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Follow us:

Sundays In-Person
9:00 AM | Traditional Worship Service

10:30 AM | Contemporary Worship Service

Sunday, November 6: They Counted Then, They Still Count Now
Sunday, November 13: Too Many To Count
Sunday, November 20: Counting Blessings

Upcoming Sermon Series - November 6 - November 20

Thank you everyone for playing along with the Christmas Carol 
Bracketology to choose the carols that will be the focus of the advent 
season. Here are the choices!

November 27: December 18: 
O Come, All Ye Faithful Joy to The World

December 4: December 25:
What Child Is This Silent Night, O Holy Night

December 11: January 1:
O Little Town of Bethlehem Go Tell It on the Mountain

Community Trunk or Treat
What a night at the Living Word 
Church and Wildwood Business 
Association Community Trunk or 
Treat! Thank you to all who came 
out and enjoyed the night and to 
those who volunteered to welcome 
an estimated 400 people from the 
community. 239 boxes were packed 
for Circle of Concern!

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://twitter.com/livingwordumc
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/


2

pastor's pen
     The Tragedy of Humanity and the Triumph of Christ

The devastating tragedy of the shooting at The Central Visual and Performing 
Arts School on October 24 will remain before us for a while before it fades into 
the background noise of our lives.  According to Edweek.org it is the 40th school 
shooting of 2022.  Let that sink in for a moment.  There have only been 43 weeks 
in this year and 10 of those weeks have been summer break, give or take a few.  
Why is it we didn’t notice the 40?  Compassion fatigue is partly to blame.  We are 
so overwhelmed by all the terrible things we hear in our news that we protect 
our own sanity by becoming immune to the trauma of it all.  After all, there have 
been 8 earthquakes with a death toll of 10 or more, 11 named hurricanes in the 
Atlantic (Ian being the one that hit Florida), and a war in Ukraine, all in 2022.  Add in our own personal life events and 
it’s hard to be as moved by the latest shooting as we ought to be.

As I try to wrap my head around all this, I ask myself, “what is the place of the church in the midst of this particular 
tragedy.”  “Thoughts and prayers,” while a seemingly shallow refrain of late, remain a primary reaction.  Isn’t this 
“reaction” too little, too late, though?  I guess I could answer, “yes and no” to that.  I’d say “no” because of my deep 
belief that prayer is a vital responsibility in this broken and hurting world.  Prayer is, and should be for each of us, 
the bookends of our day.  If we learn to think of prayer as bookends, we learn from prayer that the church’s response 
should be bookends as well.

From the perspective of post-event trauma and tragedy, the church should be the first to respond to pick up the 
pieces, the sustaining presence during recovery and grief, and the on-going voice for justice when justice is lacking.  
However, the Church was not first formed to be reactionary.  Rather the Church created by Jesus Christ, is formed 
to be the proactive voice of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  
Jesus created the Church to reach into the lives of all people.  Jesus created the Church to move into the places of 
loneliness and mental illness that haunted a young man so much that he committed such an atrocity.  Jesus created 
the Church to guide people, young and not-so-young, into loving one another so much that these things don’t take 
place.  

My prayer and vision for Living Word is that we would be such a church.  Living Word would be a place where we take 
seriously our mission to share Christ with our community; to help all people, no matter their age, to hold one-another 
in the very same high esteem that Christ did when He died for them.  We are called to proactively bring our part of 
the world to Christ so that no one stares down such a dark tunnel which leads to tragedy.  

And this vision isn’t only about school violence.  This is about coming together as a people who love one-another on 
behalf of Christ.  We are called to be a people who transcend our social, economic, political, and cultural differences 
to lift others to the higher plane that is the Good News of what God is still doing in Jesus Christ.  We are called to be 
a people who say “no” to the things that divide us so that we can say a greater “yes” to the Christ who unites us all.  
We are called to be a people who recognize the log in our eye instead of the splinter in the eye of our neighbor. 
 
