My Prayer Journal
Use this weekly prayer to help you
begin your time with God each day.

Prayer of Confession: God of amazing
love and unexpected grace, open our eyes
that we may see You especially in those times
when we feel abandoned by You. Forgive us
that we so easily allow circumstance to blind
us to Your presence. Touch our lives that we
may know You especially in those times when
we feel unable to cope. Forgive us that we
too frequently mistrust Your power. Fill our
hearts that we may become like You, espe-
cially when Your message needs to be heard.
Forgive us that we forget who we are. Chil-
dren of God with Your Spirit in us.

My Prayers this Week:

Family Time: Do you believe everything
that anyone tells you? Have you ever ended
up in a bad situation because you believed
something someone told you, and it turned
out to not be true? Sadly, a lot of people say
things that aren’t true sometimes, and it can
be hard to decide who we are going to be-
lieve and who we aren’t going to believe. The
stories in the Bible show us that that was true
back when Jesus was on earth, too. Over and
over again, Jesus tried to convince people
that He was always 100% truthful, and that
anything He said, we could believe! In fact, a
lot of the time, He started what He would
teach people with the words, “Believe me!,”
and He often talked about why we should
believe what He says. As Christians, we be-
lieve that what Jesus says really is the truth,
and that anything Jesus tells us, we can trust.
If someone goes against what Jesus says, we
should choose to believe Jesus, not that other
person!

MONDAY 9.12.22 John 4:1-24

The guiding passage for the next four weeks of study comes from
Sunday’s Scripture in John 14: “Anyone who has faith in me will
do what | have been dong. He will do even greater things than
these.” We, the church, are capable of great things! But we might
be tempted to ask, “Why should we believe Jesus?” In fact, this
was something Jesus dealt with throughout His time on earth.
Again and again in John’s Gospel, Jesus begins His teaching to the
disciples, to individuals, to the crowds, and to His opponents with
words like “Believe me, ....” Jesus taught much about Himself, and
about God, that people weren’t convinced they should believe. In
today’s story of Jesus’ encounter with a Samaritan woman at a
well, the woman questions Jesus about the appropriate place to
worship. Jesus responds in verse 21 with the words “Believe me,
woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father nei-
ther on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.” His words violated the
firm belief of both the Jews, who believed that they should only
worship on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem, and of the Samaritans,
who believed they should only worship on Mount Gerizim in Sa-
maria. To believe what Jesus taught about worship pushed peo-
ple into a whole new way of thinking about their faith.

e Do you believe all Jesus says, or do you pick and choose?

WEDNESDAY 9.14.22 John 8:31-47

Jesus makes a powerful claim in today’s reading—a claim that is
as incendiary today as it was when Jesus first said it. The reason
people choose not to believe what Jesus says is that “you belong
to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s
desire ... The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to
God.” It might cause us to be a little uneasy when we realize that
according to 8:31, Jesus is speaking these words to “the Jews who
had believed in Him.” But Jesus reveals their belief to be ingenu-
ine—their lack of understanding Jesus’ words stems from the
same underlying personal characteristics that have caused them
to be disobedient to what God has commanded them in His law.
Many of the Jews in Jesus’ day believed that their ethnic descent
from Abraham was what made them “children of God.” Jesus,
though, insists that it is obedience to God—the way these same
Jews would expect their children to be obedient to them—that
makes one a “child of God.” Their disobedience and refusal to
hear God’s truth spoken through Jesus revealed whose “children”
they really were. Jesus’ concluding statement in verse 47, in the
Common English Bible translation, summarizes Jesus’ teaching
well: “God’s children listen to God’s words.”

e  Whose words are you listening to? What does that imply?

TUESDAY 9.13.22 John 5:31-47

In today’s reading, Jesus confronts the entire issue of believing
what He says. The context is Jesus’ claim in the preceding passage
(5:16-30) that God the Father is working through Jesus in a
unique and powerful way, referring to Himself as the “Son of the
Father,” and even claiming God the Father’s authority to judge.
To understand today’s reading, then, we have to know that in the
Jewish culture of Jesus’ time, two witnesses were required to
establish any statement as fact. To substantiate His claims about
Himself, then, Jesus first cites John the Baptist as a witness to the
truth of His teaching ... but knowing that John might be deter-
mined an unreliable witness, Jesus again becomes unconvention-
al in naming His two witnesses: the work that He is doing and the
Jewish Scriptures testify to the truth of His words! Jesus says, “If
you believed Moses, you would believe me.” In saying this, Jesus
is claiming a direct continuity between the truth revealed in the
Jewish Scriptures (our Old Testament) and the truth that He re-
veals as the Son in whom the Father dwells. Jesus believed that
this continuity provided a firm basis for belief in the truth of His
words. When He says, “believe me,” we can know that what He
says has the power of God’s Old Testament word behind it.

o Does the Old Testament play a role in your belief in Jesus?

