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Follow us:

Each Easter morning, a breathtaking Flower Cross stands in front of Living 
Word, drawing people together in beauty, remembrance, and hope. 
But did you know this cherished tradition began as an act of healing?  
In 2018, Val Novatny started a grief class to support those experiencing 
loss. One of the participants, Marla Weston, was inspired after seeing 
a stunning flower cross at a relative’s church in another state. Wanting 
to bring this meaningful symbol to Living Word, she reached out to 
the church, obtained the design plans, and set the vision in motion. 
With the help of the Men’s Club and Mark Turner, Director of 
Facilities Management, the cross frame and base were assembled. 
The finishing touch—the vibrant flowers—were lovingly placed by 
the grief class, symbolizing new life and the promise of resurrection.  
Each year, this cross stands as more than just a beautiful display. It is 
a symbol of hope, renewal, and eternal life with God. The red flowers, 
carefully placed at the points where Jesus’ hands and feet were affixed 

Living Word is preparing our hearts and space for the sacred journey of 
Holy Week. We invite you to join us for worship as we reflect, remember, 
and rejoice together. Be sure to check out Pastor Bruce’s message in the 
Pastor’s Pen on page 2 for more insight into this meaningful season.

The Story Behind the Living Word Easter Flower Cross  

to the cross, remind us of His sacrifice and love.  
This Easter, we invite you to pause at the Flower 
Cross. Take in its beauty, reflect on its meaning, 
and capture a moment with family and friends. 
May it bring comfort to the grieving, joy to 
the celebrating, and hope to all who see it. 
Come, see the cross, and share in its message of 
love and renewal this Easter morning.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
https://www.youtube.com/@livingwordumc_org/streams
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pastor's pen
From the Pastor….
April 1, 2025

It is my joy to be the pastor of Living Word Church as we 
journey through Lent. The days and weeks roll by as the 
trees blossom, the birds build their nests and we prepare to 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus on Easter. This church has 
established rich traditions for the ways we approach our own 
spiritual readiness and the corporate gatherings to prepare 
and celebrate.

Pastor Bruce and Audrey Baxter
Each Sunday in Lent, I am preaching from a psalm in the Hebrew worship book. I find spiritual life and inspiration 
from these anointed passages.

On Palm Sunday, we will celebrate the day that Jesus entered triumphantly into Jerusalem as the people shouted 
Hosanna and waved palm branches. We will have palm branches in worship to wave and we will celebrate Jesus 
whom we gather to worship every Sunday. The days from Palm Sunday through Easter are called “Holy Week” 
and we have a couple of extra worship services. 

On Holy Thursday, also called Maundy Thursday, we will be led in worship by the Contemporary Worship Band. 
The service will be structured around the sacrament of Holy Communion which Jesus instituted on this night 
with His disciples. 

We will gather again for worship on Good Friday at 
7:00 pm to be led by our Living Word Worship Choir 
and orchestra presenting “Blessed,” a journey through 
the beatitudes of Jesus.

Easter Sunday we will worship at our two regular times, 
9:00 am (traditional) and 10:30 am (contemporary) 
with extra chairs set up in our Worship Center and 
inspiring music throughout the morning. Invite your 
family and friends on this special morning to attend 
Living Word Church with you. 1  C O R I N T H I A N S  6 : 1 4

I look forward to all the ways that we are the Church, embodying the love of Jesus and the forgiveness of God in 
our own lives and in all the places we live, attend school, work, and play. May our Lord bless you and keep you 
during the coming days.

In Christ,
Pastor Bruce Baxter
636-821-2802
bbaxter@livingwordumc.org

mailto:bbaxter%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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get connected!

