
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin your 

Ɵme with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  Lord, we con-

fess that we suffer today because of sin, both 
the sins we have chosen, and the sins com-
miƩed against us. We have done things we 
should not have done, and we have neglected 
to do those things we should have done. Save 
us from ourselves; save us from the forces of 
evil in this world. We do not have the power 
to undo what has already been done, so grant 
us grace to bear present burdens and courage 
to change things that can be changed. Teach 
us how to live as those prepared to die and 
dwell eternally with You and Your Son, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 
Family Time: 
What kinds of things do you believe even 
though you have never seen them for your-
self? For example, do you believe that a man 
named George Washington was the first pres-
ident of the United States? Why do you be-
lieve that? Probably, it is because a grown-up, 
maybe a teacher, who you trust, has told you 
that it is true. The Bible’s Word for believing 
something that we don’t actually see for our-
selves is “faith.” The Bible tells us that ever 
since the day Jesus was raised from the dead, 
people have talked about that miracle, and 
how believing in it leads us to a perfect rela-
Ɵonship with God. Just like we weren’t there 
to see George Washington, but we believe he 
really was president, we believe in Jesus’ 
resurrecƟon because we have faith that the 
story of it, and its meaning, are true. What’s 
more, God  is pleased when we live by faith! 

MONDAY 4.18.22                        Hebrews 11:1‐22 
It is appropriate that this week, following our celebraƟon of Je-
sus’ ResurrecƟon on Easter, that we spend some Ɵme looking at 
the biblical concept of faith. Belief in the ResurrecƟon of Jesus 
Christ, of course, requires us to exercise faith, for no other reason 
than that it is the sole occurrence of resurrecƟon in human histo-
ry, and it happened 2,000 years ago. But this is exactly why the 
writer of Hebrews defines faith, in verse one of today’s reading, 
as “being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not 
see.” The writer goes on to provide example upon example of 
how real human beings in biblical history are commended, pri-
marily, for acƟons that demonstrate a deep and abiding faith. The 
pillars of faith liŌed up in today’s reading all come from the book 
of Genesis—the reality of CreaƟon itself, as well as Abel, Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Each of these persons 
relied on the promises of God to determine the course of their 
lives, rather than on their own abiliƟes or resources. The point, of 
course, is to encourage us to live by faith in the life, death, resur-
recƟon, and ascension of Jesus Christ. 
 What are you “sure of” and what are you “certain of”? 

Would you describe your faith in such confident terms as 
“surety” and “certainty”? Why, or why not? 

TUESDAY 4.19.22                   Hebrews 11:23‐12:3 
Today’s reading concludes Hebrews’ “Roll Call of Faith” with 
many addiƟonal biblical examples of faith. This secƟon of the 
book of Hebrews is notable for being one of only a very few New 
Testament texts to menƟon Old Testament material from outside 
of Genesis, the Psalms, and the Prophets! Not only is Moses, from 
the book of Exodus, liŌed up as a pillar of faith, but also leaders 
from the books of Joshua, Judges, and 1 and 2 Samuel. The pas-
sage culminates by celebraƟng the faith of the prophet martyrs 
who faced torture, and horrific death, for clinging to their faith 
and hope in God, even in the face of persecuƟon. The astonishing 
conclusion of this song of faith, though, is that something even 
beƩer than what they received for their faith lies ahead for those 
who have faith in Jesus! Those who hold on to faith in Jesus will 
be “made perfect,” along with all of these Old Testament pillars 
of faith, who had to await the coming of Jesus before they, too, 
could experience the blessing of His salvaƟon! The writer of He-
brews anƟcipates the possibility of persecuƟon for his readers, 
too—and writes to encourage his reader to hold onto faith even 
when the going gets tough. “Let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us” - especially when we are called to suffer. 

 Do you anƟcipate being “made perfect” in faith? 

WEDNESDAY 4.20.22                    GalaƟans 3:1‐14 
In several of Paul’s leƩers, the Old Testament patriarch Abraham 
is liŌed up as the supreme example of faith. In Genesis chapters 
15 through 17, God makes a faith-based, everlasƟng covenant 
with Abraham. By the grace of God, Abraham will be the progeni-
tor of innumerable children (descendants,) toward the end-goal 
purpose of having all people of every naƟon on earth experienc-
ing the blessings of God. Abraham’s belief in this promise, and 
God’s subsequent blessing of him, prove that faith is what pleas-
es God, even above obedience to the Law of Moses.  Paul wants 
his Jewish audience to understand that God’s blessing of Abra-
ham on the basis of his faith, 600 years before the Israelites even 
received the Law of Moses, implies that the Law of Moses was 
only a temporary guardian for Israel. The covenant of law was 
intended to keep the people in line with God’s will unƟl God’s 
covenant with Abraham—that all people on earth would be 
blessed through Him—was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. With the com-
ing of that day, righteousness is now proclaimed based on faith in 
Jesus, and not based on adherence to the Law of Moses. This is a 
staggering claim, given Paul’s personal history as a Pharisee, one 
commiƩed to upholding the Law of Moses in every respect. 
 What are the roles of faith and law in your religious life? 

