My Prayer Journal
Use this weekly prayer to help you

begin your time with God each day.

Prayer of Confession: Holy God, we
confess to You today that sometimes we can-
not see You. We search for You and we have
to strain to hear Your voice. And yet You
come to us where we are, in our sinful lives.
You forgive us and change our hearts through
the grace of Your Son Jesus and His saving
love. Forgive us once again, as once again we
thank You for Your presence in our lives. In
Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen.

My Prayers this Week:

Family Time:

How many people are there in your family?
What if you included your parents’, brother
and sisters and their kids (your cousins)?
What if you went back to your grandparents,
and included all their brothers and sisters and
kids and grandkids? Can you imagine if you
kept going back further and further? Would
you be able to count all the people? One of
the first promises God makes in the Bible is
that some day, the number of people who
make the decision to believe in God and fol-
low Him in faith would be too many to count!
But the Bible also teaches us that part of the
way that number gets so high is that each one
of us invites other people to come learn
about the story of God’s love for us, and how
Jesus makes it possible for us to share that
love with others. This week, think with your
family about who you might be able to invite
to become part of God’s family!

MONDAY 11.14.22 Genesis 13:14-18

Throughout Scripture, we encounter God’s promise that the
world will become a place filled with people who love God. One
of the first places we find this promise, after humanity’s descent
into sin as described in the opening chapters of Genesis, is in the
story of Abraham. Abraham is the man through whom all of
God'’s promises of a restored relationship with humanity will orig-
inate. Early in their own relationship, God promises Abraham that
he will be the ancestor of innumerable descendants: “I will make
your descendants like the dust of the earth. If someone could
count the bits of dust on the earth, then they could also count
your descendants.” Later in the biblical story, the apostle Paul will
write that these words do not refer to simply to Abraham’s bio-
logical descendants, but that “Abraham is the father of all who
believe” by faith (Romans 4:11). The clear trajectory of the bibli-
cal narrative is the movement from a world where one man,
Abraham, trusted God in faith, to a world where people who
share in Abraham’s kind of faith become “too many to count.”
Along the way in this narrative, the people of God will learn more
about exactly how God will bring this plan to completion.
e  How does Abraham respond to God’s promise (see verse
18)? Does God’s promise cause a similar response in you?

WEDNESDAY 11.16.22 Isaiah 49:1-6

The passage we read today is one of the “Servant Songs” in the
book of Isaiah—one of those passages that point strongly toward
a coming “Servant of God” whose task it will be to restore Israel’s
relationship with God. The historical setting is many, many years
after the Exodus from Egypt, after Israel has become a kingdom,
been split by civil war, and is now suffering attack from outside
superpowers. Isaiah’s prophetic voice insists that this unrest is
the result of Israel’s wandering away from an unwavering faith in
the God who saved Israel from Egypt. This “servant,” Isaiah says,
will be empowered by God to “gather Israel to Himself” - to bring
them back to a trustful dependence on God. And whereas this,
alone, would result in innumerable people being restored in rela-
tionship with God, Isaiah says that this, alone, is “too small a
thing”! Instead, he claims, the servant will also be “a light for the
Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the
earth.” The promises of God that Abraham’s children will be “too
many to count” just got even bigger! We are seeing just why Paul
so emphatically embraced his role as missionary to the Gentiles.
With a firm understanding of Jesus as Isaiah’s “suffering servant,”
Paul knew that through him, God would save all people.

e How would you have expected Isaiah’s words to be fulfilled?

TUESDAY 11.15.22 Exodus 1:1-16

By the end of the book of Genesis and the beginning of the book
of Exodus, we see that God’s promise to Abraham of innumerable
descendants is being fulfilled—"the Israelites were fertile and
became populous. They multiplied and grew dramatically, filling
the whole land” (Exodus 1:7). But the opening verses of Exodus
demonstrate that the world’s reaction to the fulfillment of God'’s
promise may not be as positive as we would expect or hope! In
fact, the Egyptian king—who represents the height of human sin
in the flow of the biblical story thus far—feels threatened by
these “innumerable descendants” of Abraham, and begins an
intentional program of oppression against the people of God.
This, again, is a theme that will run throughout the biblical narra-
tive. Whenever the promises of God seem to be blossoming into
fruition, forces opposing the fulfillment of God’s promises rise up
to try to suppress them. We should not be surprised, then, when
our efforts to bring God’s blessings to more and more people are
often met with resistance and even pushback. But when the king
of Egypt tried to destroy the people of God by killing all the boy
babies, God responded with a great salvation—the Exodus from
Egypt through the Red Sea!

e  When have you seen pushback against God’s promises?

