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in worship
Summer Inside Out
June 20 - September 5

JULY  2021

Follow us:

The first two worship services in this series on 6/20 – Confession and  
6/27 –  Prayer, are available at livingwordumc.org/worship.

  Join Us for Upcoming Sundays!             

   7/4 –   Study
	 	 	 7/11	–		Meditation
   7/18 – Simplicity
   7/25 –  Submission
   8/1 –   Solitude
   8/8   –  Love One Another
   8/15 – Pray For One Another
   8/22 – Bear One Another’s Burdens
   8/29 – Provoke One Another 
	 	 	 9/5		–		One-Anothering	Retrospective

John Wesley gave the people called Methodist "Three General Rules." 
First, do no harm. Second, do all the good you can. Third, attend upon the
ordinances of God. By "ordinances" Wesley meant that God had given us
ways or "means" by which we can experience God's love in our lives. Today, 
in order to share Wesley's meaning in a more modern day language, we 
simply say that the third general rules was to "Stay in Love With God." 

This summer we will spend several weeks looking at personal spiritual 
practices (how we love God on the inside) followed by social spiritual 
practices (how we love God outside).

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://twitter.com/livingwordumc
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
http://livingwordumc.org/worship
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pastor's pen
Six Month Review

How’s your year going so far?  We’re six months into 2021 and we can at least proclaim that 2020 is behind us.  
COVID isn’t completely behind us.  Some experts say that it will be with us from now on and that the vaccine 
will need to be monitored for effectiveness as the year moves forward.  However, the need for isolation, social 
distance, masks, and other safety precautions are lessening and we are easing into a life with which we are more 
comfortable.  But are we?

Occasionally, especially at the beginning of a new year, I issue this question for your own reflection.  “Are you 
closer to God today than you were a year ago?”  You could actually ask yourself that question at any time of year, 
I suppose.  Since we are at the mid-year point in 2021, let me ask you how you’re doing with that question?  Are 
you at the halfway point of where you want to be in your relationship with Christ by the end of the year?  
In the work world, you know that every review, whether it’s a project review or a personnel review, looks for 
benchmarks accomplished and goals to redirect your work.  Why not take a six-month review of your relationship 
with Christ?  You may have already perceived the difficulty in that review.  In most work reviews you have clear 
goals established with measurable metrics.  How do you measure your relationship with Christ?  That’s a tough 
one, but not without its possibilities.

In the book “The Five Disciplines of Execution” the author is clear that one of our issues with goal setting is that 
we tend to measure our inputs more that our outcomes.  Inputs are important but only to the extent that they 
create the desired outcome.  Let me offer a possible outcome for your relationship with Christ that may not be 
measurable but it will be very real to you in your year-end review: Christ-likeness.  Your year-end goal is to be 
more like Christ than you were the year before?  To grow close to Christ is to become more like him in your life.  
Christ-likeness is exhibited by a deep sense of sacrificial love.  You find yourself offering the fruit of the Spirit 
to others; love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  You are 
motivated by Micah 6:8 to “do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your Lord.”  You find yourself engaged 
in activities like those in Matthew 25 “I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink, a stranger 
and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, sick and you comforted me, in prison and you visited me.”  
These marks of Christ-likeness are only a few outcomes that you will recognize manifested in your life as the 
outcomes of a close relationship with Christ.

Outcomes don’t happen by accident.  Inputs are necessary and that is the goal of our summer series followed by 
our fall discipleship plan.  (See other articles in this Beacon for more details on the fall plans.)  For our summer 
worship series “Summer Inside Out” we are looking at the Spiritual practices that help move us closer to Christ.  
The first seven weeks are about those personal Spiritual practices that help us access God’s grace.  We have 
already covered prayer and confession.  We’ll also look at study, meditation, simplicity, submission, and solitude.  
The outside Spiritual practices are those you practice in the company of others who share your journey toward 
Christ-likeness.  They are based upon “one-anothering” Bible passages.  They will be Love One Another, Pray for 
One Another, Bear One Another’s Burdens, and Provoke One Another. 

I hope you’ll use this summer as a time to reflect on the first half of the year 
and them consider the Spiritual inputs that will move you toward your desired 
outcome of Christ-likeness.  Join us in person or at https://livingwordumc.org.
online.church for live worship at 9:00 am and 10:30 am on Sundays or worship 
later at livingwordumc.org/worship.  Blessings on your faith journey.