For more information visit  livingwordumc.org/journey

Living Word Men's Club - April 7
The Men’s Club monthly gathering is set for Monday, 
April 7. The evening begins at 6:00 pm with a brief 
business meeting, followed by a delicious meal at 
6:30 pm. After dinner, Master Gardener John Hensley 
will share his expertise on gardening. This event is 
open to all—come enjoy good food, fellowship, and 
an engaging presentation! For more details or to 
RSVP for dinner, contact Steve Ernst at 314-920-2840.

Living Word Early Childhood Center
Register Today!

Living Word Early Childhood Center registration for 
the 2025-26 school year has begun! For over 31 
years, ECC has offered developmentally appropriate 
classes for children ages 15 months to 6 years of age. 
For more information or to set up a tour, please call 
636-821-2861 or visit livingwordumc.org/ecc.

Get Connected and Serve on a 
Sunday Morning Welcome Team!

Looking for a meaningful way to connect with 
others and serve the church? The Sunday Morning 
Welcome Teams are a great opportunity to 
make a difference while building relationships. 
Volunteers are currently needed for the Usher, 
Communion, Hospitality, Refreshment, and Media 
Teams. Whether it’s greeting guests, preparing 
refreshments, or assisting with worship, each role 
helps create a welcoming and uplifting experience. 
Interested in serving? Email Don Short at 
donshort2215@gmail.com or stop by the Welcome 
Desk to learn more!

Living Word Website
Did you know on Living Word's website, livingwordumc.
org, under the "HOME" tab, there are many shortcuts 
to important information! One shortcut in particular 
is "Sermon." By clicking on this shortcut, you can view 
the scripture for the sermon, take sermon notes, 
and email them to yourself to review later! If you 
have any questions about the website or features, 
contact Beth Balzraine, Director of Communications, 
at bbalzraine@livingwordumc.org or stop by the 
Welcome Desk on Sundays. 

How Can I Support the Ministries of Living Word?
Giving to Living Word is more than just a financial 
transaction—it’s an act of faith, generosity, and 
participation in something bigger than ourselves. Your 
giving helps fund ministries and allows the church to 
be a source of hope and help.  Your generosity makes 
the ministries of Living Word possible! Here are ways 
you can make a difference: 

• You can give by visiting livingwordumc.org/giving.
• Scan the QR Code:

• Text “give” to 636-306-4111.
• Use the ShelbyNEXT app - contact Beth Balzraine, 
Director of Communications, at bbalzraine@
livingwordumc.org for assistance.

If you have questions or need more information, we’d 
love to hear from you! Stop by the Welcome Desk, 
call the church office at 636-821-2800, or contact 
Beth Balzraine, Director of Communications, at 
bbalzraine@livingwordumc.org.

Worship Attendance
          March 2: in-person - 359, online - 491
          March 5: in-person - 156, online - 267

(Ash Wednesday)
          March 9: in-person - 348, online - 429
          March 16: in-person - 267, online - 351
          March 23: in-person - 326, online - 318

(March 30 Attendance will be listed in May Beacon)

http://livingwordumc.org/journey
http://livingwordumc.org/ecc
mailto:donshort2215%40gmail.com?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org
http://livingwordumc.org
mailto:bbalzraine%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/giving
mailto:bbalzraine%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:bbalzraine%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:bbalzraine%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


Do You Need a Stephen Minister? 
Life can bring challenges that may leave you feeling overwhelmed, 
isolated, or stressed. Whether you have experienced a crisis, are feeling 
lonely, or need a listening ear, our dedicated Stephen Ministers are there 
to offer you the support you deserve. Don't go through this alone – 
reach out to us and let us connect you with a Stephen Minister today. A 
Stephen Minister is a safe, trustworthy, and comforting person. Stephen 
Ministers serving in Living Word are trained to emphasize grace, love, 
and focus on what we have in common as Christians. Contact Carol 
Baum, Living Word Stephen Ministry Leader, for more information at 
314-330-0017 or baumr17@gmail.com. In addition, a Stephen Minister 
is available between worship services on Sundays in the lobby.

