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Follow us:

Sundays In-Person
9:00 AM | Traditional Worship Service

10:30 AM | Contemporary Worship Service

Sunday, February 5
You Paid the Debt of Adam - Prayer of St. Gregory

Sunday, February 12
 A Covenant Prayer - Prayer of John Wesley

Sunday, February 19
Serenity Prayer - Prayer of Reinhold Niebuhr

Current Sermon Series February 5 - February 19

40 Days with Jesus:  A Study on the Life of Christ
Ash Wednesday (7:00 pm), February 22

Wilderness Temptation

Sunday, February 26
 A Child Savior

Upcoming Sermon Series February 22 - April 9

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://twitter.com/livingwordumc
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
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pastor's pen
Improvise, Adapt and Overcome

The title of this article has it’s roots in the United States Marines, but it may easily define 
the history of Living Word Church.  In the 15 years since Ellisville United Methodist 
Church moved to Wildwood and changed our name to Living Word, challenges have 
been ever before us.  A housing boom was expected to take place in Wildwood when 
Living Word opened its doors in 2008.  That didn’t happen.  Instead, a crash in the 
housing market (more accurately a crash in the lending market) was coupled with 
zoning rules in Wildwood causing a halt to the boom that was expected.  Living Word 
didn’t see the growth that was expected.

Eventually growth returned and Living Word began to see commensurate growth in 
our worship attendance and membership.  That is, right up to the pandemic.  This interruption in in-person attendance has been 
combined with changes in life patterns causing a limited return to worship ever since.  To put it into raw numbers, Living Word 
was averaging about 550 on a Sunday pre-pandemic.  We have “recovered” to a post-pandemic around 300 in-person at the 
present.  Our online numbers have been strong, and we’ve seen growth in the number of new families attending, so all signs 
currently point to a strong future.

In the times when things are in a downturn, church staff, leadership, and our many volunteers have found the need to be creative 
and adaptive to do ministry in a way that advances the ministry while being aware of the current realities.  That’s the case now 
and I’d like to share some more of those realities with you.

In 2022, Living Word’s Leadership Board passed a budget of about $2.5 million.  Included in that was presumed income from a 
government program titled “Employee Retention Tax Credit.”  In essence, we kept our employees on during the pandemic and 
the Federal Government was providing relief against our employment taxes.  We don’t expect that this year.  It was about 10% 
of income last year.  Additionally, we have funds invested in the market.  The market handed us a net loss in the past year.  These 
funds are the ones we use for large building expenses.  In 2020 we repaved our parking lot for about $200,000 and we paid cash 
because we have this “Trustee Fund.”  In 2021 we spend around $275,000 on new heating and cooling units.  Again, we didn’t 
need a loan because we had funds set aside for this purpose.  This account took a significant hit in the market and to prevent 
us from deferring maintenance on the building in the future, our budget has to make up for it through our annual giving.  This 
combined with the lower expected offerings due to the lower in-house attendance means that our budget for 2023 is closer to 
$2 million.  That’s a lot to make up and tough decisions needed to be made.

Most of the changes being made are being done so in human resources.  As you are aware, Pastor Greg will be retiring at 
the end of June.  Many churches our size do not have an Associate Pastor so it makes sense that we will not be replacing the 
position.  Additionally, as announced in an email I sent out a few weeks ago, I released Pastor Greg’s Administrative Assistant in 
a “reduction in force.”  Clare Guthrie was a valued employee, and it will be difficult to absorb the work she did into remaining 
staff.  Clare was given a strong reference and a good separation package.  I believe she will find employment before those funds 
are depleted.

On the Thursday before we presented the finalized budget to the Leadership Board, Greg and I were talking about how we would 
make up the remaining shortfall in our budget.  I made an offhanded remark that it would be by attrition as someone else might 
resign over time.  I did not intend to be prophetic.  The very next Monday, Val Novatny came into my office to inform me that it 
was time for her to retire.  My heart dropped to my shoes.  We had this discussion a few times over the last 5 years so I wasn’t 
shocked.  Right now we are looking at the end of April or May for Val’s last day on staff.  While her retirement is not related to the 
budget constraints, at this time we will not seek to replace her with a paid staff member.  Please read Val’s article in this edition 
of the Beacon for more information.

