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in worship
God Cares
June 6
Psalm 8 asks the question "Why do You care about us, God?" In answering 
that question, this Psalm affirms that God raises us to the highest esteem, 
just below Godself.

JUNE  2021

Follow us:

The Call
June 13
Some are called to ordained ministry.  However, most are called to ministry 
as lay members.  What’s important to recognize is that all are called.  We 
are called to some form of ministry.  During this worship service, several 
will share their experience of being a part of the ministry of Living Word 
Church and beyond.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://twitter.com/livingwordumc
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
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pastor's pen

BACKPACK ATTACK IS BACK and will be held on Saturday, August 14 from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm.

The May Beacon newsletter indicated that our Backpack Attack this year would be contactless.  But in today’s 
environment, things are changing daily and today we have some GREAT NEWS!  Missouri and CDC updated 
guidelines regarding social distancing have lifted our no-contact restrictions for this event. 

We will embrace our past traditions:
We WILL welcome students and their families into our church building.
We WILL have a locker display set up in the lobby beginning Sunday, July 4th.
We WILL give you the opportunity to shop for a variety of school supplies.
We WILL welcome your monetary donations to supplement our purchases. 
We WILL need lots of helpers. 

Mister Rogers: "Look for the Helpers"

We can learn about kindness and loving your neighbor from Mister Fred Rogers.  What many people do not know 
is that Fred was an ordained minister. This is an excerpt from the book The Simple Faith of Mister Rogers. 

For Fred Rogers, the practical outworking of loving our neighbor—using not only our heart and eyes but our 
hands—is what defined a hero: 

Ch Ch Ch Changes

As the pandemic subsides and things begin to open up (I won’t say “return to normal” as I think our lives have 
been forever changed) we will be going through many changes.  One of those is outlined below.  We announced 
only one month ago that Backpack Attack would take place with a small group of volunteers processing donations 
and delivering filled backpacks to the schools for the students who will receive them.  Today we get to announce 
that we get to have the ministry in person with the church opened to families and students “shopping” for their 
own supplies and enjoying some fun times at Living Word.  Please read the information below to discern how 
you can become involved in this wonderful ministry to our Rockwood School District neighbors and our friends 
at Meramec Elementary.
In Christ’s Love, Pastor Dave
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“To see people who will notice a need in the world and do something about it, and rather than view it with 
despair they view it with hope—that to me is such an enormous gift in this life.  Those are my heroes.  You know, 
there are so many people who say, ‘It’s not my kid, it’s not my school, it’s not my community’—you know, ‘forget 
it.’  But there are some others who say, ‘It is my kid, it is my school.’” 

Fred’s mother had always called these people “the helpers.” When he was a boy and he was frightened by some 
news he had heard, his mother would say, “Look for the helpers.  You will always find people who are helping.” 
Fred did look for the helpers, those who notice a need in the world and do something about it, and they became 
his heroes, modeling the lesson Jesus taught His disciples, as recorded in Matthew 25:35–45: 

"For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink.  I was a stranger, and you invited me 
into your home. I was naked, and you gave me clothing.  I was sick, and you cared for me.  I was in prison, and you 
visited me..." Be a helper! Celebrate the Love, Faith, and Positivity of Mister Rogers by participating in Backpack 
Attack!

If you’ve ever been a part of this ministry, you’ve experienced and witnessed the love it brings to the students 
and their families in our community.  Backpack Attack is not about giving away free stuff; it’s really about helping 
and loving our neighbors.  There are many families in Meramec and Rockwood elementary schools who, for any 
number of reasons, cannot afford to purchase their own school supplies.  If we allow these students to enter 
school without being prepared to learn, we are not actively helping our neighbor.

Please join me in loving these families and supporting this wonderful ministry event in the following ways:

1.  MAKE A FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION in person on Sundays or at livingwordumc.org/news.This is our biggest 
need!
2.  DONATE SCHOOL SUPPLIES on Sundays in July.  Lockers set up in the church lobby will display tags for much- 
needed supplies.  Choose tags, shop for the supplies, then drop them off at Living Word by the end of July.
3.  VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME.  We need helpers to set up the worship space on August 12 and work the event on 
August 14th.  Sign-up sheets will be available beginning July 4th in the lobby or sign up at livingwordumc.org/
news.

