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THANK YOU
LIVING WORD!

2024 CHRISTMAS MIRACLE
OFFERING
$53,909

Circle of Concern
The Ghana Project
Meramec Elementary

| am pleased to announce the total for the 2024 Miracle Christmas
offering.....drum roll...... $53,909!!!! This entire amount will go to
missions beyond the walls of Living Word Church. The Mission Team
met and will send these funds to three of our key mission relationships:
Circle of Concern here in West County; Meramec Elementary School
to fund a reading specialist and teacher support in the St. Louis Public
School District; and The Ghana Project. Please continue to pray for
the ministries that these funds make it possible to change the lives of
children, youth, and adults.

Pastor Bruce Baxter

Parents Night Out - March 7!
On Friday, March 7, from 6:00 - 8:30 pm, NextGen Ministries is hosting
Parents' Night Out! This is your chance to date your spouse, or clean
the house, or treat yourself to a few quiet evening hours all by yourself
while your kids play, learn, and have fun at church. Sign up your child,
ages birth - 5th grade at livingwordumc.org/news. There is no cost.

Youth Overnight
March 7 at 9:00 pm - March 8 at 7:00 am
Youth, grades 6 - 12, join us for an amazing night of fun with your church
friends. Part of the experience will take us to Activate - a warehouse of
rooms, each with it's own interactive game. The rest of the evening will
be spent at church playing games, hanging out, and watching movies.
Sign up at livingwordumc.org/news.

The goal of NextGen Ministries is to help families, youth, and children grow their
faith life through memory-making experiences that help young people see God in
their everyday life.

Andy Langdon, Director of NextGen Ministries, alangdon@Ilivingwordumc.org

Amanda Alber, Assistant Director of NextGen Ministries, aalber@livingwordumc.org
Let Andy or Amanda know you want to be a part of the NextGen email updates!

For more information regarding NextGen Ministries visit livingwordumc.org/journey.



http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
https://www.youtube.com/@livingwordumc_org/streams
http://livingwordumc.org/news
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:alangdon%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:aalber%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/journey

PASTOR'S PEN

From the Pastor....
February 1, 2025

Greetings from your pastor on this first day of February,
2025. God continues to lead and guide each of our lives as
we journey with Him day by day.

| am excited about the upcoming sermon series entitled
“Spring Training — The Basics of Grace.” | will be using baseball
illustrations to highlight aspects of the basic component of
our faith in Jesus Christ — Grace. Spring training starts for
major league baseball later this month in Florida and Arizona. Pastor Bruce and Audrey Baxter

As the athletes show up, they will work on the basics — throwing, catching, hitting, running. They are at the
highest level of their sport, and they will work on fundamentals.

At any level of the spiritual life, from seeker to new believer, returning believer or seasoned saint, remembering
and working on the basics of God’s grace is always fruitful. If you know someone who enjoys baseball, perhaps
an avid Cardinal fan, invite them to attend church with you as | lead us through this series, and we have fun along
the way.

In Christ,

Pastor Bruce Baxter
636-821-2802
bbaxter@livingwordumc.org

Here's the lineup:

Sunday, 2/2 — Why Grace Is Needed

Sunday, 2/9 — Prevenient Grace - God is Scouting You!

Sunday, 2/16 — Justifying Grace Received Through Faith—
Accepting the Contract

Sunday, 2/23 — Cheap Grace — Counting the Cost

Sunday, 3/2 — Sanctifying Grace — Living in the Major
Leagues

In Person Sundays
9:00 am - Traditional Worship
10:30 am - Contemporary Worship

* Watch worship livestream on Sunday mornings at
9:00 am and 10:30 am at
livingwordumc.online.church

* View the recording of worship after 12:00 pm
Sunday at
livingwordumc.org/worship

* View anytime through Facebook at
facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
* View anytime through YouTube at
youtube.com/@livingwordumc_org/streams
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GET CONNECTED!

Living Word Men's Club - February 3

The Men's Club invites you to their monthly meeting
on Monday, February 3. Begin the evening with dinner
at 6:30 pm, followed by an engaging presentation
from Scott Ottenberg as he shares stories from his
exotic travels. It’s a great chance to connect with
other men in the Living Word community! For more
information or to RSVP for dinner, contact Steve Ernst
at 314-920-2840.

