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Follow us:

Chili Cook Off - October 5
Get ready to fire up those crockpots and 
share your best chili recipe at the 6th Annual 
Chili Cook-Off on Sunday, October 5, from 
5:00–7:00 pm! 

Want to enter the competition? Sign up by 
emailing Scott Reichter at reichter.scott@
gmail.com. Tickets are just $10 for adults and 
$5 for kids 12 and under at the door. Your 
ticket lets you sample all the entries, vote for 
your favorites, and enjoy plenty of cornbread 
made by our Living Word Youth. Whether 
you’re cooking or tasting, it’s a night full of 
flavor, fun, and community. Bring the whole 
family and join us for this delicious evening 
together!

Sermon Series Through October 19

This fall, we’re diving into the parables of Jesus in worship. Parables are 
short stories that Jesus told using everyday images—like seeds, coins, 
meals, and family relationships—to reveal deep truths about God’s 
kingdom.
These stories are powerful because they do more than teach; they 
invite us to see ourselves in them, to wrestle with God’s grace, and to 
be transformed. Whether it’s the Good Samaritan reminding us to love 
our neighbor, the Prodigal Son showing God’s extravagant forgiveness, 
or the Mustard Seed revealing the surprising growth of God’s kingdom, 
parables speak across every age and stage of faith.
Join us each week as we listen to these stories again with fresh ears, 
discovering how they still shape our lives today.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
https://www.youtube.com/@livingwordumc_org/streams
mailto:eichter.scott%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:eichter.scott%40gmail.com?subject=
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pastor's pen
From the Pastor….
October 1, 2025

Dear friends,

Audrey and I have now seen eleven months of the ministries of Living 
Word. The only month we have not yet experienced is October—and I 
am eager to step into this new season with you. With my health back 
to nearly 100% (thank you for your prayers and the many practical ways 
you cared for me during my heart surgery and recovery), I am ready to 
lean fully into the life of our dynamic church.

As I reflect on the past year, I am deeply encouraged by the many ways 
God is at work among us. I have seen the love of Christ expressed in 

Pastor Bruce and Audrey Baxter

worship, in acts of service, in fellowship, and in the quiet, everyday faithfulness of so many. Our church is blessed 
with staff and key volunteers who give generously of their time and energy. Because of their leadership, there 
are avenues of involvement for everyone who desires to minister to the community beyond our walls and to 
form meaningful community within this Body of Christ.

This month, I want to invite you to take part in some of the opportunities before us. The Chili Cook Off is more 
than just a fun evening of good food, it is a chance to laugh together, share stories, and deepen relationships. Our 
Community Indoor Trunk or Treat welcomes families from across our community into our building, where they 
will experience joy, hospitality, and the love of Christ in a simple but powerful way. And through our partnership 
with Circle of Concern, we will once again provide Thanksgiving Food Boxes for families in need. This ministry 
reminds us that our faith is not only about words, but about love in action, meeting the practical needs of our 
neighbors.

Another way to connect this fall is through First Connections—a warm and welcoming gathering held on the 
3rd Wednesdays (10/15, 11/19, 12/17) from 6:30–7:30 pm in the Worship Center. At First Connections, you’ll 
get to know the heart behind our ministries, hear the story of our church, and discover what we believe. You’ll 
also explore opportunities to get involved, grow in faith, and take your next steps in community. Childcare is 
provided, so we hope you’ll come and be part of this new way to connect.

October is full of life, connection, and mission at Living Word. My prayer is that each of us will find a place to step 
in whether by attending, serving, inviting a friend, or giving generously. As the apostle Peter writes, 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:10)

Together, as we each do our part, God weaves our efforts into a beautiful 
witness of His Kingdom. God is at work through Living Word Church. 
Audrey and I are grateful to be part of this ministry with you, and I look 
forward to experiencing October for the first time as your pastor.

In Christ, 

Pastor Bruce Baxter
Lead Pastor
bbaxter@livingwordumc.org
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get connected!

For more information visit  livingwordumc.org/journey

Get Connected and Serve on a 
Sunday Morning Welcome Team!

