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Follow us:

Current Sermon Series

40 Days with Jesus:  A Study on the Life of Christ

            Sunday, March 5  Sunday, March 19 
            How It All Began          People Along the Way

         Sunday, March 12              Sunday, March 26
      Teaching and Healing  Bread and Light

Worship Online
* Watch worship livestream on Sunday at 9:00 am and 10:30 am at 

livingwordumc.online.church 
* View the recording of worship after 12:00 pm Sunday at 

livingwordumc.org/worship 
* View live or on delay through Facebook at 

facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
NEW * View on delay through YouTube at 

youtube.com/@livingwordumc9230

Community Easter Egg Hunt
Living Word is joining with the 
Wildwood Business Association 
on Sunday, April 2, for a 
Community Easter Egg Hunt at 
Living Word from 2:00 – 4:00 pm. 
Everyone is invited! Come and 
enjoy the egg hunt and much 
more hosted by local businesses. 
In addition, help Living Word 
welcome the community! Sign 
up to volunteer for registration 
and help with the egg hunts at 
livingwordumc.org/news.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://twitter.com/livingwordumc
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
https://www.youtube.com/@livingwordumc9230
http://livingwordumc.online.church
http://livingwordumc.org/worship
http://p 
http://facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
http://youtube.com/@livingwordumc9230
https://livingwordumc.org/blessing/
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pastor's pen
Purpose and Belonging

In a recent sermon, I talked about two needs Jesus addresses for us. They are both 
fundamental needs that even today, psychologists and sociologists would agree are 
fundamentally part of all people. I believe that when Jesus and the psycho/social 
community can agree on something we can assume it’s a part of our created nature. 
God made us that way. The two needs to which I’m referring are the “need to belong” 
and the “need for purpose.” (“Purpose” can be stated as “significance,” “meaning,” 
or any other related term.) I followed up by sharing how Living Word, as the Body of 
Christ, aids you in belonging and purpose. As these are fundamental needs then the 
fundamental purpose of the church is to give you a place to belong and a place to find 
meaningful service. (You can find that message here: https://livingwordumc.org/traditional-worship-2-26-23-sermon-40-days-
with-jesus-a-study-on-the-life-of-christ/. I begin at about the 18 minute mark, but the music is wonderful and worth you taking 
the time to listen to the first 18 minutes.)

Let me set aside the conversation about “purpose” and address the issue of “belonging.” This is part of the full-disclosure I’ve 
stated that your Leadership Board will pursue. Each time we meet I want to share with you what has happened, especially 
related to the ongoing struggles within the United Methodist Church (UMC). I won’t go deep into “what’s going on in the 
United Methodist Church?” as that will be the subject of next month’s discussion at the Board. However, we did talk about the 
presenting issue and I want to share a portion of that discussion.

I use the term “presenting issue” because it really isn’t the issue itself. It is a symptom of the issue that faces the UMC. It is the 
question related to the place of people who identify as LGBTQIA+ (Those whose sexuality is expressed in some form other than 
heterosexual.) It is the presenting issue because it represents a deep divide in the church over how we interpret scripture and 
what authority we give it. As I write that I’m also aware that there are those who would characterize my characterization as off-
base and hateful. I would say they are mistaken. It’s complicated.

During our Leadership Board meeting we looked at the seven places in scripture where the issue arises. They are: Genesis 19:1-
11, Leviticus 18:22, Leviticus 20:13, Romans 1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, and 1 Timothy 1:8-10. I encourage you to become 
familiar with these. As you do, note that the first passage is about Sodom and Gomorrah. Most reasonable people recognize that 
this is about forcible rape and has no place in the discussion about whether gay people (I use that as an umbrella term for the 
whole) in monogamous and loving relationships are within God’s grace. So we are left with the others. As I’ve shared before, I 
tend to have a rather orthodox/conservative view of scripture. I was also trained at a very progressive/liberal seminary. I know 
the arguments from both sides. The problem as I see it is that we all take a socio/cultural/political approach where we allow our 
presumptions to lead the conversation. We talked about the difficulty of allowing the scripture to speak to us (exegesis) instead 
of allowing our assumptions to interpret scripture (eisegesis… look those words up, they are important to the conversation.)

The Board had a robust conversation. It was an important start to our discernment of Living Word’s future. We anticipate this 
conversation lasting several months as we go forward and I’ll keep you abreast of the situation. Here are some action steps for 
you…
1) Look up those scriptures.
a. Google them and see the wide variety of interpretations.
2) Look up exegesis and eisegesis and become familiar with their meaning. Throw in “hermeneutic” as well. We did.
3) Let me know what you’re thinking. I want to hear from you. (Fair warning, I throw away anonymous notes without giving them 
a second thought. We need a conversation not a one-way monologue.)
4) Finally, communicate with the Leadership Board. Their names are all listed in another part of this edition. There’s also an email 
that goes to the Board Chair, Greg Rush. Feel free to communicate. It’s hard for them to represent you if they don’t know what 
you’re thinking.

