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Follow us:

Worship Online
Missed a Worship Service? How do I watch worship online? 
Want to replay a Worship service? 
* Watch worship livestream on Sunday at 9:00 am and 10:30 am at 
livingwordumc.online.church. 
* View the recording of worship after 5:00 pm Sunday at 
livingwordumc.org/worship. 
* View live or on delay through Facebook at 
facebook.com/LivingWordUMC.

Loving others doesn't mean they have to be people we currently know 
or will ever meet. Christ calls us to offer God's care beyond ourselves. 
This series will feature a scriptural reflection on the six practices from 
Matthew 25:31-46 after which Jesus tells us, "Whatever you have done 
for the least of these, you have done it for me." Included with this series 
will be several opportunities for our church and community to get 
personally involved in caring for the needs of others. 

Run Circles Around Hunger 5K
Strap on your sneakers to Run Circles 
Around Hunger with Circle of Concern and 
Living Word Church on October 9! The 5K 
will be held at Living Word Church. Check-
in begins at 7:00 am. A t-shirt is provided 
to the first 250 registrants. All skill levels 
from competitive to casual are invited to 
participate. Awards will be given for each 
category. All proceeds benefit Circle of Concern. To register or for more 
information visit livingwordumc.org/circle5k or contact Steve Ernst at 
sbevetteman@live.com.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://twitter.com/livingwordumc
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
http://livingwordumc.online.church
http://livingwordumc.org/worship
http://facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
http://livingwordumc.org/circle5k
mailto:sbevetteman%40live.com?subject=
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pastor's pen
‘The Lady Doth Protest Too Much, Methinks’

Two things traditionally happen in churches in October. One, they host a fall 
festival of some sort (Halloween oriented or not). Two, they have the annual 
giving campaign. It’s not uncommon for a pastor to get defensive when 
people comment, “All the church ever does is talk about money.” Perhaps 
I’m guilty and don’t recognize it. Perhaps the quote from Hamlet, which is 
the title of this article, is true. I protest because I’m guilty and don’t want to 
admit it. If so, I apologize… but let me talk about money a little bit.

So far, in 2021, you have invested over $101,000 in youth and children’s 
ministries. We’ve recently renamed this ministry “NextGen Ministries” reflecting a new holistic approach across 
the birth to young adult age span, as well as our investment in the faith of the next generation of Christian 
leaders.  You’ve sent 13 students to camps and provided a day camp for 47 children. You’ve bought supplies, 
furnishings and paint for our classrooms to continue to improve our opportunity to give our students a high- 
quality facility, conducive to learning.  

Through the Miracle Offering, you’ve provided care and concern to people in need. This year’s distribution of the 
Miracle Offering was $124,235 and has gone into the mission field through The Ghana Project, Meramec School, 
Circle of Concern, Haven House, and Room at the Inn.

You’ve invested in our multi-media ministry to assure that we can be present to the online community as we 
slowly emerge from the pandemic and into a new normal. A reformatted website, new media equipment in our 
booth, and many other “behind the scenes” software and hardware have been improved to assure we remain 
relevant in the digital age.

You’ve designated nearly $180,000 of the Trustee Fund for the continued improvement of our facilities to assure 
we can make disciples in the Wildwood Community. This year’s expense will cover the replacement of half of our 
HVAC units so we can assure we will not be without heat or air conditioning due to equipment failure. You’ve 
kept up to date on apportionments, sending $126,714 to participate in the ministries of the United Methodist 
Church worldwide. You’ve provided funds to reduce our indebtedness by $116,000 so far this year; which allows 
us to continue to dream where God is leading us into the future.

You have also invested in a staff that allows your church to empower you for the tasks of ministry. This year so 
far, the staff has provided leadership in over 90 worship services including online and in person, as well as funeral 
services. They led the chancel choir and the band through one of the most difficult times churches have faced; 
worship in an online only format. The staff has provided leadership for youth and children’s ministries, ministries 
for adults, and visitation of our infirm, nursing home residents, and homebound members. They have assured 
that the building and grounds are fit for ministry and the administrative functions (which are never heralded to 
the extent they ought to be) necessary for the church to operate properly.