THURSDAY 4.21.22                         Romans 4:1‐25 
Once again, in his leƩer to the Romans, Paul liŌs up Abraham as 
the biblical foundaƟon for the belief that people are made right 
with God (jusƟfied) on the basis of their faith in Jesus, and not on 
their upholding of the law. Specifically, Paul is now addressing 
the quesƟon of what is required of GenƟles (non-Jews) if they are 
to be brought into a right relaƟonship with God. Do they need to 
be fully obedient to the Law of Moses? Do they need to be cir-
cumcised, which was the sign that idenƟfied someone as part of 
God’s covenant people? This Ɵme, Paul makes the argument that 
because Abraham was declared righteous by God on the basis of 
his faith, before he had been circumcised, then God can likewise 
declare GenƟles righteous without their being circumcised—on 
the basis of their faith in the atonement for sin that God has 
established through the death and resurrecƟon of Jesus. Paul 
declares that Abraham’s faith makes him the “father” of ALL of 
God’s people who receive atonement for sin through faith in 
Jesus’ sacrifice—not only the “father” of the circumcised Jews! 
Abraham is not only the Jew’s, but also the GenƟle’s, scriptural 
role model on the basis of his faith, not his circumcised flesh. 
 Do you believe you can be declared righteous before God 

simply by believing God, and not by doing anything? 



FRIDAY 4.22.22     MaƩhew 17:14‐21; James 5:13‐18 
Clearly, Scripture idenƟfies faith in Jesus as the foundaƟon of a 
right, restored, relaƟonship with God. We should not underesƟ-
mate just how powerful this belief implies faith really is. Faith is 
powerful enough to overcome the sin that stands as a barrier 
between us and God. But passages like those in today’s reading 
suggest that faith can also overcome barriers much closer to our 
everyday experience—sickness, and even moving mountains. 
OŌen, in ChrisƟan experience, these passages lead people to 
statements that begin, “If you only had faith, then ….” But we 
need to proceed very cauƟously when we try to interpret and 
apply both Jesus’ and James’ words. It is very easy to cross a line 
such that faith becomes an instrument we believe we can wield 
to get God to do what we want. AŌer all, with enough faith, we 
can move mountains, so if things aren’t going the way I want, all I 
must need to do is muster up more faith! We can never forget 
that biblical, ChrisƟan faith is belief that God is fully revealed in 
Jesus Christ, and that Jesus Christ is God’s means for the salvaƟon 
of humanity. Our faith and our trust is to be in God in Christ, and 
that whatever happens, our salvaƟon is in Jesus. This is quite 
disƟnct from faith in faith as a tool to help us get what we want. 
 What kind of faith are you living and proclaiming? 

SATURDAY 4.23.22                              Romans 10:13‐21 
Given all this talk of faith, we would be jusƟfied in asking, but just 
how is someone supposed to achieve this kind of faith in Jesus? In 
today’s reading, Paul answers this quesƟon directly: “Faith comes 
from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the 
word of Christ.” Of course, it seems like it goes without saying 
that someone cannot have faith in Jesus if they have never heard 
of Jesus. But the deeper point Paul is making is that faith is both 
ignited and sustained by the preached Word of God. This is the 
primary reason for both evangelism (taking the Gospel of Christ 
to the world) and for the preached word of God in worship. Paul 
makes use of Old Testament Scriptures from the Psalms, Deuter-
onomy, and Isaiah to support his claim that by the preached word 
of God, even people who are not seeking God will come to faith. 
But at the same Ɵme, he cites a different passage from Isaiah to 
point to another uncomfortable truth—even aŌer hearing the 
message, some “disobedient and obsƟnate people” will not come 
to a saving faith. But while the outcome of preaching the Gospel 
of Christ may not be in our hands, the mandate upon ChrisƟans is 
clear—preaching God’s Word is the catalyst for a saving faith. 
 How did you come to faith? What has been the correlaƟon 

between the preached Word and faith in your life? 

Daily Study Guide                                                           April 17-23, 2022 

Sermon Series: ChrisƟan Basics—Who is Jesus? 

Week Five: “Faith in Jesus” ‐ Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, April 17: MaƩhew 28:1‐7 (CEB) 

“AŌer the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary came to look at the tomb. Look, there was a great 
earthquake, for an angel from the Lord came down from heaven. Coming to 
the stone, he rolled it away and sat on it. Now his face was like lightning 
and his clothes as white as snow. The guards were so terrified of him that 
they shook with fear and became like dead men. But the angel said to the 
women, ‘Don’t be afraid. I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He isn’t here, because He’s been raised from the dead, just as He 
said. Come, see the place where they laid Him. Now hurry, go and tell His 
disciples, “He’s been raised from the dead. He’s going on ahead of you to 
Galilee. You will see Him there.” I’ve given the message to you.’” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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Coleman Faamly 
Fowler Family 

Thibault Family 
 

The Malcom and  
Wenger Families on  

the passing of Linda Malcom,  
Kevin Wenger’s mother 

 

The Miles Family on the  
passing of Bonnie Jo Miles,  

Mike Miles’ mother 
 

The Clinton and Jackson  
Families on the passing of  
Barbara Clinton, mother of  

our Ghana missionary, Mary 
Kay Jackson 

 

The Novatny Family on the 
passing of Don Novatny, John 

Novatny’s father 
 

Those affected by the fires in 
southern Texas 

 

Please liŌ up the people  
of Ukraine during this  

devastaƟng Ɵme in their 
country. May God protect 

them and provide  
wisdom for their leaders.  

May the Holy Spirit help us 
find ways to support them 
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