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MAY 2022

IN WORSHIP

Pastor Dave and Pastor Greg have been teaching us about Christian
Basics. The current topic is "Who is the Holy Spirit?" Prior to ascending
into Heaven, Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to us. The Spirit is our
comforter, advocate, and guide. Just as Jesus was “Emmanuel” (which
means “God with us”) so also the Spirit is the presence of God in our daily
life; guiding us to righteousness and uniting the Church to live out the life
Christ taught us.
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Sundays In-Person
9:00 AM | Traditional Worship Service
10:30 AM | Contemporary Worship Service

Who is the Holy Spirit?
Sunday, May 1: Holy Spirit Power
Sunday, May 8: The Trinity

Who is the Church?
Sunday, May 15: Called Out People
Sunday, May 22: The Body of Christ



http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://twitter.com/livingwordumc
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
http://livingwordumc.online.church
http://livingwordumc.org/worship
http://facebook.com/LivingWordUMC

@URNEY

If you’re a follower of this monthly article you’re aware that | spoke about the
basics of our faith last month. The fundamentals of the Christian faith apply to
our lives no matter where we are and what we are doing. As a matter of fact,
the follower of Jesus Christ is meant to seek an ever deepening relationship with
Christ which is lived out in everyday life. We call that discipleship. A disciple is
one who is seeking to understand what the master is teaching and to exercise
those teachings as best they can. Actually, a disciple should not be seeking to
imitate but instead fully adopt the teachings within the core of their heart, soul,
and mind so that they are more than second nature.

| would say that the teachings of the Master Jesus Christ aren’t meant to be second but first. Christis teaching us how
to return to the way we were originally created; to fully love God and to live that out with unconditional love for our
neighbors. (I would be quick to point out that this love of neighbor is meant to be those we know personally as well
as those we don’t know, don’t agree with, or may never meet.)

One of the most important things a church can do is to organize itself such that you can access ministries that aid you
in your growth as a disciple. Activities/Ministries should be offered that are meant to attract those who don’t know
they are on a faith journey as well as increase the faith and learning of those who have been on a journey for a very
long time. A church can’t be a “one size fits all” ministry. We seek to provide ministries no matter where you are in
the continuum between “just learning about Jesus” and “seeking to fully incorporate Christ’s teachings in my life.”

For the last several years Pastor Greg Finfrock, Bill VanLue, and Jill Beveridge have been working to create a discipleship
pathway that takes into account that we are all at different points in our faith life. Like the article from last month,
there are basics that make us all alike in our faith journey. There are also particularities for each individual. We’'ve
tried to take this into account. To this end, we will be introducing Journey this month. What is Journey? We define
it as “... an initiative to improve participation in ministry activities at Living Word that will lead you to develop new
personal connections and develop a deeper faith in Jesus Christ.”

One of our concerns in doing this is to continually ask ourselves, “is it ready for launch?” It involves computers and
programming so there are bound to be bugs. We've decided to follow the same model that many restaurants do as
they first open. We will have a “soft launch” beginning this month. We want you to engage with Journey and give us
your feedback. We will incorporate any changes to the way Living Word operates or bug fixes in our program as we
can as we prepare for our “full launch” (restaurants usually call it a Grand Opening) in August.

I’'m excited to join you on this Journey of faith. | believe it will help you in your journey as a disciple who seeks to love
God and your neighbor. | also look forward to your feedback as we seek to perfect it in the months to come.

Welcome to the Journey.
In Christ's Love,

Pastor Dave
disrael@livingwordumc.org
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

For more information visit livingwordumc.org/news

COFFEE WITH THE PASTOR

Coffee with the Pastor - May 15
If you are new to Living Word and would like to learn
more, come to Coffee with the Pastor on Sunday, May
15,at 10:00 am, in Room 217. This casual get-together
with Pastor David allows you to ask any questions you
might have. Coffee is provided.

Living Word Giving
There are many ways to give to Living Word! Visit
livingwordumc.org/giving, login to the ShelbyNEXT
app, or text 636-306-4111. Contact the church office
if you need assistance at 636-821-2800.

SAVE THE DATE
May 2 — Men's Club Scholarship Program
Applications Due
May 8 — Sign up for Stamp Out Hunger
May 8 — LW Kids sing at 9:00 am Worship
May 14 — Stamp Out Hunger at the Ballwin Post
Office
May 15 — Coffee with the Pastor
May 21 — Old-Fashioned Potluck at Living Word
June 3 - 5 - LW Youth Choir Tour, Springfield, MO
June 6 - 12 — Youth Summer Camp at Eagle Sky
June 12 — LW Youth Choir musical presentation -
"Presence" in worship
June 12 — Men's Club Golf Tournament

Visit livingwordumc.org for more information or
contact the church office at 636-821-2800.

Contact Beth Balzraine at bbalzraine@livingwordumc.
org to add your ministry's event to Living Word
Communications.