Women's Tuesday Morning Bible Study

The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study is a
women's study group that does 6-8 week studies
of various topics including Bible studies, Christian
life studies, and spiritual development. This group
meets at the church on Tuesday mornings from 7:30
- 8:30 am. Studies typically have a DVD portion with
group discussion. The group is currently studying The
Chosen through March 4. A new study, The Promise
and Power of Easter by Lisa Harper and Christine
Caine will begin on March 11 and go through April
1. Contact Connie Davidson at cmd0217@aol.com for
more information. All women are welcome!

Adult Coed Tuesday Morning Bible Study

The Tuesday Morning Bible Study has begun a study of
the Book of Genesis — the book of beginnings where
underlying themes are discovered for the rest of
scripture. Join this group for an interactive discussion
as they discern what God’s Word says for our lives
today. The goal is to cover a chapter a week. Join this
group on Tuesday mornings from 10:30 — 11:30 am.
Contact Bill Cleveland if you have any questions at
billpac4u@gmail.com. All are welcome!

Living Word Music Ministry
Do you love to sing and want to be part of something
meaningful? Living Word Choirs and ensembles
are welcoming new voices! Whether you’re an
experienced singer or simply love lifting your voice
in praise, we have a place for you in our adult,
youth, or children’s choirs. Contact Donna Baker,
Director of Traditional Music Ministries, at dbaker@
livingwordumc.org for more information.

Join the Team of Sunday Volunteers!

We’re looking for friendly and welcoming individuals
to serve on the Sunday Morning Welcome Teams. This
is a wonderful opportunity to connect with others and
make a valuable contribution. We’re currently in need
of volunteers for the following: Usher, Communion,
Hospitality, Refreshment, and Media Teams. If you’d
like to help in any of these areas, please email Don
Short at donshort2215@gmail.com or stop by the
Welcome Desk. We'd be happy to share more about
the teams!

Living Word Early Childhood Center
Register Today!

Living Word Early Childhood Center registration for
the 2025-26 school year has begun! For over 31
years, ECC has offered developmentally appropriate
classes for children ages 15 months to 6 years of age.
For more information or to set up a tour, please call
636-821-2861 or visit livingwordumc.org/ecc.

livingwordumc.org/ecc

%1 LIVING WORD
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Register Today

for 2025 - 2026 School Year

Ash Wednesday Worship - March 5

Living Word invites you to join us for Ash Wednesday
Worship, on Wednesday, March 5, at 7:00 pm. Ash
Wednesday is a day of repentance and preparation
for the 40 days that lead up to the crucifixion of
Christ. LW Kids (K - 5th) will begin at their regular time
of 6:15 pm and continue at the Worship Center tables
at 7:00 pm. The group will move to Room 205/207 for
their own age-appropriate Ash Wednesday lesson.
Childcare will be provided for children, ages 5 and
under, at 7:00 pm. All are welcome!

For more information visit livingwordumc.org/journey
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

How Can | Support the Ministries of Living Word?
Your generosity makes the ministries of Living Word
possible! Here are ways you can make a difference:

e You can give by visiting livingwordumc.org/giving.
e Scan the QR Code:

e Text “give” to 636-306-4111.

e Use the ShelbyNEXT app - contact Beth Balzraine,
Director of Communications, at bbalzraine@
livingwordumc.org for assistance.

If you have questions or need more information, we’d
love to hear from you! Stop by the Welcome Desk,
call the church office at 636-821-2800, or contact
Beth Balzraine, Director of Communications, at
bbalzraine@livingwordumc.org.

ShelbyNEXT

ShelbyNEXT is software that Living Word uses that
serves as a directory, calendar, check-in system, and
a tool for your giving. Do you need help with the
ShelbyNEXT app? Visit livingwordumc.org/shelbynext
forinformation on getting started. For more assistance,
stop by the Welcome Desk on Sunday mornings! We
are here to help or contact Beth Balzraine, Director of
Communications. For giving questions, please contact
Executive Director, Brad Locke.

