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No other book expresses the unity of God the Father with God

IN TH |S |SSUE the Son with the same emphasis of John’s Gospel. It is an eternal
relationship with no beginning and no end and it has it’s greatest
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We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of the volunteers who
LIVING WORD MEN'S CLLUB generously gave their time, talents, and gifts during Holy Week. Your

PAGE 5 dedication and hard work made it possible for us to share the love of
Christ, offer warm hospitality, and spread the Good News to so many

NEXTGEN NEWS people in the community. Your selflessness and commitment to serving
PAGE 6-7/ others is truly inspiring and we are grateful to have you as part of our

church family.
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PASTOR'S PEN

The United Methodist General Conference

| probably could have waited a month to write this one, but I'll go ahead and
write it now. The United Methodist General Conference will take place April 23
through May 3. There will be another Beacon before it concludes, so that’s why
| could have waited. But, perhaps there will be something to report halfway
through the conference (our newsletter comes out on the first of each month)
so I'll take a chance that there will be more to write about then.

General Conference is a meeting of United Methodist representatives from all
across the globe. In theory, it meets every four years to discern the theology and operational direction of the
UMC for the coming four years. |say “in theory” only because COVID messed things up a bit, but we are pretty
much back on track.

As much as any other General Conference, this one promises to have it’s fair share of controversy. There are
a couple of issues that are significant to the global church. One is the language in our Book of Discipline (The
UMC governing document) around LGBTQ+ persons. General Conferences have been taking place every four
years since 1968 and every time there has been discussion around this. At this moment, the Book of Discipline
is theologically traditional in its views. However, there is momentum toward change and that is likely to happen
this year.

What will any changes mean for Living Word? Not much. By all accounts, it appears I'll be your pastor at least
through summer of 2025 and possibly beyond. | won’t change my views, preaching or manner of leading the
church if anything changes on the General Conference level. Your Leadership Board will continue to be all the
same people and will likely keep leading (and guiding my leadership) in the same direction we’ve been going all
along. Worship won’t change, ministries won’t change, our phone number won’t change. Nothing will change.
Will there be changes down the road? That remains to be seen. Likely you won’t notice any difference.

Want to know why? Because at Living Word, we believe that all people are invited by God to enter into a loving
and life transforming relationship. As a church it is our job to invite people into that relationship by offering the
salvation won for them on the Cross by Jesus Christ. Then it’s the task of the church to nurture that relationship
as people grow in faith and knowledge of how God is seeking to redeem them for His purposes. Nothing that
happens at General Conference will change that operational understanding.

At General Conference, a lot of people are going to raise their voices and shout at each other. Religion can do
that to people. Controversies will be ferreted out by reporters, because that’s what they do. Here, at Living
Word, nothing will change. Living Word will still be the home for your faith as we have been all along. I'll thank
God for that and ask you to join me.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Living Word Library

Did you know that Living Word has a library filled with
many books available for free checkout? The library is
located on the main floor in Room 201. We have a large
selection of Christian fiction, as well as reference books,
devotionals, history, theology, and books about Christian
spiritual life. The library also contains a large collection of
curriculum resources that can be used by Sunday School
classes and small groups.

You can access the Living Word Library Catalog through
Iwinfo.org, or directly at www.librarycat.org/lib/lwumc.
The online portal allows you to search to see if we have a
title or author in the library, and to then locate the book
on our shelves by its Dewey Decimal number. To check
out a book, you simply locate its page in the catalog, click
“Check Out” on the app, and then take the book home
with you! Keep the book for as long as you'd like, and then
return it to the library when you are done. Full directions
for using the online checkout system are posted in the
library. Stop by and browse the shelves!

Living Word Quilters

Do you have a family heirloom quilt that needs
finishing? Do you have a quilt top that you would like
hand quilted? Do you need a quilt for a special baby
in your life? Do you want to learn how to hand quilt?
Living Word Quilters meets at the church every
Monday morning to enjoy quilting and fellowship.
We would love for you to join us! Proceeds from our
quilts go to missions of the church. We currently have
one finished baby quilt for sale. Please contact Debbie
Ernst at dle521@hotmail.com for more information.

