
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin your 

Ɵme with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession: Have mercy 
upon us, O God, according to Your loving 
kindness. According to the mulƟtude of Your 
tender mercies, blot out our transgressions. 
Wash us thoroughly from our iniquiƟes, and 
cleanse us from our sins. For we acknowledge 
our transgressions, and our sin is ever before 
us. Create in us clean hearts, O God, and re-
new a right spirit within us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 
 

 

 
Family Time: 
When you think about God, you probably 
think about someone who is in heaven, “up 
there,” and watching over us. Maybe you 
think about Jesus, who lived a long Ɵme ago, 
who was God in human form, but who died, 
was resurrected, and then went to be with 
His Father in heaven. Maybe you also have 
heard people talk about how God is right 
here, beside us, helping us, comforƟng us 
when we hurt, and guiding us to make good 
decisions. Maybe you’ve wondered how God 
can be both here with us and also up in heav-
en! If you ever hear people talk about the 
Holy Spirit, this is what they are talking 
about! Yes, God the Father and Jesus the Son 
are in heaven, but God is also right here with 
us, every day, all the Ɵme, and when we talk 
about God in that way, we call God “The Holy 
Spirit.” The Holy Spirit is God With Us! 

MONDAY 4.25.22                               Genesis 1:1‐4 
Having now studied the ChrisƟan basics of God the Father and 
God the Son—as well as several weeks on the human creatures 
God created—we now turn to God the Holy Spirit. For many peo-
ple, the Holy Spirit is difficult to comprehend—we oŌen speak of 
God, and of how God took on human flesh and became one of us 
in Jesus. But understanding the Holy Spirit as a third person in the 
reality of God seems less tangible, someƟmes even referring to 
the Holy Spirit as “it” rather than in personal terms. But the Bible 
speaks of the Holy Spirit from beginning to end in very personal 
terms. In fact, this week we will emphasize the ChrisƟan under-
standing of the Holy Spirit as the acƟve presence of God in the 
world—personal, and even inƟmate. As today’s readings show, 
the Spirit of God is referred to in the opening paragraph of the 
Bible, in Genesis 1:2. Because in Hebrew, the same word 
(“ruach,”) that is translated “spirit,” also is used to communicate 
the idea of “moving air,” as in “wind” or “exhaled breath,” we get 
a sense of God’s personal involvement in CreaƟon, as God’s 
Spirit/Wind/Breath is present and acƟvely moving throughout 
God’s work of speaking CreaƟon into being.  
 Do you perceive of the Holy Spirit as a third person of God, 

or not really differenƟated from “God.” Does it maƩer? 

TUESDAY 4.26.22                      Numbers 11:16‐30 
Part of our study this week will be to look at the diverse ways the 
Holy Spirit is demonstrated as being present in the world in vari-
ous parts of the Bible. Today’s reading demonstrates that in the 
Old Testament (but also in the New,) the Holy Spirit was fre-
quently acƟve within Israel as the “Spirit of Prophecy.” Here, God 
chose to share the Spirit that was already upon Moses with sev-
enty other elders of Israel, so they were equipped to help Moses 
in the leadership of Israel in their wilderness wanderings. With 
the Spirit of Prophecy these elders were given, they were em-
powered to be God’s channels of communicaƟon with the peo-
ple, employing God’s wisdom and will in governing God’s people. 
When Joshua, Moses’ young assistant at this point, raised a con-
cern that two men were prophesying who had not shown up for 
the official ceremony, Moses insisted that God can share His Spir-
it with whomever God wants! In fact, Moses expresses his desire 
that God would share His Spirit with everyone!  Throughout the 
stories of the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit is seen amplifying 
what seem to be natural talents and abiliƟes whenever God 
wants to make use of them for His purposes. The Holy Spirit 
drives and empowers people of God to accomplish His will. 

 Where do you see the Holy Spirit speaking for God today? 

WEDNESDAY 4.27.22                  1 Samuel 16:1‐14 
In today’s reading, we see another way the Holy Spirit was pre-
sent in ancient Israel. Whereas God was to be the true “King” of 
Israel, when the people clamored for a human king, God conde-
scended to their wishes and sent a prophet—in this case Samu-
el—to anoint someone to this purpose. God’s first anointed king 
was Saul—1 Samuel 10 tells the story of his anoinƟng, the coming 
of the Holy Spirit upon him, and his subsequent acts of prophesy-
ing. Both that story and the one in today’s reading draw a close 
connecƟon between the act of anoinƟng with oil and the coming 
of the Holy Spirit upon the one anointed. The oil was not a “magic 
poƟon” that forced the coming of the Holy Spirit, but rather a 
symbol used to represent the power and authority of the Holy 
Spirit that God was “pouring out” upon the person for godly lead-
ership. But today’s conclusion shows that in the Old Testament, 
someƟmes the Holy Spirit departed from an anointed individual. 
Saul was no longer authorized by God to serve as king, because 
that role had been transferred to the newly anointed David, who 
also received the Holy Spirit. Read James 5:4 to see that even in 
New Testament Ɵmes, oil was being used to symbolize the Holy 
Spirit’s anoinƟng, cleansing, and healing presence. 
 What does being “anointed for leadership” mean to you? 