Looking for a meaningful way to connect with 
others and serve the church? The Sunday Morning 
Welcome Teams are a great opportunity to 
make a difference while building relationships. 
Volunteers are currently needed for the Usher, 
Communion, Hospitality, Refreshment, and Media 
Teams. Whether it’s greeting guests, preparing 
refreshments, or assisting with worship, each role 
helps create a welcoming and uplifting experience. 
Interested in serving? Email Don Short at 
donshort2215@gmail.com or stop by the Welcome 
Desk to learn more!

Worship Attendance
              September 7: in-person - 324, online - 184
            September 14: in-person - 340, online - 359
            September 21: in-person - 318, online - 339
            September 28: in-person - 322, online - 190

Cookies, Crafts, and Conversation
All women are invited to join us for Cookies, Conversation, and Crafts; a 
relaxed gathering where creativity and community come together! We’ll 
meet on Wednesday, October 15, from 12:30 to 3:00 pm in Room 205/207 
at Living Word. Whether you love crafting or just enjoy good company, this is a wonderful opportunity to connect 
with others and make a difference. All supplies will be provided, and together we’ll create handmade items to 
bless residents of local care facilities during the Christmas season. It’s a simple way to spread joy and show love 
to those who may need extra cheer. Not crafty? No problem! Come for the fellowship, laughter, and of course 
cookies! There’s a place for everyone around the table. For more information, contact Marty Schnatterly at 
Martha.schnatterly@gmail.com or Robbin Willis at robbinawillis@gmail.com. 

Afternoon Fellowship and Games
Come enjoy a relaxing afternoon of fun and conversation! 

Play board games, cards, Scrabble, dominos, or bring 
something you would like to play. Visit with the Living Word 
community. All are welcome!

When: Second Tuesday of the month beginning October 14
Time: 12:30 - 3:00 pm
Where: Living Word Fellowship Hall

Please RSVP to Jan Reichter at 636-578-4010 or Cathy Virkus 
at 314-560-4054.

Do you love to sing or play an instrument?
The Contemporary Worship Band is looking for 
passionate and skilled musicians to join our team! 
We are seeking both vocalists and instrumentalists 
who want to use their musical gifts to lead our church 
family in worship.

As an auditioned group, we strive for excellence not 
just in music, but in creating an environment where 
people can truly encounter God’s presence.

All instruments and vocal parts are welcome, and 
we are especially seeking an electric guitar player at 
this time. Whether your strength is leading with your 
voice, keeping rhythm, or adding rich layers of sound 
through your instrument, your contribution can help 
inspire and uplift our worship.

If you are interested in learning more about what it 
means to be part of the Worship Band, we’d love to 
connect with you and help you take the next step. 
Contact Alyssa Kellhofer, Director of Contemporary 
Music, at akellhofer@livingwordumc.org.

http://livingwordumc.org/journey
mailto:donshort2215%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Martha.schnatterly%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:robbinawillis%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:akellhofer%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


For more information on Caring Ministries, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

Please keep the following 
people in your prayers: 

Need Prayer? The Living Word Prayer Team Is Here for You 
Being part of the Living Word community means supporting one another in prayer. God invites us to bring our 
cares and concerns to Him, and praying for each other is a powerful way to show love and encouragement.  
If you or a loved one need prayer, requests can be submitted in several ways: 
• Sunday Worship Services – Use the Connect Card in the worship bulletin. 
• Online – Complete the form at lwinfo.org. 
• Email – Contact Don Short, Prayer Team Ministry Leader, at donshort2215@gmail.com. 
For pre-surgery prayer, reach out to Pastor Bruce Baxter at bbaxter@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2802. The 
Prayer Team will receive all requests, and confidentiality can be requested if preferred. In urgent situations,  
Living Word also offers Emergency Congregational Care with a 24/7 On-Call line: 636-821-2888.

Shirley Thompson 
Rick Voteau 

Nini Schneider 
Mary Cosmo 
Frank Steward 

Tom Reed
Leland Ballard

congregational care
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Prayers for the Vincent family on the loss of Sue Vincent’s husband, 
Robert (Bob) Vincent, Jr.