In closing, I encourage YOU to become a helper and participate in Backpack Attack. Living Word is filled with 
generous, loving people. Together let’s choose to love our Meramec and Rockwood neighbors like God loves us.

Doreen Norris and Kelly Vincent
2021 Backpack Attack Chairs

pastor's pen cont.

https://livingwordumc.org/news/
https://livingwordumc.org/news/
https://livingwordumc.org/news/


Message from the Heart
Seven Stephen Ministers to be 
Commissioned at Living Word

On Sunday, June 6 during both worship services, Pastor 
David will commission our new Stephen Ministers. They are: 

Beth Balzraine
Michelle Dickinson
Marnell Dickson
Kristin Hall
Eilene Koon
Laura Watkins
Scott Watson 
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These men and women have received 50 hours of specialized training in Christian caregiving and join a team of 11 active 
Stephen Ministers serving our congregation and community. Stephen Ministers provide confidential, one-to-one Christian 
care to people experiencing a crisis or going through a difficult time. Stephen Ministers meet weekly with their care 
receiver for around an hour to listen, care, encourage, pray, and provide emotional and spiritual support for the person. 
Caring relationships last for as long as the person’s need persists.

This group began training in January and met weekly to learn many skills essential to Christian caregiving.  In the process, 
they discovered the importance of their own spiritual gifts and how they are applicable to being the hands and feet of 
Jesus.

Please pray for our new Stephen Ministers—ask God to bless their ministry and work through them to bring hope and 
healing to those whom they serve. Pray also for the ongoing ministry of our current Stephen Ministers who include:

Carol Baum (Stephen Leader)
Patty Brown
Karen Derryberry
Steve Ernst
Sue Fetters
Lisa Fetters
Lee Foster
Liz Hughes (Stephen Leader)
Peggy MacGavin
Dot Ritts
Terry Seaton

Our congregation is one of more than 13,000 worldwide, representing 160 Christian denominations, that use the Stephen 
Series system of lay caring ministry developed by Stephen Ministries in St. 
Louis. If you or someone you know is going through a difficult time, quite 
possibly a Stephen Minister can help you.  For more information, contact Pastor 
David Israel at disrael@livingwordumc.org, Pastor Greg Finfrock at gfinfrock@
livingwordumc.org, or me.  We are here to help.

Shalom, 

Valerie Novatny
Director of Congregational Care
Living Word Church
636-821-2823
vnovatny@livingwordumc.org

mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Worship Attendance
     May 2: in-person - 182, online - 323
     May 9: in-person - 216, online - 227
     May 16: in-person - 180, online - 297
     May 23: in-person - 231, online - 187
     May 30: in-person - 180, online - 259

Important Information

Volunteer Opportunities at Living Word
Many volunteer opportunities are available at 
Living Word! Contact Samantha Yoder at syoder@
livingwordumc.org to volunteer in Children's 
Ministries. Contact Wesly Pinkston at wpinkston@
livingwordumc.org to volunteer in Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries. Contact Beth Balzraine at 
bbalzraine@livingwordumc.org to volunteer in the 
ministries of hospitality, communion, ushering, or 
refreshments.

Blood Drive at Living Word
Living Word held an American Red Cross Blood Drive  
on May 6. In total, the drive collected 20 units of 
blood, which can potentially impact up to 60 lives! 
The next blood drive at Living Word is on October 
21 from 2:00 - 6:00 pm. To make an appointment to 
donate, please visit redcrossblood.org and enter the 
sponsor code "LWUMC" into the search bar. 

Senior Social Luncheon is Back!
Join us Tuesday, June 8, at noon for a pizza party 
celebrating the blessing that we can now enjoy food 
and fellowship in person.  There is no need to RSVP 
and there is no charge.  Just bring yourselves and a 
friend or neighbor.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Val Novatny at 636-821-2823 or  at vnovatny@
livingwordumc.org.

