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Follow us:

Maundy Thursday Worship – April 2 – 7:00 pm
Living Word Holy Week services will include a special Maundy Thursday 
worship service at 7:00 pm. We will celebrate a special Lord’s Supper as 
we remember Jesus in this sacred meal. 

Good Friday Musical Presentation: From Silence to Song  
April 3 – 7:00 pm
You are invited to Good Friday Worship as the Worship Choir and orchestra 
present From Silence to Song. Join us at 7:00 pm for this timeless story of 
the life, ministry, passion, and sacrifice of Christ. 

Easter Sunday – April 5
9:00 am Traditional Worship
10:10 am Egg Hunt (Children 5th grade and under)
10:30 am Contemporary Worship
The services will be filled with Easter celebration music.  A special Easter 
Egg Hunt will be at 10:10 am for kids through 5th grade. The traditional, 
beautiful flower Easter cross will be outside in the front of the church 
so make sure to stop by and have your family’s picture taken. All are 
welcome!

The nursery will be available for the youngest of our congregation for all 
services during Holy Week.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://www.instagram.com/livingwordumc/
https://www.youtube.com/@livingwordumc_org/streams
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pastor's pen

Pastor Bruce and Audrey Baxter

From the Pastor….
April 1, 2026

Dear friends,  

The work of Christ is moving forward with powerful momentum here at Living 
Word, and we are seeing His presence at work in meaningful and life-changing 
ways throughout our church family.

As we approach this sacred season, we look ahead with joy and anticipation 
to celebrating Easter on April 5—a day that stands at the very heart of our 
faith. The resurrection of Jesus is not only a moment we remember, but a 
living reality that continues to shape who we are. Because He lives, we are 

For more information on baptism or membership at 
Living Word, please contact Pastor Bruce Baxter at 

bbaxter@livingwordumc.org.

given new life, new hope, and a renewed calling to follow Him more faithfully each day. Easter invites each of us 
to reflect on our own walk with Christ and to recommit ourselves to living as His disciples in every area of our 
lives.

Just one week later, on April 12, we will celebrate another deeply meaningful milestone in the life of our church 
as our Confirmation Class is confirmed. This group of confirmands has spent months intentionally preparing for 
this step, and their journey has been one of growth, learning, and commitment. They have faithfully attended 
classes, studied Scripture, explored the core beliefs of the Christian faith, and asked thoughtful questions about 
what it means to follow Jesus. They have taken time to reflect personally on their faith, to pray, and to discern 
how God is at work in their lives.

In addition to their learning, the confirmands have actively participated in the life of the church—worshiping 
together, engaging in service, and building relationships within the Body of Christ. Each one has prayerfully 
considered their decision to publicly profess their faith and take ownership of it. Confirmation is not simply 
a ceremony; it is the result of intentional preparation and a sincere desire to say “yes” to a lifelong journey 
with Christ. We are incredibly proud of the commitment they have shown and look forward to celebrating this 
important step with them.

As we celebrate what God is doing in and through these young people, we are reminded that faith is a journey 
for all of us—one that continues to grow and deepen over time.

If you are feeling led to take a next step in your own journey—whether that is learning more about Living 
Word Church or exploring membership—I would love to invite you to join me for an informal gathering. We 
will meet on either Sunday, April 26 or May 3 at 10:10 am between the two worship services. Please meet at 
the Welcome Desk in the lobby, and we will spend some time getting to know one another, sharing about the 
church, and answering any questions you may have.

Christ truly has been raised from the dead, and because of that, we live as “Easter people”—people of hope, 
purpose, and assurance that this life is not the end of the story. We have the promise of eternity with God, and 
that promise shapes how we live today.

I am excited for all that God will continue to do in each of your lives and in the life of Living Word Church 
throughout the month of April and beyond.

In Christ,
Pastor Bruce Baxter
bbaxter@livingwordumc.org
636-821-2802

mailto:bbaxter%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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get connected!