Do You Need a Stephen Minister?
If you or someone you know is going through a
difficult time, we want you to know that our Stephen
Ministers are here to help. These specially trained
individuals come alongside those who are hurting,
providing a listening ear, comfort, and care for as long
as needed. Whether you have experienced a crisis,
are feeling lonely, or are dealing with stress, our
Stephen Ministers are ready to support you. Don't
go through this alone — reach out to us and let us
connect you with a Stephen Minister today. Contact
Carol Baum, Living Word Stephen Ministry Leader,
for more information at 314-330-0017 or baumrl7 @

gmail.com.

Living Word Early Childhood Center
For over 30 years, ECC has offered developmentally
appropriate classes for children ages 15 months
to 6 years of age. For more information or to
set up a tour, please call 636-821-2861 or visit
livingwordumc.org/ecc. Refer friends or relatives!

PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR

Are you new to Living Word?

Join Pastor Dave!
11:30 am - May 5

Pizza with the Pastor
If you are new to Living Word and would like to learn
more, come to the Pizza with the Pastor on Sunday,
May 5, at 11:30 am (after 10:30 am worship). Enjoy
some pizza and conversation with Pastor Dave!
Contact Pastor Dave at disrael@livingwordumc.org or
636-821-2800 for more information.

Living Word Garden

Did you know that Living Word has 17 garden plots plus
a Mission Garden plot? The garden is located behind
the church building. The Mission Garden, maintained
by volunteers, has provided fresh produce to Circle
of Concern. Please contact Brad Locke at blocke@
livingwordumc.org for more details on reserving your
garden plot!

Worship Attendance

March 3: in-person - 344, online - 221

March 10: in-person - 340, online - 280

March 17: in-person - 301, online - 262
(March 24 - March 31 will be in the May Beacon)

For more information visit livingwordumc.org/news
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Do you need prayer? Would you like the Living Word Prayer Team to pray for a loved one?
Being a part of the Living Word community means that we are there for each other. God wants us to lift up our
cares and concerns to Him. Supporting each other in prayer is a beautiful act of love for one another.

Do you want us to pray for you or a loved one? You can submit a request during Sunday morning worship services
using the Connect Card on the worship bulletin, completing the online form at livingwordumc.org/mylw, or email
Don Short, Prayer Team Ministry Leader, at donshort2215@gmail.com. For pre-surgery prayer, please contact
Pastor David Israel at disrael@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2802. Your prayer request will be shared with the

Prayer Team. Please indicate if you would like the request to remain confidential. In addition, Living Word has an
Emergency Congregational Care, 24/7 On-Call line, 636-821-2888.

Please keep the following
people in your prayers:

Mitch Mitchell  Nini Schneider Ginny Eichholz
Bill Reichter Mary Cosmo Karen Tumbrink

Doris Jackson

Prayers for Bob and Sue Vincent and family and the Dowd family
on the loss of Brandon Dowd

For more information on Caring Ministries, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

For more information on
baptism or membership at
Living Word, please contact

Pastor David Israel at
disrael@livingwordumc.org

MARY MAR

Mary Martha
Circle

Lynda Keller
Living Word welcomes Lynda Keller
into church membership. Lynda is
transferring her membership from First
Baptist Church in Wildwood. Her hobby
is pickleball. Welcome Lynda!