Do You Need a Stephen Minister? 
Whether you have experienced a crisis, are feeling lonely, or are 
dealing with stress, our Stephen Ministers are ready to support you. 
Don't go through this alone – reach out to us and let us connect 
you with a Stephen Minister today. A Stephen Minister is a safe, 
trustworthy, and comforting person. Stephen Ministers serving in 
Living Word are trained to emphasize grace, love, and focus on 
what we have in common as Christians. Contact Carol Baum, Living 
Word Stephen Ministry Leader, for more information at 314-330-
0017 or baumr17@gmail.com. In addition, a Stephen Minister is 
available between worship services on Sundays in the lobby.

Stephen Ministry Training
Every day we encounter people carrying heavy burdens; those 
who have lost a job or a loved one, experienced divorce, or are 
facing serious illness. Stephen Ministers are compassionate, trained 
caregivers from our church who walk alongside others during life’s 
most difficult seasons, offering Christian support and encouragement.
For more than 20 years, Stephen Ministers have been quietly and 
faithfully serving here at Living Word. Have you ever wondered if God 
might be calling you to join this ministry?
A new Stephen Minister training class will begin in early 2026. To learn 
more or to sign up, contact Carol Baum, Living Word Stephen Ministry 
Leader, at 314-330-0017 or baumr17@gmail.com. You may also visit 
the Stephen Ministries website at stephenministries.org to find out 
more.

https://livingwordumc.org/caring-ministries/
http://lwinfo.org
mailto:donshort2215%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bbaxter%40livingwordumc.org%20?subject=
mailto:baumr17%40gmail.com?subject=
http:// A Stephen Minister is available between worship services on Sundays in the lobby.
http:// A Stephen Minister is available between worship services on Sundays in the lobby.
http://stephenministries.org
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community trunk or treat

Living Word is hosting an INDOOR Community 
Trunk or Treat on October 26. Bring your 
friends, family, and neighbors and enjoy trunk 
or treating INSIDE Living Word! Wear your 
favorite family-friendly costume! The fun is 
from 5:00 - 7:00 pm. 

Trunk or Treat stations include: 
• Metro West Fire Department 
• Photo spot by Higher Focus Photography
    Tim and Jill Gray
• Landon Home Solutions - Nick Landon
• American Family Insurance - Mike Sedlak
• 212 Chiropractic - Dr. Jerod Posey and 
    Dr. Nick Voorhees
• Premier Martial Arts - Brett Thomason
• Juice Plus - Debbie Linam
• Living Word Youth game stations
• Living Word Mission Station: Circle of
   Concern Thanksgiving Food Box assembly
• Living Word Early Childhood Center
• Living Word Wesley Ringers
• Living Word Contemporary Band
• Living Word Active Faith Sunday School
• Many decorated tables/booths and stations 
    by the Living Word Community
• And more!

Volunteer and Help Welcome the Community to Living Word!
Last year there were over 500 people in attendance at the Community Trunk or Treat. An event of this size needs 
lots of volunteers! Sign up at livingwordumc.org/news to volunteer or to provide a decorated table or booth! 
We would also welcome donations of purchased, individually wrapped candy. Drop off at the Welcome Desk in 
the lobby. 

Business Promotion Opportunity
This is a wonderful opportunity for local businesses to connect with the Living Word community. We invite you 
to promote your business at the Indoor Community Trunk or Treat! By providing a decorated table or booth, you 
can showcase your business and engage with the community. Best of all, there is absolutely no cost to reserve 
your spot! Contact Beth Balzraine, our Director of Communications, at bbalzraine@livingwordumc.org for more 
information and to secure your place. We look forward to celebrating with you!

You won't want to miss this awesome community event!

INDOOR
EVENT!

http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:bbalzraine%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


MISSIONS
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For more information visit  livingwordumc.org/journey-missions

Here's how you can help 
a family in need this 

Thanksgiving:
1. Shop for the specific items 
listed.
2. Bring the items to Living 
Word by October 26.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month! 
We definitely don't want to miss 
saying how grateful we are for Pastor 
Bruce Baxter (and Audrey!)! Since 
joining our church family in November 
2024, Pastor Bruce has consistently 
demonstrated inspiring leadership, 
a heart for service, and a passion for 
helping others grow in faith. Whether 
it’s preaching, pastoral care, leading 
ministries, or simply connecting with 
people one-on-one, he has poured 
himself into every aspect of church life.
Thank you for all that you do to guide, 
encourage, and love our community. 
Your ministry makes a lasting impact 
on Living Word Church!

