My Prayer Journal
Use this weekly prayer to help you
begin your time with God each
day.

Prayer of Confession:

Almighty God, You poured out Your Spirit
upon the gathered disciples, creating bold
tongues, open ears, and a new community of
faith. But today we confess that we hold back
the force of Your Spirit among us. We do not
listen for Your word of grace, we do not speak
the good news of Your love, and we do not
live as a people made one in Christ. Have
mercy on us, O God. Transform our timid lives
by the power of Your Spirit, and fill us with a
flaming desire to be Your faithful people,
doing Your will for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord.

My Prayers this Week:

Family Time:

Jesus calls us to love others and to show His
grace to everyone even those we disagree or
have conflict with. It can be difficult for us to
extend that love and grace always. We know
that someday Jesus will return and until then
we are to be the Body of Christ and continue
to do His work. Whether we agree or disagree
with someone, God wants us to love them
and learn how to accept their thoughts and
feelings even when they are different from
our own. Take time as a family this week to
walk through what that looks like for each of
you. How can you be the Body of Christ in the
most loving and graceful way?

MONDAY 5.24.21 Acts 17:1-15

About twenty years after the Day of Pentecost, when the Holy
Spirit came upon the disciples in power, Paul began his second
missionary journey. For the first time, the gospel of Jesus Christ
was preached outside of Asia, in modern-day Greece. The first
two major cities Paul preached in were Philippi and Thessalonica,
and he was accompanied by both Silas and Timothy. In today’s
Scripture, we read about what happened in Thessalonica, and
how Paul and Silas were rushed out of town after several weeks
of spreading the gospel. Eventually, Paul went to Athens, while
Silas and Timothy stayed behind in the town of Berea, near Thes-
salonica. These events form the backdrop for the letters we have
in the New Testament as 1 and 2 Thessalonians. Shortly after the
events we read about today, Paul learned about the Thessaloni-
ans’ progress in the faith and wrote both to commend them and
to correct some misunderstandings about the faith. Many schol-
ars believe these are the very earliest letters of Paul, dating from
around 50 to 51 A.D. We will spend the next two weeks getting a
glimpse of early Christianity from reading these two letters.
e  What would the impact of Jesus’ resurrection being only 20
years in the past have been on the reading of these letters?

WEDNESDAY 5.26.21 1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

Here we see a first hand description of the third hand account we
read in Acts about the trio’s ministry in Thessalonica after first
visiting Philippi. When they preached the gospel in Thessalonica,
Paul, Silas, and Timothy were fulfilling a calling from God. By call-
ing themselves “apostles” of Christ, they are simply using the
ordinary Greek term meaning “someone sent out with a mes-
sage.” They worked hard to avoid being a burden to the people
God had sent them to, while still encouraging them to turn to the
God and Father of Jesus Christ in faith. Perhaps the most telling
verse with regard to what their evangelism in Thessalonica
looked like is in verse 8: “We loved you so much that we were
delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God, but our
lives as well, because you had become so dear to us” (NIV). A
popular buzzword in Christian life today is “relational ministry” -
but it is a callback to the way evangelism originally happened.
Sharing the good news is not just about sharing a message—it is
about sharing our lives. Then, and only then, will the gospel of
Jesus Christ be “received as the Word of God.”
e  Areyou investing your life in other lives, so that the gospel
can be received? Might you consider doing so?

TUESDAY 5.25.21 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Did you notice in the opening salutation that the letter says it is
from Paul, Silas, and Timothy? We usually attribute it only to
Paul, due to a couple of verses that indicate Paul is the primary
writer, but in most of the letter, the pronoun used is “we.” The
same three men we read about yesterday in the passage from
Acts are now writing to the people in Thessalonica who have
become followers of Jesus. Note the themes introduced in verse
3: “your work produced by faith,” “your labor prompted by love,”
and “your endurance inspired by hope.” These are themes that
will guide the entire letter. Many of the believers apparently
suffered harsh treatment very similar to that of Paul and Silas,
that we read about yesterday ... yet they persevered in their faith.
Chapter 1 concludes with another theme that the letter will re-
turn to several more times—Christ’s return. In this earliest letter
of Paul, we see a description of the Christian life experience that
continues to define our Christian lives today—patiently waiting
for Jesus to return, while at the same time doing the work and
labor of ministry, enduring and persevering through difficulty.

e Isyour Christian lifestyle a model for the other believers in
your region? Why do you think the faith of the Thessalonians
became so well known?