For more information on Caring Ministries, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

Please keep the following 
people in your prayers: 

Need Prayer? The Living Word Prayer Team Is Here for You 
Being part of the Living Word community means supporting one another in prayer. God invites us to bring our 
cares and concerns to Him, and praying for each other is a powerful way to show love and encouragement.  
If you or a loved one need prayer, requests can be submitted in several ways: 
• Sunday Worship Services – Use the Connect Card in the worship bulletin. 
• Online – Complete the form at lwinfo.org. 
• Email – Contact Don Short, Prayer Team Ministry Leader, at donshort2215@gmail.com. 
For pre-surgery prayer, reach out to Pastor Bruce Baxter at bbaxter@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2802. The 
Prayer Team will receive all requests, and confidentiality can be requested if preferred. In urgent situations, 
Living Word also offers Emergency Congregational Care with a 24/7 On-Call line: 636-821-2888.

Mary Cosmo 
Frank Steward 
Vivian Rye 

Mitch Mitchell
Bill Reichter 
Nini Schneider 

Shirley Thompson 
Marty Schnatterly  
Nancy Kuncaitis

congregational care
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If you’re struggling to find hope after losing a spouse, child, family 
member, or friend, you are not alone. Grief can feel overwhelming, 
and it may seem like few truly understand your pain—but there is 
support. 

That’s why GriefShare exists. Led by those who have walked 
through grief themselves, this group offers a safe and caring 
space to find comfort, encouragement, and healing. Each session 
includes expert-led video seminars and real-life stories from others 
who have faced loss, helping you navigate this difficult journey at 
your own pace. 

GriefShare Support Group - Summer 2025

GriefShare will be offered Summer 2025, and you are welcome no matter when your loss occurred. If you're 
interested in learning more, please reach out—we’re here for you. Contact Dana Brodeur at brodeurdana@
gmail.com or 314-603-8128.

mailto:baumr17%40gmail.com?subject=
http:// A Stephen Minister is available between worship services on Sundays in the lobby.
http:// A Stephen Minister is available between worship services on Sundays in the lobby.
https://livingwordumc.org/caring-ministries/
http://lwinfo.org
mailto:donshort2215%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bbaxter%40livingwordumc.org%20?subject=
mailto:brodeurdana%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:brodeurdana%40gmail.com?subject=


MISSIONS
Living Word Volunteers Make a Difference in Students’ Lives

Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study Prepares 7,200 Bags for Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive 
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Throughout the school year, dedicated volunteers from Living Word have been working 
one-on-one with students at Meramec Elementary, helping them grow in their reading 
skills. These students have made great strides, improving their ability to recognize 
and decode words. Each child has a unique learning style, and our volunteers have 
developed meaningful relationships, providing the encouragement and support the 
kids need to succeed. One of the most valuable aspects of this program is the personal 
connection. The students thrive in the positive, one-on-one interactions, where they 
feel comfortable expressing their reading challenges and being themselves. They 
enjoy the extra attention and encouragement, something many of them may not receive elsewhere. However, 
the need remains great. Many children still lack the extra reading support that could help them succeed. There 
is room for more volunteers to step in and make a difference. If you are interested in being part of this impactful 
program at Meramec Elementary, please contact Marcy Watson at swatson282@att.net for more information.

In addition to our tutoring efforts, a mini book fair is coming up! Thanks to past donations of books and bags 
from the Living Word community, students will have the opportunity to take home books that match their age 
and reading level—giving them the gift of literacy beyond the classroom. 

Our partnership with Meramec Elementary provides a firsthand perspective on the challenges faced by students 
in a struggling urban school district. While you may have certain expectations of what that looks like, the reality 
can only be truly understood through experience. Out of respect for privacy, we do not post photos, but we can 
say this—if you love hugs, Meramec is the place to be. Consider joining us in this meaningful work. One hour a 
week could make a lifetime of difference for a child.