2024 Giving Statement
If you did not receive your 2024 Giving Statement,
please reach out to Brad Locke, our Executive Director,
for assistance. You can contact him directly via email
at blocke@livingwordumc.org. You may also reach
him by phone at 636-821-2840. He will be happy to
help ensure you receive your statement promptly.

Worship Attendance
December 24: in-person - 655, online - 719
(Christmas Eve)

December 29: in-person - 271, online - 475
January 5: No Worship Due to Show
January 12: in-person - 323, online - 526
January 19: in-person - 326, online - 542
January 26: in-person - 318, online - 443

Living Word Garden

Did you know that Living Word has 17 garden plots
plus a Mission Garden plot? The garden is located
behind the church building. The Mission Garden,
maintained by volunteers, provides fresh produce
to Circle of Concern. Please contact Brad Locke at
blocke@livingwordumc.org for more details on
reserving your garden plot!

Living Word Library

Did you know that Living Word has a library filled
with many books available for free checkout? The
library is located on the main floor in Room 201. We
have a large selection of Christian fiction, as well as
reference books, devotionals, history, theology, and
books about Christian spiritual life. The library also
contains a large collection of curriculum resources
that can be used by Sunday School classes and small
groups.

You can access the Living Word Library Catalog
through |lwinfo.org, or directly at www.librarycat.
org/lib/lwumc. The online portal allows you to search
to see if we have a title or author in the library, and
to then locate the book on our shelves by its Dewey
Decimal number. To check out a book, you simply
locate its page in the catalog, click “Check Out” on the
app, and then take the book home with you! Keep
the book for as long as you’d like, and then return it
to the library when you are done. Full directions for
using the online checkout system are posted in the
library. Stop by and browse the shelves!

Care Resources Available at LivingWordUMC.org
Did you know that livingwordumc.org has a page
dedicated to Care Resources? Care Resources covers
topics of Abuse, Addiction, Depression, Eating
Disorders, and Grief just to name a few. You'll find
suggested reading, links to helpful organizations,
scripture references, and more. To explore these
resources, visit LivingWordUMC.org/care-resources.

We understand that everyone goes through
challenging times. If you need further information or
assistance, please reach out to Pastor Bruce Baxter
at 636-821-2802 or bbaxter@livingwordumc.org.
Additionally, Living Word's Emergency Congregational
Care Lineis available 24/7. Just call 636-821-2888. We
are here to walk alongside you during times of need.
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Do you need prayer? Would you like the Living Word Prayer Team to pray for a loved one?
Being a part of the Living Word community means that we are there for each other. God wants us to lift up our
cares and concerns to Him. Supporting each other in prayer is a beautiful act of love for one another.

Do you want us to pray for you or a loved one? You can submit a request during Sunday morning worship services
using the Connect Card on the worship bulletin, completing the online form at lwinfo.org, or email Don Short,
Prayer Team Ministry Leader, at donshort2215@gmail.com. For pre-surgery prayer, please contact Pastor Bruce
Baxter at bbaxter@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2802. Your prayer request will be shared with the Prayer Team.
Please indicate if you would like the request to remain confidential. In addition, Living Word has an Emergency
Congregational Care, 24/7 On-Call line, 636-821-2888.

. Mitch Mitchell Mary Cosmo Shirley Thompson
Pieoasz I;:elzfli;e {Z”:"Z{ng Bill Reichter Frank Steward Judy Fauss
peop your prayers: Nini Schneider Vivian Rye

Pray for all those affected by the fires in California
Prayers for the Jackson family on the passing of Doris Jackson
Prayers for the De Clue family on the passing of John De Clue

The Gift of a Prayer Shawl
At Living Word, a dedicated group of volunteers finds joy in knitting and crocheting. They prayerfully craft
beautiful shawls to bring comfort and encouragement to others. If you know someone who is ill, facing a crisis,
or could use the warmth of God’s love during a challenging time, we invite you to request a prayer shawl. Please
email Amanda Braun, Administrative Assistant, at abraun@Iivingwordumc.org, or visit the Welcome Desk for
more information or to pick up a shawl.