Save the Date
June 6 - Stephen Minister Commissioning

June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 - Senior Adult Bible Study
June 8 - Senior Social Luncheon

August 14 - Backpack Attack
October 21 - Red Cross Blood Drive

Senior Adult Bible Study
The Senior Adult Bible Study has resumed meeting in 
person on Tuesdays, 10:30 am through June 29. The 
Bible study class is viewing “The Chosen,” an eight-
week Bible study with discussion after each video led 
by Pastor Greg. This class is meeting in the Worship 
Center with plenty of space to socially distance. Masks 
are required unless fully vaccinated. Feel free to bring 
your friend, neighbor, anyone to join us. If you have 
any questions, please email Pastor Greg Finfrock at 
gfinfrock@livingwordumc.org or Valerie Novatny at 
vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or contact the church 
office at 636-821-2800.

Early Childhood Center Employment Opportunity
The Living Word Early Childhood Center is looking for 
four part-time assistant teachers to add to its teaching 
staff. If you or someone you know has a heart for 
sharing God’s love with young children and wants to 
become part of a loving environment where kids learn 
and grow together, please contact the director, Becky 
Miller, at 636-821-2860 or bmiller@livingwordumc.
org. You can learn more about the Early Childhood 
program at livingwordumc.org/ecc.

Living Word Employment Opportunity
Living Word is now accepting applications for a new 
Director of Communications and Marketing. The full-
time position is responsible for external and internal 
communications of Living Word Church. Experience 
in communications, marketing, digital media, and/or 
graphic design is preferred. For more information or 
to apply please visit livingwordumc.org/employment.

Living Word Giving
There are many ways to give to Living Word! Visit 
livingwordumc.org/giving, login to the ShelbyNEXT 
app, text 636-306-4111 or point your smartphone at 
the QR code below! Contact the church office if you 
need assistance at 636-821-2800.

mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:wpinkston%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:wpinkston%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:bbalzraine%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=LWUMC
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:bmiller%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:bmiller%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/ecc
https://livingwordumc.org/employment/
https://livingwordumc.org/giving/
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Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Teams
Meal Ministry: If you have ever been a recipient of a meal provided to you during a stressful time, you know 
first-hand that this act of kindness extends far beyond the meal itself. Our Meal Ministry is comprised of a 
team of volunteers that are happy to prepare or purchase meals for those who may be welcoming a new baby, 
recovering from an illness, hospitalization, homebound, or managing a crisis. If you know of someone in need 
of meals brought to them, or if you would like to know more about being a part of this team, please contact Val 
Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Explore knitting and crocheting a prayer shawl as a prayer experience! The completed 
prayer shawls are used by Congregational Care Ministries to bless those who are hospitalized or experiencing 
a crisis. Please contact Valerie Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or visit livingwordumc.org/care if you 
would like more information about this ministry.

Visitation Ministry: From time to time, we all need a little extra support. The Visitation Ministry is a team blessed 
with the gifts of compassion, friendship, and care and who is ready to visit with those who are homebound, ill, or 
hospitalized. If you, or someone you know, would benefit from visits from our team, please contact Val Novatny 
at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org for more information.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. To add a prayer to the above list or to stay on 
the prayer list for more than two weeks, please complete the online form at lwinfo.org and click on Prayer Re-
quest, or email Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery 
prayer, please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congrega-
tional Care 24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Dora Trevino
Don Novatny
Brenda Toone
Debbie Thibault 
Josh Luter
Charlotte Ottley

Delaney Digman
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider

church family news
Staff Update
Jordyn Helgen, Living Word’s Director of 
Communications and Marketing, submitted her 
resignation, effective Thursday April 29. Jordyn has 
only been with us since July of 2019, but in that time, 
we have all grown to recognize her joyful presence 
as the “face of Living Word” on our Sunday morning 
announcements. Jordyn is planning to begin the next 
phase of her life journey with a move out of the area, 
and the staff of Living Word asks that you would join 
us in prayer for Jordyn as she makes this transition! 
Her professional and personal contributions to the 
Living Word staff will be greatly missed.