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave
disrael@livingwordumc.org

http://livingwordumc.org.online.church
http://livingwordumc.org.online.church
http://livingwordumc.org/worship
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Living Word Youth at Eagle Sky Camp
Summer Camp has always been a significant part of my faith story. Matter of fact, 2020 was the first year in 21 years that my summer 
did not include camp. In middle school, I had an experience at camp that changed everything. Surrounded by God’s creation, with 
worshiping voices that echoed over the open fields, God breathed new life into my faith through a series of new experiences with 
new people. One of the verses that became a life verse for my youth was 1 Timothy 4:12, “Don’t let anyone look down on you 
because you are young, but set an example for believers in faith, in life, in love, and in purity.”
 
June 7-12, 2021, Living Word brought nine students and five adults to Eagle Sky Camp with the Missouri Conference. It was a gift 
to see our students share a camp week together, making new friends, trying new things, and seeing God in a new way. Some of the 
students even wanted to share about their unforgettable experiences:
 
“This summer I went to Eagle Sky Camp near Piedmont, MO.  We rode the Living Word bus down to the camp and when we first 
got there, I didn't know what to expect but Eagle Sky turned out to be really fun.  We had so much outdoor time and the counselors 
helped us grow in our faith.  The best outdoor activities were kayaking, canoeing, and human foosball.  Kayaking was my favorite 
activity. We had praise and worship every night and we went over to an Island called the Rock.  When we were at the Rock, a guy 
shared his faith with us and some things that happened in his life.  We talked about our faith and I felt closest to the Lord during 
these times.  On the last night, there was a huge bonfire near the rock and I decided to continue to dedicate my life to the Lord.  
The one thing I learned about my faith at Eagle Sky was that everybody comes to faith in different ways and that when people share 
their faith, it becomes more relatable.”

 Michael G. (Living Word Student)
 
“This June I went to Eagle Sky camp with my youth group.  I had a very good experience there and I met some new friends.  I got to 
learn more about God and my faith through the campfire and our small groups.  Some of the outdoor activities were really fun.  I 
enjoyed kayaking and swimming.  The counselors there were really nice and they helped  us learn more about our faith.  Every night 
we went to the Rock to worship and there was music and we got to hear people talk about how they came to their faith.   On the 
last night of the camp, they had fireworks and a mini party.  I chose to rededicate my life to the Lord.  I would really like to go back 
to Eagle Sky next year!”

 Tess G. (Living Word Student)
 
"I was so excited to go to Eagle Sky Camp this year, especially since we didn't get to go last year.  It is an awesome week!  I got 
to know my Living Word friends better since the high school girls were in the same cabin.  My favorite activities were tubing and 
paddleboarding on the lake and the ropes course.  Every night we went to bed tired after having a fun day.  I felt close to God during 
the small group discussions and during the worship music every evening.  I'm really looking forward to going again next year."

Nina H. (Living Word Student)

“This June I went to Eagle Sky camp to have fun outdoors and grow my faith. I spent my day doing fun camp activities like swimming, 
ultimate frisbee, and so much more. My favorite camp activity was kayaking for the first time. I also feel like I really grew my faith 
in worship. During worship, we sang songs and listened to Eagle Sky staff share how God has worked in their lives. I can’t wait to go 
back next year.”

Alison D. (Living Word Student)

message froM THE HEART

It is inspiring to see students put themselves out there as examples of Christ-
followers. Thank you to the adults, Dave Wert, Nancy Israel, Hannah Finfrock, and 
Pastor David who spent the week shining a light for Jesus and being present in the 
midst of teens who are growing their faith and to Mark Turner and Pastor Greg for 
driving the youth to camp in the church bus! We look forward to seeing you again 
next year, Eagle Sky!

Wesly Pinkston
Director of Youth and Young Adults
wpinkston@livingwordumc.org

mailto:wpinkston%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Living Word youth enjoyed a week-long camp at Eagle Sky 
Camp. The week was filled with many activities, making 

new friends, and growing in their faith.  
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Worship	Attendance
     June 6: in-person - 233, online - 256
     June 13: in-person - 173, online - 302
     June 20: in-person - 183, online - 202
     June 27: in-person - 236, online - 222

Important Information

Volunteer	Opportunities	at	Living	Word
Many volunteer opportunities are available at 
Living Word! Contact Samantha Yoder at syoder@
livingwordumc.org to volunteer in Children's 
Ministries. Contact Wesly Pinkston at wpinkston@
livingwordumc.org to volunteer in Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries. Contact Beth Balzraine at 
bbalzraine@livingwordumc.org to volunteer in the 
ministries of hospitality, communion, ushering, or 
refreshments.