Would you like to join the Prayer Shawl Team?
If you love knitting or crocheting and are looking for a meaningful way to combine your creative talents with
prayer, consider joining the Prayer Shawl Team! This group offers a unique opportunity to weave prayers into every
stitch while creating beautiful shawls that bring comfort and hope to those in need. Visit livingwordumc.org/
journey-prayer-shawl-ministry or contact Amanda Braun, Administrative Assistant, at abraun@Iivingwordumc.
org for more information.

4 U R N EY Do you want to dive deeper into the Bible, or do a book study?

Are you looking for a support group?
Would you like to find a way to serve?
We invite you to visit Livingwordumc.org/journey to explore
WORD rn opportunities for connection or stop by the "Journey Wall" in the
. ; lobby. (pictured on left). The picture frames represent a ministry
area. The ministry areas are Adult Learn, Caring Ministries,
Celebrate, LW Kids, Music, In-Church Service, Missions, Social
Groups, LW Youth, and Worship. For example, if you were
interested in the Usher, Communion, Refreshment, Media or
Hospitality Teams (and more), simply use your smartphone's
camera feature to scan the QR Code located on the In-Church
Service picture frame. This will direct you to the In-Church
Service page of the Living Word website (livingwordumc.org).
There you will find all of the ways to serve on Sunday morning
service teams, information about the teams, and the contact
information of the team leaders.

5

Stop by this Sunday and try it out!
We'd love to help.
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NEXTGEN MINISTRIES

The Sock Dilemma
A few weeks ago, during the Wednesday evening youth Bible study we explored
the topic of mercy by reading the parable in which Jesus talks about the Good
Samaritan (Luke 10). The middle school-aged kids were quick to point out that
there are Mercy Hospitals and Clinics. As we explored the theme of mercy, they
shared illustrations from movies, TV, and books they had read. They talked about
mercy when it comes to welcoming a stranger and the “mercy rule” in their soccer
games which prevents humiliation when one team dominates another. During the
high school study time, | shared a personal story to help them think about mercy
and the relevance of the Good Samaritan parable.

Two days earlier, | had visited a fast-food restaurant. | ordered at the counter and
as | was receiving my food, | noticed that the clerk didn’t have a sock on his left
foot. Not only that but the threadbare sock on his right foot was barely a sock. Stretched and tattered, the sock was well
past its usefulness. It felt normal to keep this observation to myself. | received my food and carried on with my day, but the
image of the socks was inescapable. | felt guilty for not doing something at that moment, almost like a nudge in my heart.

As | confessed this story to the high school group, | wondered aloud if | was any better than the priest or Levite who crossed
to the other side instead of helping. The group picked through the story, explaining the feelings that accompany seeing
someone else in need. Was it judgment, and was he really in need? Would | make him feel ashamed that | noticed a flaw
in his appearance? What could | have offered in the moment that would have made sense? How could we all be more
prepared to see and respond to needs in the future? At the end of the evening study, | returned to the sock story. | felt
convicted to do something more and wanted to go back to the restaurant and try again. This time | would bring socks... One
of our high school seniors agreed to meet me for lunch to try to do more.

The story can go many directions from this point. If you’ve ever found yourself on a journey to deliver socks to a person
who you don’t know, who may not be there anymore, and may not want your socks... well, you know how easy it is to get
cold feet in that moment. In this moment, however, things worked out the way God wanted. The same attendant worked
at the counter and after we ordered food there was a quiet moment without interruption or anyone else around.

| leaned in and tried not to stumble over my words as | confessed that | had been in the store earlier in the week and
remembered him helping me. The attendant nodded but didn’t seem to remember me. | went on to say that | noticed that
he didn’t have great socks. He began to speak, apologizing for his appearance, but | stopped him and smiled. “Actually, I've
been thinking about that a lot and wanted to come back to make sure you had socks. I’'m part of a Bible study, we were
talking about loving our neighbors, and | wanted you to have this.” Then | held up the gift bag.

He was grateful. He smiled and accepted the odd gift. “For me, really?” He couldn’t believe that | went out of my way
to help him, and he seemed to really appreciate new pairs of socks. They were just socks, which were purchased by a
teenager, gift wrapped by a youth director, and encouraged by a Bible study group of high school kids who were learning
about mercy and compassion. And they were much more than just socks. They were mercy. They were kindness. They
were noticing someone else and moving the way God asks us to. They were courage. They were humility. They were love.