@
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Living Word Early Childhood Center provides a safe,
Christian, developmentally appropriate environment
that nurtures children’s curiosity to grow spiritually,
socially, emotionally, physically, and cognitively
through a play based curriculum. There are spots
available for the 2022-23 school year! Please call the
office at 636-821-2861, to set up a tour and for specific
dates and information regarding registration. Please
visit livingwordumec.org/ecc for more information on
the program and class offerings.

Men's Club Scholarship Program
In 2022, Men’s Club is sponsoring three $2,000
scholarships in addition to the Ken Mann Memorial
Scholarship award for $2,500! Applications and
eligibility requirements are available in the kiosk at
church or at livingwordumc.org. The deadline for all
entries is May 2. Winners will be announced in July.

Worship Attendance
April 3: in-person - 262, online - 202
April 10: in-person - 292, online - 256
April 14: in-person - 100, online - 153
(Maundy Thursday)
April 15: in-person - 246, online - 358
(Good Friday)
April 17: in-person - 629, online - 231
(Easter)
April 24: in-person - 309, online - 166



http://livingwordumc.org/news
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PRAYER REQUESTS

For more information on Caring Ministries, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. To add a prayer to the list below or to stay on
the prayer list for more than two weeks, please complete the online form at livingwordumc.org/mylw, or email
Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, please
contact Val Novatny at vhovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7
On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please keep the following people in your prayers:

Geri Baum Mitch Mitchell Nini Schneider
Mark Grossenheider Jerry Primm Coleman Family
Natalie Grossenheider  Bill Reichter Fowler Family
Sandra Lewis Art Schnatterly ~ Thibault Family

Please lift up the people of Ukraine during this devastating time in
their country. May God wrap them in protection and provide wis-
dom for their leaders. May the Holy Spirit help us, and the world,
find ways to support our brothers and sisters that are suffering,
misplaced, fearful, and grieving.

MISSIONS

For more information on Living Word Missions, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

Postal Workers Stamp Out Hunger

Good news, the Postal Workers “Stamp Out Hunger” Food Drive
benefiting Circle of Concern is back on for 2022! Saturday, May 14
is the date, and | am looking for many volunteers to cover three
shifts at the Ballwin Post Office. The shift times are 9:00 am — 1:00
pm (setup, box assembly, and some food sorting), Noon — 4:00 pm
(food sorting, boxing, and shipping), 3:00 pm — 7:00 pm (food sort-
ing, boxing, shipping, and tear down).

There will be a sign-up table between services on May 8. Please stop
by and see me to pick up a shift or two. This is the biggest single day
food drive that Circle of Concern has each year and brings in tens
of thousands of pounds of food that sustains our clients through
the lean summer months. Please contact Scott Reichter at Reichter.
scott@gmail.com for more information.

SECOND SATURDAY IN MAY

Sincerely, Scott Reichter

Living Word Blessing Bags
Thank you to everyone who donated items, assembled, and have distributed Blessing Bags. With your help, we
reached the goal of 100 Blessing Bags! The next step of this mission is to distribute the bags. 70 bags have been
distributed! The remaining 30 bags are available for anyone who would have an opportunity to share them. For
more information on this mission, please contact Don Short at donshort2215@gmail.com.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

For more information on Living Word Celebrate Events, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

2 POTLUCK AT

L Old-Fashioned Potluck at Living Word

g L I v I N G w D H D One of the best kinds of luck is a potluck! Join us
— for an Old-Fashioned Potluck on Saturday, May 21.

I SATURDAY, MAY 21 Games and fellowship begin at 4:00 pm. Dinner will
= j::: 'Ilf:ffa'.-'-}'.q be at 5:00 pm. Hamburgers, hot dogs, and brats
O [ FSVPAT ' will be provided. Please bring a side dish or dessert

LIVINGWORDUMC ORG/NEWS that serves 6 to 8 people to share. Drop off your
side dish or dessert in the Fellowship Hall after
you arrive and head outside (weather permitting).
Bring your family and friends! To volunteer, please
contact Patty Brown at realpattybrown@gmail.
com.

FOOD

BRING A DISH TO SHARE
FOR 6 - B PEOPLE

LIVING WORD CHURECH
17315 MANCHESTER ROAD
WILEWDDD, MO &3036

T0 VOLUNTEER EMAIL PATTY BROWH RSVP at livingwordumc.org/news or scan the QR Code!
REALPATTYEROWMNEGMAIL. COM

2022 Living Word Golf Tournament
and Scholarship Fundraiser

Sign up today for the annual Living Word Golf
Tournament sponsored by the Living Word Men’s Club.
The event will be on Sunday, June 12, at the Fore Honor
Golf and Event Center with a 2:00 pm tee off. Golfers Men's Club
should arrive at 1:30 pm to check in. The all-inclusive Gelf Taurnament
entry fee of $125 per person provides 18 holes of golf, June 12, znzz "
golf cart, mulligans, grace “string,” and pork steak
dinner. The teams are 4-person scramble teams.