The coming week of mid-year elections, the ongoing cultural conversations, the divisiveness upon which news sources 
and social media thrives, is not of Christ.  We are.  Living Word must be the clarion voice of the Christ in our region.  
A voice that leads people to love with a hopeful future and not despair with a violent and lonely end.  This is our call.  
It is an insurmountable call unless we bookend it in prayer.  Let us pray that we will be the proactive voice of Christ, 
and when necessary, the reactive compassion of Christ.

Blessings, 
Pastor Dave
disrael@livingwordumc.org

http://Edweek.org
mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


missions

For more information on Living Word Missions, visit livingwordumc.org/journey
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Thanksgiving Food Box Update
Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Thanksgiving Food Boxes for Circle of Concern! 
So many families in need will benefit by your 
generosity. Living Word not only met the goal 
to provide 215 Thanksgiving Food boxes but 
exceeded that goal by 19 boxes plus an extra 
343 items! LW Kids helped by sorting the food, 
LW Youth setup a Serving Station so that kids 
and families could participate by assembling the 
boxes at the Trunk or Treat.  If you would like to 
serve at Living Word or for more information on 
Circle of Concern, contact Pastor David Israel at 
disrael@livingwordumc.org. 

Church Family News

Amanda Braun
We welcome into church membership Amanda 
Braun. Amanda is an Administrative Assistant 
at Living Word. She transfers her membership 
from Bourbon UMC in Bourbon, MO. Welcome 
Amanda!

For more information on 
membership at Living Word, 
please contact Pastor Greg 

Finfrock at gfinfrock@
livingwordumc.org

Clare Guthrie
We welcome into church membership Clare Guthrie. Clare 
is an Administrative Assistant at Living Word. She transfers 
her membership from Grace UMC in Lee's Summit, MO. 
Welcome Clare!

http://livingwordumc.org/journey-missions
mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Important Information
SAVE THE DATE

November 6 – Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 am
(Set your clocks back one hour!)
November 13 – Service of Remembrance
November 20 – Coffee with the Pastor
November 23-24 – Church Office Closed
December 3 – Breakfast with Santa
December 3 – Wildwood Tree Lighting
December 18 – The Joy of Christmas Concert 
                             at 7:00 pm
December 24 – Christmas Eve Services  
5:00 pm – Contemporary Candlelight Service
7:00 pm – Traditional Candlelight Service
December 25 – Christmas Day Worship 11:00 am
December 26 & December 29 – Church Office Closed
January 1 – New Year's Day Worship 11:00 am

Visit livingwordumc.org/news for more information 
or contact the  church office at 636-821-2800.

Worship Attendance
     October 2:     in-person - 233, online - 252
     October 9:     in-person - 184, online - 284
     October 16:   in-person - 174, online - 253
     October 23:   in-person - 326, online - 755
     October 30:   in-person - 262, online - 190

Living Word Men's Club
All men are welcome to attend Men's Club on 
November 7. Dinner begins at 6:30 pm and the 
presentation will start around 7:00 pm. The speaker 
is the owner of Culver's in Ellisville who will share his 
experience of owning a franchise. He will also share 
Culver's ice cream for dessert! The Men's Club meets 
the first Monday of the month. For more information, 
please contact Steve Ernst at 636-537-9030 or Doug 
Nash at 636-458-2273.

Living Word Early Childhood Center
Living Word Early Childhood Center provides a safe, 
Christian, developmentally appropriate environment 
that nurtures children’s curiosity to grow spiritually, 
socially, emotionally, physically, and cognitively 
through a play based curriculum. Please call the office 
at 636-821-2861, to set up a tour and for specific 
dates and information regarding registration. Please 
visit livingwordumc.org/ecc for more information on 
the  program and class offerings. 

For more information visit livingwordumc.org/news

Sunday Morning Fellowship
Stop by the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings from 
8:00 - 10:45 am for refreshments and fellowship. 
The Refreshment Team prepares coffee, donuts, and 
healthy snack options of granola bars and yogurt. 
Stop by and visit with a friend or make a new friend!