The Naylor and  Steele families on the loss of 
David and Priscilla Steele’s niece, 
Tracie Naylor

mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
https://livingwordumc.org/mylw/
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/care
https://livingwordumc.org/care/
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Next Gen ministries

Summer Hang Outs
Attention 2021 graduates, college students, and local 
18-25 year olds! Living Word is making plans for the 
summer and we would love for you to join us. A group 
of young adult leaders are planning hang outs every 
other Wednesday at 7:00 pm at Living Word starting 
June 2. The group will have a video Bible Study and an 
activity on campus. Occasionally, the group will meet 
off campus for events. There is no registration required.  
Just show up.

The group is scheduling a local mission trip July 23 – 25.  
Sign-ups will take place in early June. The approximate 
cost will be $200-$300 per person. Contact Wesly 
Pinkston, Director of Youth and Young Adults, at 
wpinkston@livingwordumc.org  for more information.

Summer Camp at Living Word
Living Word is excited to host Ignite Mobile Camp July 
26-30 for students ages 6-12! Campers will choose 
one of three activity options: technology, athletics, 
or creativity. We are offering a buy one get one 50% 
off through June 15th. Sign up now at livingwordumc.
org/news. Please contact Samantha Yoder at syoder@
livingwordumc.org if you have any questions. 

July 26-30 Serve as a Crew Member
During the week of Ignite Mobile Camp, Middle School 
and High School Youth will have a fun opportunity to 
serve and share Jesus with the younger campers by 
assisting to lead small groups with adult leaders.

A special Bible Study and lunch will be offered daily 
for all volunteers. Serve with your friends! Email 
Samantha Yoder at syoder@livingwordumc.org for 
more information.

Requirements:
• Middle School or High School Student
• Good Shepherd Certified if applicable
• Commit to 2-5 days of volunteering from 8:30 

am – 4:30 pm. This is a full day commitment from 
8:30 am – 4:30 pm.

Sign up at livingwordumc.org/news. (When you enter 
an age, it will automatically adjust the cost to $0.)

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
mailto:wpinkston%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/news
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/news


8

Next Gen Volunteers, 

We thank you. Wesly thanks you as a mom. We thank 
you as Living Word staff members. We thank you as  
followers of Jesus. When we welcomed kids and youth 
back on April 11, 2021, only the children could match 
your enthusiasm. 

We see you working your full-time job and then giving 
extra hours to prepare lessons for Sunday. 
We see you dropping your children off in a room down 
the hall to lead children who are not your own to Jesus. 
We see you playing games in the sun and getting messy 
so that youth can create memories at church. 
We see you listening to each story and tying each shoe. 
We see you putting the faith of the next generation at 
the top of your priority list. 
Leading kids and youth to a lasting relationship with 
Jesus is a team sport and you are the all stars. Pastor 
Andy Stanley is quoted, “Your devotion to God is 
authenticated by your love for others.” 

Thank you for loving our children well as devoted 
volunteers and followers of God. We appreciate you. 

Samantha Yoder, Director of Children's Ministries and 
Wesly Pinkston, Director of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries

Upcoming Next Gen Events

June 2 Summer Hangouts Begin
June 7-12 Youth Summer Camp

June 13 Youth Core Groups Launch
July 9 Parents Night Out 

July 26-30 Ignite Mobile Camp at Living Word 

Please contact Samantha Yoder, syoder@
livingwordumc.org, or Wesly Pinkston, 

wpinkston@livingwordumc.org, 
for more information.

Next Gen ministries

mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:wpinkston%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:wpinkston%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/


senior celebration

During the month of May, Living Word celebrated our 2021 high school seniors! Pictured  in the top left are 
Evan Durfee, Rachel Brown, Kayla Voelker, Natalie Kowalski, Kathryn Wenger, Josie Nishimura, Cassidy Barger, 
Tanner Wahl, and Sarah Locke. Congratulations to all seniors on your graduation and best wishes for your next 
adventure!

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/