pastor appreciation

This is a whole-church mission! Living Word Youth and Kids will sort the donations, and the Thanksgiving Food 
Boxes will be assembled at the Mission Station during the Indoor Community Trunk or Treat on October 26. 
Your contributions will bring joy to families in need and offer a mission experience for Trunk or Treat attendees 
who may not have seen such generosity firsthand. Let’s come together as a church to make a lasting impact 
this holiday season! For more information, please contact Beth Balzraine, Director of Communications, at 
bbalzraine@livingwordumc.org. Thank you for supporting the ministries of Living Word!

https://livingwordumc.org/journey-missions/
mailto:bbalzraine%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


LIVING WORD MEN'S CLUB
Step Into Fellowship - Monthly Men's Club Gatherings 

The Living Word Men’s Club is a mission-focused fellowship group for men that meets monthly for dinner and 
a guest speaker, with breaks in June, July, and August. In addition to these gatherings, the Men's Club organizes 
fundraisers to support youth college and trade school scholarships and various mission efforts throughout the 
year. Fellowship events are also held regularly to strengthen connection and community.

All men of Living Word are invited and encouraged to be part of this welcoming group for food, fellowship, and 
learning. Meetings take place on the first Monday of each month (excluding holidays) from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Each 
gathering includes dinner and a speaker who offers a brief presentation on a topic of interest. Contact Steve 
Ernst at 314-920-2840 or sbevetteman@live.com for more information.
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early childhood center
Growing in Faith, Learning with Joy

Our preschool year is off to a wonderful start! Classrooms are filled with laughter, curiosity, and new friendships 
as children settle into routines and explore through play. These first weeks are all about building community, 
helping little ones feel safe, and encouraging joyful learning. Through songs, stories, and prayer, children are also 
growing in their understanding of Jesus’ love and learning how to share that love with others. Playtime brings 
countless opportunities to discover, create, and practice kindness. We look forward to a year filled with growth, 
faith, and many joyful preschool adventures!

For more than three decades, Living Word Early Childhood Center has been a place where children and families 
grow, learn, and experience God’s love together. ECC has provided a safe, nurturing, Christian environment for 
children ages 15 months through 6 years. We’re deeply grateful for the wonderful kids, families, and dedicated 
staff who have made these 31 years so meaningful. Interested in the 2025–2026 school year or want to schedule 
a tour? Call 636-821-2861 or visit livingwordumc.org/ecc for details.

Artwork from Living Word Early Childhood Center Students

The next Men’s Club Meeting is Monday, October 6.
Guest speaker Scott Ottenberg, Living Word Member and City Council 
Member for Ward Three, will share updates on Highway 100 and explain 
how to navigate the new J-turns. Dinner will be provided by Bob Boomer. All 
men are invited—join us at 6:00 pm for the business meeting or come at 6:30 
pm for dinner, and the program.

Scott Ottenberg

mailto:sbevetteman%40live.com?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/ecc 
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Ride Well
A friend of mine who rides motorcycles once told me that he stopped 
using the phrase, “Be safe!” when he rides with others. He knows 
that he’s leaving safety behind when he gets on that bike. Instead, he 
adopted the phrase “Ride well!” to encourage others to be the best 
they can be as they ride.
That phrase stuck with me as a Christian. Following Jesus was never 
meant to be safe. Jesus said:

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross daily and follow me.” 

Luke 9:23

Safety wasn’t His promise. But living well—living with courage, love, 
and bold faith—that’s the life He called us into. Pastor Bruce on his motorcycle reminding 

us it’s not just about being safe, but about 
learning to ‘ride well’ in life and faith.

This also came up in a conversation I had recently. Someone told me how exhausting it feels to wear different 
hats in different spaces—to act one way at work, another way with friends, another way at home. But then they 
said, “You know, I’m actually the best version of myself at church.” When we are around people of faith, we feel 
like we’re expected to help, to look out for others, to be less selfish. That version feels like the best version of 
ourselves. It’s not the safe version; it’s the real version of who God wants us to be.
I think that’s exactly what Jesus means by living well. Being who God created us to be. Letting our truest self—
the one rooted in Christ—shine through.

