
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin your 

time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession: Dear Heavenly 

Father, we lower our heads before You and 

we confess that we have too often forgotten 

that we are Yours. Sometimes we carry on 

our lives as if there was no God and we fall 

short of being a credible witness to You. For 

these things we ask Your forgiveness and we 

also ask for Your strength. Give us clear minds 

and open hearts so we may witness to You in 

our world. Remind us to be who You would 

have us to be, regardless of what we are do-

ing or who we are with. Hold us to You and 

build our relationship with You and with 

those You have given us on earth.  

My Prayers this Week: 
 

 

 

Family Time: 
How hard is it for you to believe that God is 

really there? Is it easier for you to believe 

God is there when things are going great in 

your life, or when things aren’t going so 

great? One of the Bible’s most important 

messages to us is that we can trust that God 

is always there, always present in our lives, 

even during the times when it is really hard to 

believe. Through the Bible, God tells us that 

He is always there, always reaching out to us, 

and that OUR part is to reach out to Him at 

the same time! God also tells us that if we will 

do that, God will form us into the kind of 

people who do God’s work in the world, and 

that by doing that, our lives will be filled with 

joy even when we’re sad! This week, reach 

out to God in prayer and let Him know that 

you want that kind of joy in your life! 

MONDAY 6.13.22                           Psalm 139:7-12 
We are taking a break from our continued sermon series, “How 
Do Christians Live?” in this week following the Annual Conference 
of the Missouri Annual Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. Because our pastors are required to attend this annual 
meeting of the conference, we take this week for our Youth Choir 
to present to our congregation the musical they have just re-
turned from taking out on tour. The theme of this year’s tour is 
“Presence,” and the theme verses for the musical are this week’s 
reading from the Psalms. The point, of course, is God’s omnipres-
ence. David understood, innately, that there is nowhere in which 
God’s presence could not be seen, or known. While the verses 
may sound like David is seeking to flee from God’s presence 
(“Where can I go from Your Spirit?”) it is more likely that David is 
simply asking a rhetorical question to make his point. The spirit of 
God pervades all of space and time—near and far, night and day. 
If you read the psalm in its entirety, you will see that this omni-
presence of God is actually a great comfort to David—it creates a 
deep awareness of the fact that David is never alone. The Creator 
of the Universe knows David intimately, and has from the mo-
ment of David’s conception. 

• Does God’s omnipresence intimidate you, or comfort you? 

TUESDAY 6.14.22                      Jeremiah 29:11-13 
The verses we read today come from the period of time in Israel’s 
history when Jerusalem was under siege by the invading Babylo-
nian armies. As verses 1-3 in chapter 29 tell us, Jeremiah was still 
in Jerusalem, but the king, queen mother, and many other lead-
ers had been sent into exile in Babylon. Eventually, the city would 
fall, more people would be sent into exile, and Jeremiah himself 
would flee to Egypt with many of those who had not been cap-
tured and exiled to Babylon. But for now, Jeremiah wants to let 
the exiles know that God has not abandoned them. God is always 
present with us, even when the circumstances we find ourselves 
in may not seem to support that truth. No one understood that 
better than the ancient Israelites, who truly feared that Babylon’s 
victory meant that God had been defeated, and that everything 
they knew was gone, in the past. Through Jeremiah, though, God 
lets them know, “I have plans to give you hope, and a future.” 
While Jeremiah was speaking in a particular context at a particu-
lar time in history, his words became a constant reminder for 
God’s people throughout history that however bad things look, 
God still seeks a relationship with us, and that if we seek Him, we 
will find Him. 

• When have you despaired that God seemed far away? 

WEDNESDAY 6.15.22                            James 4:7-8 
We might wonder if James, when he wrote “Come near to God 
and He will come near to you,” had in mind Jeremiah’s words 
from yesterday’s reading, “You will seek me and find me when 
you seek me with all your heart.” The human relationship with 
God is double-sided. On the one hand, God is always taking the 
initiative, reaching out to us in mercy and grace to restore us to 
relationship—Paul wrote in Romans, “God’s kindness leads you 
toward repentance” (Romans 2:4b). But at the same time, Scrip-
ture also affirms that we have to take the step of seeking God 
wholeheartedly if we are to find God. Neither Jeremiah nor James 
are implying that God is only willing to come to us when we have 
made the first move. Rather, what they are saying is that we, 
ourselves, are the only force that can keep God from coming 
near. God wants a relationship based on love, not based on God’s 
divine sovereignty and “rights.” The only way we can experience 
the reality of God’s beckoning us into a relationship is to seek 
God, to come near to God, where we discover that God has been 
right there, holding His hand out with the offer of reconciliation, 
all along. Our part is to submit to God’s love, actively resist evil, 
and allow God to cleanse and purify us as He wants to. 

• What spiritual practices help you to “come near to God”? 