THURSDAY 5.27.21 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:5

Paul, Silas, and Timothy established deep, loving relationships
with the Thessalonian believers. Imagine, then, how hard it was
for them when they were forced to leave Thessalonica. Paul,
especially, desperately wanted to return, but as we read on Mon-
day, he was forced to move on to Athens. In his letter, Paul calls
this the work of Satan. Timothy, though, was sent as an envoy
back to Thessalonica to see how the new believers were faring.
Paul has a serious concern that Satan will still be at work,
tempting the new believers in Thessalonica away from the faith,
rendering their earlier work useless. Once again, in 2:19, we
clearly read about Paul’s anticipation that Christ will return
soon—he expects to be able to brag about the faith of these
Thessalonians in the presence of Jesus Himself when He returns!
And once again, in 3:4, we read about Paul’s absolute expecta-
tion of persecution for spreading the gospel of Jesus. Jesus had
warned in the parable of the sower that persecution would cause
many to stumble from their faith (see Mark 4:17), so Paul’s con-
cerns for the Thessalonians has a solid basis. The bottom line
here, though, is that if we really love them, we will follow up on
the faith of those we evangelize.

e  Have you ever done a “faith check” on those you love?




FRIDAY 5.28.21 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Imagine Paul’s great joy when Timothy returned from Thessaloni-
ca with the news that their faith was flourishing, and that they
missed Paul just as much as Paul missed them! Of course, that joy
simply made the desire to be reunited with them even stronger!
We might wonder what exactly is meant when Paul says he wants
to return to “supply what is lacking in your faith” ... but we need
to remember that Paul and Silas had been run out of Thessalonica
before their work was finished. They desperately wanted a path
to be opened to allow them to return and finish the teaching they
had begun. The remainder of this letter will provide some of that
teaching, but we sense with Paul his concern that this impersonal
method of teaching will not be as effective as a personal visit.
Still, he prays that their love for others may continue to grow, just
as his own love for them has grown during his absence. Paul’s
urgency seems to stem from a concern that the Thessalonians
may not yet be fully prepared for the imminent return of Jesus—
his goal is for them to be “blameless and holy” when Jesus re-
turns. This marks an early reference to a hallmark of Paul’s theol-
ogy—that personal holiness is the goal of the Christian life ... and
Paul feels responsible for guiding the Thessalonians to it.

e Isyour goal to be blameless and holy in God’s presence?

SATURDAY 5.29.21 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

The context of the letter suggests that while Paul, Silas, and Timo-
thy had shared some basic information on what the practical
implications of a life committed to God looked like, they had not
had the opportunity to reinforce those lessons before leaving.
Although they would probably have preferred to do this rein-
forcement in person, it is important enough, and the return of
Jesus was believed to be imminent enough, to do it within the
body of the letter they were writing. The holy life God desires for
His followers involves avoiding sexual immorality, and controlling
the bodily urges that arise from lust. Failing to do so will inevita-
bly harm other believers. It was critical for the writers to rein-
force this lesson with the Thessalonians because sexual immorali-
ty was a standard feature of Gentile society there. The practical
advice continues with the importance of growing in the demon-
stration of love for each other, but the writers do not dwell on it
because the Thessalonians are already doing so well in that area.
Finally, though, they are encouraged to behave in such a way that
they gain the love and respect of the community in which they
live. Doing so will create fertile soil for continued evangelism.
e  Why do you think the writers insist that a holy and blameless
life separates itself from sexual immorality?
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“When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. Sudden-
ly a sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire
house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be individual
flames of fire alighting on each one of them. They were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled
them to speak.” (CEB)

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon:
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