Actually, from the way I see it, I really don’t talk about money at all. Instead, I talk about all the great things you 
do when you participate financially in what God is doing through your church. Thanks for your investments that 
make ministry possible. 

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Dave
disrael@livingwordumc.org

mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


3

Important Information

October Senior Social Movie Day
October 5 is the Senior Social Movie Day from 10:30 
am - 12:30 pm!  The featured movie is I Still Believe 
and will be shown in the Living Word Youth Room 
(Room 213/214). Popcorn and light snacks along with 
beverages will be available.  Cushioned chairs will be 
provided also.  Just bring yourself, a friend or two, 
and tissues.  Hope you can join us!!  If you have any 
questions, please contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@
livingwordumc.org or at 636-821-2823.

Senior Adult Bible Study
Join the Senior Adult Bible Study on Tuesdays at 10:30 
am led by Pastor Greg.  This class is meeting in Room 
205/207. Feel free to bring your friend, neighbor, 
or anyone to join us. If you have any questions, 
please email Pastor Greg Finfrock at gfinfrock@
livingwordumc.org or contact the church office at 
636-821-2800.

Calling All Cooks
Once again, it is time to dust off those chili pots and 
pull out that secret recipe.  The Living Word Men’s 
Club 2021 Chili Cook Off is set for Tuesday, October 
26th from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
In addition to the chili competition, this year’s event 
will feature a new competition category for “Best 
Cornbread.”  Tickets will be $3 per person at the door 
with the proceeds going to offset the cost of the event.  
Additionally, there will be a 50/50 Raffle variation 
where the “winner” gets to choose which mission 
within Living Word receives their 50%.  The donation 
will be made to that mission in the winner’s name. 
All those interested in competing in either category, 
please contact Scott Reichter by Friday, October 22nd 
at reichter.scott@gmail.com to reserve your spot. 

Coffee with the Pastor
Would you like to learn more about Living Word? 
Come to Coffee with the Pastor Sunday, October 17, 
at 10:00 am in Room 217. This casual get-together 
with Pastor Dave allows you to ask any questions you 
might have. Coffee and donuts are provided. 

October Senior Social Luncheon 
Let's get outdoors and enjoy the pretty fall weather!  
We will be having our October Luncheon on Tuesday, 
October 12th from noon to 2:00 pm at the Old Pond 
School Pavilion, picnic style!  Everyone bring your own 
brown bag lunch.  We will provide beverages, dessert, 
and the makings of peanut butter sandwiches for 
anyone who did not bring their lunch.  After lunch, we 
will be making a fall craft...all supplies are provided 
for the craft.

If needed, we will use the church bus to go to the 
pavilion (just a few minutes from the church).  We will 
meet at church at noon and then head over to the 
pavilion.  Dress for the weather!

Because of space restrictions, please RSVP to Val 
Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-
821-2823  by Thursday, October 7th.

mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:reichter.scott%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


American Red Cross Blood Drive at Living Word
Living Word is hosting an American Red Cross Blood 
Drive on Thursday, October 21 from 2:00 pm – 6:00 
pm in the Fellowship Hall. To make an appointment 
to donate, please visit redcrossblood.org and enter 
the sponsor code “LWUMC” into the search bar. 
Help save a life during lunch! Come to give blood in 
October and receive a link by email for a free Zaxby’s 
Signature Sandwich or a $5 e-gift card to a merchant 
of your choice. Visit rcblood.org/zax for terms and 
conditions.