One of the things Val addresses in her article is that part of the reason she feels comfortable leaving is that much of what she 
does is already being done by a strong cadre of dedicated volunteers.  These servants of Christ have stepped up to assure that 
the mission of the church takes place.  I’m so thankful for them, and for all who serve Christ at Living Word.

In the end, it’s right to ask, “how much money does it take to run a church.” The more appropriate question is “how effective can 
we be at improvising and adapting so the mission of the church is lived out in the lives all who call this their church home.  And 
how can we best serve our community, nation, and world with the funds God has provided to be expended in the effort.”  Living 
Word is well positioned for a very strong future, so long as we never allow our focus to be off Christ.

Shalom,
Pastor Dave
disrael@livingwordumc.org

mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


3

message from the heart

We’re All in This Together!

As Pastor David mentioned in his article, I’ll be stepping down as Director of 
Congregational Care later this spring.  My life is at the point where retirement is 
near, the house is empty, and time with family is more important than ever.  God has 
been telling me this for a while now, so I am finally listening to Him.  The timing of 
my departure also helps with the church’s budget, as this position will not be filled.

However, my focus of this message is completely on what Congregational Care was about, what it will continue to be, 
and the gratitude I have for being able to serve in this ministry for over 5 years.  I have repeatedly communicated to the 
congregation that caring for each other doesn’t rest solely on the shoulders of the pastors.  As a church family, we are all 
responsible for stepping up when we see someone in need of care.

So, so many of our church members, their family, and their friends have been cared for by Living Word’s care ministries.  
I’ve seen firsthand prayers being answered, physical and spiritual healing, lives being transformed by God’s hand, and love 
spread by simple acts of kindness to those in need.  When I accepted this position, never did it cross my mind that it would 
be these moments that I would experience and treasure the most.  I truly have the best “job” in ministry!

What about the future of these care ministries? Most of the ministries under Congregational Care already have lay persons 
as their leaders and will continue seamlessly. There are a few ministries that are still in need a lay person to lead (hint!).  
Currently, over 100 people participate in these care ministries…That’s a lot of helpers!  This momentum needs to keep 
going.

Although there will no longer be a dedicated staff member supporting these ministries, there is no reason for these 
ministries to not continue.  My main task before stepping down is to make sure these ministries can be self-supporting 
with amazing leaders to take the wheel.  If you are able to help or lead with one of the caring ministries, please let Pastor 
David or me know right away.  We can tell you where the help is most needed.

Finally…
To those of you on the Prayer Team, Stephen Ministry Team, Support Groups, Visitation Team, Meal Team, Memorial Team, 
Card Team, Prayer Shawl Team, THANK YOU.  It has been an honor to serve God alongside each of you. 

To those of you that have let me into your lives during difficult and joyful times to support you and pray for you, THANK 
YOU. You will always be my brothers and sisters in Christ.

To my staff family, THANK YOU for making each day at the office an adventure.  Although I may not be there daily to check 
in on you, I’ll still be around as your Number One volunteer to call on and to bring in chocolate when it runs low.

And always remember:
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from 
God.” 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Shalom,

Valerie Novatny
Director of Congregational Care
vnovatny@livingwordumc.org

mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Prayer Requests
Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. To add a prayer to the list below or to stay on 
the prayer list for more than two weeks, please complete the online form at livingwordumc.org/mylw, or email 
Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, please 
contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 
On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.  

