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in worship
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Follow us:

Sundays In-Person
9:00 AM | Traditional Worship Service

10:30 AM | Contemporary Worship Service

Sunday, January 8
Make Me An Instrument of Peace - Prayer of St. Francis 1

Sunday, January 15
 Christ With Me - Prayer of St. Patrick

Sunday, January 22 
Teach Me to Seek You - Prayer of St. Anselm

Sunday, January 29
 You Are the Most High - Prayer of St. Francis 2

Upcoming Sermon Series - January 8 - February 19

GriefShare Begins 
February 6

GriefShare begins Monday, 
February 6, from 6:30 - 8:30 
pm. GriefShare is a special 
seminar and support group 
for people grieving the loss 
of someone close. This 
group is facilitated by people 
who understand what you 

are experiencing and want to offer you comfort and encouragement 
during this difficult time. If you are interested in attending this 13-
week course, please register at livingwordumc.org/news or contact Val 
Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at 636-821-2823.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://twitter.com/livingwordumc
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
http://livingwordumc.org/news
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
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pastor's pen
She Needs To Sort Out Her Priorities

I’m a bit of a Harry Potter fan.  The series of movies began at a time when I could 
take my young son to see the movies and as Harry grew, so did my son.  It was fun 
to watch them both grow up and it became a special time when JD (my son) and 
I went to see each new movie on opening day.  In the original movie, Hermione 
says, “If you don’t mind, I’m going to bed before either of you come up with 
another clever idea to get us killed, or worse, expelled.” To which Ron replies, 
“She needs to sort out her priorities.”  It’s just one of those classic lines from a 
movie that has always stuck with me and caused a grin every time I think of it.

Sorting out my priorities has always been important to me.  The other day, Greg mentioned in his sermon that we 
are two very different personality types.  That’s an understatement.  The way our differences has been stated by 
another person is that I’m “Get it done” and he’s “Get it done right.”  The issue for me is that while I have a default 
toward action, if I don’t make plans and stick to them, I’ll end up with a “don’t just sit there, do something… anything.”  
Sometimes that’s productive.  Other times that ends up unproductive or even counterproductive.  So, I set goals and 
priorities.  I do so daily with a “to do” list I keep on my computer and annually with goal setting with our Leadership 
Board.

Below I’d like to outline our 2023 Priorities.  These are the matters which I will focus on during the year.
•  Strengthen our Financial position:  Create an ongoing campaign to promote Living Word’s Endowment Fund.  Living 
Word has an endowment fund that has not yet been promoted for growth of the fund.  We are at a proper age for a 
congregation (60 years) when income to an endowment can begin to be expected.  This will assure the future of Living 
Word for our children and grandchildren.  This will be an ongoing process which will begin in the spring of this year.

•  Implement Redesign of Staff Structure: As our Executive Pastor retires, using the recommendations of the staffing 
task force, implement a redesign of the staff structure. Beginning this past summer, a task force of the Leadership 
Board and other Living Word members gathered for the purpose of looking to our future in staffing.  Pastor Greg is 
retiring and, while we can’t replace someone like Greg, we must staff the church for the future.  We looked at budget, 
pastoral leadership as well as the other tasks Greg undertakes.  Final decisions on staffing won’t be made until we 
have a clear picture of the Estimates of Giving for 2023.  Suffice to say, we have been planning since Greg made the 
announcement.

•  Increase our connection to our online congregation: Develop our “Creek Valley” site relationship as a model to create 
two more retirement community sites.  Ever since Creek Valley Retirement Community began streaming our worship 
service in their in-house theater, I have been intrigued by the possibility of entering into a deeper relationship with 
the residents there.  At the same time, this may become a model for future ministry at other retirement communities 
in our region.  The former model of enticing people to “come” to church went away during the pandemic (and even 
before).  This might be a way we can enter our community with the Love of Christ.  This project will begin in January, 
and I am open to ideas, suggestions, and assistance.  Let’s talk.

•  Redesign of our Mission Ministry and Miracle Offering: With the Mission Team, redesign our Mission Ministry in 
light of post-pandemic realities.  In 2018 we reformatted the way we distribute the Christmas Miracle Offering.  The 
Ghana Project, formerly the sole beneficiary of the offering, had a balance of over $250,000 and a temporarily slowed 
spend rate.  We quickly realized and assembled a team of Living Word members to consider this concern.  The result 
was a plan for our Missions Ministries that would provide both funds for local mission engagement while keeping the 
Ghana Project as a beneficiary.  Grant requests were accepted, and decisions were made on several categories but 
mostly on seeking an answer to the question “If you had both the funds to do a new ministry and the volunteers to 
complete it, what would you do different?”  Our idea being that we didn’t only desire to fund projects but to create 
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opportunities for your involvement.  The way mission agencies operated during COVID changed significantly.  Many of 
the ministry engagement possibilities have not returned.  It’s necessary for the church to ask, “in light of the changes 
in the way local missions operate, how can we best serve our community, nation, and world through the Miracle 
Offering?”  We expect to answer that by the fall of this year.