Will you partner with Living 
Word to help families in need 
this Thanksgiving? With your 
help, Living Word has a goal 
to provide 215 Thanksgiving 
Food boxes to families in need 
through Circle of Concern. 
Bring your sets of the 8 items 
to the Living Word lobby 
by October 24. For more 
information, contact Steve 
Ernst at sbevetteman@live.
com.

missions

SHO Foundation Golf Tournament
The SHO Foundation Golf Tournament  
raises funds that supports local families 
battling the financial burden of a cancer 
diagnosis. SHO is a sponsor of HavenHouse, 
a Living Word signature mission. SHO is 
looking for volunteers for October 22 for 
their annual golf tournament. Volunteer 
opportunities are available in areas of 
setup, registration, golf course game 
assistance, and live auction assistance. For 
more information, please contact David 
Evans at david.evans7683@sbcglobal.net. 
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staff update

Janet Loftus, Administrative Assistant
A St. Louis native, Janet attended Truman State University, majoring in 
Mass Communications. She also attended South Technical College where 
she obtained her license in Practical Nursing. She worked at AT&T (for 25 
years) as an administrative assistant and then as an analyst. Janet and her 
husband, Bill live in Chesterfield and have two grown boys, Christopher and 
Andrew, and one daughter-in-law, Brianna. Janet loves spending time with 
family, hanging with her six dogs, being a tourist in her own town, reading, 
volunteering and doing POSHMARK.  A true St. Louisan, her favorite foods 
are toasted ravioli, gooey butter cake and Ted Drewes.

Angela Mueller, Administrative Assistant
Angela was born and raised in St. Louis, but spent the last 14 years 
of her life in the Cape Girardeau area including attending college at 
Southeast Missouri State University where she earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Business Administration and later a Master of Arts in School 
Counseling. While there, she worked as a college admission counselor 
as well as a high school counselor. Her and her husband Luke, of 7 
years, recently moved back home to St. Louis with their 18-month-old 
son Sawyer and dog Rylee. They are very excited to be back, especially 
since they love to spend time with family and friends. In her free time, 
Angela enjoys going on walks, spending family time, catching up on her 
favorite shows, watching and listening to musicals, and traveling to the 
beach or lake.

Samantha Yoder, Director of NextGen Ministries
We are pleased to announce that Samantha Yoder has been 
promoted to the new role of Director of NextGen Ministries. In this 
role, Samantha will have responsibility for the overall approach 
to spiritual development from birth through young adults (age 
25). This will provide for a unified Christian Education curricular 
approach across all age levels, a single face for family interactions, 
and a primary contact for volunteer recruitment and training.

We are pleased to announce that Janet Loftus has accepted the position of Administrative Assistant to the Lead 
Pastor. She will also provide administrative assistance to the Directors of Communications, Congregational 
Care, and Music Ministries. In addition, Angela Mueller accepted the position of Administrative Assistant to 
the Executive Pastor. She will also provide administrative assistance to the Directors of NextGen Ministries, 
Adult Ministries, Business Operations, and Facilities Management.

Interested in Joining the Living Word Team?
Living Word is seeking to hire a new Assistant Director of NextGen Ministries. This person will have primary responsibility 
for event management across these same age levels, including mission events, retreats, VBS, summer camps, special 
worship service activities, and one-time events – all under the supervisory oversight of the NextGen director. For more 
information or to apply visit livingwordumc.org/employment. 
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Prayer Requests
Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. To add a prayer to the list below or to stay on 
the prayer list for more than two weeks, please complete the online form at livingwordumc.org/mylw, or email 
Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, please 
contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 
On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.  

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To add a person to the prayer list: 
livingwordumc.org/mylw

Nancy Israel
Stevens Family
Judy Curry
Nancy Davis
Thibault Family
Coleman Family
Dale Albers
Nadine Mordt
Bill Tumbrink

Pat Smith
Jerry Primm
Dora Trevino
Ruck Family
Fowler Family
Young Family
Alyssa Kellhofer
Beverly McIntosh
Mitch Mitchell

Karen Patton 
Josh Luter 
Charlotte Ottley 
Delaney Digman 
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent 
Sophia Miller 
Judy Hoffman 
Nini Schneider

         Live at Living Word
Aspire is a one-night women’s event full of laughter, learning, stories, and music with three ladies taking the 
stage, 1 Bible Teacher – 1 Comedian – 1 Musician. The show begins at 5:00 pm. VIP doors open at 4:00 pm, 
general admission doors open at 4:30 pm. So grab a friend or two and join us for a great ladies night out at 
Living Word. Tickets and info available at AspireWomensEvents.com or by calling 480-812-1100. For more 
information, contact Connie Davidson at cmd0217@aol.com. In addition, tickets will be available for purchase in 
the Fellowship Hall on Sundays 10/3, 10/10, or 10/17 from 10:00 - 10:30 am or 11:30 am - 12:00 pm.

