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in worship
DECEMBER 2022

Follow us:

Sundays In-Person
9:00 AM | Traditional Worship Service

10:30 AM | Contemporary Worship Service

Sunday, December 4: What Child Is This
Sunday, December 11: O Little Town of Bethlehem

Sunday, December 18: Joy to The World
Saturday, December 24: O Holy Night and Silent Night

(5:00 and 7:00 pm Worship Services)

Sunday, December 25: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
(One Worship Service at 11:00 am)

Sunday, January 1: Go Tell It on the Mountain
(One Worship Service at 11:00 am)

Worship Online
* Watch worship livestream on Sunday at 9:00 am and 10:30 am at 

livingwordumc.online.church 
* View the recording of worship after 5:00 pm Sunday at 

livingwordumc.org/worship 
* View live or on delay through Facebook at 

facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
NEW * View on delay through Youtube at 

youtube.com/@livingwordumc9230

Upcoming Sermon Series - December 4 - January 1

The Joy of Christmas - A Christmas Concert at Living Word
The message of Christmas is truly a message of joy!  As we celebrate 
this Advent season, I hope you will join us as we share in the Joy 
of Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 18, at 7:00 pm.  The 
concert will feature youth and adult small ensembles, along with 
the Worship Choir and live orchestra.  Childcare will be available for 
ages two and under.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://twitter.com/livingwordumc
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
http://livingwordumc.online.church
http://livingwordumc.org/worship
http://p 
http://facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
http://youtube.com/@livingwordumc9230
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pastor's pen
A Christmas Miracle

Something Old, Something New, Something… renewed.  

The 13th Annual Christmas Miracle Offering will be taken on Christmas Eve and at 
the Christmas Concert on December 18.  This year’s designated recipients of the 
offering are some of our old friends: The Ghana Project, Circle of Concern, and 
Meramec School.  One of the missions is new to us: Sweet Babies (after all, who 
doesn’t like babies?).  The final organization was not selected last year but we are 
pleased to have them return as a grant recipient: HavenHouse of St. Louis.
How does this work?

In the fall of each year a call goes out to our membership, via this publication, for any outside ministry organizations 
which would like to submit a grant application for funds from our annual offering.  A team of church members (The 
Mission Team) who have been elected annually, are given the charge of reviewing and researching all applications 
and then selecting which will be grant recipients.  The criteria for selection is long, but boils down to the fact that 
Living Word wants to fund outside ministries that will also allow our congregation to be actively involved.  We favor 
requests that allow us a hands-on interaction with the clients of the partner ministries, therefore we shy away from 
funds for “brick and mortar” projects that are more of a capital improvement.

After this selection is complete, the recipients are notified but the amount of the grant is not known until the first few 
weeks of January.  At this time the Mission Team meets again to look at the funds collected through the Christmas 
Miracle Offering and divide it among the grant recipients.  A check is cut, and a photo op takes place.  Then we get 
busy seeking to put you to work assisting these ministries in their mission.

Tell Me More About this Year’s Recipients.

The Ghana Project
The Ghana Project was the original reason for this offering.  On Christmas, 2010 an offering was taken to fund water 
wells and sanitation projects in the Upper East region (state) in Ghana.  Since that date approximately $2,025,000 
have funded water and sanitation projects as well as the construction of churches and schools and support of a 
missionary.  Our ongoing commitment to the physical and spiritual health of our sisters and brothers half a world 
away is inspiring.

Circle of Concern
Circle of Concern is a human services ministry located in Valley Park.  Circle provides services for families living in 
the Parkway, Rockwood, and Valley Park School Districts.  While their food pantry is their largest effort, they also 
provide social services for the disabled, veterans, homeless, and those who are unemployed or underemployed.  
Living Word’s participation in Stamp Out Hunger, Run Circles Around Hunger and Thanksgiving Food Boxes are the 
most visible ways we partner with Circle.