On Tuesday mornings, Bill Cleveland's Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study group came together to prepare 7,200 
bags for the annual Stamp Out Hunger food drive, which takes place on Saturday, May 10. Their dedicated efforts 
involved pulling apart the bags and cutting off a tab to make distribution easier for postal carriers when they 
deliver the bags to mailboxes on May 3. 

Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive, one of the largest for Circle of Concern food pantry, relies on community 
participation to help fight hunger. On May 10, postal carriers will collect the food-filled bags along their regular 
mail routes and deliver them to the Ballwin Post Office. Volunteers will be stationed there, ready to unload the 
mail trucks and sort the food. Once sorted and checked, the food is reboxed and loaded onto trucks for delivery 
to Circle of Concern, where it will be stored in their warehouse before being distributed to those in need. Not 
every postal route participates in the drive, so residents should watch for a postcard in their mailbox indicating 
their route’s participation. Regardless, food donations are always welcome at Circle of Concern’s warehouse. 
More details can be found at circleofconcern.org.

Living Word will again be participating in Stamp Out Hunger. Those interested in volunteering will soon be able 
to sign up in the lobby or email Scott Reichter at reichter.scott@gmail.com. Join us in making a difference in the 
lives of those facing food insecurity!

mailto:swatson282%40att.net?subject=
http://circleofconcern.org
mailto:reichter.scott%40gmail.com?subject=


MISSIONS continued
Micro Grants to Support Youth in Our Community

Living Word Church is committed to transforming the emotional and 
spiritual lives of children and youth through Jesus Christ. To support this 
mission, we are offering $500 micro grants for new or ongoing projects 
that serve young people.

Preference will be given to initiatives that align with our vision and extend 
beyond our church community. These grants empower individuals and 
smaller organizations to make a meaningful impact. If you have a project 
that fosters growth, learning, or care for children and youth, we encourage 
you to apply. For more information or to apply, visit livingwordumc.org/
news.

living word men's club scholarship
2025 Living Word Men’s Club Scholarship Program

The Living Word Men’s Club is excited to announce two – $1,000 
scholarships and the Ken Mann Memorial Scholarship award 
for $2,000 for new or existing college, university, trade school, 
or seminary students. Interested applicants can find eligibility 
requirements and application details at livingwordumc.org/
news. The deadline for all entries is May 1, and winners will 
be announced in July. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to 
receive financial support for your education. Apply now!

Pancake breakfast...for dinner

Pancake Breakfast...For Dinner - April 27
Support the Men’s Club scholarship program by 
having a tasty pancake breakfast for dinner! On 
Sunday, April 27, the Men’s Club is hosting the second 
annual pancake breakfast from 5:00 to 7:00 pm, so… 
dinner time! The tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for 
kids, ten and under. Come out and support the Men’s 
club scholarship program in a delicious way! For more 
information, please contact Scott Reichter at reichter.
scott@gmail.com.

For more information visit  livingwordumc.org/journey-missions
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http://livingwordumc.org/news
http://livingwordumc.org/news
http://livingwordumc.org/news
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:reichter.scott%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:reichter.scott%40gmail.com?subject=
https://livingwordumc.org/journey-missions/


nextgen ministries
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Seeking God in Every Moment: Why NextGen Offers More Than Just Sundays

Why does NextGen host an Easter egg hunt, play pickleball, go to camp, 
play ukuleles, and serve on mission trips? 

The NextGen calendar at Living Word is littered with special events. More than 
Sunday mornings, Wednesday classes, and weekly youth group; it seems like 
NextGen has all the fun things too. Last month teenagers had a slumber party 
at church. In a few weeks, we’ll host an Easter egg hunt. The teenagers are 
often on the lower parking lot playing pickleball, or going offsite for a service 
project. The schedule isn’t confined to Sundays and Wednesdays; it’s here, 
there, and everywhere, filled with different opportunities for young people in 
our congregation and community.  