•  Implement a Counseling Center at Living Word: Engage a Licensed Counselor, working as an independent contractor 
and through a non-profit organization.  Without a doubt the world changed in March of 2020.  That change has been 
felt in each of us.  At the same time, we had a polarizing election season and a proliferation of social media (which 
seemed more anti-social than uniting). Mental health was already an important topic but like other concerns, the 
pandemic accelerated the need for a response.  Churches once took the leadership in physical health through the 
construction of hospitals and training of doctors.  (Did you know that the original Barnes Hospital was a Methodist 
institution?)  The time is well past that churches should take the lead in establishing mental health centers.  Living 
Word won’t be the first.  I’ve been aware of these for most of my adult life.  It’s our turn and you should expect to 
hear more by Easter.  

That’s a list of some very important things to look forward to.  At the same time, you’ll still experience passionate 
worship, intentional discipleship, compassionate congregational care, engaging ministry to our youth and children, 
and all the other ministries to which you are accustomed.  Please feel free to contact me with any ideas or questions.

In Christ’s Love and Wishing you a Blessed 2023,

Pastor David
disrael@livingwordumc.org

pastor's pen CONT.

In 2022, Living Word's Ghana Project successfully completed 23 
boreholes, including mechanized projects at Zebilla, Yendi, and Gnaani.  
Here's a look at some of the construction!

missions

mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Prayer Requests
Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. To add a prayer to the list below or to stay on 
the prayer list for more than two weeks, please complete the online form at livingwordumc.org/mylw, or email 
Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, please 
contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 
On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.  

Please keep the following people in your prayers: For more prayer 
information: 

livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To add a person to 
the prayer list: 

livingwordumc.org/mylw

Pat Primm 
Sandra Lewis
Karen Tanaka
Mitch Mitchell
Bill Reichter
Art Schnatterly 

Nini Schneider
Jim Kionka 
Kathy Westholt 
Naomi Seacoy  
Aubrey O’Sullivan 
Traci Bergmeier 

Norton Family 
Fowler Family 
Celeste Kocot 
Coleman Family 
Young Family 
Marty Schnatterly 

For more information on Living Word Congregational Care Ministries, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

congregational care

The Graber and Polles families on the passing of Glenn Graber 
The Roberson and Young families on the passing of Betty Roberson

Stephen Ministry Training
Every day you see people who are hurting: those who have lost a job, lost a loved one, gone through a divorce, 
or are battling a terminal illness. Stephen Ministers are specially trained lay members of our church who provide 
Christian caregiving and support for people who are facing various situations in their lives. You may have seen 
the ministry of Stephen Ministers here at Living Word for over 20 years. Have you thought that perhaps you 
would like to participate in this ministry? The next Stephen Minister training class will begin in January. If you 
would like to participate in this training, visit livingwordumc.org/news for more information.

In addition, if you need to talk to someone about working with a Stephen Minister for a situation in your life, 
contact Carol Baum, Stephen Minister Leader, at baumr17@gmail.com.

Victor Jinkerson 
Terry Reed 
Len Tamborski 
Bert Tamborski 

30 Days of Cancer Prayer
Cancer Companions will once again conduct 30 days of cancer 
prayers beginning at the end of January that continues through 
February.  There will be a table in the lobby with details on 
how to sign up to receive daily text messages of cancer prayers.  
Congregational Care will also be creating a prayer chain for those 
with a cancer diagnosis, their loved ones, caregivers, and medical 
staff.  

Seeing God in Your Cancer Journey
Seeing God in Your Cancer Journey will begin in the spring. This 
study encourages anyone with a cancer diagnosis, their caregivers, 
and family members and gives them a chance to discover all that 
Christ hungers to share with them in the midst of their cancer 
struggle. For more information, contact Val Novatny, Director of 
Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.

http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/care
https://livingwordumc.org/care/
http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
https://livingwordumc.org/caring-ministries/
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:baumr17%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Important Information

Worship Attendance
     December 4:     in-person - 317, online - 312
     December 11:   in-person - 313, online - 237
     December 18:   in-person - 296, online - 181
     December 18:   in-person - 400, online - 656

(The Joy of Christmas Concert)
     December 24:   in-person - 570, online - 283

(Christmas Eve)
    December 25:   in-person - 147, online - 125

Living Word Men's Club - Special Activity
Men of all ages are invited to join the Men's Club on 
Tuesday, January 10, to enjoy 35 acres of lights at 
Santa's Magical Kingdom at Jellystone Park. Please 
RSVP by 1/6/23 with Steve Ernst at 314-920-2840 so 
he can plan for sack dinners to take along and church 
bus for transportation. The bus will leave at 6:30 pm.Living Word Early Childhood Center

Registration Begins January 23
Living Word Early Childhood Center registration for the 
2023-24 school year begins  the week of January 23. 
For over 27 years, ECC has offered developmentally 
appropriate classes for children ages 15 months to 6 
years of age. For more information or to set up a tour, 
please call 636-821-2861 or visit livingwordumc.org/
ecc.