Meramec School
Meramec School is an elementary school in the St. Louis Public School District.  Located in a low-income area of the 
city, Living Word provides a part-time reading specialist who evaluates and assists students to improve their grade-
level proficiency.  Living Word provides volunteer readers on-site to help with this program.  We also participate in 
creating bulletin boards and other displays to improve the quality of the student and faculty learning experience.  
Support of the faculty and administration is offered  in the form of food for parent-teacher conferences and seasonal 
gifts.
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Church Family News

For more information on membership at Living Word, please contact Pastor Greg Finfrock at gfinfrock@livingwordumc.org

HavenHouse of St. Louis
HavenHouse of St. Louis (No, that’s not a typo) provides housing and services for families who travel to St. Louis for the 
excellent medical care offered in our region.  Many times, the patient care needed requires weeks and even months 
of treatment.  A patient and caregiver are often in need of finding safe and inexpensive housing and transportation.  
HavenHouse provides this level of care.  Many from Living Word provide transportation for residents as well as gift 
bags and other collections to sustain the clients of this ministry.

Sweet Babies
Sweet Babies is a new ministry for the coming year.  Their mission is to provide essential needs to underserved 
families giving birth at SSM Health St. Mary’s and DePaul Hospitals.  Living Word will help by delivering collected items 
to families.  There is also the possibility of assisting in doing follow-ups with families to assess the program’s success 
and the family’s further needs.

As your pastor I’ve had the privilege of being a witness to the important work Living Word is doing through the 
Christmas Miracle Offering.  Lives are truly being changed.  This annual offering serves as the primary means of Living 
Word fulfilling the call by Christ to feed the hungry, bring water to the thirsty, clothe the naked and comfort the sick.  
(See Matthew 25.) I hope you will look upon your own position of life and consider the call on each Christian to see 
that we are blessed in order to be a blessing to others.

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave
disrael@livingwordumc.org

pastor's pen CONT.

We welcome Jamie Smith into 
church membership. Jamie is 
married to Nathan and has three 
children, Kyli, Abby, and Brook.
Jamie will join the Living Word 
Leadership Board in January 2023. 

We welcome Ed Twente into church 
membership. Ed is transferring his 
membership from Morning Star 
UMC. He is retired and enjoys 
photography. 

We welcome Gerry Hefele into 
church membership. Gerry is 
transferring her membership 
from St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Des Peres. She is a retired nurse 
executive. Gerry enjoys paper 
crafts, scrapbooking, and quilting. 

Living Word welcomes new members Jamie Smith, Ed Twente, and Gerry Hefele!

mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Important Information

SAVE THE DATE
December 3 – Wildwood Tree Lighting 3:30 - 6:00 pm
December 18 – The Joy of Christmas Concert 
                             at 7:00 pm

December 24 – Christmas Eve Services  
5:00 pm – Contemporary Candlelight Service
7:00 pm – Traditional Candlelight Service

December 25 – Christmas Day Worship 11:00 am
December 26 & December 29 – Church Office Closed
January 1 – New Year's Day Worship 11:00 am
January 2 – Church Office Closed

(See page 6 for LW Kids & LW Youth Events!)
Visit livingwordumc.org/news for more information 

or contact the  church office at 636-821-2800.

Worship Attendance
     November 6:     in-person - 286, online - 214
     November 13:   in-person - 301, online - 134
     November 20:   in-person - 275, online - 211
     November 27:   in-person - 301, online - 185

Living Word Men's Club
Men of all ages are invited to join the Men's Club on 
December 5 at 6:30 pm for a meal, devotions, and our 
special speaker. The speaker will be Andy Langdon, 
Director of NextGen Ministries.  If you would like to 
attend the business meeting, please arrive at 6:00 
pm. For more information, please contact Steve Ernst 
at 636-537-9030 or Doug Nash at 636-458-2273.

Living Word Early Childhood Center
Living Word Early Childhood Center provides a safe, 
Christian, developmentally appropriate environment 
that nurtures children’s curiosity to grow spiritually, 
socially, emotionally, physically, and cognitively 
through a play based curriculum. Please call the office 
at 636-821-2861, to set up a tour and for specific 
dates and information regarding registration. Please 
visit livingwordumc.org/ecc for more information on 
the  program and class offerings. 

