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pastor's pen
       "How Much?"

“Take a look at this field.” Ben said to me, “That’s almost exactly 100 acres of 
soybeans.”  He actually said “beans” because in Northeast Missouri you grew 
corn or soybeans and not much else.  You didn’t need the “soy” prefix.  You’d see 
the occasional “winter wheat” field but mostly it was corn and beans.  Staring 
at his field, he wandered, “Can you imagine there are places in this country and 
others that have 10,000-acre fields?”  I shook my head, “That’s hard to imagine.”  
“Yep,” he replied, “You feel like you got a lot until you realize there are some 
people who have so much more.”

Isn’t that the truth?  Don’t we all have a habit of comparing what we have to others?  I have 100 acres, but they 
have 10,000.  I have a car, but they have a collection.  I have a house, but they have a vacation home.  To be fair, 
we also tend to look the other direction as well.  Many at Living Word have been to Ghana and noted, I have an air-
conditioned home, but they have no glass in their windows in hopes of a breeze.  Or, I have running water, but they 
have to walk to a well for water.  Any way you look at it, we have a tendency to compare.

I found this to be true with my own children.  One got to do something, but the others didn’t.  Or one would get praise 
from Nancy and me for a job well done, and another would chime in with “Yeah but I got a good grade in math this 
semester.”  My response was usually, “Life is not a competition.”  Truth be told, though, it really is, isn’t it?  I don’t think 
God intended it that way.  Yet, when I consider all the history of humanity right up until today, we seem to compete 
with one another.  We seem to compete the most when it comes to acquisition of money, property, prestige, and 
accomplishment.  With these as our goals, we are highly likely to “give the devil a foothold.” (See Ephesians 4:26-28)
Another man I met during my ministry once told me this, “God has given me the ability to make an obscene amount 
of money so I can give it away.”  When considered carefully, this is the message of the Bible.  Accumulation of wealth 
is not a “bad” thing.  However, the Bible issues such instruction as Jesus’ words “to whom much is given, much is 
required” and to Abraham, God promises “I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.”  Many Proverbs 
record this perspective, “He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord” and of course Jesus also said, “Freely you 
have received, freely give.”

This is the season of most churches when we are considering our financial position for 2023.  Budgets are being 
prepared, staffs and volunteers are sharing their hopes and needs for the coming fiscal year.  Preparing the expense 
side of a budget is easy.  The income side of any church budget is up to you.  Living Word has become a place of great 
promise of late.  Youth and Children have new direction and it’s exciting to see them return to grow in faith.  Worship 
attendance is slowly, but surely, climbing out of the COVID decline.  Mission projects in which all can be involved are 
beginning to be calendared out.  This trend points to more and more opportunities for your faith to flourish and for 
you to make a significant impact on the lives of many others.

Late this month you’ll have the opportunity to share your estimate for your 2023 giving.  I hope you’ll spend time in 
your household considering how the Lord has blessed you to be a blessing.  In what ways have you freely received 
that you may freely give?  And, in light of all that is now happening at Living Word, how are you called to partner with 
God to see this ministry thrive?

Be blessed… but be a blessing as well.  It is the biblical way of faith.

Blessings, 

Pastor Dave
disrael@livingwordumc.org

mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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For more information on Living Word Missions, visit livingwordumc.org/journey
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Run Circles Around Hunger 5K at Living Word Church  October 8
Strap on your sneakers to Run Circles Around Hunger with Circle of 
Concern and Living Word Church on October 8! This cross-country 5K 
will be held at Living Word. Check-in begins at 7:00 am. T-shirt provided 
to the first 200 registrants. All skill levels from competitive to casual 
are invited to participate. Awards will be given for each category. All 
proceeds benefit Circle of Concern. Visit livingwordumc.org/circle5k to 
register!

American Red Cross Blood Drive at Living Word
Living Word is hosting an American Red Cross Blood 
Drive on Thursday, October 20 from 2:00 pm – 6:00 
pm in the Fellowship Hall. To make an appointment to 
donate, please visit redcrossblood.org and enter the 
sponsor code “LWUMC” into the search bar. Help save 
a life! 

Will you partner with Living 
Word to help families in need 
this Thanksgiving? With your 
help, Living Word has a goal 
to provide 215 Thanksgiving 
Food boxes to families in need 
through Circle of Concern. 
Bring your sets of the 8 items 
to the Living Word lobby 
by October 23. For more 
information, contact Pastor 
David Israel at disrael@
livingwordumc.org. 