For more information visit  livingwordumc.org/journey

Worship Attendance
March   1: in-person - 388, online - 334
March   8: in-person - 309, online - 333
March 15: in-person - 300, online - 292 
March 22: in-person - 348, online - 309 
March 29: in-person - 458, online - 225 

Living Word Early Childhood Center
Register Now!

Living Word Early Childhood Center registration for 
the 2026-27 school year has begun! For over 30 
years, ECC has offered developmentally appropriate 
classes for children ages 15 months to 6 years of age. 
For more information or to set up a tour, please call 
636-821-2861 or visit livingwordumc.org/ecc.

Afternoon Fellowship and Games - April 14
When: Second Tuesday of the month   
Time: 12:30 – 3:00 PM
Where: Living Word Fellowship Hall
RSVP: Jan Reichter at 636-578-4010 or 
Cathy Virkus at 314-560-4054
Play board games, learn and play Mahjong, cards, 
Scrabble, dominos, or bring something you would like 
to play. All are welcome!

Medical Equipment Available
Living Word has a selection of medical supplies 
available. We have wheelchairs, canes, walkers, and 
occasionally other equipment available to borrow. 
If you need a medical item or would like to donate 
equipment to help others, please contact Heather 
Arbesman at hmagja@sbcglobal.net for more 
information. 

Living Word Men's Club Meets April 13
Join us for our next Men’s Club Meeting on Monday,  
April 13. We’ll begin with a brief business meeting at 
6:00 pm, followed by dinner. Don Short will be sharing 
stories and experiences from his time with traveling 
adult league baseball teams. This is an evening you 
won’t want to miss! All men are welcome!

Pancake Breakfast...For Dinner - April 12: 5 - 7 PM
Support the Men’s Club scholarship program by 
having a tasty pancake breakfast for dinner! On 
Sunday, April 12, the Men’s Club is hosting the 3rd 
Annual Pancake Breakfast from 5:00 to 7:00 pm, so… 
dinner time! The tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for 
kids, ten and under. Come out and support the Men’s 
club scholarship program in a delicious way! For more 
information, please contact Scott Reichter at reichter.
scott@gmail.com.

In Person Sundays
9:00 am - Traditional Worship

                   10:30 am - Contemporary Worship     
* Watch worship livestream on Sunday mornings at 

9:00 am and 10:30 am at 
livingwordumc.online.church 

* View the recording of worship after 12:00 pm 
Sunday at 

livingwordumc.org/worship
* View anytime through Facebook at 

facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
* View anytime through YouTube at 

youtube.com/@livingwordumc_org/streams

http://livingwordumc.org/journey
http://livingwordumc.org/ecc
mailto:hmagja%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:reichter.scott%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:reichter.scott%40gmail.com?subject=
http://livingwordumc.online.church
http://livingwordumc.org/worship
http://facebook.com/LivingWordUMC
https://www.youtube.com/@livingwordumc_org/streams


For more information on Caring Ministries, visit livingwordumc.org/journey

Please keep the following 
people in your prayers: 

Need Prayer? The Living Word Prayer Team Is Here for You 
Being part of the Living Word community means supporting one another in prayer. God invites us to bring our 
cares and concerns to Him, and praying for each other is a powerful way to show love and encouragement.  
If you or a loved one need prayer, requests can be submitted in several ways: 
• Sunday Worship Services – Use the Connect Card in the worship bulletin. 
• Online – Complete the form at lwinfo.org. 
• Email – Contact Don Short, Prayer Team Ministry Leader, at donshort2215@gmail.com. 
For pre-surgery prayer, reach out to Pastor Bruce Baxter at bbaxter@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2802. The 
Prayer Team will receive all requests, and confidentiality can be requested if preferred. In urgent situations,  
Living Word also offers Emergency Congregational Care with a 24/7 On-Call line: 636-821-2888.