For more information visit livingwordumc.org/news

Wildwood Tree Lighting
On Saturday, December 3, Living Word is hosting 
the craft tent at the Wildwood Tree Lighting from 
3:30 - 6:00 pm at the Wildwood Town Plaza. Stop by 
the craft tent, visit with Santa, listen to carolers, and 
more! Come on out and enjoy a night of hometown 
fun! The tree lighting is at 5:00 pm.

Mary Martha Circle
Are you looking for a welcoming place to connect 
with other women? Mary Martha Circle is back 
in full swing! This women's group meets monthly 
for fellowship, food, educational, and missional 
activities. If you have any questions, please contact 
Mary Martha Circle's co-presidents, Karen Tucker at 
gerkartuck@aol.com or Kelly Eden at kellyeden1@
aol.com. We hope to see you at our next meeting!

Thursday, December 15, 6:30 pm, Annual Christmas 
Party - all are invited. 

Coffee with the Pastor - December 18 
If you are new to Living Word and would like to learn 
more, come to the next Coffee with the Pastor on 
Sunday, December 18, at 10:00 am. This casual get-
together with Pastor David allows you to ask any 
questions you might have. Coffee is provided.

2023 Generosity Campaign 
Living Word’s Leadership Board is diligently working 
on the 2023 Ministry Plan.  This plan includes 
the financial budget for this year.  If you have not 
completed your estimate of giving for 2023 please 
visit lwinfo.org or stop by the Welcome Desk to pick 
up a card.  Please turn your card in TODAY. Together 
we will make a difference for the Kingdom through 
Living Word Church.

mailto:livingwordumc.org/news?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/ecc
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:gerkartuck%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:kellyeden1%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:kellyeden1%40aol.com?subject=
http://lwinfo.org
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Prayer Requests & celebrations
Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. To add a prayer to the list below or to stay on 
the prayer list for more than two weeks, please complete the online form at livingwordumc.org/mylw, or email 
Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, please 
contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 
On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.  

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
For more prayer information: 

livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To add a person to 
the prayer list: 

livingwordumc.org/mylw

Pat Primm 
Sandra Lewis
Karen Tanaka
Mitch Mitchell
Bill Reichter
Art Schnatterly 
Nini Schneider

Jim Kionka 
Kathy Westholt 
Naomi Seacoy  
Tina Vaughn 
Aubrey O’Sullivan 
Traci Bergmeier 
Norton Family 

Fowler Family 
Celeste Kocot 
Coleman Family 
Young Family 
Craig Miller 
Marty Schnatterly 
Kim Short 

For more information on Living Word Congregational Care Ministries, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

congregational care

The Thibault family and friends on the passing of Debbie Thibault
The students, staff, families, and community of Marquette High School

Stephen Ministry Training
Every day you see people who are hurting: those who have lost a job, lost 
a loved one, gone through a divorce, or are battling a terminal illness. 
Stephen Ministers are specially trained lay members of our church who 
provide Christian caregiving and support for people who are facing various 
situations in their lives. You may have seen the ministry of Stephen Ministers 
here at Living Word for over 20 years. Have you thought that perhaps you 
would like to participate in this ministry? The next Stephen Minister training 
class will begin in January. If you would like to participate in this training, 
click here for more information.

In addition, if you need to talk to someone about working with a Stephen 
Minister for a situation in your life, contact Carol Baum, Stephen Minister 
Leader, at baumr17@gmail.com.

Celebrations! There are so many good things to celebrate. Do you have a celebration you wish to share? 
Email Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. 

Zephaniah 3:17: "The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He 
will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, 
He will joy over thee with singing."

10/7:  We celebrate the marriage of Brett Balzraine and Emily Jones. 
10/29:  We celebrate the marriage of Rachel Stemler and Cory Taylor. 
11/13: We celebrate the baptism of Evelyn Jolene Crawford, daughter 
of Chris and Whitney Crawford, granddaughter of Terry and Jenny Seaton. 
11/25:  Farrell and Mary Boudiner celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary.