The Harris family and friends on the loss of Roy Harris

The LaBounty and Quigley families on the loss of Gene LaBounty

The Akers & Franke families on the loss of Lea Akers

http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/care
https://livingwordumc.org/care/
http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
http://AspireWomensEvents.com
mailto:cmd0217%40aol.com?subject=
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GriefShare: Your Journey from Mourning to Joy
GriefShare meets Mondays through December 6 from 6:30 – 8:30 pm.

It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right now. If you’ve 
lost a spouse, child, family member, or friend, you’ve probably found that 
there are not many people who understand the deep hurt you feel. That’s the 
reason for GriefShare, a special seminar and support group for people grieving 
the loss of someone close. This group is facilitated by people who understand 
what you are experiencing and want to offer you comfort and encouragement 
during this difficult time. Each GriefShare session includes a video seminar 
featuring top experts on grief and recovery subjects. These videos feature the 
real-life stories of people who have experienced losses like yours.

If you are interested in attending this 13-week course, please register at livingwordumc.org/griefshare or contact 
Director of Congregational Care Val Novatny at 636-821-2823. There is a cost of $15.00 for the participant 
workbook.

Service of Remembrance
Living Word Church will host a Service of 
Remembrance for all those who are dealing with 
the grief and loss of a loved one. No matter how 
long it has been since your loved one has passed, 
grief can make the holidays a painful time. Join us on 
Sunday, November 14, at 6:30 pm for "LIFE has the 
FINAL WORD." For more information, please contact 
Director of Congregational Care, Val Novatny, at 636-
821-2823 or vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.

church family news

Don and Linda Varner
We welcome Don and Linda Varner into 
church membership. Don enjoys fly 
fishing and Linda enjoys scrapbooking. 
They also enjoy motorhome RV'ing 
together. 

Thank You Notes
Beverly McIntosh would like to say "thank you to all 
of God's servants who are speading His joy and loving 
care to all who are in need. Know that all your cards 
and prayers were greatly appreciated and they gave 
me a real lift when I was down. Keep up your work 
for God." 

Worship Attendance
     September   5: in-person - 198, online - 165
     September 12: in-person - 249, online - 204
     September 19: in-person - 219, online - 231
     September 26: in-person - 185, online - 192

congregational care

http://livingwordumc.org/griefshare
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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nextgen ministries
Trunk or Treat at Living Word

SAVE THE DATE! Living Word will be 
hosting a Trunk or Treat event on 
October 29th. Bring your friends, 
family, and neighbors and enjoy trunk 
or treating in the Living Word parking 
lot. Wear your favorite family-friendly 
costume! The fun is from 5:30 – 7:30 
pm. 

To volunteer to decorate your car trunk, 
visit livingwordumc.org/news for more 
information or to sign up!

LW Youth Bowling
LW Youth (6th - 12th grade) will be going bowling on 
October 24th from 3:00 pm - 5:30 pm. Please drop 
students off at Living Word and we will transport them 
to Bowlero Lakeside. We will provide the bowling, 
arcade tokens, pizza and drinks. 

To sign up, visit livingwordumc.org/youth for more 
information or to sign up!

BAM Class on Sunday Afternoon

LW Nursery on Sunday morning

https://livingwordumc.org/trunk-or-treat/
http://livingwordumc.org/youth


september at living word
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The Living Word Golf tournament was quite a success with 32 golfers participating and 16 hole sponsorships. 
Thank you to all the golfers and hole sponsors. All proceeds will benefit the Men’s Club Scholarships and the 

Ken Mann Memorial Scholarship.  

Volunteers represented 
Living Word at 

Celebrate Wildwood The Living Word Early Childhood Center school year began!