Stacy Zimmerman
Living Word welcomes Stacy
Zimmerman into church membership.
Stacy is transferring his membership
from St. Clare of Assisi in Ellisville.
Stacy's hobbies are pickleball and golf.
Welcome Stacy!
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Mary Martha Circle Meeting - April 25

Are you looking for a welcoming place to connect with other
women? Mary Martha Circle, a women's group, meets
monthly for fellowship, food, educational, and missional
activities. The next meeting is on Thursday, April 25 at 6:30
pm. This is the annual business meeting. The group will vote
on missions supported by Mary Martha Circle. All women
are invited! If you have any questions, please contact Mary
Martha Circle's co-presidents, Karen Tucker at gerkatuckl @
aol.com or Kelly Eden at Kellyeden1@aol.com.
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LIVING WORD MEN'S CLUB

2024 Living Word Men’s Club Scholarship Program
The Living Word Men’s Club is excited to announce two
— $1,000 scholarships and the Ken Mann Memorial
Scholarship award for $2,000 for new or existing
college, university, trade school, or seminary students.
Interested applicants can find eligibility requirements
and application details at livingwordumc.org/news.
The deadline for all entries is May 1, and winners
will be announced in July. Don’t miss out on this
opportunity to receive financial support for your
education. Apply now!

Proceeds benefit
The Men’s
Club Scholarship
Program

Living Word Men's Club

The Living Word Men's Club invites all golfers (men and
women) to the monthly Men's Club meeting on April 8 at
6:30 pm for a meatloaf dinner. After dinner, Brad Aubin,
Physical Therapist for SSM Health, will share with us "Body
Mechanics for Golfers." This talk should help with your core
body strength and flexibility. Please RSVP to Steve Ernst at
636-537-9030 so he can plan accurately for dinner. The
evening promises to be filled with warm fellowship and a
hot meal!

MEN’S CLUB
SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

APPLICATIONS OPEN

2 - $1000 OR 1 - $2000 Awards @
Apply by May 1, 2024 @
New or Existing Students at @
Colleges, Universities,
Trade Schools, Seminaries

REQUIREMENTS & APPLICATION
LIVINGWORDUMC.ORG/NEWS

APPLY TODAY!

Pancake Breakfast...For Dinner - April 7
Support the Men’s Club scholarship program by
having a tasty pancake breakfast for dinner! On
Sunday, April 7, the Men’s Club is hosting the first
annual pancake breakfast from 5:00 to 7:00 pm, so...
dinnertime! The tickets are $10 for adults and S5 for
kids, ten and under. Come out and support the Men’s
club scholarship program in a delicious way! For more
information, please contact Scott Reichter at reichter.
scott@gmail.com.

For more information on Living Word Social Groups, visit livingwordumc.org/journey
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NEXTGEN NEWS

LW Kids Nite
On Wednesday nights during the school year from 6:15
- 7:30 pm, LW Kids (ages kindergarten - 5th grade) are
invited to LW Kids Nite! Beginning in the LW Kids room,
a learning activity time helps kids remember the weekly
theme through games, experiments, and service projects,
followed by a 30-minute choir rehearsal. Come join us!

5th Grade Celebration
5th Grade Students! On May 19, after the 10:30
am worship, we are celebrating our 5th grade
students! 5th grade students are invited for
pizza and fun youth games. We’ll also complete
Good Shepherd training so that the graduating
5th grade students can volunteer as a youth.

I Questions? Contact Amanda Alber, Assistant Director of NextGen Ministries, at aalber@livingwordumc.org. I

Registration is OPEN for VBS 2024 at Living Word!

Get ready for an exciting summer adventure with Vacation Bible
School! At SCUBA, Diving into Friendship with God, kids will explore
friendship with God through various activities and stations.
» Age 4 (by July 31, 2024) through entering 5th Grade Fall 2024
» June 24-28,9:00 - 11:45 am
» $15 Registration Fee, $25 Late Registration Fee (after May 29)
» Register at livingwordumc.org/news - registration deadline June 16
» For more information, contact Amanda Alber, Assistant Director

of NextGen Ministries at aalber@livingwordumc.org.
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VBS VOLUNTEER 2024

Adults and Youth, Grades 6 - 12! Help make a difference
in the lives of children in our church and community!
Volunteer for VBS, June 24 - 28, 8:30 - 11:45 am! We
are currently seeking a team of adults and youth to help
plan, lead, and assist in the different stations, music, and
decorations. We can't wait to dive into this adventure
with you! For more information on volunteer teams,
contact Amanda Alber, Assistant Director of NextGen
Ministries at aalber@livingwordumc.org or sign up at
livingwordumc.org/news.