THURSDAY 4.28.22                               Joel 2:28‐32 
Remember our reading from Numbers on Tuesday, and how 
Moses wished that God would pour out His Holy Spirit on every-
one? Well, consider that this wish was expressed as many as 800 
years before today’s prophecy from Joel! LiƩle did Moses or 
Joshua realize that one day, through the prophet Joel, God would 
proclaim that, indeed, a day would come when God would pour 
out the Holy Spirit on all people. As we have seen in our Old Tes-
tament readings, in those days the coming of the Holy Spirit was 
more selecƟve on God’s part than what we read about in the 
New Testament. In fact, the original hearers and readers of Joel’s 
prophecy were probably astounded at his words—the Holy Spirit 
certainly came upon prophets, kings, leaders, and priests, but on 
all people? The general understanding was that the Holy Spirit 
worked through a select few, for very specific Godly purposes, 
not by a wide-scale, democraƟc anoinƟng of the masses! But Joel 
insists that in God’s grand plans, men, and women, young and 
old, will all be filled with God’s Holy Spirit, knowing, proclaiming, 
and living out God’s will. And it is these people, who call on the 
Name of the Lord, who will ulƟmately be delivered from evil. 
 Why did Moses wish everyone could have the Spirit? What 

do you think it would be like if everyone did? 



FRIDAY 4.29.22                                    MaƩhew 1:18‐25 
Take a moment to consider the full impact of what we read in 
verse 18 of chapter 1 of MaƩhew. Mary—a young, virgin, peasant 
Jewish girl—was “found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.” 
Remember what we have been seeing in the Old Testament—
especially the kind of person the Holy Spirit typically would come 
upon. The fact that the Holy Spirit comes upon Mary, such that 
Jesus is conceived in her, is not just a miracle story explaining the 
birth of Jesus, it is an emphaƟc declaraƟon that the day of Joel’s 
prophecy had arrived! The Holy Spirit had come upon not a 
prophet, or a king, but upon a regular, everyday, Jewish girl, in 
order to bring about the new world order that the prophets of 
old had foreseen. In Jesus’ day, the prevailing aƫtude was that 
the “Spirit of Prophecy and Power” had been withdrawn from 
Israel due to Israel’s sin, resulƟng in no clear prophets of God for 
500 years. The Holy Spirit was understood to be the source of 
wisdom and revelaƟon recorded in Scripture, keeping Israel in 
this interim period, but they believed that prior to the fulfillment 
of Joel’s prophecy, a Messiah would arrive who would be en-
dowed mighƟly with the Holy Spirit. The story of the Holy Spirit 
coming upon Mary proclaims clearly, that day has arrived! 
 Who do you believe God sends the Holy Spirit upon? 

SATURDAY 4.30.22                   John 1:29‐32; 14:15‐31 
Each one of the four Gospels describes how the Holy Spirit came 
upon Jesus at His bapƟsm. Many ChrisƟans ask, why, since Jesus 
was sinless, did He need to be bapƟzed by John, who offered a 
bapƟsm for repentance of sin? But consider what we have read in 
the Old Testament this week about the anoinƟng for propheƟc 
leadership and the expectaƟon of a Messiah on whom the Spirit 
would rest in power. Jesus’ bapƟsm by John is a sign of His em-
powerment for ministry as the Messiah, His anoinƟng for pro-
pheƟc leadership by another true prophet of God, all accompa-
nied and verified by visible signs of this coming of the Holy Spirit. 
QuesƟons around whether Jesus was fully God prior to this epi-
sode, and what it implies if He did not have the Holy Spirit prior 
to this, miss the point enƟrely. Jesus’ bapƟsm, and the descent of 
the Holy Spirit, both proclaim that Jesus has been anointed to His 
ministry by God, and He is full of Holy Spirit power. And at the 
end of the story, at the Last Supper in John 14, Jesus promises His 
disciples to send the Holy Spirit upon them—to bapƟze them 
with the Holy Spirit, in John the BapƟst’s words.  We will spend 
next week looking at how the Holy Spirit was present among, and 
empowered, the early church … and conƟnues to do so today. 
 What does “bapƟsm in the Holy Spirit” mean to you? 

Daily Study Guide                                                           April 24-30, 2022 

Sermon Series: ChrisƟan Basics—Who is the Holy Spirit? 

Week One: “God with Us” ‐ Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, April 24: Psalm 139:1‐12 (CEB) 

“LORD, You have examined me. You know me. You know when I sit down 
and when I stand up. Even from far away, You comprehend my plans. You 
study my traveling and resƟng. You are thoroughly familiar with all my 
ways. There isn’t a word on my tongue, LORD, that You don’t already know 
completely. You surround me—front and back. You put Your hand on me. 
That kind of knowledge is too much for me; it’s so high above me that I 
can’t reach it. Where could I go to get away from Your Spirit? Where could I 
go to escape Your presence? If I went up to heaven, You would be there. If I 
went down to the grave, You would be there too! If I could fly on the wings 
of dawn, stopping to rest only on the far side of the ocean—even there 
Your hand would guide me; even there Your strong hand would hold me 
Ɵght! If I said, ‘The darkness will definitely hide me; the light will become 
night around me,’ even then the darkness isn’t too dark for You! Nighƫme 
would shine bright as day, because darkness is the same as light to You!” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 

Geri Baum 
Sandy Ely 

Mark Grossenheider 
Natalie Grossenheider 

Sandra Lewis 
Mitch Mitchell 
Mary O’Neill 
Rae O’Neill 
Jerry Primm 
Bill Reichter 

Art SchnaƩerly 
Nini Schneider 

Coleman Family 
Fowler Family 

Thibault Family 
 

The Novatny Family on the 
passing of Don Novatny,  

John Novatny’s father 
 

The Clinton and Jackson Fami-
lies on the passing of Barbara 
Clinton, mother of our Ghana 
missionary, Mary Kay Jackson 

 

The Schwegler and Groeteke 
Families on the passing  

of Tim Schwegler,  
Judy Groeteke’s brother.  

 

Please liŌ up the people of 
Ukraine during this devas-

taƟng Ɵme in their country. 
May God protect them and 

provide wisdom for their lead-
ers. May the Holy Spirit help 

us find ways to support them. 
 

Share prayer requests online 
at livingwordumc.org 


