My Prayer Journal
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin
your time with God each day.

Prayer of Confession: God of grace
and mercy, You know us better than we know
ourselves. You know we are often discontent,
despite having received the blessings You
provide. You know we cling to comfort and
control, and lose sight of the values of Your
Kingdom. Forgive our self-centered sinful-
ness. Remind us that our true worth, pur-
pose, and contentment is found in You.
Strengthen us, by the power of Your Spirit, to
live lives of gratitude and obedience. We seek
to love and serve You without reservation.

My Prayers this Week:

Family Time:

Plan to take a walk (or a drive, if it’s cold!)
with your family and try to identify the things
you see that fill you with wonder because
they are so beautiful. Look at the mountains,
or a sunset, or all the stars on a clear night,
and think about how amazing it is that God
created them. What else can you find that
makes you want to thank God for His crea-
tion? But then try to change what you look
for, and spot things that spoil God'’s creation.
Look for trash beside the road. Look for a car
with really dirty exhaust coming out of it.
What else can you find that you think makes
God sad to see? Say a prayer as a family, to-
gether, thanking God for all the beauty of the
earth He has made, but then, also asking God
to forgive us for all the ways we hurt His crea-
tion, and ask Him to help us to do better.

MONDAY 1.31.22 Genesis 2:4-25

This week, we begin a four-week series in which we will look at
just how the Bible describes the character and attributes of God.
We begin with how the Bible itself begins—by presenting God as
the Creator of all that is. Until they actually encounter the stories
in Genesis 1 and 2, many people do not realize that there are two
creation stories—one in Genesis 1:1-2:3, and another in Genesis
2:4-25. Interestingly, the Hebrew word translated “create” in
Genesis 1 is a word that is only ever used in reference to God—in
Hebrew, human beings can “make” or “form” things, but they
cannot “create.” We do not have an equivalent word in English
that is reserved for the act of “creating” that only God can per-
form! While the poetry of Genesis 1 presents a cosmological story
of bringing an ordered universe out of a formless void, Genesis 2
presents an earthy story concerned largely with the role God
assigns to humanity within this creation—that of a steward of
what God has made. While relatively little is said about the de-
tailed “how” of creation, the stories insist that God is the source
of creation. At the core of who God is, God creates.
e  What do you think it implies that the “stuff” of the universe
responds to God’s commands? Who is “in charge”?

WEDNESDAY 2.2.22 Job 38:1-41

While today’s reading is only chapter 38 of Job, in truth, all of
chapters 38 through 41 of Job address the majesty of God as
Creator—read all of it if you have time! While we looked yester-
day at the alternative worldview known as pantheism, today’s
reading clearly portrays the fact that the Judeo-Christian under-
standing of God as Creator also stands in contrast to the religious
system known as deism. Those who hold to deism accept the idea
of God as a “Prime Mover,” and creator of all that is, but there is
then no continuing activity of God in the creation. This view, that
was predominant in the eighteenth century, but that still exists
today, has a very “mechanistic” view of the universe. In deism,
the entire universe has been set in motion by God, operates ac-
cording to specific physical laws, and will one day wind down to a
“natural” conclusion. But Job’s picture of God reveals a God who
is also a sustainer of His Creation, continually involved in it, bring-
ing rain, continually guiding the stars, and ensuring there is food
for the wildlife. In Matthew 10:29, Jesus speaks of God as con-
scious of even a sparrow’s death. God is not an “absentee land-
lord,” but continually involved with His Creation.

e  What does it imply about God that God sustains creation?

TUESDAY 2.1.22 Psalm 8

The very first psalm of praise in the book of Psalms is Psalm 8—a
psalm in praise of God as the Creator! The grandeur of creation
alone is enough to inspire the worship of God as Creator. But the
writer of Psalm 8 equally praises God for the astounding role this
Creator God has assigned to human beings, who now share re-
sponsibility with God to care for what God has created. The psalm
also says much about the Judeo-Christian perspective that insists
that the Creator is never to be confused with the creation. There
are, and always have been, religions and philosophies present in
the world that disagree with this perspective. Pantheism is the
religious system or philosophy that sees nature as God, with God
present in everything and nonexistent apart from the creation.
For pantheists, God is all, and God is in all—whether that “all” is
the soil, a rock, the air, a star, a planet, a black hole, a plant, an
animal, or a human being. Not so in Christianity. While nature
might, and should, inspire us to praise God, we never confuse
nature with God. Nature is the work of God, reflecting the majes-
ty of God, but it is not a god to be worshipped. It is wholly other.

e  Where do you see evidence of a pantheistic worldview to-
day? What makes this worldview attractive? What Christian
response might satisfy this attractiveness?