THURSDAY 9.15.22 John 10:22-39

Once again in today’s reading Jesus implores His listeners to
“believe me.” This time, during Hanukkah, Jesus’ opponents ask
Him to state plainly if He is indeed the long-awaited Messiah.
Jesus returns to the same arguments we have seen Him make for
the past two days—first, that the works He is doing in His Fa-
ther’s name testify to His identity, and second, that the reason
they have not believed the message of His works is that they
don’t belong to the flock that follows Him (and, by extension,
who follow God as their Father). The opposition is offended, and
prepared to stone Jesus because of His statement, “l and the
Father are one,” which they understand as blasphemous. But
Jesus insists that if His works are in every way consistent with the
understanding of the nature of God that His opponents claim to
have from Scripture, then His words about being 100% aligned
with the Father’s will can be believed. Jesus is speaking here to
the fundamental issue of hypocrisy. Who should we believe?
Those who claim to speak for God, but whose behaviors violate
the God revealed in Scripture? No, the one whose behaviors align
with God is the one who can truly be believed—like Jesus.
o  Should people believe your words about God, based on your
actions? Why does hypocrisy harm the faith so deeply?




FRIDAY 9.16.22 John 11:17-27

The story of Jesus’ raising of Lazarus is one of the most powerful,
and deeply meaningful stories in all of John’s Gospel. In today’s
reading, we only have a small segment of this story, in which
Jesus has a conversation with Martha, Lazarus’ sister, about her
belief in what Jesus teaches. After teaching Martha that believing
in Jesus is a life or death matter, He gently asks her, “Do you be-
lieve this?” Once again, the issue is whether or not what Jesus
says and teaches can actually be believed. Martha’s statement of
faith, “Yes, Lord, | believe that You are the Christ, God’s Son, the
one who is coming into the world” is precisely the statement of
faith that the author of John’s Gospel hopes everyone who reads
the Gospel will make—see John 20:31, “But these things are
written so that you will believe that Jesus is the Christ, God’s
Son.” Martha is the counter-example to all those opponents of
Jesus who refuse to believe Him in spite of all the works that
testify to the fact that His words can be believed. Even when
Jesus says something as hard to believe as “Everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die,” we can trust that Jesus speaks
the truth, and that we should believe Him!
e  What is Jesus saying that you struggle to believe? How are
you growing in your ability to trust Jesus’ words?

SATURDAY 9.17.22 John 12:37-50

The author of John’s Gospel is not surprised by the many people
who don’t believe what Jesus has to say. For him, it is an exact
parallel to the Old Testament period in which the people would
not believe what the prophet Isaiah had to say. Then, as in Jesus’
time, and as in our time, the more someone is unwilling to believe
what Jesus says, the more unable to believe they become. John
says that in Jesus’ day, though, there were people who did in fact
believe in Jesus, but were afraid to publicly acknowledge it for fear
of the social ramifications. John goes on to share Jesus’ own sum-
mary of the source of His message—once again, Jesus insists that
He says only what God has sent him to say. But we need to pay
heed to what Jesus says here in regard to judgment: “If people
hear my words and don’t keep them, | don’t judge them. | didn’t
come to judge the world but to save it. Whoever rejects me and
doesn’t receive my words will be judged at the last day by the
word | have spoken.” There are, indeed, consequences to re-
jecting Jesus. But Jesus claims that those judgments are reserved
for the last day, and not something He is doing in the present. In
the present, He is focused on salvation, not judgment.
® Do you believe what Jesus says about the right time for judg-
ment? Do you live in alignment with what Jesus says here?
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“Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father; that will be enough for us.” Jesus
replied, ‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after | have been with you all this
time? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show
us the Father”? Don’t you believe that | am in the Father and the Father is
in me? The words | have spoken to you | don’t speak on my own. The Fa-
ther who dwells in me does His works. Trust me when | say that | am in the
Father and the Father is in me, or at least believe on account of the works
themselves. | assure you that whoever believes in me will do the works that
| do. They will do even greater works than these because | am going to the
Father. | will do whatever you ask for in my Name, so that the Father can be
glorified in the Son. When you ask me for anything in my Name, | will do
it.”

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon:
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