My Prayer Journal
Use this weekly prayer to help you
begin your time with God each
day.

Prayer of Confession:

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry,
too real to hide, and too deep to undo. For-
give what our lips tremble to name, what our
hearts can no longer bear, and what has be-
come for us a consuming fire of judgment. Set
us free from a past that we cannot change;
open to us a future in which we can be
changed; and grant us grace to grow more
and more in Your likeness and image.

My Prayers this Week:

Family Time:

We are all a part of the Body of Christ. God
created each of us for a reason and it helps us
know that we are a part of a larger family
than just our own. We can find it difficult to
understand because it seems so much bigger
than our own being. God loves each of us and
created us for a purpose. We just have to
offer ourselves to Him and He will lead us. As
a family take time to explore what that looks
like for each of you. How can you help each
other see the way that you fit into the Body
of Christ?

MONDAY 5.10.21 Romans 11:11-24

Paul continues to address the question of the salvation of Israel,
insisting that Israel’s failure to respond to the gospel of Jesus
Christ is not beyond recovery. Perhaps, when they see Gentiles
receiving God’s blessing as a result of their faith in Christ, they
will become envious and long to be part of that blessing as well!
Apparently, though, some Gentiles who have come to faith in
Christ are now exhibiting the same kinds of prideful behaviors
that the Jews had exhibited in their history—boasting about be-
ing among those chosen by God for salvation! In no uncertain
terms, Paul insists that God will view such behavior unfavorably.
The non-Jewish Christians are like wild olives grafted onto the
olive tree of Israel—a process, by the way, that was rarely suc-
cessful in ancient times. As an antidote to the pride arising among
the Gentile Christians, Paul reminds them that they have been
“grafted in” very late in history, that the Jewish root is what sus-
tains them, and that only if they stand firm in faith will they be
saved. Just as Israel has cut itself off from salvation in Christ, a
“wild olive branch” can just as easily find itself detached from the
tree. Original branches can far more easily be re-attached!

e  How are you being nourished by the “root” of Israel?

WEDNESDAY 5.12.21 Romans 11:33-36

Paul concludes this entire section from Romans 9:1 through 11:32
with this beautiful hymn of praise to the God who is God of both
Jew and Gentile. This doxology celebrates the wisdom and under-
standing of a God who is beyond our human ability to under-
stand. God’s ways and God’s judgments in matters like these are
way past the human ability to figure out ... but Paul has given it
his best shot! In fact, the doxology is a fitting conclusion to the
entire first portion of Paul’s letter, which began with an argument
concerning humanity’s rebellion against God as creator (1:18-25).
In the end, Paul seems to be saying, the original election of Israel,
the outreach of the gospel of Jesus to the Gentiles, the present
rejection of Christ by the Jews, and the entire course of salvation
history are simply aspects of the Creator’s relationship with His
creation. All we can do in response to the mysterious workings of
the mind of God is to fall back in praise and worship. And so,
before moving on to the ethical implications of all of this for
Christian living, Paul does just that—by offering a doxology of
praise to God, the mysterious Creator.
o  Are you comfortable with the mystery and “unsearchability”
of God? Are you able to live with not fully understanding?

TUESDAY 5.11.21 Romans 11:25-32

Before the coming of Christ, God’s relationship with humanity
was understood by the Jews as including “Jews but not Gentiles.”
Now, with the coming of Christ and the rejection of Christ by
most Jews, it was being understood by many Gentile Christians as
“Gentiles but not Jews.” What Paul is saying in this passage is that
BOTH of these periods of time are phases in a much larger and
broader divine purpose. That purpose is that “all Israel will be
saved.” It is important to recognize that in both the Old Testa-
ment and the Mishnah (early Jewish interpretation of the Old
Testament), the phrase “all Israel” is used to mean a large num-
ber of Jews, but NOT necessarily “every last Jew.” God expects
the mercy He has shown to the Gentiles in their salvation to now
be extended to the Jews, so they, like the Gentiles, can experi-
ence mercy in the midst of disobedience. “God’s gifts and call are
irrevocable” - thus, the Jews continue to be loved by God, and
God’s call to bless all the nations of the world THROUGH the Jews
continues to stand. These are facts that continue forever—they
are utterly irrevocable. Paul effectively shuts down any Gentile
who suggests God has left the Jews behind, as Paul expects an
eventual softening of Israel’s heart toward Christ in God’s time.

e  What does it mean for you that God’s call is irrevocable?