I pray for Living Word and each of you all the time. I pray for the United Methodist Church and each of our individual churches.  
I implore you to do the same.

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Dave
disrael@livingwordumc.org

https://livingwordumc.org/traditional-worship-2-26-23-sermon-40-days-with-jesus-a-study-on-the-life-
https://livingwordumc.org/traditional-worship-2-26-23-sermon-40-days-with-jesus-a-study-on-the-life-
mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Prayer Requests
Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. To add a prayer to the list below or to stay on 
the prayer list for more than two weeks, please complete the online form at livingwordumc.org/mylw, or email 
Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. For pre-surgery prayer, please 
contact Val Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 
On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.  

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
For more prayer 

information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To add a person to 
the prayer list: 

livingwordumc.org/mylw

Amber Matronia
Debra Fischer
Rene Artman
Jared Corgan

Karen Lehmkuhl
Mitch Mitchell
Bill Reichter
Art Schnatterly 

For more information on Living Word Congregational Care Ministries, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

congregational care
Seeing God in Your Cancer Journey

Seeing God in Your Cancer Journey will begin  weekly on Mondays, 
6:30 – 8:30 pm, April 3 – May 30 (Tuesday).  Participants can join 
at any time. You may meet with the group in person or virtually.  
Each class consists of devotionals, videos, and discussions relating 
to the topics of faith, questions, healing, prayer, stress reduction, 
relationships, communication, and healthy living.. This study 

Marty Schnatterly 
Nini Schneider

The Sandberg and Schreiter families on the passing of Bonnie Schreiter
The Burkholder and Seibert families on the passing of Joan Burkholder

missions
Have you ever wondered how you could help someone who is homeless 
or needs a little assistance? Living Word has a special mission called 
Blessing Bags to help those in need. Items will be collected through 
March 26. Once the bags are created, they will be available on April 2 
for anyone who would care to share them. Here is the list!

• $10 fast food gift card, • Individual tissue packs, 
• Snacks (individually wrapped) - examples: Granola bars, Trail mix, 
Crackers, Beef jerky, Sugar free mints, Applesauce/ fruit,
• Toothbrush and case, • Toothpaste (2-4 oz.), • Deodorant (1-2 oz.), 
• Band-Aids (individual pack of 20-30), • Antibiotic ointment (.3-.5 oz.), 
• Sanitizing hand and face wipes (30-40 pack), • Hand lotion (4-8 oz.), 
• Sunscreen (4-8 oz.), • Disposable razor, • Shaving cream (4-5 oz.), 
• Brush and comb set, • Bandana, • Nail clippers, • Rain ponchos

encourages anyone with a cancer diagnosis, their caregivers, and family members and gives them a chance to 
discover all that Christ hungers to share with them in the midst of their cancer struggle. For more information, 
contact Val Novatny, Director of Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.

Donate a Virtual Blessing Bag- $30 donation – visit livingwordumc.org/blessing

http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/care
https://livingwordumc.org/care/
http://livingwordumc.org/mylw
https://livingwordumc.org/caring-ministries/
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:vnovatny%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http:// visit livingwordumc.org/blessing
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Important Information

Worship Attendance
     February   5: in-person - 352, online - 329
     February 12: in-person - 337, online - 290
     February 19: in-person - 339, online - 217
     February 22: in-person - 185, online - 228

(Ash Wednesday)
     February 26: in-person - 393, online - 193

Living Word Early Childhood Center
Living Word Early Childhood Center registration for 
the 2023-24 school year has begun! For over 29 
years, ECC has offered developmentally appropriate 
classes for children ages 15 months to 6 years of age. 
For more information or to set up a tour, please call 
636-821-2861 or visit livingwordumc.org/ecc.

ShelbyNEXT
ShelbyNEXT is software that Living Word uses that 
serves as a directory, calendar, check-in system, and 
a tool for your giving. Do you need help with the 
ShelbyNEXT app? Visit livingwordumc.org/shelbynext 
for information on getting started. For more assistance, 
stop by the Welcome Desk on Sunday mornings! We 
are here to help or contact Beth Balzraine, Director of 
Communications. For giving questions, please contact 
Director of Business Operations, Brad Locke.

For more information visit 
livingwordumc.org/news

Coffee with the Pastor - March 19 
If you are new to Living Word and would like to 
learn more, come to the next Coffee with the Pastor 
on Sunday, March 19, at 10:00 am. This casual get-
together with Pastor David allows you to ask any 
questions you might have. Coffee is provided.