For more information visit livingwordumc.org/news

Coffee with the Pastor - January 15 
If you are new to Living Word and would like to learn 
more, come to the next Coffee with the Pastor on 
Sunday, January 15, at 10:00 am. This casual get-
together with Pastor David allows you to ask any 
questions you might have. Coffee is provided.

Church Family News
For more information on 

membership at Living Word, 
please contact Pastor Greg 

Finfrock at 
gfinfrock@livingwordumc.org

We welcome Stacy Stewart into 
church membership. Stacy is married 
to Mike and has three children; Alyssa, 
Ashley, and Ava. Stacy is employed 
by Bayer as an IT Lead. She is active 
with the Wesley Ringers and NextGen 
Ministries at Living Word. Welcome 
Stacy!

Leadership Board
We thank Tim 
Polles (chair) and 
Dave Emshoff for 
their tenure on the 
Leadership Board for 
the past three years.  
The Leadership Board 
for 2023 is Greg 
Rush – Chair, Nancy 
Cleve – Lay Leader, 

David Israel – Lead Pastor, Greg Finfrock – Executive 
Pastor, Jen Faust, Shannon Hauri, Linda Poertner, Paul 
Skornia, John Vargas, Jim Ritts, Jerri Ann Emert, and 
Jamie Smith.
The Leadership Board consists of nine members 
of the church that have been nominated by the 
Nominations Committee and approved by the Charge 
Conference. It also includes the Lead Pastor and the 
Executive Pastor. The Board is responsible for working 
with the congregation, the ordained ministers and 
the staff of Living Word to achieve our Vision to make 
disciples for Jesus Christ by becoming a church of 
invitation. You are always welcome to attend the non-
confidential portion of the Board meeting, the third 
Monday of each month at 6:30 pm.

http://livingwordumc.org/ecc
http://livingwordumc.org/ecc
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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nextgen ministries
Together

You can see the joy of the Christmas season in the LW Youth and LW Kids 
activities. And it was busy. Youth and children sang in choirs. Kids made 
ornaments based on the advent lessons. Youth made cookies, gingerbread 
houses that told the story of Jesus’ birth, and joyful music with bells and 
Boomwhackers. Parents were treated to a night out. Preschool-aged families 
celebrated with breakfast with Santa and other chapel moments. College 
students came home and reconnected over a slice of pie.  

One moment stands out to me as an important symbol of the season, where 
we have been, and the direction we’re moving. During our caroling night, our 
youth traveled to Gambrill Gardens and sang in their Chapel. Good thing we reserved that big room because we 
brought 40 carolers and there were probably 60 residents who joined us. After singing several carols, we paused the 
activity for an intentional moment of friendship. We invited youth to sit next to residents, introduce themselves, and 
talk about favorite Christmas traditions. These types of interactions have been rare in the last few years and spirited 
conversations sprung up all over the room. After a few moments, we instructed the kids to stay seated next to their 
new friends as we all sang Silent Night together. The only thing more beautiful than music was the sight of young and 
old sitting alongside one another in unity. 

This is the direction that we’re moving: TOGETHER. 

Here’s a few of the upcoming events for 2023 that we hope you join us for: 

Vacation Bible School (VBS), June 26-30 for PreK-Elementary-aged kids. Blast off with us as we explore a space- 
themed VBS this summer.

Camp Eagle Sky, June 5-10 for upper elementary-aged kids-teenagers (ages 8-18). Our kids spend a week at camp 
with other Methodist friends from the region. The resort-style camp has everything a kid could want, including the 
time and people that point kids to a faithful relationship with Jesus. The cost of the camp is $450 using the code at 
registration, “Living Word 23”. Registering by January 31 also receives an additional $100 early bird discount. 
For more information on Kids Camp (ages 8-12) or Teen Camp (ages 12-18, who have completed 6th grade) visit 
eaglesky.com.

Youth Service Learning Trip, July 23-28 for current 6-12th graders. We’ll be part of sharing God’s love and kindness 
in the world as we help others, deepen friendships and make memories. The trip will partner with Youthworks to 
Charleston, WV. Housing, transportation, leadership, and service projects are included in the $300 trip cost. The 
deadline to sign up is January 22 with a $100 deposit. Visit livingwordumc.org/news for more information. Friends 
are always welcome at LW Youth events. 

Confirmation, Sundays beginning January 8, from 11:45-1:15 pm for 7th graders (and older). This 12-session class 
helps kids learn about God and the promises of baptism. Many of our kids are already baptized, and this class helps 
them own their faith, and say yes to a faithful life with God. At the end of the class, students affirm their baptism (or 
get baptized). It’s a great opportunity for kids to grow in their faith, develop some deeper friendships at church, and 
an opportunity to ask questions to personalize their relationship with God.

Now that we’re back in January, we’re back to our usual schedule. LW Kids meet on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 
nights. LW Youth gather on Sundays for Daybreak in the morning and Youth Group in the afternoon.

Andy Langdon, Director of NextGen Ministries
alangdon@livingwordumc.org
612-703-8121 (cell)

http://eaglesky.com
http://livingwordumc.org/news
http://alangdon@livingwordumc.org
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For more information on LW Kids or LW Youth, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

https://livingwordumc.org/journey/
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