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MARCH 2024
In Worship - Sundays at 9:00 and 10:30 am

Sunday, March 3 - "There's Never Another Now"
Bishop Robert Farr to Preach at Living Word
On Sunday, March 3, Living Word welcomes
Bishop Robert Farr. Bishop Farr will lead
worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am with the
message, "There's Never Another Now."
Since September 2016, Bishop Farr has
served as the Bishop of the Missouri Area of
The United Methodist Church. The Missouri
Conference includes 800 local churches,
approximately 1,000 retired and active clergy
and 80,000 weekly worshippers, offering
ministry through local churches, colleges,
campus ministries, social services, and
mission projects throughout the world. Come
help us welcome Bishop Farr next Sunday!

Sermon Series March 10 - March 31

ON EAR H"AS N HEAVEN

In Luke, and later in Acts, Christ sets about establishing His Kingdom
Come. First in what Christ does and then in what Christ followers do.

Sunday, March 10 - Upside Down Living
Sunday, March 17 - How God Sees Us
Sunday, March 24 - Popularity Contest
Palm Sunday
Thursday, March 28 - How God Sees Us
Maundy Thursday
Friday, March 29 - The Rose of Calvary
Good Friday Musical Presentation

Sunday, March 31 - Risen
Easter Sunday


http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
https://www.youtube.com/@livingwordumc_org/streams

PASTOR'S PEN

He Is Risen

Matthew 28:6 He is not here; He has risen, just as He said.

Mark 16:6 “Don’t be alarmed,” He said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene,
who was crucified. He has risen!

Luke 24:6 He is not here; He has risen!

John 20:14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there.

Three out of four Gospels proclaim, “He is Risen.” The Gospel of John doesn’t proclaim those exact words, but
the risen Jesus appears to Mary. I'd say that we have 100% agreement that Jesus is risen from the dead. It’s the
first and most important statement of the Christian faith and it has been proclaimed for 2000 years. Each year,
on Easter, we celebrate that fact. Actually, each Sunday is a celebration that Christ is Risen! On Easter, we'll
proclaim it together, “Christ is Risen. He is Risen, Indeed!” | look forward to celebrating that with you on this
coming Easter, March 31. It’s early this year, but it’s the same celebration. We will celebrate with worship, but
also have the inspirational “Flower Cross” for your family pictures.

As always, the celebration of Easter begins a week earlier. We will celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem
with a procession of the palms on Palm Sunday, March 24. Thursday will be the celebration of The Lord’s Supper
on Maundy Thursday. Did you know that Maundy comes from the Latin word for “Mandate?” When Jesus
said the words at the first Lord’s Supper, “Whenever you eat of it, do so in remembrance of me.” It wasn’t a
recommendation or a suggestion. Jesus was mandating that we remember Him in that sacred meal. At Living
Word, we do that as a part of our worship each week. However, Thursday, March 28, at 7:00 pm we will celebrate
a worship service centered particularly on Christ’s mandate.

Don’t forget our Good Friday Concert, The Rose of Calvary, as well. While it seems so odd to call the day of
Christ’s death “good,” we do so because it is the day that Christ took the sins of the world (you and me included)
to the grave with Him. And that’s a good thing. While this inspirational concert always ends on a somber

note, because of the death of Christ, it portends
the resurrection yet to come. We will depart in
silence, recognizing that it is our own sinfulness
that led to Christ’s death. However, we know that
Sunday’s coming, Easter Sunday. This gives us a
joy-filled heart to anticipate the morning where
we will once again proclaim, “Christ is Risen. He is
Risen, Indeed!”

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave
disrael@livingwordumc.org



mailto:disrael%40livingwordumc.org?subject=

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

The Rose of Calvary
a Good Friday Musical Presentation

The face of Christ...the image of a sacred flower, the Rose
of Sharon, blooming in our world. The face of Christ...a
picture of hope and comfort. These images are brought to
life in the upcoming Good Friday musical presentation, The
Rose of Calvary. The music speaks to us from the depths
of the garden lost in sin and despair, to the suffering of our
Savior, who, choosing grace, died for us so that we might
have eternal life. The timeless story of God’s precious Rose
continues...

Come join us on March 29, at 7:00 pm, for this special
presentation by the Worship Choir and orchestra of the
life, ministry, passion, and sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the
Rose of Sharon. A Nursery is provided for children, ages
birth — two years old.

Living Word Men's Club
The Living Word Men's Club invites all men to their
monthly meeting on Monday, March 4, at 6:30 pm.
The evening promises to be filled with warm
fellowship and a hot meal! For more information,
please contact Steve Ernst at 636-537-9030 or Doug
Nash at 636-458-2273.