Meramec School Mission Team Informational Meeting
Meramec School, one of Living Word’s Signature Missions, is open and 
students are learning.  It’s time for us to get to work fostering their 
growth in reading.  Pastor David and Shannon Fritts, Meramec Reading 
Specialist, invite all who are interested, to a coordinating meeting on 
Sunday, October 9 at 11:45 am in Room 205/207.  We will look at the 
many possibilities for our work and discern which are priorities for us. 

http://livingwordumc.org/journey-missions
http://livingwordumc.org/circle5k
http://redcrossblood.org 
mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Important Information
SAVE THE DATE

October 1– Parkway Invitational Cross-Country Meet
October 8 – Run Circles Around Hunger 5K 
October 9 – Meramec School Mission Team 
Informational Meeting
October 16 – Coffee with the Pastor
October 16 – Town Hall Meeting
October 20 – Red Cross Blood Drive
October 27 – Chili Cook-Off
October 30 – Community Trunk or Treat 
November 13 – Service of Remembrance

Worship Attendance
     September 4:     in-person - 232, online - 231
     September 11:   in-person - 290, online - 211
     September 18:   in-person - 278, online - 195
     September 25:   in-person - 263, online - 240

Living Word Early Childhood Center
Living Word Early Childhood Center provides a safe, 
Christian, developmentally appropriate environment 
that nurtures children’s curiosity to grow spiritually, 
socially, emotionally, physically, and cognitively 
through a play based curriculum. Please call the office 
at 636-821-2861, to set up a tour and for specific 
dates and information regarding registration. Please 
visit livingwordumc.org/ecc for more information on 
the  program and class offerings. 

For more information visit livingwordumc.org/news

Men's Club Meeting - October 3 
Men of all ages are invited to join the Men's Club 
on October 3 at 6:30 pm for a meal, devotions, 
and our special speaker, Jeremy Koerber, Senior 
Program Manager for the St. Louis Area Alzheimer's 
Association.  He will speak on Alzheimer's and 
dementia. Learn about the signs, symptoms, causes, 
risk factors, diagnosis, treatment, care strategies, 
and resources for individuals impacted by these two 
diseases. For more information, please contact Steve 
Ernst at sbevetteman@live.com.  

Men's Club Chili Cook-Off - October 27
The Men’s Club 2022 Chili Cook-Off is set for Thurs-
day, October 27, from 6:00 – 8:00 pm in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  In addition to the chili competition, there 
is a competition category for Best Cornbread.  Tickets 
are $5 per person at the door with the proceeds going 
to offset the cost of the event.  Additionally, there will 
be a 50/50 Raffle. The winner will have a donation 
made to Living Word with their 50% in their name. All 
those interested in competing in either category, con-
tact Scott Reichter by October 24 at reichter.scott@
gmail.com to reserve your spot. 

http://livingwordumc.org/ecc
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:sbevetteman%40live.com?subject=
mailto:%20%20%20?subject=
mailto:reichter.scott%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:reichter.scott%40gmail.com?subject=
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Prayer Requests
Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. To add a prayer to the list below or to stay on 
the prayer list for more than two weeks, please complete the online form at livingwordumc.org/mylw, or email 
Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, please 
contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 
On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.  

Please keep the following people in your prayers: For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To add a person to 
the prayer list: 

livingwordumc.org/mylw

Jeanine Budt
Pat Primm 
Sandra Lewis
Karen Tanaka
Geri Baum
Barry Eschenbrenner

Mark Grossenheider
Natalie Grossenheider
Mitch Mitchell
Bill Reichter
Vivian Rye
Art Schnatterly

Nini Schneider
Peggy Zinser
Coleman Family
Fowler Family
Debbie Thibault

All those affected by Hurricane Ian
The Furgerson family on the passing of Rick Furgerson
The Furgerson and Dahlin families on the passing of Bill Dahlin

Church Family News
Wally and Sharon Wallace
We welcome Wally and Sharon Wallace into church 
membership. Wally and Sharon are both retired and 
have been married for 57 years. They enjoy spending 
time together and playing tennis.  Welcome Wally and 
Sharon!

For more information on membership at Living Word, please 
contact Pastor Greg Finfrock at gfinfrock@livingwordumc.org

Coffee with the Pastor - October 16 
If you are new to Living Word and would like to learn 
more, come to the next Coffee with the Pastor on 
Sunday, October 16, at 10:00 am. This casual get-
together with Pastor David allows you to ask any 
questions you might have. Coffee is provided.

Living Word Staff Update
Living Word welcomes Amanda Braun to the staff as the Administrative Assistant 
to the Lead Pastor. She will also provide administrative assistance to the Directors 
of Communications, Congregational Care, Multimedia Ministries, and Music 
Ministries. Please welcome her when you see her in the office or on Sundays!