Rick Voteau
Roger Lester 
Mary Vasquez

James Jackson
Bob Kenkel
Nini Schneider 

congregational care
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The Thompson family on the loss of Shirley Thompson
The Dehart and Mann families on the loss of Kay Mann's husband and Beth
     Dehart's father,  Lowell "Linden" Mann

missions
Stamp Out Hunger

For the third year in a row, Bill Cleveland’s Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study 
group is partnering in a hands-on way with the annual Stamp Out Hunger Food 
Drive and their impact continues to grow. On Tuesday mornings, this dedicated 
group is once again preparing thousands of donation bags for distribution 
throughout the community. This year, they are working to get 6,000 bags ready, 
to make it easier for postal carriers to deliver them efficiently to local mailboxes 
ahead of the drive.

Their faithful service may seem like a small task, but it plays a crucial role in the 
success of one of the largest food drives benefiting Circle of Concern. This year’s 
drive will take place on Saturday, May 9. In the days leading up to it, postal carriers will deliver the prepared bags 
to participating homes on May 2. Then, on the day of the drive, residents are invited to fill those bags with non-
perishable food items and leave them by their mailboxes for pickup.

On May 9, postal carriers will collect the food-filled bags along their routes and transport them to the Ballwin 
Post Office. From there, teams of volunteers will step in to unload the trucks, sort and inspect the donations, 
and prepare them for delivery. Once everything is organized, the food will be loaded again and delivered to 
Circle of Concern, where it will be stored and distributed to individuals and families facing food insecurity in our 
community.

Because not every postal route participates, residents should keep an eye out for a postcard in their mailbox 
confirming whether their route is included. Even if your route is not part of the pickup, donations can always be 
dropped off directly at Circle of Concern’s warehouse at 112 St Louis Ave, Valley Park, MO 63088.

Living Word is grateful to once again be part of this important outreach. Opportunities to volunteer at the 
Ballwin Post Office on May 9 will be available soon. Watch for sign-ups in the lobby or reach out to Scott Reichter 
at reichter.scott@gmail.com to get involved.

https://livingwordumc.org/caring-ministries/
http://lwinfo.org
mailto:donshort2215%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bbaxter%40livingwordumc.org%20?subject=
mailto:reichter.scott%40gmail.com?subject=
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Active Faith Sunday School Partners with Mobility Worldwide

For more than a decade, the Active Faith Sunday School Class has quietly but powerfully made an impact far 
beyond their local community reaching individuals across the globe through their ongoing partnership with 
Mobility Worldwide. Mobility Worldwide is an organization dedicated to transforming lives by providing mobility 
to people in developing countries. Its work began in 1994, when Rev. Mel West, a United Methodist pastor 
in Missouri, learned from a missionary in what is now the Democratic Republic of Congo about the urgent 
need for mobility solutions. Many individuals, including polio survivors and landmine victims, had no means of 
transportation and were often confined to their homes.

In response, a product designer collaborated with Rev. West to create the first prototype of a three-wheeled, 
hand-cranked mobility cart. By 1995, the first carts then called Personal Energy Transportation (PET) vehicles 
were available opening doors to independence, allowing recipients to travel, work, and participate more fully in 
their communities.

Over time, the designs evolved to meet a variety of needs. Today, Mobility Worldwide produces adult and child-
sized carts, pull carts, and even add-on kits that allow users to operate small businesses from their carts. What 
began as a single idea has grown into a global effort, with a production and shipping facility established in 
Columbia, Missouri in 2000 and additional sites opening across the United States in the years that followed.

From producing just over 1,000 carts by 2004, the organization has now distributed more than 116,000 mobility 
carts to 117 countries. In the past year alone, over 7,200 carts were shipped. Alongside the carts, the organization 
also distributes essential mobility aids such as walkers, crutches, canes, and wheelchairs.

The Active Faith Sunday School Class became part of this mission in 2011, finding a unique way to contribute 
through what has become known as their “Garage Sale Ministry.” Many class members frequently visit garage 
sales and began collecting gently used mobility items often purchased inexpensively or donated once sellers 
learned about the cause. Over time, others in the congregation joined in, expanding the reach of the effort. As 
the partnership with Mobility Worldwide grew, so did the scope of their contributions. At the organization’s 
encouragement, the class began collecting sewing machines, fabric, and notions—items that can be used in 
communities around the world to promote self-sufficiency and economic opportunity.