Pick up a yard sign at the lower level to help 
promote our awesome preschool!

Living Word Men's Club - March 6 
The Men's Club will hold their monthly meeting 
on Monday, March 6. Dinner will be served at 6:30 
pm followed by a special presentation from Living 
Word member, Kevin Barger. He will talk about his 
motorcycle ministry and will share his powerful 
witness of how Jesus turned his life around and how 
he is paying it forward with his motorcycle ministry. 
All men and guests are invited. Please contact Steve 
Ernst to RSVP for dinner at 314-920-2840 or for more 
information.

In 2023, the Living Word Men’s Club is sponsoring 
three $1,500 scholarships in addition to the Ken 
Mann Memorial Scholarship award for $2,500 for 
new college, university, trade school, or seminary 
students. Applications and eligibility requirements are 
available at livingwordumc.org/news. The deadline 
for all entries is May 1. Winners will be announced 
in July.

2023 Living Word Men's Club Scholarship

Daylight Savings Time Begins
Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 12 at 
2:00 am. Don’t forget to set your clock forward one 
hour!

Red Cross Blood Drive at Living Word
Please consider donating blood at the upcoming 
blood drive at Living Word on Thursday, April 27, from 
2:00 pm – 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. To make an 
appointment for the blood drive at Living Word, visit 
redcross.org and search by LWUMC. 

http://livingwordumc.org/ecc
http://livingwordumc.org/shelbynext
mailto:bbalzraine%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:BLocke%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/news
https://livingwordumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-Mens-Club-Scholarship.pdf
http://redcross.org
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Church Family News

Groves and Carol Cooke
Living Word welcomes Groves 
and Carol Cooke into church 
membership. They are transferring 
their membership from The River 
at Eureka. They are both retired. 
Groves enjoys golf, tractors, biking, 
and music while Carol enjoys 
biking, gardening, and needlework. 
Welcome Groves and Carol!

Taylor and Laura Reich
Living Word welcomes Taylor 
and Laura Reich into church 
membership. They are transferring 
their membership from Manchester 
UMC. Taylor is employed at 
Propper Asset Management. Laura 
is employed at Aging Ahead. They 
have two children, Owen, who is 
in 6th grade, and Norah, who is 
in second grade. Welcome Taylor, 
Laura, Owen, and Norah!!

Marsha Bleedorn
Living Word welcomes  Marsha 
Bleedorn into church membership. 
She is transferring her membership 
from St. Martha’s Catholic Church 
in Kingwood, TX. Marsha is married 
to Tom. She is retired and enjoys 
reading, hiking, scrapbooking, 
sewing, and cooking. Welcome 
Marsha!

Linda Sherron
Living Word welcomes  Linda 
Sherron into church membership. 
She is transferring her membership 
from The River at Eureka. Linda is 
retired and enjoys Silver Sneakers, 
gardening, flowers, and birds. 
Welcome Linda!

Ron and Lisa Rucker
Living Word welcomes  Ron 
and Lisa Rucker into church 
membership. They are transferring 
their membership from The River 
at Eureka. Ron is employed by 
Carmody MacDonald and Lisa is 
employed by Italgrani. Ron enjoys 
sailing, golfing, bird hunting, and 
the lake. Lisa enjoys the lake, 
family, and working. Welcome Ron 
and Lisa!

John and Cathy Jones
Living Word welcomes  John 
and Cathy Jones into church 
membership. They are transferring 
their membership from  The River 
at Eureka. John is self-employed 
in sales. Cathy works for the 
Rockwood School District. They 
spend their free time enjoying their 
grandchildren and their events. 
John sings with the Worship Choir. 
Welcome John and Cathy!
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What is Journey?
Journey is an initiative to improve participation in 
ministry activities at Living Word that will lead you 
to develop new personal connections and develop a 
deeper faith in Jesus Christ. 

journey

Do you want to dive deeper into the Bible, or do a book study? Are you looking for a support group? Would you 
like to find a way to serve? If you’re not sure, Connection Coaches can help you find a place to connect in a group 
or by finding a way to serve. Visit livingwordumc.org/journey. There you will find steps for your faith journey 
and how to connect with a Connection Coach. We are here to help! Stop by the Welcome Desk in the lobby on 
Sunday mornings. 

Do you have questions about 
Living Word? Come to Coffee 

with the Pastor on March 19 at 
10:00 am with Pastor Dave.

 For more information on 
membership at Living Word, 
please contact Pastor Greg 

Finfrock at gfinfrock@
livingwordumc.org.