Men’s Club is also looking for hole sponsors of $200
with a sign for your support. The event provides an
opportunity to honor Ken Mann by funding the 3rd
Annual Ken Mann Scholarship. Even if you don’t golf,
please consider contributing to this special scholarship.
For more information visit livingwordumc.org/golf.

Sign up at livingwordumc.org/golf or scan the QR Code!

I For more information on Living Word Men's Club, visit livingwordumc.org/journey
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For more information on LW Kids or LW Youth, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

Confirmation Sunday — May 1

On May 1, we celebrated Confirmation Sunday at
both services! The sixteen youth who have been
attending Confirmation classes since January have
been learning all about what it means to be a
Christian and about the United Methodist Church.
The Confirmands were confirmed in the church and
became official members. Congratulations to all of the
newest Living Word members! For more information
on Confirmation, please contact Pastor David Israel at
disrael@livingwordumc.org.

June 6 - 11, 2022

Grades &6-12

Youth Summer Camp Registration

Join Pastor Dave at Eagle Sky Camp this summer from
June 6 to June 11. At Eagle Sky Teen Camp, students
graduating 6th grade all the way up to graduating
12th graders experience everything Eagle Sky has to
offer. Register at www.eaglesky.com/camps. (Scroll
down to Xtreme Camp for Middle Schoolers and
Xtreme Ignited for High Schoolers.) Contact Pastor
David Israel at disrael@livingwordumc.org for more
information.

LW Kids Choir

We look forward to celebrating Mother's Day by
singing during the Offertory (immediately following
the sermon) on Sunday, May 8, at the 9:00 am service.
LW Kids will need to arrive by 8:45 am dressed in their
Sunday best for a sound check. After the sound check,
kids will go to their regular Sunday School classes until
the offertory, when their teachers will escort them to
the Worship Center. They will be singing “He's Got
the Whole World in His Hands with All Things Bright
and Beautiful.” All are invited to sing! Please contact
Maggie Olsen, Director, at maggieb522 @hotmail.com
for more information.

Resilience
Beginning in May, LW Kids will explore resilience. LW
Kids will discuss getting back up when something gets
you down. The memory verse is “But those who trust
in the Lord will receive new strength. They will fly as
high as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They
will walk and not grow weak.” Isaiah 40:31, NIrV. For
more information, please contact Pastor Greg Finfrock
at gfinfrock@livingwordumc.org.

LW Youth Choir
LW Youth Choir (formerly Great Awakening and FBI Choirs) has been working on their upcoming choir tour
program, "Presence." The choir will take the program on the road to Springfield, MO June 3 - 5. They will share
the program in worship at Living Word on June 12. Mark your calendar to come and support the LW Youth Choir!
For more information on LW Youth Choir, contact Mark Turner, Director, at mturner@Ilivingwordumc.org.

NEVER GIVE UP

LW Youth Begin "Never Give Up" May 8
Life can be tough sometimes. We know this because, well, we're living
it. So, how do you find ways to bounce back from life’s setbacks? It starts
by being intentional about building resilience. In this series called, Never
Give Up, we'll take four weeks to help students understand resilience
and learn how to build it. So students will be
better equipped to bounce back from their
next setback in life. Doors open at 8:45 am.
Study begins at 9:30 am.

U'GEN
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS—
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Bryson Kyler Balighian Tegan Marie Karandjeff Nathan Theodore Gilhaus
On Sunday, April 17, we were On Sunday, April 17, we On Sunday, April 24, we were
blessed to celebrate the baptism were blessed to celebrate blessed to celebrate the baptism
of Bryson Kyler Balighian into the baptism of Tegan Marie of Nathan Theodore Gilhaus
Christ’s holy church. Bryson is Karandjeff into Christ’s holy into Christ's holy church. Nathan
the son of Ashley Mullinax and church. Tegan is the daughter is the son of Kyle and Jennifer
Brandon Balighian. of Ashley Mullinax and Matt Gilhaus.
Karandjeff.

For more information on baptism at Living Word, please contact
Pastor David Israel at disrael@livingwordumc.org.

STAFF UPDATE

Living Word Staff Update
It is with sadness that we announce that Angela Mueller,
Administrative Assistant, has resigned. She will be taking a position
with St. Charles Community College as an Academic Advisor. Please
join us in wishing her well on her next stage of life. Her last day at
Living Word will be Thursday, May 5. Best wishes Angela!

Interested in Joining the Living Word Team?
Living Word is seeking to hire a new Administrative Assistant. This position provides administrative support
for the Executive Pastor, Director of NextGen Ministries, Director of Business Operations, and Director of
Facilities Management. This is a full-time, 40 hours per week position, Sunday through Thursday. For more
information or to apply visit livingwordumc.org/employment.
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APRIL AT LIVING WOR

Community Egg Hunt

Living Word Garden Work Day

The Easter Cross was assembled for all to enjoy!
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