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
For more prayer 

information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To add a person to 
the prayer list: 

livingwordumc.org/mylw

Laura Yoffie
Mitch Mitchell
Bill Reichter

Art Schnatterly 
Marty Schnatterly 
Anthony MacWhinnie

For more information on Living Word Congregational Care Ministries, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

congregational care
GriefShare meets Mondays Begins February 6 

GriefShare is a special seminar and support group for people 
grieving the loss of someone close. This group is facilitated by 
people who understand what you are experiencing and want to 
offer you comfort and encouragement during this difficult time. If 
you are interested in attending this 13-week course, please register 
at livingwordumc.org/news or contact Director of Congregational 
Care, Val Novatny, at 636-821-2823. There is no fee for this class.

30 Days of Cancer Prayer
It's not too late to sign up for 30 days of cancer prayers! You 
can sign up to receive daily text messages of cancer prayers at 
www.30dayscancerprayer.com or text "CANCER" TO 57838.  Con-
gregational Care will also be creating a prayer chain for those with 
a cancer diagnosis, their loved ones, caregivers, and medical staff.  

Seeing God in Your Cancer Journey
Seeing God in Your Cancer Journey will begin  weekly on Mondays, 
6:30 – 8:30 pm, April 3 – May 30 (Tuesday).  Participants can join 
at any time. You may meet with the group in person or virtually.  
Each class consists of devotionals, videos, and discussions relating 
to the topics of faith, questions, healing, prayer, stress reduction, 
relationships, communication, and healthy living.. This study 
encourages anyone with a cancer diagnosis, their caregivers, and 
family members and gives them a chance to discover all that Christ 
hungers to share with them in the midst of their cancer struggle. For 
more information, contact Val Novatny, Director of Congregational 
Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.

Nini Schneider
Jim Kionka 
Aubrey O’Sullivan 

The Young family on the passing of Dana Young’s brother, Paul Young 
The Derickson family, on the passing of Todd Derickson’s mother,
     Gail Derickson
The Jenkins and Hites families for the passing of Della Jenkins’ father, 
     Paul Hites

Traci Bergmeier 
Brad Ford 
Mike Turner 

http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/care
https://livingwordumc.org/care/
http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
https://livingwordumc.org/caring-ministries/
https://livingwordumc.org/griefshare-begins-february-6/
http://www.30dayscancerprayer.com
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Important Information

Worship Attendance
     January 1: in-person - 183, online - 216
     January 8: in-person - 322, online - 309
     January 15: in-person - 317, online - 224
     January 22: in-person - 356, online - 270
     January 29: in-person - 338, online - 157

Miracle Offering
Once again the faithfulness of the people of Living Word has come through.  Each year, our Christmas Eve offering 
is dedicated to mission ministry beyond the doors of our church.  This means that 100% of this offering is given 
away to designated missions and our offering this year was $92,808.03!  What a way to bless others with a 
portion of which we’ve been blessed.

This year’s recipients, as announced earlier, are HavenHouse St. Louis, Circle of Concern, Sweet Babies (a new 
ministry for us), Meramec Elementary School, and The Ghana Project.  Checks will be delivered this month and 
we look forward to the ways we enter into hands on mission alongside these partners.  Thank you to all of you 
who contributed and thanks in advance for all of you who will work in these missions in 2023.

Living Word Early Childhood Center
Living Word Early Childhood Center registration for 
the 2023-24 school year has begun! For over 29 
years, ECC has offered developmentally appropriate 
classes for children ages 15 months to 6 years of age. 
For more information or to set up a tour, please call 
636-821-2861 or visit livingwordumc.org/ecc.

For more information visit 
livingwordumc.org/news

Coffee with the Pastor - February 19 
If you are new to Living Word and would like to learn 
more, come to the next Coffee with the Pastor on 
Sunday, February 19, at 10:00 am. This casual get-
together with Pastor David allows you to ask any 
questions you might have. Coffee is provided.

Pick up a yard sign at the lower level to help 
promote our awesome preschool!