THURSDAY 6.16.22                   2 Timothy 3:16-17 
As we saw yesterday, God’s will for us, when we draw near to 
God, is that we be “purified.” In today’s reading from the apostle 
Paul to his protégé Timothy, we see Paul reminding Timothy that 
one of God’s primary means of achieving this purification God 
seeks for us is through the Holy Scriptures, which are “useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.” 
Paul also writes that Scripture is “God-breathed,” meaning that 
Timothy should trust that what we have in Scripture is God’s 
authoritative word. During Old Testament days, God’s means of 
communicating His will for Israel was through His prophets—
people like Jeremiah, whose words we read on Tuesday. Paul 
insists that the recordings of those prophets’ words in our Old 
Testament are still to be trusted implicitly as God’s communica-
tion to us. Of course, Paul’s letters themselves, like the one we 
are reading today, were not part of “Scripture” at the time he 
wrote them—but the early church believed the Gospel writers, 
Paul, and the other writers of our New Testament were com-
municating for God in the same way as the Old Testament proph-
ets. As Christians, we read the entire Bible to allow God to form 
us in righteousness, as a way for us to draw near to God. 

• Are you utilizing Scripture as a way to be formed by God? 



FRIDAY 6.17.22                                       Ephesians 5:1-2 
As we have seen this week, drawing near to God, being in God’s 
presence, has the ultimate effect of purifying us and cleansing us 
in righteousness. In today’s verses from Paul’s letter to the Ephe-
sians, Paul gives solid advice with regard to what this righteous-
ness that comes from God will look like in real life. Paul tells the 
Ephesians that they should “Be imitators of God” - which makes 
sense, if the goal for the Christian life is to be formed into the 
righteousness of God! Paul then defines how Jesus Christ is the 
perfect embodiment of this righteousness of God, and what it 
ultimately means to “live a life of love,” giving Himself up for us. 
The love of Christ that God calls us to imitate is the kind of love 
that is utterly selfless, always putting the needs of the others 
ahead of the needs of the self. In His love, Jesus did not turn His 
back on us, even when He knew that what was best for us was to 
die on the cross as the sacrifice for our sins. The selfless love that 
we are called to imitate is this kind of love that does what is best 
for another even at great cost to ourselves. God’s promise is that 
as we seek Him, and seek to imitate His love in the world, our 
characters will be more and more transformed into His character, 
purified and righteous. 

• In what ways are you imitating God in your life today? 

SATURDAY 6.18.22                                    Psalm 16:1-11 
We conclude this week with another psalm—one that can be 
used as a personal prayer of thanksgiving for the presence of God 
in our lives. David, the author of this psalm, was absolutely con-
vinced that because he had sought the LORD, and not other gods, 
he could be assured of God’s protection and instruction for daily 
living. He accepts his “portion and cup,” whatever they may be, 
because he knows his future is secure when he is aligned with 
God. It is this reality that enables David to speak of being filled 
with “joy” in his relationship with God ... and later New Testa-
ment writers like Paul also used the word “joy” to describe the 
experience of a life lived in this kind of confidence in the pres-
ence of God. This kind of “joy” is not the same as what we call 
“happiness” today, although we sometimes use the word in the 
same way in everyday life. The “joy” that David and Paul refer to 
is an inner peace, and an inner assurance that our futures are 
secure in God, regardless of whether our life circumstances might 
make us happy or sad in the current moment. Knowing, and ex-
periencing, the presence of God through faith in Jesus Christ is 
the only way to a life characterized by true “joy”! 

• Would you describe your life as “joy-filled”? If not, what can 
change in your life to lead you to the joy David describes? 

Daily Study Guide                                                           June 12-18, 2022 

“Presence” - The Living Word Youth Choir 

Scripture for Sunday, June 12: Psalm 139:7-12 (CEB) 

“Where could I go to get away from Your Spirit? Where could I go to escape 

Your presence? If I went up to heaven, You would be there. If I went down 

to the grave, You would be there, too! If I could fly on the wings of dawn, 

stopping to rest only on the far side of the ocean—even there Your hand 

would guide me; even there Your strong hand would hold me tight! If I said, 

‘The darkness will definitely hide me; the light will become night around 

me,’ even then the darkness isn’t too dark for You! Nighttime would shine 

bright as day, because darkness is the same as light to You!” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 

 

Joan Burkholder 
Barry Eschenbrenner 
Mark Grossenheider 

Natalie Grossenheider  
Mitch Mitchell 

Jerry Primm 
Bill Reichter 

Art Schnatterly 
Nini Schneider 

Coleman Family 
Fowler Family 

Thibault Family 
 

The Murray and Rush families 

on the passing of Ken Murray, 

step-father of Greg Rush 

 

The Schulte family on the 

passing of Carol Schulte, step-

mother of Pastor Tim Schulte 

of The River of Eureka UMC  

 

The Baum family on the pass-

ing of Sandy Baum, brother of 

Rich Baum  

 

We pray for everyone involved 

in the Texas school shooting. 

We pray their faith in God will 

carry them through this tragic 

and unexplainable event. 

 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


