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in worship
Skeptical Faith
April 4-11
Many of the interactions with Jesus in the book of Mark are with skeptics. 
Jesus is always willing to address their questions. Those skeptical questions 
from those days are still the questions we have today.

APRIL 2021

Follow us:

Easter at Living Word 

Join us for Easter at Living Word! All Holy Week and Easter services require 
reservations to attend. While the Easter Sunday Contemporary Service 
at 10:30 am is at capacity, you can still sign up for our 7:00 am or 9:00 
am Easter Sunday services, in addition to the Good Friday service. Please 
reserve your seat for all services at livingwordumc.org/easter. 

Good Friday Service – April 2 at 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service – April 4 at 7:00 am

Easter Sunday Traditional Service – April 4 at 9:00 am
Easter Sunday Contemporary Service – April 4 at 10:30 am (FULL)

All services will also be streamed live on Facebook and at 
livingwordumc.org.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://twitter.com/livingwordumc
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
http://livingwordumc.org/easter
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://livingwordumc.org/worship/
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pastor's pen
Easter Isn't Early This Year

I’m not sure if you know why the date of Easter changes 
every year. It’s kind of a quirk in the Christian year. 
We don’t actually know the date of Jesus’ crucifixion. 
We don’t know the actual date of Jesus’ birth so we 
(whoever “we” was) decided on December 25. There’s 
actually more to it than that, but that’s enough for this 
discussion. As for the crucifixion, we know it would 
have been around the Passover and around the year 
33 AD. However, none of that is actual factual history. 
You see, people didn’t always count years the same 
way we do. There is the Hebrew calendar. But there 
has also been a Gregorian calendar and a Julian 
calendar and so on. It’s really quite confusing.

The reason we celebrate Easter when we do each year 
is that somewhere along the line we (whoever “we” 
was) decided that Easter would be the first Sunday after the first full moon after the solar equinox. The solar 
equinox was set, not by a scientific timing of the day when there was equal amounts of sunlight and dark. 
Instead, it was set by The Church and it was fixed on March 21. Technically the earliest Easter can be on any given 
year is March 22, but that would have to mean that there was a full moon on March 21.

Whenever Easter falls on the first Sunday of April it feels early, yet this year is a full 2 weeks after the earliest 
possible date. Since the latest date it could fall is April 28, that will happen again in 2038. So though Easter feels 
early, it really isn’t… maybe since it’s in the middle third of possible dates, we might say it’s “just right.” And isn’t 
that always when Easter comes… when it is “just right.” 

Easter is a term we use for the day Christ was resurrected from the dead. Christ’s resurrection makes it possible 
for you and me to come to a saving faith that Christ first died for our sins and then was resurrected for our sake. 
Resurrected faith is never late. It’s never early. Resurrected faith is always “just right.” It comes at just the right 
time. I would even say that just as Easter returns every year, whenever we reaffirm that Christ is our Lord and 
Savior, we experience the resurrection again; and that comes at just the right time.

The early Christians greeted one another with “Christ is Risen” and responded with “Christ is Risen indeed.” 
That’s a proclamation of the resurrection that doesn’t need to be reserved for Easter alone. Any time we proclaim 
Christ as our risen savior it is neither too early nor too late. It is “just right.”

Pastor David Israel
disrael@livingwordumc.org

mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


Message from the Heart
As with so many aspects of our lives, the pandemic forced Living Word’s “Learn” ministries to adapt to new structures. I’ve 
been so pleased with the way many of our Sunday School classes and Bible studies have managed to continue through 
Zoom meetings or socially distanced outdoor gatherings when the weather permitted. A year ago, at the beginning of 
the shutdown, there were still about seven weeks remaining in the 30-week video-driven “Christian Believer” class that I 
was leading, and the transition to meeting for two hours each week, virtually, and figuring out how to show a DVD video 
through the software, was a challenge at first! Of course, now many of us are “old pros” at knowing how all that works. 
For the other class I led, though - the Tuesday morning Senior Bible study – rather than trying to hold a virtual meeting, I 
decided to begin video recording myself teaching the week’s lesson, and then make it available for class members to watch 
independently.

Many of our Sunday School classes and other small groups also figured how to “make it work” through virtual meetings. 
Eventually, it became safe for us to have smaller onsite groups meet as long as they were socially distanced and masked 
– although the social distancing requirement severely limited the size we could accommodate and the rooms that could 
be used, and many groups found that they actually preferred to continue meeting virtually rather than be together and 
masked. But now, finally, as vaccinations begin to roll out more widely, we are finally in a position to ease the restrictions 
on groups a little further. Following the most recent CDC guidelines, if all members of a small group are two weeks past 
their final vaccination, that group can meet in a room at the church without social distancing or masks required. For now, 
if any ONE person in the group does not meet that requirement, the entire group should continue to mask and social 
distance, and both safety measures are still required in the public spaces of the church. But this is a great step toward 
normalcy, and as more and more groups are fully vaccinated, things are finally going to feel “normal” again!