Senior Social Luncheon July 13
Join us Tuesday, July 13, at noon for the Senior Social  
monthly luncheon. After the meal we will celebrate 
Christmas in July by watching "The Shepherd" which 
is the prequel of "The Chosen" video series. There 
is no need to RSVP and there is no charge.  Just 
bring yourselves and a friend or neighbor for food 
and fellowship. If you have any questions, please 
contact Val Novatny at 636-821-2823 or by email at 
vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.

Save the Date
July 13 - Senior Adult Bible Study Begins

July 13 - Senior Adult Luncheon
August 14 - Backpack Attack

September 13 - GriefShare Begins
October 21 - Red Cross Blood Drive
October 24 - Aspire Women's Event

Senior Adult Bible Study
Beginning July 13, the Senior Adult Bible Study will be 
studying The Epic of Eden, a twelve-week study of the 
Old Testament on Tuesdays at 10:30 am led by Pastor 
Greg. This class is meeting in Room 205/207. Feel free 
to bring your friend, neighbor, or anyone to join us. 
If you have any questions, please email Pastor Greg 
Finfrock at gfinfrock@livingwordumc.org or Valerie 
Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or contact 
the church office at 636-821-2800.

2021-2022	Early	Childhood	Center	(ECC)	Registration
ECC registration for the 2021-2022 school year is now 
open for children ages 15 months to 6 years of age. 
We strive to provide a safe and nurturing environment 
where children are provided with developmentally 
appropriate experiences to help them learn and grow 
together. Check out ECC at livingwordumc.org/ecc.

Living Word Employment Opportunity
Living Word is now accepting applications for a new 
Director of Communications. The full-time position is 
responsible for external and internal communications 
of Living Word Church. Experience in communications, 
marketing, digital media, and/or graphic design is 
preferred. For more information or to apply please 
visit livingwordumc.org/employment.

Living Word Giving
There are many ways to give to Living Word! Visit 
livingwordumc.org/giving, login to the ShelbyNEXT 
app, text 636-306-4111 or point your smartphone at 
the QR code below! Contact the church office if you 
need assistance at 636-821-2800.

GriefShare Begins September 13
GriefShare, a special seminar and support group for 
people grieving the loss of someone close, will meet 
September 13 - December 6 on Mondays from 6:30-
8:30 pm. To register for this 13-week course, please 
contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.
org or 636-821-2823. There is a $15 cost for the 
participant workbook.

mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:wpinkston%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:wpinkston%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:bbalzraine%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/ecc
https://livingwordumc.org/employment/
https://livingwordumc.org/giving/
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Teams
Prayer Team: Being apart of the Living Word community means that we are there for each other. God wants us to 
lift up our cares and concerns to Him. Supporting each other in prayer is a beautiful act of love for one another. 
Do you want us to pray for you or a loved one? You can submit a request during Sunday morning worship services 
at livingwordumc.org/mylw. Your prayer request will be shared with the Prayer Team. If you would like the 
request to remain confidential, please let us know. Besides praying daily, the Prayer Team meets quarterly for 
fellowship and to plan events encouraging the church and community to be more prayer-focused. Contact Val 
Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org for more information.

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA): AA is an international fellowship of men and women who have had a drinking 
problem. It is nonprofessional, self-supporting, multiracial, apolitical, and available almost everywhere. There 
are no age or education requirements. Membership is open to anyone who wants to do something about his or 
her drinking problem. No registration is required. For more information about AA at Living Word Church, please 
contact Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, 636-821-2823 or at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. Visit  
aa.org for more information on Alcoholics Anonymous.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. To add a prayer to the list below or to stay on 
the prayer list for more than two weeks, please complete the online form at livingwordumc.org/mylw, or email 
Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, please 
contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 
On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.
Please keep the following people in your prayers: 

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To add a person to the prayer list: 
livingwordumc.org/mylw

Patty Porter 
Bob Young
Natalie Grossenheider
John Grossenheider
Dave Grossenheider
Tanya Gant
Debby
Bob Fowler
Debbie Thibault

Josh Luter
Charlotte Ottley
Delaney Digman
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Nini Schneider

church family news
Living	Word	Baptisms
On Sunday, June 27, Living Word was blessed to 
celebrate the baptism of Connor Brewer Messel. He 
is the son of Matthew and Anna Messel.

In addition, we celebrated the baptism of Max James 
Rister. He is the son of Benjamin and Cara Rister.