Every week there are
lots of weekly
opportunities to get
connected!

*Daybreak, Sundays - 10:05-10:25 am

*Youth Choir, Sundays - 3:00-4:00 pm

*Youth Group, Sundays - 4:00-5:15 pm

*Middle School Bible Study -
Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15 pm

*High School Bible Study -
Wednesdays, 7:15-8:30 pm

» Learning about Empathy

A small group book study for youth, grades 6 - 12, begins in April. We'll be reading “The Gift of Empathy” and participating
in four small group sessions to reflect on the book. Email Andy Langdon, Director of NextGen Ministries, at alangdon@
livingwordumc.org, to get involved in the group.

> Youth Service Project

Youth, grades 6 - 12, are serving with Feed the Need at Queeny Park on Friday, April 12, from 5:00 - 9:00 pm. Hand-
packed meals that are made during the event are sent around the world to communities in need. Interested volunteers
should sign up at livingwordumc.org/news. Space is limited.

» July 5-8, Summer Mission Trip

Youth in grades 6-12 are spending a weekend serving others this summer. Meals, housing, transportation, donations to
service, shirts, fun activities, and leadership are provided in the $100 registration cost. (525 due at signup) Register by
April 30 at livingwordumc.org/news.

> July 15-20, Camp Eagle Sky

Kids and youth (3rd grade - 12th grade) are invited to register for Camp Eagle Sky, July 15 - 20. There's only a few spots
left! Register by April 30 at livingwordumc.org/news.
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NEXTGEN NEWS CONT.

The mental health crisis for youth and young people is real.

In March, | was part of a team from Living Word who attended a full-
day presentation about this issue and the numbers are staggering. Kids
are hurting. Rates of suicide, self-harm, and depression are rising, and
students often relate personal experiences with anxiety. Not only are kids
overwhelmed, they feel persistent fears about friends who are going through
mental health crisis.

The good news is that Christ came into the world to seek and save the lost,
the lonely, and the broken-hearted. We know that the need is real, and God
can put us in positions to help. Dr. Chinwe Williams listed five tools during our
training to help parents establish healthy attachment: Show Up, See Them,
Just Listen, Speak Life, and Develop Grit. The Parent Conversation class that
meets on Sunday mornings between worship services will be exploring these
tools in upcoming weeks as they use curriculum for "Parenting with Mental
Health in Mind" to frame their conversations.

For our congregation, responding to the needs of the youth mental health crisis has become part of the long-
term vision. The vision team is dreaming up ways to support the community and our congregation through a
variety of awareness, support, and educational opportunities. Parenting groups, mental health movies, speakers,
small groups, book studies, and Bible studies are all part of the strategy. But the most important thing that we’ll
offer is knowledge and experience with a transforming life in Christ. Though our Christian faith may not keep us
from harm, the hope we have comes from Christ’s love, a firm foundation of hope and trust that we can rely on.
The resurrection story we hear at Easter is a great example of how hope can change our life.

In the story that Mark tells about Jesus’ resurrection, people leave the scene of the tomb in fear. Simply put,
they are overwhelmed and worried at the reality of the empty tomb. That same despair characterizes how many
in our world feel about the mental health challenges that our kids are experiencing. People are worried, afraid,
and paralyzed.

However, in the Gospel of John, we read about a conclusion to the story of fear, confusion, and sadness of Jesus'
death. When Jesus encounters Mary and says her name, Mary is filled with hope. Mary is recognized by Jesus,
and just as important, Mary recognizes Jesus. The realization leads to her leaving the scene filled with hope,
sharing Good News with the rest of the disciples.

God is calling us into that same story — to be recognized by Jesus so that we can be disciples filled with hope, not
only for ourselves, but for the youth and young people in our community too.

Audy

SUICIDE & CRISIS HOTLINE: Call or text 988
Living Word Congregational Care Line: 636-821-2888

MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES
https://www.moumethodist.org/resourcedetail/nextgen-ministry-mental-health-resources-18305170
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