To that end, one of our Sunday morning adult Sunday School classes has resumed meeting onsite! From 7:45-8:45 am 
on Sunday mornings, the “Discipleship” class meets in Room 211/212 for a study of the Gospel of Matthew, under the 
leadership of Bill McCormick.

For now, the “Active Faith” Sunday School class is still meeting virtually, but they are discussing as a group when they will all 
feel comfortable returning to meeting onsite. On April 11, the class will begin a great study called “Christian History Made 
Easy” under the leadership of Scott and Mary Ottenberg, and they would love to have new folks join them! They meet 
through a Zoom meeting at 10:30 am on Sunday mornings - if you would like to be part of this new study, please contact 
Patty Brown at realpattybrown@gmail.com to get the Zoom link. It’s a great chance to learn about Christian history and 
meet some new people!

The “Getting out of the Boat” Sunday School class is also meeting virtually, at 9:00 am on Sunday mornings through a Zoom 
link. Through May, they will continue their study of the book “Evidence that Demands a Verdict,” with a focus on Christian 
apologetics. Contact Bill VanLue at bvanlue1@att.net for the link and to learn more about this group.

Plans are also underway to resume the Tuesday morning senior Bible study (11:00 am on Tuesdays) and the senior 
Fellowship Sunday School class. And we are SO excited that LW Kids and LW Youth will both be resuming on Sunday 
mornings beginning April 11! The popular Disciple Bible studies will also be starting up again this fall! Watch Living Word 
communications for more information as all of these Learn opportunities begin to resume their onsite meetings.

Finally – there will soon be a link on the website to a series of “Independent Study” Bible studies that have been created 
for anyone who is interested in learning, but who is unable to commit to a weekly class or study. The first two of these 
that will be made available will be on the Gospel of Matthew and the Gospel of Mark. The study on Matthew is a series of 
videos that I recorded to accompany our “God Plus Me Equals Great Things” sermon series in the first months of 2021, and 
the study on Mark consists of a series of PDF files that go through the Gospel of Mark verse by verse. The sessions provide 
a more in-depth look at the content of the daily readings that have been covered in the Daily Devotional guide this Lent, 
and are designed for individual reading and study.

I hope that you find these resources helpful in your spiritual walk. The pandemic has driven home the need for people 
to have access to good Biblical resources for personal study outside of the formal onsite church setting, and my goal is to 
continue to provide the people of Living Word with these resources. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me personally 
for any assistance I can provide!

Pastor Greg Finfrock
gfinfrock@livingwordumc.org
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Worship Attendance
March 7: in-person - 153, online - 376

March 14: in-person - 129, online - 391
March 21: in-person - 105, online - 340
March 28: in-person - 145, online - 336

Important Information

Men's Club Scholarship Program
In 2021, Men’s Club is sponsoring three $2,000 
scholarships in addition to the Ken Mann Memorial 
Scholarship award for $2,500! Applications and 
eligibility requirements are available in the kiosk at 
church or at livingwordumc.org. The deadline for all 
entries is May 2. Winners will be announced in July.

Ways to Give
Text 'give' to 636-306-4111

Mail it in 
ShelbyNEXT app 

livingwordumc.org/giving
lwinfo.org

or through your bank's Bill Pay service

Living Word United Methodist Church
17315 Manchester Road

Wildwood, MO 63038

Blood Drive at Living Word
Living Word is holding an American Red Cross Blood 
Drive in the Fellowship Hall on May 6 from 2:00-6:00 
pm. If you would like to make an appointment to 
donate, please visit redcrossblood.org and enter the 
sponsor code "LWUMC" into the search bar.

GriefShare
GriefShare, a special seminar and support group for 
people grieving the loss of someone close, meets 
virtually on Mondays through May 24, from 6:30-8:30 
pm. For more information and to register, please visit 
livingwordumc.org.

Save the Date
April 11 - LW Kids and Youth Resume

April 11 - Family Game Night
April 18 – Confirmation

May 2 - Senior Celebration
May 2 - Scholarship Deadline

May 6 - Blood Drive
July 26-30 – Ignite Mobile Camp at Living Word

Church Building
The church building will be closed on Monday, April 5, 
in observance of the Easter Holiday. (The building will 
be open between 10:00 am and noon so that families 
can bring their food drive donations - see page 5.)

Confirmation – April 18
Please join us during worship on Sunday, April 18, as 
we introduce Living Word's 2021 confirmands.

