust that
God loves us and wants what is best for each
and every one of us. As a family talk about
how you can better connect with God and
how you can do good work in His honor.

MONDAY 4.19.21 Romans 3:9-20

With today’s reading, Paul wraps up his diatribe about human
sinfulness that he opened his letter with back in 1:18. The affir-
mation of the basic human condition of sin, though, had led Paul
into a bit of a “side discussion” regarding whether or not God’s
covenant relationship with Israel made them exempt in any way
from the ramifications of sin. Having addressed that issue with a
resounding “no,” Paul now reaffirms his basic point: “Jews and
Gentiles alike are all under sin.” He then provides a powerful
string of quotations from the Jewish Scriptures to substantiate his
claim, citing or referring to at least eight unique texts affirming
universal human sinfulness, from Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, and the
Psalms. Through this technique, Paul seems to be primarily aim-
ing to convince the Jews on this point. The Jews, those to whom
God gave the Law and established a covenantal relationship, are
no less liable to judgment for sin than anyone else. When Paul
says NO ONE is declared righteous in God’s sight by “works of the
law,” he means NO ONE. Even those works of the law that
marked individuals as part of God’s covenant people, like circum-
cision, cannot bring about a righteous verdict before God.

e Do you strive for righteousness through “works of the law”?

WEDNESDAY 4.21.21 Romans 4:1-12

We will now take two days to read through chapter 4, containing
Paul’s defense of his thesis that faith has always been God’s basis
for a declaration of righteousness. Paul uses Abraham as “Exhibit
A” in his argument, quoting Genesis 15:6 right out of the gate—
”Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteous-
ness.” Paul then cites David as “Exhibit B,” quoting Psalm 32
which affirms that God offers forgiveness for transgression with-
out regard for human works. Paul’s point here is that if God only
accepts us based on what we have done, then it is not real ac-
ceptance, but fulfillment of an obligation God has to us, as pay-
ment for our work. If, instead, God accepts us based on our faith
and trust in His Word to us, then that IS real acceptance! Paul
solidifies his argument by making the critical point that God de-
clared Abraham righteous on the basis of his faith in God’s Word
PRIOR to Abraham’s circumcision. Thus, the mark of circumcision
cannot be a necessary basis for a declaration of righteousness.
This makes Abraham the paradigm for the righteousness through
faith in Jesus that is now available to Gentiles, but also to Jews
who live by faith in God’s Word in the same way Abraham did.

e  What pleases God more—trusting His Word, or good works?

TUESDAY 4.20.21 Romans 3:21-31

Now Paul can move on to his fundamental thesis. He has argued
against a perspective that bases a verdict of righteousness in
God'’s historic covenantal relationship with Israel. Now, he will
argue FOR a verdict of righteousness based in faith in the blood
of Jesus as an atoning sacrifice for every human’s sin—regardless
of whether that human is Jew or Gentile. For the Jews, a right-
eousness apart from the Law of Moses was inconceivable. But
Paul insists that Jesus’ sacrificial death, and not having the Law of
Moses, is the correct criterion for an understanding of righteous-
ness before God. Since the one God is God of both Jews and Gen-
tiles, the same path to righteousness in God’s sight must be avail-
able for both if God is to be a God of justice. That path is faith in
Jesus Christ. Paul recognizes that this argument may make it
seem like the Law of Moses has been nullified, but he insists that
is not the case. He will now move into a demonstration that faith,
and not “works of the law,” have been God'’s criterion for right-
eousness all along. His argument for a righteousness through
faith actually “upholds the law,” by offering a corrective to the
misguided understanding that righteousness comes from Jewish
identity, rather than through faith in God.

e Do you believe you are declared righteous by faith in Jesus?