So what does it mean to live boldly as disciples? It’s not complicated. Here are a few practical steps:
• Notice people — pay attention to who God has put in your path. Imagine all the ways that God has already put 
you into the mission field - if only we could open our eyes and see the world like God does.
• Invite them — into a conversation, to a meal, or to join you at church. There are people waiting. They are 
hoping that someone will help pull them out of the ordinary and into a life worth living. When we are courageous 
enough to speak words into that space, God gets to work in new ways. 
• Care for them — with kindness, encouragement, and prayer. We can’t walk by on the other side of the road. 
When God nudges you, pause to pray. Ask God how you can be part of the helping for the people that are hurting. 
That’s what it looks like to ride well instead of just safe.

And we’ve got some great ways to practice this together:
• Chili Cook-Off — Sunday, October 5. A perfect time to invite a neighbor or friend.
• Indoor Trunk or Treat — Sunday, October 26. A chance to love and serve our community in a fun way.
• Ukulele Choir — Starting Mondays in November. Yes, anyone can learn (adults, youth, and upper elementary 
kids). With group lessons, we’ll learn the basics and then play Christmas music together and spread joy! Sign up 
here! Or at livingwordumc.org/news.
• Wildwood Middle School After-School Program — We’re looking for a few more adults to join this ministry. 
It’s a great way to live boldly and care for students right next door. Email Andy to get involved: alangdon@
livingwordumc.org.

(Continued on next page)

https://livingwordumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/10665d70-0e24-47fe-96d0-8d4afbe9a52a
https://livingwordumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/10665d70-0e24-47fe-96d0-8d4afbe9a52a
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:alangdon%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:alangdon%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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Amanda Alber, Assistant Director 
of NextGen Ministries

3rd, 4th, 5th Grade Bibles
At Living Word, we have a meaningful tradition of giving Bibles to our 3rd graders—as well as to any 4th and 5th 
graders who haven’t yet received one. We want every child to develop a deep relationship with God. To equip 
them for a lifetime of faith, we’d like to give your kids their own Bible and help them learn to use it, explore the 
stories, and come to love Jesus through its message.

On Sunday, October 19,  our congregation will celebrate these young readers in two special ways:
1. Bible Blessing during Worship: During both the 9:00 and 10:30 am worship services, we’ll pray over the kids 
and present them with their own Bible. 
2. Family Bible Lunch & Learn: From 11:30 am–1:15 pm, all families are invited to enjoy pizza, fun activities, 
and time together exploring the Bible. It’s also a wonderful opportunity to get to know other families in our 
congregation.

Before the Lunch & Learn begins, we’ll hold a brief Eagle Sky Kids Camp informational meeting (11:30–11:45 
am). Since 3rd grade is the first year kids are eligible to attend, we’ll share an overview of camp and answer your 
questions.

Schedule for Sunday, October 19
• 9:00 & 10:30 am Worship Services – Bible Blessing during Worship (LW Kids Choir sings at 10:30 am worship)
• 11:30–11:45 am – Eagle Sky Kids Camp Info Meeting
• 11:45 am–1:15 pm – Bible Lunch & Learn with pizza and family activities
Please let me know if your family plans to attend the Lunch & Learn, and how many will be joining us for lunch 
so we can prepare well.

Already Received Your Bible? Come Learn about Summer Camp Eagle 
Sky for Elementary Kids!
Parents and kids—are you curious about summer camp at Eagle Sky? 
Join us for a short informational meeting on Sunday, October 19, right 
after the 10:30 Worship Service. Camp Eagle Sky is open to children 
in 3rd grade and up. In just 15 minutes, you’ll get an overview of the 
camp experience and have a chance to ask any questions. We’d love to 
see you there! Please let me know if you have any questions!

In Christ, 
Amanda Alber
Assistant NextGen Director
aalber@livingwordumc.org
636-821-2825

God may be nudging you in one of these directions—or in another area of your life. Wherever it is, don’t just 
pray for safety. Pray for courage. As you step into this week, remember: You are not called to play it safe. You are 
called to live boldly, love deeply, and follow Jesus with your whole life. In other words—don’t just be safe. Ride 
well.

A NDY
Andy Langdon
Director of NextGen Ministries
alangdon@livingwordumc.org
612-703-8121 (cell)

mailto:aalber%40livingwordumc.org?subject=