Living Word Quilters

Do you have a family heirloom quilt that needs
finishing? Do you have a quilt top that you would like
hand quilted? Do you need a quilt for a special baby
in your life? Do you want to learn how to hand quilt?
Living Word Quilters meets at the church every
Monday morning to enjoy quilting and fellowship.
We would love for you to join us. Proceeds from our
quilts go to missions of the church. We currently have
one finished baby quilt for sale. Please contact Debbie
Ernst at dle521@hotmail.com for more information.

Living Word Early Childhood Center
Registration for 2024-2025 School Year

Living Word Early Childhood Center registration for
the 2024-2025 school year has begun! For over 30
years, ECC has offered developmentally appropriate
classes for children ages 15 months to 6 years of age.
For more information or to set up a tour, please call
636-821-2861 or visit livingwordumc.org/ecc.

MEN’S CLUB
SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

APPLICATIONS OPEN

2 - $1000 OR 1 - $2000 Awards @
Apply by May 1, 2024 @
New or Existing Students at @
Colleges, Universities,
Trade Schools, Seminaries

REQUIREMENTS & APPLICATION
LIVINGWORDUMC.ORG/NEWS

APPLY TODAY!

2024 Living Word Men’s Club Scholarship Program
The Living Word Men’s Club is excited to announce two
— $1,000 scholarships and the Ken Mann Memorial
Scholarship award for $2,000 for new or existing
college, university, trade school, or seminary students.
Interested applicants can find eligibility requirements
and application details at livingwordumc.org/news.
The deadline for all entries is May 1, and winners
will be announced in July. Don’t miss out on this
opportunity to receive financial support for your
education. Apply now!

Worship Attendance

February 4: in-person - 394, online - 250
February 11: in-person - 367, online - 209
February 14: in-person - 175, online - 100 (Ash Wed)
February 18: in-person - 307, online - 265
February 25: in-person - 370, online - 204

I For more information visit livingwordumc.org/news I
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http://livingwordumc.org/news
http://livingwordumc.org/ecc
mailto:dle521%40hotmail.com?subject=
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Do you need prayer? Would you like the Living Word Prayer Team to pray for a loved one?
Being a part of the Living Word community means that we are there for each other. God wants us to lift up our
cares and concerns to Him. Supporting each other in prayer is a beautiful act of love for one another.

Do you want us to pray for you or a loved one? You can submit a request during Sunday morning worship services
using the Connect Card on the worship bulletin, completing the online form at livingwordumc.org/mylw, or email
Don Short, Prayer Team Ministry Leader, at donshort2215@gmail.com. For pre-surgery prayer, please contact

Pastor David Israel at disrael@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2802. Your prayer request will be shared with the
Prayer Team. Please indicate if you would like the request to remain confidential. In addition, Living Word has an
Emergency Congregational Care, 24/7 On-Call line, 636-821-2888.

Please keep the following Mitch Mitchell
people in your prayers: Bill Reichter

Nini Schneider ~ Ginny Eichholz Vivian Rye
Mary Cosmo  Karen Tumbrink  Phil Swank

For more information on Caring Ministries, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

baptism or membership at

Living Word, please contact
Pastor David Israel at

disrael@livingwordumc.org

Living Word welcomes Susan Blair
For more information on into church membership. Susan is
transferring her membership from
Ankeny First United Methodist Church
in Ankeny, IA. Susan's hobbies include
vintage Barbie dolls and other dolls.
Susan serves on the Communion Team
at Living Word. Welcome Susan!

Susan Blair

Are you looking for a support group?

J U R N E Y Do you want to dive deeper into the Bible, or do a book study?
LIVING WORD faith in motion

Stop by this Sunday and try it out!
We'd love to help.

Would you like to find a way to serve?

We invite you to visit Livingwordumc.org/journey to explore
opportunities for connection or stop by the "Journey Wall"
in the lobby. (pictured on left). The picture frames represent
a ministry area. The ministry areas are Adult Learn, Caring
Ministries, Celebrate, LW Kids, Music, In-Church Service,
Missions, Social Groups, LW Youth, and Worship. For example,
if you were interested in the Usher, Communion, Refreshment,
or Hospitality Teams (and more), simply use your smartphone's
camera feature to scan the QR Code located on the In-Church
Service picture frame. This will direct you to the In-Church
Service page of the Living Word website (livingwordumc.org).
There you will find all of the ways to serve on Sunday morning
service teams, information about the teams, and the contact
information of the team leaders.
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Do You Need a Stephen Minister?

individuals come alongside those who are hurting, providing a listening ear,
comfort, and care for as long as needed. Whether you have experienced a

If you or someone you know is going through a difficult time, we want you

ﬁ @ to know that our Stephen Ministers are here to help. These specially trained

w crisis, are feeling lonely, or are dealing with stress, our Stephen Ministers are

® ready to support you. Don't go through this alone — reach out to us and let

ST'E PH EN us connect you with a Stephen Minister today. Contact Carol Baum, Living
Word Stephen Ministry Leader, for more information at 314-330-0017 or

MI N I S TRY baumrl7@gmail.com.