American Red Cross Blood Drive at Living Word
Living Word hosted an American Red Cross Blood 
Drive on Thursday, October 20. Eighteen units of blood 
were collected! The units will be used to help up to 
56 patients at area hospitals.  Stay tuned for the next 
blood drive at Living Word. To make an appointment 
to donate, please visit redcrossblood.org and search 
for an upcoming blood drive in your area! 

Worship Online
Take Living Word with you on the go!

* Watch worship livestream on Sunday at 9:00 am and 
10:30 am at livingwordumc.online.church 

* View the recording of worship after 5:00 pm Sunday at 
livingwordumc.org/worship 

* View live or on delay through Facebook at 
facebook.com/LivingWordUMC

Mary Martha Circle
Are you looking for a welcoming place to connect 
with other women? Mary Martha Circle is back 
in full swing! This women's group meets monthly 
for fellowship, food, educational, and missional 
activities. If you have any questions, please contact 
Mary Martha Circle's co-presidents, Karen Tucker at 
gerkartuck@aol.com or Kelly Eden at kellyeden1@
aol.com. We hope to see you at our next meeting!

Thursday, November 17, 6:30 pm, Church Staff 
Spotlight - Meet Living Word's Director of NextGen 
Ministries, Andy Langdon.

Thursday, December 15, 6:30 pm, Annual Christmas 
Party - All are invited. Details will be forthcoming.

mailto:livingwordumc.org/news?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/ecc
http://livingwordumc.org/news
http://redcrossblood.org 
http:// 
http://livingwordumc.online.church
http://livingwordumc.org/worship
http://facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
mailto:gerkartuck%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:kellyeden1%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:kellyeden1%40aol.com?subject=
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Prayer Requests
Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. To add a prayer to the list below or to stay on 
the prayer list for more than two weeks, please complete the online form at livingwordumc.org/mylw, or email 
Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, please 
contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 
On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.  

Please keep the following people in your prayers: For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To add a person to 
the prayer list: 

livingwordumc.org/mylw

Pat Primm 
Sandra Lewis
Karen Tanaka
Mitch Mitchell
Bill Reichter

Art Schnatterly
Nini Schneider
Debbie Thibault
Jim Kionka 
Kathy Westholt 

Naomi Seacoy  
Tina Vaughn 
Aubrey O’Sullivan 
Anna Simon 
Traci Bergmeier

For more information on Living Word Congregational Care Ministries, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

congregational care

The family of David Glaser
The students, staff, and families of Central VPA High School 
in St. Louis

Service of Remembrance
Living Word will host a Service of Remembrance 
for all those who are dealing with the grief and 
loss of a loved one. No matter how long it has 
been since your loved one has passed, grief 
can make the holidays a painful time. Join us 
on Sunday, November 13, at 6:30 pm for “We 
Remember.” For more information, contact Val 
Novatny, Director of Congregational Care.

Stephen Ministry Training
Every day you see people who are hurting: those who have lost a job, lost a 
loved one, gone through a divorce, or are battling a terminal illness. Stephen 
Ministers are specially trained lay members of our church who provide 
Christian caregiving and support for people who are facing various situations 
in their lives. You may have seen the ministry of Stephen Ministers here at 
Living Word for over 20 years. Have you thought that perhaps you would like 
to participate in this ministry? The next Stephen Minister training class will 
begin in January. If you would like to participate in this training, click here for 
more information.

In addition, if you need to talk to someone about working with a Stephen 
Minister for a situation in your life, contact Carol Baum, Stephen Minister 
Leader, at baumr17@gmail.com.

http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/care
https://livingwordumc.org/care/
http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
https://livingwordumc.org/caring-ministries/
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:baumr17%40gmail.com?subject=
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nextgen ministries
Instead of Stepping Forward, I Stepped Back

It was a team of middle school boys who were drawn to the catapult station 
on Sunday night at the Community Trunk or Treat. After all, it was the only 
game station that presented any real danger – if you consider flying stuffed 
puppy animals a danger. The game station was simple: pull back on the 
handle, load catapult with beanie baby, and then try to knock off a target 
from the stones to win a prize. Those who missed received candy. 