2021-2022 Early Childhood Center (ECC) Registration
ECC registration for the 2021-2022 school year is now 
open for children ages 15 months to 6 years of age. 
We strive to provide a safe and nurturing environment 
where children are provided with developmentally 
appropriate experiences to help them learn and grow 
together. Check out ECC at livingwordumc.org.

https://livingwordumc.org/scholarship/
http://livingwordumc.org/giving
https://livingwordumc.org/mylw/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=LWUMC
https://livingwordumc.org/griefshare/
https://livingwordumc.org/ecc/
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missions
At-Home Food Drive
In observance of Lent, Living Word is collecting food items for Circle of Concern, one of Living Word’s five 
Signature Missions. We encourage you and your family to collect 40 items – one for each day of Lent. Then bring 
your donations to Living Word during our Easter worship services on April 4 or between 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
on April 5.

Circle of Concern welcomes all non-expired non-perishable foods, plus personal care items, especially: canned 
beans, canned vegetables, canned soup, canned meat, cereal, baking items, canned pasta, dinner “helpers," 
pasta sauce, peanut butter/jelly, canned fruit, healthy snacks, condiments, razors, shampoo, deodorant, and 
ibuprofen. For more information about Circle of Concern, please visit circleofconcern.org.

Welcome, Lily Crothers!
We are pleased to announce our newest, furry church 
member, Lily Crothers. Lily is Nicole Crothers' service 
dog and you may be seeing them around the church 
for church activities. Below is a message from Nicole 
introducing Lily to the congregation. If you have any 
questions about Lily, please contact Val Novatny, 
Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@
livingwordumc.org. Welcome to Living Word, Lily!

Lily has improved my daily quality of life and she 
is always with me. I love her with all my heart. In 
September 2019, I was selected as a good match with 
a three month old golden retriever puppy named Lily. 
She graduated as a fully trained service dog in May 
2020. Lily brings me tremendous joy and has provided 
me the opportunity to resume social activities. 
Lily’s trained on many tasks: medical alert, borders, 
boundaries, hugs, deep pressure, potty on command, 
come, heal, leave it, quiet, no bark, and more. Service 
dogs are working dogs; therefore, she has scheduled 
daily play time with others dogs. Please do not pet Lily 
while she is working. 
- Nicole Crothers

https://www.circleofconcern.org/
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
To add a prayer to the above list, please complete the online form at lwinfo.org and click on Prayer Request, or 
email Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, 
please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 
24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Connect Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Sandy Baum
Natalie Grossenheider
Nadine Mordt
Charlotte Ottley
Delaney Digman
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider

The Hunter and Polles families on the loss of Betty Polles’ brother, John Hunter

The D’Errico family on the loss of Tony D’Errico’s father, Len D’Errico

The DeVinitz family on the passing of Ron DeVinitz's mother, Patricia DeVinitz

The Novatny and Young families on the passing of Valerie Novatny's aunt, 
 Carol Arft Young

https://livingwordumc.org/mylw/
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/care
https://livingwordumc.org/care/
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Children & Youth

Family Game Night - April 11
Ready for some friendly competition? Join us for a 
Family Game Night on April 11 from 3:00 – 5:00 pm. 
Featuring Minute to Win It games and fabulous prizes, 
this event is for families with children ages 0-18! Space 
is limited, so register today at livingwordumc.org.

Summer Camp at Living Word
Living Word is excited to host Ignite Mobile Camp July 
26-30 for students ages 6-12! Campers will choose 
one of three activity options: technology, athletics, or 
creativity. Visit livingwordumc.org to register. Please 
contact Samantha Yoder at syoder@livingwordumc.
org for more information.

Senior Celebration - May 2
Calling all high school seniors! We want to celebrate 
the Class of 2021 at Living Word’s annual Senior 
Celebration on May 2 at noon in the Wildwood 
Community Park! Lunch will be provided for all 
seniors and their families. Register by April 18 at 
livingwordumc.org.

LW Kids and Youth Resume April 11!

It's time! LW Kids and Youth will resume 
Sunday ministries beginning Sunday, April 11. 
Programming will be available for all children 
birth through 12th grade during the 9:00 am 
traditional service, and childcare will also be 

available for children birth through four years 
old during the contemporary service 

at 10:30 am. 

Please contact Samantha Yoder or 
Wesly Pinkston for more information.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
https://livingwordumc.org/family-game-night/
https://livingwordumc.org/childrens-summer-camp/
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
https://livingwordumc.org/senior-celebration/
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:wpinkston%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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March at Living Word

Living Word Youth have been staying active by visiting the zoo, making bookmarks for Meramec Elementary 
School, and much more! On Sunday, March 28, Living Word celebrated Palm Sunday.