THURSDAY 2.3.22 Isaiah 40:12-31

In today’s reading, the prophet Isaiah extols the superiority of
God over anything humanity could try to compare God to. Crafts-
men may be able to create a statue, but that is nothing in com-
parison to the works of God’s hands. Even the strength of the
most powerful nation on earth is as nothing in comparison to the
creative power of God. Without using the specific language, Isai-
ah is making reference to what later theologians called the om-
nipotence and omniscience of God—God is all-powerful, and God
is all-knowing. God'’s creative power is unlimited and inexhausti-
ble. God’s knowledge is perfect and insurmountable. These un-
derstandings of the nature of God find their root in the under-
standing of God as Creator. If the entirety of Creation can truly
be attributed to God, then there is none greater than God, and
God is worthy of our acknowledging Him as Lord of all. This
worldview is called theism—as opposed to pantheism, theism
asserts that God is not merely within the world, but beyond the
world. And opposed to deism, theism asserts that God is not
divorced from the world, but continues to actively reign over it.
For Isaiah, this is reason to fall down in worship of God’s immeas-
urable greatness, acknowledging Him as Lord of all.

e  Why is God worthy of worship for you, personally?




FRIDAY 2.4.22 John 1:1-18

The Prologue of John’s Gospel is intentionally modeled upon the
introduction to the Creation story in Genesis. According to Gene-
sis, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth,”
and according to John, “In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. ... Everything came
into being through the Word.” Remember that in the creation
narrative in Genesis, God spoke, and the elements of creation
came into being. It was God’s Word that was the impulsive force
behind God’s creation, and John wants us to know that it is this
creative power of God, this Word of God, that took on flesh, be-
ing incarnated in Jesus Christ. We will look at this in more detail
in our study of Christian Basics when we begin to study just who
Jesus is ... but for now, these words remind us once again of the
personal nature of this Creator God. God is not detached and
uninvolved in His creation, but so invested in it that He takes on
flesh to physically enter into it in order to redeem it. We will read
tomorrow about creation’s need for redemption—but today,
consider what the Incarnation implies about the Creator’s invest-
ment in, responsibility toward, and love for, His creation.
e  What does the Incarnation add to the image of God as Crea-
tor that you get from Genesis?

SATURDAY 2.5.22 Romans 8:18-25

While we have read this week about the glory and majesty of
creation, we don’t have to look far to realize that at the same
time, creation itself is broken. Hurricanes, earthquakes, pollution,
and garbage wreak havoc on the earth. Human beings, the culmi-
nation of God’s creative work, suffer horribly from the effects of
these disasters, sometimes by our own hands. The apostle Paul
describes this as creation’s being “subjected to frustration.” Crea-
tion is not everything it was originally created to be. But Paul
personifies creation itself and insists that this present condition is
not the creation’s own “choice.” Things are the way they are
because of the action of “the one who subjected it” - a reference
to the story of Adam and his decision to defy God. Adam, as the
archetype of humanity, was given dominion over the earth, but
humanity has used this dominion to act in ways that subject crea-
tion itself to frustration. The good news is that while creation
groans to be restored to its intended condition, the coming of the
Holy Spirit upon Christian believers is a sign of the Christian hope
that all creation—ALL creation, not merely individual human be-
ings—will one day be restored. Until then, we trust in our Creator
God, and wait for that day patiently.

o Do you believe the Creator God will restore His works?
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Daily Study Guide January 30—February 5, 2022

Sermon Series: Christian Basics—Who Is God?

Week One: “God the Creator” - Rev. J. David Israel

Scripture for Sunday, January 30: Genesis 1:1-2:3 (CEB)

“When God began to create the heavens and the earth—the earth was
without shape or form, it was dark over the deep sea, and God’s wind
swept over the waters—God said, “Let there by light.” And so light ap-
peared. God saw how good the light was. God separated the light from the
darkness. God named the light Day and the darkness Night. There was
evening and there was morning; the first day. ... On the sixth day God com-
pleted all the work that He had done, and on the seventh day God rested
from all the work that He had done. God blessed the seventh day and made
it holy, because on it God rested from all the work of creation.”

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon:
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