Not every story of generosity and mercy has a happy conclusion. Fear, judgment, shame, entitlement, distraction, anxiety
and much more can derail a moment or a reaction. What matters is that Jesus’ love is an action.

ANDY

Andy Langdon .
Director of NextGen Ministries
Living Word Church
alangdon@livingwordumc.org
612-703-8121 (cell)
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LEADERSHIP BOARD

Leadership Board
We thank Board Members Jen Faust, Paul Skornia, and John Vargas for their tenure on the Leadership Board for
the past three years.

The Leadership Board for 2025 is Jim Ritts — Chair; Don Short — Lay Leader; Dr. Bruce Baxter — Interim Lead
Pastor; Brad Locke — Executive Director; Bill Blackburn, Jason Caulk, Nicole Dyer, Jerri Ann Emert, Lisa Horner,
Laura Landon, Val Novatny, and Jamie Smith.

The Leadership Board consists of nine members of the church that have been nominated by the Nominations
Committee and approved by the Charge Conference. It also includes the Lead Pastor, the Lay Leader, and the
Executive Director. The Board is responsible for working with the congregation, the ordained ministers, and the
staff of Living Word to achieve our Vision: to transform the lives of the children and youth of our community,
both emotionally and spiritually, through the power of Jesus Christ. You are always welcome to attend the non-
confidential portion of the Board meeting the third Monday of each month at 6:30 pm.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

30 Days of Cancer Prayers
Join the Prayer Team in the fight against cancer and witness the power
of united prayer. For 30 days, beginning February 2, thousands will
be praying together with purpose. Sign up to receive a daily prayer at
livingwordumc.org/news, scan the QR code, or visit the table in the lobby CANCER PRAYERS
for more details. You can also add a loved one’s name at the lobby table BATTLING CANCER ONE PRAYER AT A TIME
to the honor prayer chain to remember those who have passed or to the
healing prayer chain for those currently battling cancer.

Cancer Companions Support Group Begins March 18
Cancer Companions Support Group will begin on Tuesday,
March 18, from 6:00 to 7:30 pm, and will run through

Tuesday, May 20. This support group is open to anyone who n
has been diagnosed with cancer, as well as their caregivers - —
and family members. Participants are welcome to join at any ; u
time.

Each session will consist of devotionals, videos, and in Your Cancer Journey

discussions focused on topics such as faith, healing, prayer,

stress reduction, relationships, communication, and
Connection

healthy living. Our goal is to provide a safe and supportive Hope March 18 - 6:00 pm
. .. . . More Info € Register:
environment where participants can explore their faith Scripture-Filled ivingwordume.org/news

Bible Study ¢ Video Series

and discover all that Christ has to offer during their cancer
journey. The study, "Seeing God in Your Cancer Journey," will
encourage participants to pray big, love big, and live big, knowing that the Lord God Almighty is big enough for all
that and more. We believe that through this support group, participants will find strength and comfort through
their faith.

Contact Cancer Companions Ministry Leaders, Eilene Koon at eilenekoon@yahoo.com or Ron Poertner at
poertner.ron@gmail.com for more information or register at livingwordumc.org/news.
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Register Now!

Toddlers & Kids/Mother’s Day Out « Preschool
Summer Camps

HURRY! LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE

&

At Living Word Early Childhood Center we provide a safe, christian, developmentally
appropriate environment that nurtures children’s curiosity to grow spiritually, socially,
emotionally, physically and cognitively through a play based curriculum.

~ FIRST-RATE AND EXPERIENCED STAFF ~
~ DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE PLAY -
~ HANDS-ON CURRICULUM APPROACH -~
~ QUTSTANDING KINDERGARTEN PREPARATION -
~ EXCELLENT TEACHER TO CHILD RATIO ~

Offering classes for children ages 15 months to 6 years of age

17315 MANCHESTER ROAD
WILDWOOD, MO 63038

LIVINGWORDUMC.ORG/ECC