The foundation of this strategy, filling the calendars with unique opportunities, is found in 
Acts 17:24-28. Paul is visiting Athens and engages with some religious teachers about the 
idols they have on display. He points to one altar to ‘an unknown God’ and declares that he 
is here to proclaim what they don’t know. Paul goes on to describe how God doesn’t live in 
a temple built by human hands, but made the whole earth, full of wonder so that people 
would seek after Him and find Him because He is not far from any of us.  

The pursuit of God, described by Paul, is exactly why we have so many different types of of-
ferings. For some, the connection to God is found through friendships, but for others, it is 
through serving. For some, reading the Bible lights up faith, but for others, singing creates 
that bond. Many of our kids will see God in creation, but also in the stillness of a contempla-
tive worship exercise.  

God is indeed not far from any of us. He is pursuing us and hoping to catch our attention. So 
when we are paddling pickleballs back and forth in the shadow of the church, we’re creating 
space for godly conversation to begin. And when we’re splashing in the lake at camp, we’re 
also taking in the beauty and design of God’s creation. We’re not just packing food in a ware-
house; we’re becoming the hands and feet of Christ, living into His desire and dream for us.  

When you see the kids on Easter running through the fields, look for their curiosity and 
wonder. It’s not just about candy and fun. It’s about reliving the excitement of the first Easter 
when the women were surprised at the tomb. It’s tapping into the discovery of something 
new that was unexpected. And it’s about giving every one of these kids the power to say that 
they know who God is.  

Andy Langdon
Director of NextGen Ministries
Living Word Church
alangdon@livingwordumc.org
612-703-8121 (cell)

mailto:alangdon%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


nextgen News
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Registration is OPEN for VBS 2025 at Living Word!
Get ready for an exciting summer adventure with Vacation Bible School 2025! 
At True North, Finding Your Way in a World Gone Wild, June 23 – 27, kids will 
explore friendship with God through various activities and stations. Here are 
some details!
* Age 4 (by July 31, 2025) through entering 5th Grade in Fall 2025
* June 23-27, 9:00 – 11:45 am $25 Registration Fee
* $40 Late Registration Fee after May 31
* Registration Deadline June 15, 2025
For more information, visit livingwordumc.org/news or contact Amanda Alber, 
Assistant Director of NextGen Ministries at aalber@livingwordumc.org.

LW YOUTH - Big events coming up!

Wednesdays in June
     Summer Krew 7:00 - 9:00

June 13 - 16, Summer Mission & ChoirTrip 
Register here for the adventure.

June 23 - 27,  Volunteer for VBS
Register here to volunteer.

July 14 - 19, Camp Eagle Sky
Register here for the week of summer camp.

July 21 - 25, Missouri Unite Conference
Register here.

LW Kids Families - Sign Up to Serve!
Friday, April 11, 6:00 - 8:15 pm

Openings Available at Feed the Need Service Project
LW Kids and families: Friday, April 11, 2025 from 6:00-8:15 pm

Help fight hunger by packing meals with Feed My Starving Chil-
dren, an organization dedicated to providing nutritious food to 
children in need worldwide. Learn more at fmsc.org. Volunteers 
receive brief training before spending two hours sorting, weigh-
ing, and sealing rice/protein meal packs for global distribution.  
Space is limited! For questions, contact Amanda Alber, Assistant Di-
rector of NextGen Ministries, at aalber@livingwordumc.org. Register 
at livingwordumc.org/news.