The ministry has also become intergenerational. Youth from the congregation have participated by painting 
carts for Mobility Worldwide’s annual campaign and even traveling to Columbia on mission trips to assist with 
assembly and warehouse work.

Over the years, members of the congregation have helped provide:
• 1,617 walkers                                                       • 497 sets of crutches
• 952 canes and quad canes                                 • 140 rollators
• 131 transport chairs and wheelchairs              • 144 sewing machines
• 95 bags of fabric and sewing notions 

If you have unwanted mobility or sewing items please contact Dan Reed 314-609-1949 or at bagpipes54@att.
net. Visit mobilityworldwide.org for more information. 

missions cont.

mailto:bagpipes54%40att.net?subject=
mailto:bagpipes54%40att.net?subject=
http://mobilityworldwide.org


For more information on upcoming NextGen Events visit livingwordumc.org/news! 
NEXTGEN TEAM

Amanda Alber, Director of NextGen Ministries. at aalber@livingwordumc.org
or Buzz Matthews, Assistant Director of NextGen Ministries, bmatthews@livingwordumc.org

nextgen ministries
What's the Buzz?

Dear Friends,

If you have been hearing a little extra “buzz” around NextGen lately, I 
promise it is not just the name! I am excited to step into the role of Assistant 
Director of NextGen Ministries, with a focus on youth ministry and media. 
Over the past twenty years, I have had the privilege of serving in a variety 
of ministry settings, working with students and families in both large and 
small churches. Along the way, God has continued to deepen my passion for 
walking alongside young people as they grow in faith and discover their place 
in the life of the church.

Buzz Matthews
Assistant Director of 
NextGen Ministries
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I believe strongly in a hands-on approach to ministry. Some of the most meaningful moments happen not just 
in programs, but in relationships. I value creating spaces where students are known, supported, and challenged, 
and where parents and adult leaders are actively involved in the spiritual lives of young people. Youth ministry is 
not meant to happen in isolation. It is something we build together as a church family.

I also believe in student leadership. When students are given opportunities to lead, serve, and take ownership 
of their faith, they grow in confidence and begin to see how God can use them to impact others. I have seen this 
again and again, and I expect that God will continue to do great things through the students here.

My educational background includes graduate work in theology, and my ministry has been shaped by both 
formal training and years of practical experience. More than anything, I have learned that God often works in 
simple, faithful ways through relationships and presence over time.

I am also a father to Toby and Josiah, and co-parent with their mom. They will be with me most Sundays, and I am 
grateful they will have the opportunity to be part of this church community. Being a parent has only deepened 
my understanding of how important it is for the church to come alongside families in meaningful and supportive 
ways.

As we approach Easter, we are reminded that the resurrection is a story of new life, hope, and transformation. 
That same power is at work in the lives of our students today. I believe God is actively shaping their faith, calling 
them into purpose, and working through them in ways we may not yet fully see. It is a privilege to walk alongside 
them as that story unfolds, and I look forward to all that God will do in and through this community.

In Christ, 
Buzz Matthews
bmatthews@livingwordumc.org
636-821-2826

http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:aalber%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:bmatthews%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
mailto:aalber%40livingwordumc.org?subject=


nextgen ministries CONT.

LW Kids Nite
On Wednesday evenings during the 
school year, LW Kids (K–5th) are invit-
ed to a fun midweek experience from 
6:15–7:30 pm. The evening includes en-
gaging activity time with games, experi-
ments, and service projects, followed by 
a 30-minute children’s choir rehearsal. 
LW Kids Nite ends May 6 for the school 
year.7

Join the VBS Team – We Need You!
Vacation Bible School is coming June 22–26, and we’re looking for volunteers in two important ways:
1. VBS Planning Team – A small behind-the-scenes group helping in the months leading up to VBS. If you enjoy 
brainstorming, organizing, decorating, or planning fun and meaningful experiences for kids, we’d love to have 
you! No crafting skills required—just a willingness to help. 
2. VBS Week Volunteers – The heart of VBS! These volunteers serve during the week in roles such as crew 
leaders, station helpers, games, snacks, and more. If you love working with kids and making a difference in their 
week, this is your spot. 
Whether you want to help before VBS or during the week, or both, there’s a place for you on the team! Email 
Amanda Alber, Director of NextGen Ministries, at aalber@livingwordumc.org for more information!