Jim and Cathy Stebor
Living Word welcomes Jim 
and Cathy Stebor into church 
membership. They are transferring 
their membership from The River 
at Eureka. Jim and Cathy are both 
retired. Jim enjoys golf and boating 
while Cathy enjoys reading, walking, 
and yoga. Welcome Jim and Cathy!

Church Family News cont.

Greg Rush – Chair
Nancy Cleve – Lay Leader
David Israel – Lead Pastor
Greg Finfrock – Executive Pastor
Jen Faust
Shannon Hauri

Linda Poertner
Paul Skornia
John Vargas
Jim Ritts
Jerri Ann Emert
Jamie Smith

Living Word’s Leadership Board consists of nine members of the church that have been nominated by the 
Nominations committee and approved by the Charge Conference. It also includes the Lead Pastor and the 
Executive Pastor. The Board is responsible for working with the congregation, the ordained ministers and the 
staff of Living Word to achieve our Vision to make disciples for Jesus Christ by becoming a church of invitation. 
Your 2023 Leadership Board Members are:

leadership board

To contact any Leadership 
Board Member, please email 

leadership@livingwordumc.org

For more information on Journey, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

http://livingwordumc.org/journey
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:gfinfrock%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:leadership%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/journey
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nextgen ministries
Everyone is wearing Purple.     
On Sunday mornings during worship, I have an unusual wardrobe. I wear purple. Every week. Every worship service. All the 
time. (It’s a good thing I look good in purple.)

Working with NextGen Ministries, my role is to be the welcoming face for families, an engagement coordinator, a guardian 
of safety, and a leader for learning and loving about Jesus. I think about all of these expectations when I put on that purple 
shirt each week, which has become a symbol of the commitment that we have to our youth and young people at Living 
Word. 

On Sundays and Wednesdays, I’m not alone wearing purple. Our team of adult volunteers, my coworker (Amanda Alber), 
and all the teenagers who are serving wear purple. All of us who are leading classes for kids, holding babies in the nursery, 
and walking with kids on their faith journey are wearing purple. At Living Word, we’re committed to making sure every kid 
knows they are beloved and cherished by God. That's why there's always an army of purple-shirted people lingering in the 
lobby, hanging out in the Worship Center and stationed in the classrooms in the lower level. Purple everywhere.

A peek behind the Purple. 
On Ash Wednesday when we departed the Worship Center with the LW Kids group, we knew we only had a few minutes to 
teach. During the sermon time, LW Kids who began their worship at tables are prayed for and then led out of the Worship 
Center into a time of more age-appropriate learning. We wanted to teach the kids about the symbolism and the meaning 
of the ashes that our kids were about to receive. With a shortened time, we gathered in the Fellowship Hall instead of the 
LW Kids room. Once there, we gathered around tables and began to tell a story about repentance and forgiveness. I started 
the lesson by passing around a burlap sack to all of our kids, followed by a soft, fuzzy blanket from my son’s bed. The kids 
shouted out words as they felt the two different types of fabric scratchy, rough, and itchy, followed by soft, cuddly, and 
special.

Our second object lesson was fire.  We lit some newspaper on fire and watched how the paper changed to ashes, from 
useful newspaper with words into ashes, into dirt. Holding those fresh ashes in a bowl, we passed them around to touch 
and feel. And then we told the story of Jonah. I talked about how the king had been doing the wrong thing, but he didn't 
know it. It wasn't until Jonah, a prophet from God, who, even though he was rebellious in his own way, with the help of a 
giant fish, eventually came back to doing what God wanted. When Jonah arrived in the city of Nineveh, and told the people 
about who God was and what God wanted from them, everyone including the king, sat down in sack cloth (burlap) and 
ashes. It was their sign of repentance. It was their way of saying I'm sorry and I want to change. We told that story to our 
kids so that when we walked into the Worship Center a few minutes later, they would be able to receive the ashes, knowing 
the story, the history behind our actions.

From there, our kids were ready to return to worship. They participated in the ashes, and I took special delight watching 
kids marvel at the way ashes looked on their skin. They looked different and they knew why. Experiences like this teaching 
time helped our kids participate more fully in the worship service that evening, and really every Sunday as they grow and 
learn to love God more.

A Purple Purpose.
If you see me, or Amanda, or any of our adults or kids in the community, you might not recognize us. We don’t always wear 
purple… but when we serve our kids - we always put on our best selves, and in this case, that means we wear purple for 
the people that we serve. We wear purple so that you’ll recognize us as leaders. We also wear purple because when the 
kids see us, they are reminded that they are beloved and cherished by a church community, who embodies God’s love. 

Andy Langdon, Director of NextGen Ministries

mailto:alangdon%40livingwordumc.org%0D?subject=