Crawford Baptism

http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/care
https://livingwordumc.org/care/
http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
https://livingwordumc.org/caring-ministries/
http://here
mailto:baumr17%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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nextgen ministries
Anticipation

The time we spend decorating and schedule making is vital to the Advent 
season. The extra time and energy builds an expectation that pays off in 
holy moments and vivid memories. Advent is the season of preparation for 
Christmas. In the adult world, we know that pressure and busyness all too 
well.  As you unpack boxes and sting up the lights, I’m sure you’ll be mentally 
recounting the various people and experiences that have made previous years 
so special.

Advent is a little different for kids. Preparations for kids are less about 
unpacking boxes and more about building anticipation for what is to come on Christmas morning. It’s a season of 
awe. Colored lights appear on houses, ornaments and figurines spill onto shelves and counters, and even trees make 
their way indoors to be adorned with beautiful decorations. For children, the magic of Christmas is real as they watch 
imagination come to life each year. Every decoration and sparkle is another step towards what has been hoped for 
and what is to come. 

As we enter this season, be sure to pay attention to that wonder and allow your own hearts to build anticipation for 
what God has in store for you. Guard yourself to not be swept into the fray. Instead, with deep intention, recount the 
reasons that you have come to trust in God and spend the time and energy to share those stories with your families. 

If you’re making a list, and checking it twice, this Christmas season, make sure that these fun events are on your 
calendar! 

(Visit livingwordumc.org/news for more information or to sign up!)

LW Kids Events
LW Kids Choir singing December 4 at the 10:30am service
The kids practice through the school year on Wednesday nights as part of LW Kids Nite. LW Kids Nite continues to 
meet in December on the 7 and 14th and will reconvene on January 4 after the school break. 
LW Kids Noon Year's Eve party, December 31, 11:15 am - 12:15 pm
Parents come with your children as we ring in the New Year at a child-friendly time. Activities, music, and a balloon 
drop make this event especially fun. Please signup here in advance.

LW Youth Events
Confirmation Information Meeting, December 4, 11:45 am
Confirmation for 7th graders (and older students) will begin in January. A parent meeting will be held December 4 
after the 10:30 am Worship in Room 205/207. Interested families should sign up with Pastor David at the meeting. 
If you can't make it to the meeting, email him at disrael@livingwordumc.org to sign up. 
LW Youth Gingerbread Building Night, December 4, 4:00 - 5:15 pm
The theme this year is the nativity story. Kids will be paired up to tell a part of the story with their sugary creations.
LW Youth Christmas Caroling, December 11, 4:00 - 6:00 pm
Visiting nursing homes and houses in the neighborhood to spread holiday cheer with songs and smiles. 
Youth Orchestra Opportunity
Youth Orchestral Ensemble will be practicing during the month of January, to play in worship on February 5. Sign 
up now here so that we can assemble the best instruments to make beautiful music together. 

http:// livingwordumc.org/news
https://livingwordumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/bc04efb9-8e9d-4e33-a491-56106dc6ea60
mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://here
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nextgen ministries cont.

For more information on LW Kids or LW Youth, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

And don't forget to mark your calendar for some really amazing 
summer events!
● Camp for upper elementary, middle, and high school youth 
(June 5-10) 
● Vacation Bible School for our younger kids (June 26-30) 
● Service-learning trip to Charleston, WV for our youth (July 23-28)

Andy Langdon, Director of NextGen Ministries

College Pie Night, December 20, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
College aged kids who are home for the holidays are 
welcomed home with a slice of pie and reconnection 
conversation. 

Christmas Day and New Year's Day Worship at 11:00 am
Nursery, Preschool, LW Kids, and LW Youth will not meet 
on December 25 or January 1. An activity bag is available 
to help kids engage with worship. An unstaffed respite 
room (right outside the Worship Center doors) is available 
so parents can still participate in worship.

https://livingwordumc.org/journey/
mailto:alangdon%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


nextgen ministries in november
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november at living word
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