THURSDAY 4.22.21 Romans 4:13-25

The Jews looked to “Father Abraham” as the founder of their
faith—and yet, the Law of Moses was not given by God to Moses
at Mount Sinai until about 500 years after Abraham acted upon
the call of God on his life. Paul’s point here is that Abraham,
therefore, is not “Father Abraham” merely to the Jews, but to
ANYONE who lives by faith in God. While the Jews believed God’s
promise to Abraham “You will be the father of many nations”
referred to all of the Semitic peoples descended from him, like
the Moabites, Edomites, and Ishmaelites, in addition to the Jews,
Paul extends the meaning of God’s promise to Abraham to in-
clude all the peoples of the world who follow Abraham’s example
of faith in God. Even through his old age, Abraham never wa-
vered in his faith in God’ promises. Paul says that to claim, today,
that the Law has anything to do with righteousness would be
tantamount to rejecting the Scriptural testimony that God credit-
ed Abraham with righteousness long before the Law of Moses
even existed. The good news is that not just Abraham, but all of
us can be credited by God with righteousness through faith that
Jesus died for our sins, but was then raised to life.
e  When have you had to persevere in faith, like Abraham,
“against all hope”? Why does God call this righteousness?




FRIDAY 4.23.21 Romans 5:1-11

Paul ended chapter 4 and begins chapter 5 using some new lan-
guage—the language of “justification.” Note that Paul begins
here by saying “Therefore, since we have been justified through
faith.” For the past three days, we have been reading Paul’s de-
fense of the argument that it is through faith in Jesus Christ, and
not by works of the law, that humans are declared righteous in
God'’s sight. Clearly, then, the language of “justification” is equiv-
alent to language of “being declared righteous.” To be “justified,”
in Christian terms, is to have been declared righteous by God as a
result of faith in Jesus’ sacrificial death. Paul now writes that the
knowledge of this newfound “right relationship with God,” this
act of grace on God'’s part, leads to a life of peace, joy, and love.
The fact that Jesus died for an ungodly humanity gives Paul the
ability to persevere and rejoice even through suffering, because
the knowledge of a right relationship with God overwhelms any
possible earthly condition. He can face anything in life, because of
the almost unbelievable nature of what God has done for him in
Christ. BEFORE we had been reconciled with God, Jesus died as
the means to restore the relationship. Now that we HAVE been
reconciled, just imagine what God might do for us!

e  Does right relationship with God lead you to a life of joy?

SATURDAY 4.24.21 Romans 5:12-21

The answer to yesterday’s “just imagine” is the focus of today’s
reading ... and the answer is, eternal life! Paul insists that the
prerequisite to a human being’s gaining eternal life is God’s dec-
laration of righteousness (“justification”) for that human being.
Before reaching that conclusion, though, Paul first points back to
the story of Adam, and how physical death became part of hu-
man existence as a result of Adam’s decision to be disobedient to
God. The human race then inherited its sinful nature from Adam,
with death the natural result of sin from the beginning, long be-
fore there was a Law of Moses that could be trespassed. But just
as the one sin of Adam led to the universal sinfulness that Paul
spent several introductory chapters describing, the obedience
even unto death of the one man, Jesus, provides a path to univer-
sal righteousness for everyone who puts their faith in Him!
What’s more, this righteousness reverses the judgment humanity
has suffered under since the beginning of creation—death. Be-
cause of our right relationship with God, we can gain eternal life.
The role of the Law of Moses has been to make our sinfulness
more obvious to us—and, in kind, to make the full extent of God’s
grace in the gift of Jesus Christ more evident to us as well.

e s your sin obvious to you? How about your justification?
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Daily Study Guide April 18-24, 2021

Sermon Series: Being Moved

Week One: “Taking Steps” - Rev. J. David Israel

Scripture for Sunday, April 18: John 20:19-23

“It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were
behind closed doors because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities,
Jesus came and stood among them. He said, ‘Peace be with you.” After He
said this, He showed them His hands and His side. When the disciples saw
the Lord, they were filled with joy. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with
you. As the Father sent me, so | am sending you.” Then He breathed on
them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they
are forgiven; if you don’t forgive them, they aren't’ forgiven.”” (CEB)
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