Love Gifts 
Before you throw them away...please consider 
donating your Christmas cards and all occasion cards. 
A drop box is located at the bottom of the stairs at 
the lower level. Mary Martha Circle will use the cards 
for "love gifts" for residents of care facilities, Agape 
House, Circle of Concern, and local projects. There 
were a total of 3200 love gifts distributed in 2022. 
Mary Martha hopes that in 2023, their tenth year of 
this program, they will produce even more!

missions

Ash Wednesday Worship & LW Kids
Living Word’s Ash Wednesday Worship Service will be 
at 7:00 pm on February 22. 
• LW Kids (grades K - 5th grade) begins at 6:30 pm. 
• Preschool Kids (ages 3 - 5) are invited to join LW
    Kids at the LW Kids tables in the Worship Center at 
    7:00 pm.
• The Nursery is available at 7:00 pm for ages two and 
   under. All are welcome!

Men's Club 
Living Word Men! Join the Men's Club on Monday, 
February 6 at 6:30 pm for an interesting history into the 
Copper Mule, a century farm in Hermann, MO, where 
bourbon has been distilled for three generations.  Don 
and Jeanne Gosen, former members of Living Word, 
will share their story including the history and journey 
in this new business venture. Bring your spouse or 
guest. Please RSVP with Steve Ernst at 314-920-2840, 
so Mary Martha Circle plan the meal.

http://livingwordumc.org/ecc
http://livingwordumc.org/news
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Church Family News

Do you have questions about 
Living Word? Come to Coffee 

with the Pastor on February 19 at 
10:00 am with Pastor Dave.

 For more information on 
membership at Living Word, 
please contact Pastor Greg 

Finfrock at gfinfrock@
livingwordumc.org.

What is Journey?
Journey is an initiative to improve participation in 
ministry activities at Living Word that will lead you 
to develop new personal connections and develop a 
deeper faith in Jesus Christ. 

journey

Do you want to dive deeper into the Bible, or do a book study? Are you looking for a support group? Would you 
like to find a way to serve? If you’re not sure, Connection Coaches can help you find a place to connect in a group 
or by finding a way to serve. Visit livingwordumc.org/journey. There you will find steps for your faith journey 
and how to connect with a Connection Coach. We are here to help! Stop by the Welcome Desk in the lobby on 
Sunday mornings. 

There is also a convenient "Journey Wall" in the lobby. (pictured 
on left). The picture frames represent a ministry area. The ministry 
areas are Adult Learn, Caring Ministries, Celebrate, LW Kids, Music, 
In-Church Service, Missions, Social Groups, LW Youth, and Worship. 
For example, if you were interested in the Usher, Communion, 
Refreshment, or Hospitality Teams (and more), simply use your 
smartphone's camera feature to scan the QR Code located on the 
In-Church Service picture frame. This will direct you to the In-Church 
Service page of the Living Word website (livingwordumc.org). There 
you will find all of the ways to serve in Sunday morning service teams, 
information about the teams, and the contact information of the 
team leaders.

Stop by this Sunday and try it out! We'd love to help.

Mike and Pam Poston
Living Word welcomes Mike 
and Pam Poston into church 
membership. Mike and Pam are 
both retired. Mike's hobbies 
are golf, hunting, reading, and 
history. Pam enjoys reading, 
fitness, decorating, cooking, 
grandkids, and volunteering. 
Welcome Mike and Pam!

Andy, Becky, Jacob, 
and Drew Langdon

Living Word welcomes Andy 
and Becky Langdon into church 
membership. Andy is the Director of 
NextGen Ministries at Living Word. 
Becky is employed as a Project 
Manager at Elsevier. They have two 
sons, Jacob and Drew. Jacob is  in 8th 
grade and Drew is in 5th grade. They 
recently moved to Ellisville from 
Davenport, IA. Welcome Langdons!

Gil and Gean Ann Harris
Living Word welcomes Gil and 
Gean Ann Harris into church 
membership. Gil and Gean 
Ann are retired and join us for 
worship online. Gil's hobbies are  
audio books and drums. Gean 
Ann enjoys crafts, biology, and 
gardening. Welcome Gil and 
Gean Ann!

mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/journey
http://livingwordumc.org