THURSDAY 5.13.21 Romans 12:1-8

Did you notice that this new section of the letter begins with the
word “therefore”? In other words, “As a result of everything |
have said before in this letter, DO THESE THINGS | AM ABOUT TO
TELL YOU!” And what are these things? “Offer our bodies as living
sacrifices.” “Don’t conform to the pattern of this world.” “Be
transformed by the renewing of our minds.” When we do these
things, we will be able to “test and approve what God’s will is.”
Much of the remainder of Paul’s letter expounds on exactly what
this looks like in day-to-day living. It begins here with a recogni-
tion of every person’s value in the Body of Christ — living with a
sense of humility. Unlike Paul’s lists of spiritual gifts in other
letters, his list here is not meant so much as an exposition of
specific spiritual gifts and what they are for, as it is a call to stop
valuing any one of them over the others—especially if it is the
gift we personally have been given. Paul is not opposed to our
having a positive self-image, he simply wants us to evaluate our-
selves honestly. Don’t attempt things you are not well-equipped
to handle and don’t refuse help offered by others ministering to
us. Rather, accept who we are, how we have been gifted, and
allow others to use their own gifts ... even toward us, ourselves.

e  How are you offering yourself to God as an act of worship?




FRIDAY 5.14.21 Romans 12:9-21

In today’s reading, Paul gives a series of brief, specific directives
that are designed to provide a picture of what Christian behavior
should look like. Many of the virtues listed are counter-intuitive,
not reflecting a “natural” response to dealing with life’s difficul-
ties— ”"be patient in affliction,” “bless those who persecute you,”
“do not repay anyone evil for evil.” All of the admonitions center
around the fundamental concept of doing good to all persons,
regardless of how they have treated us, and regardless of wheth-
er they are part of the faith community or not. Keywords, that
are to characterize the Christian life include “love,” “hospitality,”
“harmony,” “peace,” “fervor,” and “zeal.” What we might easily
miss, though, is that in all of this, Paul is addressing a people sub-
ject to persecution. His words acknowledge this reality—note the
language of “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone.” In a world where the forces of evil might
actively persecute the Christian community, Paul teaches that the
Christian response is not to retaliate with evil for evil, but to over-
come evil with good. Otherwise, evil feeds on itself, spawning
even greater evil. Vengeance, rightfully, is the Lord’s.
e Do you tend to be reactive or proactive in difficult circum-
stances? Do you react to evil with evil, or with good?
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SATURDAY 5.15.21 Romans 13:1-7

It is important to recognize at the outset that in these verses,
Paul is presupposing a government on its best behavior—not like
the regime, still in Rome’s future at the time of Paul’s writing, of
Nero once he had fallen into madness (around AD 64), or of Do-
mitian (AD 81-96). Paul is advising the Roman Christians to as-
sume a character that would allow them to be “left alone” by
governing authorities. Unlike Judaism, Christianity at this time
was not on the Roman list of approved religions. Paul writes fully
aware that the potential for Christianity to be banned as a dan-
gerous “superstition” was real. It is also important to note that
the directive to “submit to” authorities (“be subject to” is an even
better translation) can be distinguished from a directive to always
“obey” authorities. The first involves recognition of authority and
acknowledging its authority to govern, without necessarily requir-
ing Christians to obey laws that contradict religious belief. To
ensure their own survival and as a matter of conscience, Paul
advises Christians to live as law-abiding citizens. But at the same
time, in calling the emperor “God’s servant,” Paul subtly refutes
the Roman claim of deity for the emperor. He is not God, but
God’s servant. And God is the only One who we must “obey.”

e  What is YOUR view of government, when it runs properly?
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Sermon Series: Being Moved

Week Four: “Moving Bodies” - Rev. J. David Israel

Scripture for Sunday, May 9: 1 Corinthians 12:12-20

“Christ is just like the human body—a body is a unit and has many parts;
and all the parts of the body are one body, even though there are many.
We were all baptized by one Spirit into one body, whether Jew or Greek, or
slave or free, and we all were given one Spirit to drink. Certainly the body
isn’t one part but many. If the foot says, ‘I’'m not part of the body because
I’'m not a hand,” does that mean it’s not part of the body? If the ear says,
‘I'm not part of the body because I’'m not an eye,” does that mean it’s not
part of the body? If the whole body were an eye, what would happen to the
hearing? And if the whole body were an ear, what would happen to the
sense of smell? But as it is, God has placed each one of the parts in the
body just like He wanted. If all were one and the same body part, what
would happen to the body? But as it is, there are many parts but one
body.” (CEB)

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon:
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The Buckley family on the loss
of Brian Buckley’s father,
Dan Buckley

The Tello family on the passing
of Alberto Tello's father
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