Cancer Companions Support Group Begins March 4
Cancer Companions Support Group will begin on Monday,
March 4, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm, and will run through Monday,

May 13. This support group is open to anyone who has been n
diagnosed with cancer, as well as their caregivers and family - =
members. Participants are welcome to join at any time. g u
Each session will consist of devotionals, videos, and

discussions focused on topics such as faith, healing, prayer, in Your Cancer Journey

stress reduction, relationships, communication, and
healthy living. Our goal is to provide a safe and supportive

. .. . . Connection
environment where participants can explore their faith m"ope
and discover all that Christ has to offer during their cancer Scripture-Filled

journey. The study, "Seeing God in Your Cancer Journey," B SEIU £ Micen et

will encourage participants to pray big, love big, and live big,

knowing that the Lord God Almighty is big enough for all that and more. We believe that through this support
group, participants will find strength and comfort through their faith.

Contact Cancer Companions Ministry Leaders, Eilene Koon at eilenekoon@yahoo.com or Ron Poertner at
poertner.ron@gmail.com for more information or register at livingwordumc.org/news.

GriefShare Support Group Begins March 4
GriefShare is a special seminar and support group designed
for people who are grieving the loss of a spouse, child, family
o & member, or friend. It can be hard to feel optimistic about the
Grlef Share future when you are dealing with such a deep hurt. GriefShare
seeks to offer comfort and encouragement during this difficult
time. This support group begins March 4 from 6:00 - 7:30 pm and

runs for 13 weeks. Each session includes video seminars featuring
grief and recovery subjects, as well as real-life stories of people

* iHikdling temloxs v fourney M SERCRN v who have experienced loss. There is no fee for this class. Please
« There's no “right way" to grieve March 4 - 6:00pm . .. .o

s el enmotBarasfied Noreiufo  Regleter: register at livingwordumc.org/news or contact Living Word
« Finding support s crucial M i s Stephen Minister, Peggy MacGavin, at peg.macgavin@gmail.

com. Join us for a supportive and healing journey through grief.
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NEXTGEN NEWS

LW Kids Nite
On Wednesday nights during the school year from 6:15 - 7:30
pm, LW Kids (ages kindergarten - 5th grade) are invited to LW
Kids Nite! Beginning in the LW Kids room, a learning activity
time helps kids remember the weekly theme through games, N+
experiments, and service projects, followed by a 30-minute

AN -
choir rehearsal. Come join us! § SO do I

Save the Date for VBS 2024 at Living Word

Get ready for an exciting summer adventure with Vacation Bible
School! At SCUBA, Diving into Friendship with God, June 24 - 28, kids
will explore friendship with God through various activities and stations.
We are currently seeking a team of adults and high school youth to
, 7 O % help plan and lead the different stations, music, and decorations. We
givinginto fiendship MITIIE-%2 can't wait to dive into this adventure with you! Registration coming
/ AV in the spring. For more information on volunteer teams, contact
Amanda Alber, Assistant Director of NextGen Ministries at aalber@
livingwordumc.org.

+ X x
+ 9 X
A

Every week there are

lots of weekly
opportunities to get
connected!

A J
*-007(

. ° L. & L. °
*Daybreak, Sundays - 10:05-10:25 am
*Youth Choir, Sundays - 3:00-4:00 pm
*Youth Group, Sundays - 4:00-5:15 pm
*Middle School Bible Study - .
Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15 pm v
*High School Bible Study -
Wednesdays, 7:15-8:30 pm

Winter Jam - March 23
4:30 pm - Midnight
We're taking a group to Winter Jam on March
23. This high energy concert is inexpensive
and should be loads of fun. The church will
provide transportation and youth can stay
late for our bonus late night activities until
midnight. The cost is only $15. Register at
livingwordumc.org/news.

The goal of NextGen Ministries is to help families, youth, and children
grow their faith life through memory-making experiences that help young
people see God in their everyday life.

Andy Langdon, Director of NextGen Ministries, alangdon@livingwordumc.org
Amanda Alber, Assistant Director of NextGen Ministries, aalber@livingwordumc.org
Let Andy or Amanda know you want to be a part of the NextGen email updates!

For more information regarding NextGen Ministries visit livingwordumc.org/journey.
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February adventures included life-sized
Mariokarts and a day racing real go-karts
with LW Youth.