Guiding the Way: Becoming a True North VBS Volunteer in 2025
Adults and Youth, Grades 6 - 12! Help make a difference in the lives 
of children in our church and community! Volunteer for VBS, June 23 
- 27, 8:30 - 11:45 am! We are currently seeking a team of adults and 
youth to help plan, lead, and assist in the different stations, music, 
and decorations. We can't wait to hit the trail with you! For more 
information on volunteer teams, contact Amanda Alber, Assistant 
Director of NextGen Ministries at aalber@livingwordumc.org or sign 
up at livingwordumc.org/vbsvolunteer2025.

http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:aalber%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
https://livingwordumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/96709dc6-45e2-46c4-a13f-fccaaf72eaa2
https://livingwordumc.org/vbsvolunteer2025/
https://livingwordumc.org/lwkids-lwyouthcamp2025/
https://livingwordumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/698dc326-248d-41df-8beb-4c9a5327d038
http://fmsc.org
mailto:aalber%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:aalber%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/vbsvolunteer2025
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Monday Evening Forgiveness Bible Study - Weekly - 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Val Novatny, vnovatny@gmail.com
Forgiving What You Can’t Forget, 3/3 - 5/5 
Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study - Weekly - 7:30 - 8:30 am
Connie Davidson, cmd0217@aol.com
The Promise and Power of Easter, 3/11 - 4/1, The Chosen, Season 3, 4/8 - 5/27 
Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study - Weekly - 10:30 - 11:30 am
Bill Cleveland, Billpac4u@gmail.com
The Book of Genesis

Tuesday Afternoon Ladies Bible Study - Monthly - 12:30 - 2:30 pm
Susan Jespersen, sdjespersen@sbcglobal.net
Rise of the Messiah, The Bible Project Classroom
First Tuesday of the month, followed by independent study

Tuesday Evening Ladies Bible Study - Weekly - 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Linda Poertner, skibunie13@sbcglobal.net
The Rock, The Road, and The Rabbi
Beginning 2/25

Tuesday Evening Cancer Companions Support Group, Weekly - 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Eileen Koon, eilenekoon@yahoo.com & Ron Poertner, poertner.ron@gmail.com 
Seeing God in Your Cancer Journey 
3/18 - 5/20 
  
Ladies Wednesday Afternoon Prayer Group - Weekly - 1:00 - 2:00 pm 
Kim McGee, kmmcgee@swbell.net 
James 5:19-20 Prayer Group: An intentional and powerful way for moms and grandmas to unite 
in prayer for their loved ones to find their way back to a life filled with Jesus.  
Thursday Evening Adult Bible Study - Weekly - 7:00 - 8:30 pm 
Scott Watson, sdwats61@gmail.com 
The Scandal of the Kingdom 
Begins 4/3 
Sunday Morning Adult Sunday School 
Active Faith, 8:00 - 9:00 am 
Cheryl Reed, mudmother1103@gmail.com 
The Bible Project  
Sunday Morning Adult Sunday School
Discipleship, 10:15 - 11:15 am 
Noel Stephens, stephensnoeloz@aol.com 
The Book of Revelation

How can we help you connect? Contact the group 
leader or stop by the Welcome Desk on Sundays!

For more information on Adult Bible Studies, visit 
livingwordumc.org/adult-learn

adult weekly groups & studies
At Living Word, we believe in growing together through God’s Word and supporting one another in every season of 
life. This season, we invite you to explore our Bible studies, designed to deepen your faith and strengthen your con-
nection with God. Whether you’re looking for a group study or personal reflection, there’s something for everyone. 
In addition to our Bible studies, we also offer two support groups: Cancer Companions, a support group for those facing 
cancer—patients, survivors, and caregivers alike and GriefShare, a supportive community where you can find comfort, 
understanding, and hope after loss. Join us as we learn, grow, and uplift one another in Christ. 

GriefShare - Coming Summer 2025
Dana Brodeur, brodeurdana@gmail.com
A supportive community where you can find 
comfort, understanding, and hope after loss.

mailto:vnovatny%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cmd0217%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:Billpac4u%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sdjespersen%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:skibunie13%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:eilenekoon%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:poertner.ron%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:kmmcgee%40swbell.net?subject=
mailto:sdwats61%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mudmother1103%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:stephensnoeloz%40aol.com?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/adult-learn
mailto:brodeurdana%40gmail.com?subject=