Camp Eagle Sky - Registration Open!
Living Word Youth and Kids are heading to Camp Eagle Sky, July 20–25, 2026! Camp is open to students in 
grades 3–12 and offers a week away from screens to grow in faith through high-energy worship, small groups, 
Bible study, and lots of fun activities and games. We attend as a church group, with a Living Word leader on site 
all week, and transportation is provided. Information and registration available at livingwordumc.org/news or 
contact Amanda Alber, Director of NextGen Ministries, at aalber@livingwordumc.org. 

Registration is OPEN for VBS 2026 at Living Word!
Get ready for a fun-filled summer adventure, June 22–26, where kids will explore 
what it means to have a friendship with God through engaging activities, creative 
stations, and hands-on experiences.
Details:
•  Ages 4 (by July 31, 2026) through entering 5th grade (Fall 2026) 
•  June 22–26, 9:00–11:45 am 
•  $25 registration fee 
•  $40 late registration fee after May 31 
•  Register at livingwordumc.org/news by June 14. For more information, contact 
Amanda Alber, Director of NextGen Ministries, at aalber@livingwordumc.org.

mailto:aalber%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:aalber%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/news
mailto:aalber%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
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financial update
Don’t Let Your Offering Take a Vacation!

Summer is a time for rest, fun, and family adventures—and we 
hope you're enjoying every moment of it! But while you're away, 
the needs of Living Word Church remain constant. Our summer 
utility bills alone run between $7,000 and $8,000 each month, so 
your continued financial support is vital.

If you're traveling or unable to give in person, we encourage you 
to take advantage of our easy and secure electronic giving options. 
Whether from your mobile device or your computer, you can 
continue to support the mission and ministries of Living Word no 
matter where summer takes you.

Also, it’s never too early to start thinking about year-end tax 
planning. Donating appreciated stock can be a smart way to 
support the church while possibly reducing your tax burden—
without impacting your cash flow. Living Word makes it simple to 
give in this way.

Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) are another tax-efficient way to give. If you are age 70½ or older, 
you can make a direct gift from your IRA to Living Word Church. These gifts may count toward your Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD) and are generally excluded from your taxable income, which can help reduce your 
overall tax burden and even impact Medicare premiums. It’s a simple and powerful way to support the church’s 
mission while maximizing your giving.

If you have questions about any of these giving options, I’d be happy to help you explore what works best for 
you. We’re grateful for your generosity and faithfulness—thank you for helping Living Word shine bright all year 
long!

In Christ, 
Brad Locke, Executive Director
636-821-2840
blocke@livingwordumc.org

Living Word Financial Report and 2026 Budget
The 2025 Living Word Financial Report and the 2026 Living Word Budget are now available at livingwordumc.
org/church-financials. 

The 2025 financial report offers a detailed look at the church’s finances over the past year and includes revenue, 
expenses, and net assets. These statements provide church members and the broader community with insights 
into how general giving, ministry support, preschool operations, and other income sources were managed 
throughout the year.

The 2026 budget outlines the church’s financial plan for the coming year. This budget serves as a strategic guide 
for stewardship, ministry funding, operational costs, and mission support in 2026. Please contact Brad Locke, 
Executive Director, at blocke@livingwordumc.org if you have any questions.

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Living Word Church. 

mailto:blocke%40livingwordumc.org?subject=
http://livingwordumc.org/church-financials
http://livingwordumc.org/church-financials
mailto:blocke%40livingwordumc.org?subject=