Amanda grew up in Leasburg, MO and has spent little time away from Missouri. 
Now she comes to us from Union where she lives with her four-year-old son, Finn, 
and husband, Darrel. In her spare time, when she isn’t gallantly chasing after Finn, 
she likes to play cards, read, and embroider. 

http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/care
https://livingwordumc.org/care/
http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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nextgen ministries

3rd Grade Bibles
Turning the pages of the new Bible that we will give 3rd graders and 
their families, I spent a little time reading the callouts, study helps, and 
pictures. The Bible that is gifted to upper elementary kids by the Living 
Word congregation is beautiful. It’s filled with helpful tools and thoughtful 
comments, full page pictures, and of course one section that the kids 
always turn to… the maps. 

There is something timeless about the maps section of the Bible. It’s familiar in a way because the images in the 
maps are the same images on globes and classroom maps at school. But it’s new to kids because the location 
markers are filled with nearly unpronounceable names like Netophah, Kabzeel, and Ben-abinadab. In LW Kids 
and LW Youth programming, we navigate these names, introducing kids to God’s story in the Bible. As we do, 
we uncover the rich meaning of the places that biblical characters have named for us. The Bible story tellers 
are always packing meaning into every place. Bethel is the place where Jacob dreams about God, so he names 
it the house of God. Golgotha, the place where Jesus is crucified, means something shaped like a skull or a 
heap of skulls. Marah means bitter because the water tasted bitter when Moses struck the rock without God’s 
permission. The markers on the map are much more than locations, they tell the story of what life looked and 
felt like for the people of the day.

A few weeks ago, kids at LW Youth Group made a map of what it’s like to be a teenager right now. Using a 
large blank canvas, the kids charted what it felt like to live and grow up in this time and place. Kids named the 
landmarks on their map things like: Sinkhole of Social Media, Ditch of Drama, Lagoon of Loss, Well of Worry, 
Volcano of Stress, Canyons of Mental Health Conflict, and Crossroads of the Future. The map told the story of 
their current experience, and opened the door for conversation and common ground between youth. 

We’re not so different than the people in the biblical stories. We feel all the hurt, worry, confusion, and doubt 
about the future that lays before us. We also share in God’s promise to be with us during these difficult times. 
God is in the habit of meeting us at these landmarks. Especially when we have found a confusing or challenging 
time in life, God seems to be most present. As many of us would attest, including the author of Psalm 34, God is 
near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

Whenever we gather, we build a community that help us remember the promise that God is near to us. By 
investing ourselves in each other, we create space so that we can name those Wells of Worry and Volcanoes of 
Stress that show up in our life. Hopefully, as we see God continuing to be near to us, we’ll also recognize some of 
the beautiful landmarks that God has charted out for our life as well. In addition to your current landscape, may 
you also discover the Foothills of Faith, Caverns of Care, the Plateaus of Peace, and the Waterfalls of Witness in 
your life. 
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nextgen ministries cont.

For more information on LW Kids or LW Youth, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

3rd Grade Bible Blessing (and Upper Elementary)
Sunday, October 9
9 and 10:30 am Worship Services
11:30-1:00 pm Lunch and Learn Family Event
Families of upper elementary kids will receive Bibles during 
worship. Following worship, those kids and families will 
gather in the Fellowship Hall for a lunch and learn event to 
celebrate and mark this milestone of receiving a Bible from 
11:30 am - 1:00 pm. Living Word has a tradition of giving 
Bibles to 3rd graders. Because of Covid, many families 
were unable to receive their Bibles so we've invited current 
4th and 5th grade families to join us for the event. I hope 
you'll take advantage of this opportunity to be part of the 
community and build the faith of your kids. Register at 
livingwordumc.org/news.

Community Trunk or Treat
Sunday, October 30
5:00-7:00 pm
The whole community has been invited to visit the Living Word parking lot for Trunk or Treat this year. We need 
your help filling the parking lot with trunks from 5:00-7:00 pm. Decorating a trunk is easy after a quick trip to 
the dollar store or your attic to find a theme. Then you can put out a bowl of candy and meet the kids as they 
come in costume. Let us know if you'd like to host a trunk at livingwordumc.org/news. If you’d like to help, but 
can’t show up that evening, you can donate candy so that our youth interactive stations have candy to give out. 
Donated candy is being collected in the orange donation box outside the Worship Center doors. 

Youth Fun Day Defy Trampoline Park
Sunday, October 23
3:00-5:30 pm
To celebrate youth singing in worship on Sunday morning, we’re taking them out to have some fun. Invite a 
friend and join us for an afternoon of bounce.  

Family Worship
Sunday, November 6
9:00 and 10:30 am Worship Services
The kids are on a long weekend, so we’ve got something special planned for them during worship. LW Kids, 
Family Connection Time, and LW Youth pause for the morning. Look for the activity bag and instructions at the 
Welcome desk.

Andy Langdon
Director of NextGen Ministries

https://livingwordumc.org/journey/
http://livingwordumc.org/news
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:alangdon%40livingwordumc.org?subject=