Both Connor and Max are the grandsons of Dan 
and Anita Rister. Congratulations Messel and Rister 
families!

http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://aa.org
http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/care
https://livingwordumc.org/care/
http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
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Next Gen ministries

Summer Hang Outs
Attention 2021 graduates, college students, and local 
18-25 year olds! Join us this summer for Summer Hang 
Outs every other Wednesday at 7:00 pm at Living 
Word. The group will have a video Bible Study and an 
activity on campus. Occasionally, the group will meet 
off campus for events. There is no registration required.  
Just show up. Contact Wesly Pinkston, Director of Youth 
and Young Adults, at wpinkston@livingwordumc.org 
for more information.

Summer Camp at Living Word
Living Word is excited to host Ignite Mobile Camp July 
26-30 for students ages 6-12! Campers will choose 
one of three activity options: technology, athletics, or 
creativity. Sign up now at livingwordumc.org/news. 
Deadline for camp registration is July 15th. Please 
contact Samantha Yoder at syoder@livingwordumc.
org if you have any questions. 

Parents’ Night Out
Living Word is excited to offer this event in partnership 
with parents and give them a break for an evening 
so that they can enjoy a date night without having to 
hire a sitter.  Each family that registers will receive a 
date night package from Living Word. This event is for 
families with kids from birth – 7th grade, and is FREE! 
Register by July 5 at livingwordumc.org/news.

Living Word young adults gathered 
for	S'mores	and	a	campfire	at	a	June	

gathering.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
mailto:wpinkston%40livingwordumc.org%20?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:syoder%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/news
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Exciting	Additions	to	the	Living	Word	ECC!
The Living Word Early Childhood Center (ECC) is growing! For 
the first time ever, beginning this fall, ECC will be offering two 
new afternoon sessions! Discovery Time is a new afternoon 
class being offered on Wednesdays and Thursdays starting 
in the fall for Senior 3 and Pre-K students. This program will 
allow families to extend their preschool day while providing 
their children with activities that will further pique their 
interest in the arts and sciences:

early childhood center

Wednesdays – CREATIVE MINDS
Wednesday afternoons will be STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Math) based. This class 
will focus on science experiments, robotics, and 
Lego building challenges. All STEM activities will 
be inquiry-based, meaning they are designed to 
answer a question the children might have. This 
encourages problem-solving, logical thinking, 
and creativity. The Creative Minds Club motto: 
Experiment, Fail, Learn, Repeat.

Thursdays – BUDDING ARTISTS
Thursday afternoons will be a day for music and art. 
Children will discover a new artist or composer each 
day, trying out these artistic styles! They will experiment 
with color, including time for free exploration of 
materials. They will listen to music, make their own 
music, and create instruments. Our Budding Artists 
Club motto: Be confident and comfortable with your 
creativity.

Contact Becky Miller, ECC Director, at bmiller@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2861 for 
more information on Discovery Time at Living Word Early Childhood Center!

This fall, Living Word is excited to offer, once again, a full slate of children’s, youth, and adult programming! Watch the 
Living the Word Weekly emails over the coming month for more detailed information including sign-ups and curriculum 
offerings! Save the dates!

Sunday, August 15 Preview Sunday for LW Kids and LW Youth (9:00 a.m.)
Sunday, August 15 Adult Sunday School Continues (7:45 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.)
Tuesday, August 17 Senior Adult Bible Study Continues (10:30 a.m.)
Wednesday, August 18 Worship Choir Kickoff Dinner and First Rehearsal (6:30 p.m.)
Wednesday, August 18 Pastor David’s Men’s Bible Study Continues (6:00 a.m.)

Sunday, August 22 Launch Sunday for LW Kids and LW Youth (9:30 a.m.)
Tuesday, August 24 Disciple 1 Begins (6:30 p.m.)
Tuesday, August 24 Ann Lindemann Women’s Study Begins (12:30 p.m.)
Wednesday, August 25 Disciple 4 Begins (6:30 p.m.)
Wednesday, August 25 Worship Choir Weekly Rehearsals Begin (7:00 p.m.)

Sunday, September 5 Family Worship Sunday (9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.)
Tuesday, September 7 ECC First Day of School

Sunday, September 12 LW Kids (3rd – 5th Grade) BAM: Bible And Me (2:00 p.m.)
Sunday, September 12 LW Kids Choir Begins (10:00 a.m.)
Sunday, September 12 FBI and Great Awakening Choirs Begin (2:00 p.m.)
Sunday, September 12 Sunday Afternoon Youth Begins (3:00 p.m.)
Tuesday, September 14 Connie Davidson Women’s Study Begins (7:30 a.m.)

back to church fall 2021

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
mailto:bmiller%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/