Aware of a penchant for misbehavior, I kept my eyes on them as they 
learned from the youth who had been working the station before them. I bit my lip as the first contestants 
stepped up to the game they were leading.

I was nervous because I wanted everything to be perfect for our guests of the Trunk or Treat. I wanted them to be 
warmly greeted, successful in the game, and walk away thinking about what a great time they had in the Living 
Word parking lot (that’s as close to holy thinking as we might get at Trunk or Treat). As an adult, I was tempted 
to step in and just take control of everything myself, including this game. 

Instead of stepping forward, I stepped back. I watched and I witnessed God in action. 

These three middle school boys blew me away! They took their new responsibility seriously, making certain 
that every person was greeted with a smile and a challenge. They reset the catapult with efficiency that looked 
like they had been working with dangerous devices for years. They made sure that every attempt was lauded, 
cheered for, and celebrated. It was only a carnival game, but these boys made it seem like the most important 
moments of their lives. Their laughter was infectious. Most importantly, they made it a full experience. A joyful 
experience. 

Fifteen minutes later, when I checked on the stations again, the other adults confirmed my suspicions: the 
teenagers rose to the challenge. They weren’t the only ones. Echoing in my ears are the kind words and generous 
encouragement of kids being welcomed to play all the games. I can still see our youth lined up next to a pile of 
boxes, carefully holding out a box and helping the young ones to fill it with food. I loved watching a handful of 
costumed-youth rush through the busy lot pushing a cart filled with bagged candy to restock trunks because of 
the overwhelming number of kids visiting the event. I’m still remembering the teamwork it took to carry back 
the heavy items from the parking lot after the event. 

These kids said yes to helping – as a church, we said yes to discipling. 

In one of the final instructions Jesus says to His followers go and make disciples. And then Jesus stepped back 
and let them. Jesus had spent time teaching and modeling, mentoring and living side-by-side. And then He said 
go… you do the same. 

We want every child and youth to live out this calling to serve others and love the world. Sometimes that’s 
sorting food into boxes at Thanksgiving, other times it’s loading up the catapult. 

Either way, when we encourage our young people to go, we have to be willing to step aside, and step alongside 
them as they move forward. 
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nextgen ministries cont.

For more information on LW Kids or LW Youth, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

We’re planning some really amazing summer events!

● Camp for upper elementary, middle, and high school youth (June 5-10) 
● Vacation Bible School for our younger kids (June 26-30) 
● Service-learning trip to Charleston, WV for our youth (July 23-28)

Andy Langdon
Director of NextGen Ministries

Sunday, November 6 - Family Worship  
The kids are on a long weekend, so we’ve got something special planned for them during worship at 9:00 and 
10:30 am. LW Kids, Family Connection Time, and LW Youth pause for the morning. Look for the activity bag and 
instructions at the Welcome Desk in the lobby. The nursery will be available.

November 6 - Campfire and Night Games After Youth Group
Youth (grades 6 - 12) 5:15 - 8:00 pm, Campfire and s'mores, glow-in-the-dark field games, cooking food over the 
fire, and a night hike in the dark!

November 20 - Service Learning Trip - Informational Meeting
Parents and youth (grades 6 - 12)  interested in the Youth Service Learning Trip to Charleston, WV, July 23-28 are 
invited to a meeting at 5:15 - 6:00 pm. I love to teach our young people about serving others and the boundless 
love of God in our world. A trip like this will partner with local agencies to provide community service to elderly 
and children, as well as volunteer in food and donation ministries in the community. 

https://livingwordumc.org/journey/
mailto:alangdon%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


LW Kids & LW Youth Choirs

Chili Cook-Off 

Run Circles Around Hunger 5K
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Mary Martha Circle



LW Kids

LW Youth Group

3rd Grade Bibles
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