THURSDAY 11.17.22 Luke 3:1-6

Yesterday, we read one of Isaiah’s suffering servant passages—
but nine chapters earlier, in Isaiah 40, he had also written about
“a voice of one calling in the desert” who would prepare the way
for the day when “all mankind together” would see the “glory of
the LORD.” Beginning, then in chapter 42, but continuing in chap-
ters 49 (as we saw yesterday), 50, and especially 52:13-53:12,
Isaiah speaks of the servant toward whom this voice “calling in
the desert” would point. In today’s reading from the Gospel of
Luke, then, the author clearly identifies John the Baptist as the
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy of one “calling in the desert.” This
event is so momentous for Luke, and for his future readers, that
Luke identifies the time period in which it occurred by six differ-
ent time stamps— just who the emperor of Rome, the governor
of Judea, tetrarchs of three different regions, and the Jewish high
priest all were! But the coming of John the Baptist was this mo-
mentous because it meant that God’s promises to Abraham of
innumerable descendants really was about to occur. It means,
Luke says, that now, “all mankind will see God'’s salvation.” John,
the voice in the desert, points toward Jesus, the suffering serv-
ant, through whom that salvation would come.

e  Has all mankind seen God'’s salvation yet? Why or why not?




FRIDAY 11.18.22 Acts 1:1-8

The question at the end of yesterday’s reading asked whether or
not “all mankind” has seen God’s salvation today, as the pro-
phetic promises claim. Today’s reading from the first chapter of
Acts should lead us to consider why that promise may not yet be
fulfilled. Throughout a period of forty days, the resurrected Jesus
appeared to many people, giving “convincing proofs” that He was
alive. But at the end of those forty days, Jesus ascended into
heaven with explicit directions for His followers: “You will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” God’s plan for the way all mankind would see
God'’s salvation in Jesus Christ was that His followers would be
witnesses to it throughout the earth. Beginning in Jerusalem—
where Jesus had been crucified—the word would travel outward
into Judea (the territorial region of which Jerusalem was the
seat), Samaria (the non-Jewish region immediately to Judea’s
north), and from there into every corner of the world. The foun-
dation of Christian evangelism rests on these final words of the
risen Christ. We have a commission, and a responsibility, to en-
sure that everyone, all mankind, too many to count, hears
Christ’s invitation and knows the salvation that He offers.

e Do you feel a responsibility to offer Christ’s invitation?

SATURDAY 11.19.22 Philippians 2:1-11

The great Christian hymn that is found in the second chapter of
Philippians is a call to Christian humility. As Christ was humble,
denying what was truly due to Him, so Christians are to emulate
their Lord and Savior. The hymn makes the claim that it is Christ’s
humble obedience to His Father, even unto death, that is the
reason for Christ’s exaltation to the highest place and name con-
ceivable. Perhaps the even more astounding claim the hymn
makes is that every single human being that lives, has lived, or
ever will live, will bow the knee and confess with the tongue that
Jesus Christ is Lord! Talk about too many people to count! The
words presage last Sunday’s Scripture lesson from Revelation in
which John the Revelator looks around, and sees exactly what
Paul has described taking place. Regardless of whether they have
acknowledged the Lordship of Christ in their earthly lives, a day
will come when every human being who has ever lived will sub-
mit to the final judgment, and acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord.
God'’s plan for humanity, as revealed in the story of Scripture, is
for the restoration of the relationship that has been lost—for
salvation—through Jesus Christ. In the end, too many people to
count will have responded to God’s invitation, and be blessed.

e  Who are you inviting to be part of that number?
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Scripture for Sunday, November 13: Revelation 7:9-12 (CEB)

“After this | looked, and there was a great crowd that no one could number.
They were from every nation, tribe, people, and language. They were
standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They wore white robes
and held palm branches in their hands. They cried out with a loud voice:
‘Victory belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” All
the angels stood in a circle around the throne, and around the elders and
the four living creatures. They fell facedown before the throne and wor-
shipped God, saying, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiv-
ing and honor and power and might be to our God forever and always.
Amen.””
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